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BOOK VII 

CHAPTER I 

Tnr^ had commenced in all its hnlliancy ; a storm^ 
tintcen lonenng all day, went fiercely down upon the 
lulls rain drew back into the country , the sun came 
fiortll its splcndoui, and upon the daik \apour rose the 
lordfhow Wilhelm was ndnig towards it the sight 
mad/ ‘'ad “ Ah • “* said he irithin himself, “ do the 
faircijs of life appear, then, only on a ground of black ? 
An^ drops fall, if wc are to he charmed? A bright 
daj L a dim one, if w e look at it unmo\ cd and what can 
moiJjut some silent hope that the inborn inclination of 
our .shall not always be without an object? The recital 
of nalc action moies us, the sight of eierj thing har- 
monjmoics us wo feel then ns if wc were not altogether 
In angn land, wo fanc^ wc arc nearer the home, towards 
ttlmir best and inmost washes impalienth slrnc” 

^iWlule a pedestrian oicrtook him, and walking with 
a st| step bj the side of the horse, began to keep him 
comp After a few common words, he looked at the ndcr 
and jd “ If I am not mistaken, I must haic already seen 
>ou jicwTicre*’ 

‘*^>o r*. member sou,'’ said Wilhelm “had wc not some 
tiling a pleasant sail together?*’ “Right*” replied the 

other 

IX^iclm looked at liim more narrow li ; then, after a pause, 
oi>>-ei d '* I do not I now what nlterat'on has occurred in 
Jou;a'-t time wo met, I took sou for n l>wtheran clcrgMuan, 
J>ou ^w FLtm ratlur like *> Ca'holu. oni ” 
iq II 
V 


A 



% 


\BOO\ 


aod 


MEISTER’S APPlll 

> 

‘‘Today at least you are not 
taking off his hat and showing _ 

your company gone ? Did you sta 

“ Longer than was good . on lool®®^^' *■ y 
which I passed in their society, it se^ i^his 
endless void , nothing of it has rema°, Aim 

“ Heie you are mistaken,” said ^ 

that happens to us leaves some tra 
contributes imperceptibly to foim us ’ 
ous to take a strict account of tha^^'*^ 
pioud and n^ligent, or downcast an^’^ o'ftg 
are equally injurious in then consequeri'^^ 
always simply to do the task that lies ne’^^ ^ peJ 
the present case,” added he with a smile, glT^ 
quarters” ® “at 

Wilhelm asked how far Lothario's hov^^^^g 
strange! answered that it lay behind thcp^^Yj 
shall meet you there,” continued he , “1 1,-^y g. ^ 
affair to manage in the neighbourhood ^i\lthddt^ 

And with this, he struck into a steep path, tl^^ -t© then 
more speedily across the hill 

“ Yes, the man is right*” said Wilhelm as \ 
proceeded , “ we should tliink of what is near^^ for le cK 
at present there is nothing nearer than the me gi^and wil 
have come to do Let me see ivhethei I can peat t \ 
speech, which is to put that cruel man to shame -icei 

He then began reciting to himself this piecg^atorlhin 
not a syllable was wanting, and the more bi^yectKM''^®] 
served him, the higher grew his passion and ^ourag^t,^ 
Auielia's sonows and her death were vividly pi^ to h\y 
soul 

“ Spirit of my fiiend * ” exclaimed he, “ hov er nd 
and if thou caust, give some sign to me that thou ai,ftenedb \ 
art appeased * ” 

Amid such words and meditations, he had reagd tbi®xo^ 
summit of the hill , and near the foot of its declivit^e n®"''' 
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unous building, «bich be at once took to be 
mvdbng An old irregular castle, with sc\eral 
jpeaked roofs, appeared to ha\ e been the primitive 
lut the new additions to it, placed near the main 
[loked still more irregular A part of them stood 
I the main cdilicc , others, at some distance, were 
with it by galleries and co\crcd passages All 
mmetry, e\crj shade of architcctuial beauty, ap- 
hn>c been sacrificed to the comenicnce of the 
No trace of wall oi trcncli was to be seen, none of 
jr artificial gardens A fruit and potherb garden 
M the buildings, and little patches of a like sort 
cmsel\cs e\en in the intermediate spaces A clieer- 
' ,c la;y ni no great distance the fields and gardens 
appeared in the highest state of cultivation 
his ow 11 impassioned feelings, Wilhelm rode along, 
ng much of what he saw he put up his horse at an 
not without emotion, hastened to the Castle 
J scrving-man received him at the door, and signified, 
jh good-nature, that todai* it would be difficult to get 
n to lus Lordship, who was occupied in writmg 
ind had already refused some people that had business 
n Our fnend became more importunate, the old 
- at last obliged to jicld, and announce lum He 
‘T and conducted IViIhcIm to a spacious ancient hall , 
{ him to be so good as wait, since perhaps it might 
e lime before his Lord^ship could appear Our fnend 
I up and down unrc«ilfullj , casting now and then a look 
ku'ghts and dames, whose ancient figures hung round 
the walls He repeated the beginning of Ins sjiecch 
I uod in presence of thc^e rufis and coals of mail, to 
even Iwttcr Lverv lime there rove an^ stir, he put 
r in pn lure to receive Ins luan v ith digmtv . meaning 
1 ha* ti him the letter, then as ail lum w lUi the weapons 
'runch * 

la th-’'! *>ncs mi' t *ken, he was now beginning to be rcallv 
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vexed and out of tune, when at last a handsome 
and light surtout, stept m from a side-door, 
neirs have you for me ” said he to Wilhelm, n 
voice , “ pardon me, that I have made you wait ” 

So speakmg, he kept folding a letter, which 
hand Wilhelm, not without embarrassment, dt 
Aurelia’s paper, and replied “ I bring you the Iasi 
friend, which you will not read without emotion ” 
Eothano took it, and returned to his chamb 
where, as Wilhelm thiough the open door could 
observe, he addressed and sealed some letters, bef 
Aurelia’s He appeared to have perused it once oi 
'Wilhelm, though his feehngs signified that t 
speech would sort but ill with such a cool receptioi 
his mind, went forward to the threshold, and was 
beginning liis addiess, when a tapestry door of 
opened, and the clergyman came in 

** I have got the strangest message you can thin 
Lothario to him “Pardon me,” continued he, 
Wilhelm, “ if I am not in a mood for speaking 
you at this moment 'You remain with us tonight yd 
see the stranger properly attended to ” ' 

With these words, he made his guest a bow th 
man took Wilhelm by the hand, who followed, not 
reluctance 

They walked along some curious passages, in silc 
at last reached a very pretty chamber The Abbe led 
then left him, making no excuses Ere long, an ac 
appeared , he introduced himself as W'llhelm’s val 
bi ought up his supper In waiting, he had much to s. 
the order of the house, about their breakfasting ant 
labours and amusements , inteispersing many things 
mendation of Xiothano 

Pleasant as the boy was, W^ilhelm endeavoured to 
of him as soon as possible He unshed to be alone 
felt exceedingly oppressed and stiaitened, in his new 
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He repioached himself with having executed his intentions st> 
ill, w ith having done his errand only half One moment, he 
proposed to overtake next morning what he had neglected 
tonight, the next, he saw that hy Ixithano’s presence he 
would be attuned to quite a different set of feelings The 
house, too, where he was, seemed very strange to him he 
could not he at home in his position Intending to undres*., 
he opened his trav elhng-bag with his night-clothes, he took 
out the Spirit’s veil, which hlignon had packed in along with 
them Tlie sight of it increased the sadness of his humour 
“ Ply ' ) outh, flj * ” cned he “ What means this mjstic word ^ 
What am I to (13', or whither ? It were better had the Spirit 
called to me Return to th3’sclf • ” Ho cast his cy cs on some 
English copperplates, hung round the room in frames , most 
of them he looked at with indiffcience at last he met with 
one, in winch a ship was represented sinking in a tempest, a 
father with his loi cly daughters w as awaiting death from the 
intrusiic billows One of the maidens had a kind of likeness 
to the Amo/on an indescribable compassion scircd our friend, 
he felt an irresistible nccessitj to scut his feelings, tears filled 
his eycfi, he wept, and did not recoser his composure, till 
slumber oscrjiowcrcd him 

Strange dreams arose upon him towards morning He was 
in a garden, which in ho3hood he had often visited , he looked 
with pleasure at the well-known allcjs, hedges, flower-heds 
iMariana met him, he spoke to her with love and tenderness, 
recollecting nothing of anv h3gone grievance Ere long hi-» 
father joined them, in his v\cck-dav dress, with a look of 
frank ntrvs that was rare in him he hade his son fetch two scats 
from the garden-house , then took IVIaiiana b3 the hand, and 
led litr into a grove, 

k\ iihclvn hastened to the garden-bDUse, but found it allo- 
getlic r cmplv , only at a vvmdnw in the farllicr side he saw 
Aurelia standing ITo went forward and addressed her, hut 
sill turned not round , and though he placed himself beside 
hir, he tould newr ss^ her fxcc He looked out from the 
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already the Colonel has challenged him , he is gone to meet 
his enemy , peihaps this veiy moment he — Once or twice I 
thought I heard the sound of shots ' I tell you^ ordei out a 
coach, and come along with me, or I will fill the house and all 
the village with my scieaming ” 

Weeping bitterly, she hastened to the ivmdow, the Abb^ 
held her back, and sought in vam to soothe her 

They heard a sound of wheels she threw up the mndow, 
exclaiming “He is dead • They are bringing home his 
body ” “ He is coming out,” replied the Abb^ , “ you per- 

ceive he lives” *'He is wounded,” said she wildly, ‘'else he 
would have come on horseback They aie holding him ' The 
wound 18 dangeious • ” She ran to the door, and down the 
stairs the Abbd hastened after hei , and Wilhelm following, 
obseived the fair one meet her lover, who had now dismounted. 

Eothano leaned on his attendant, whom Wilhelm at once 
knew as his ancient patron Jamo The wounded man spoke 
very tenderly and kindly to the tearful damsel , he rested on 
her shoulder, and came slowly up the steps , saluted Wilhelm 
as he passed, and was conducted to his cabinet 

Jaino soon returned, and going up to Willielm, “It 
appears,” said he, “ you are predestined eveiywhere to find a 
theatre and actors We have here commenced a play which is 
not altogether pleasant ” 

“I rejoice to find you,” answered Wilhelm, “in so strange 
an hour I am astonished, frightened , and your presence 
already quiets my mind Tell me, is there danger ? Is the 
Baron badly wounded P ” “I imagine not,” said Jaino 

It was not long till the young suigeon entered fiom the 
cabmet “ Now what say you ? ” cned Jarno to him “ Tliat 
it IS a dangerous piece of work,” replied the other, putting 
several instruments into his leathern pouch Wilhelm looked 
at the band, which was hanging from the pouch , he fancied 
lie knew it Blight contiary colouis, a cuiious pattern, gold 
and silver wrought in singular figuies, marked this band horn 
all the bands in the world Wilhelm was convinced he beheld 
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the very pouch of the ancient surgeon, who had dressed hil 
nounds in the green of the forest, and the hope, so long 
deferred, of again finding traces of the lo\cly Amazon, struck 
like a flame through all his soul 

“"Where did you get that pouch?” cned he “To whom 
did ithclong before jou ? I heg of you, tell me ” “I bought 
it at an auction,” said the other “what is it to me, whom it 
belonged to?” So speaking, he went out, and Jamo said 
** If there w ould come but one word of truth from our young 
Doctor’s mouth ' ” “ Tlien he did not buy the pouch ? ” said 

"Wilhelm “ Just as little as Ixithano is in danger,” said the 
other 

Wilhelm stood immersed in many reflections , Jarno asked 
how he had fared of late "Wilhelm sketched an outline of his 
hisloiy , and when he at last came to speak of Aurelia’s death, 
and his message to the place. Ins auditor exclaimed “’Well* 
it IS strange, most strange * ” 

The Abbd entered from Eothano’s chamber, beckoned 
Jamo to go in instead of him , and said to Willielm “ The 
Ikiron bids me ask ^ou to remain with us a day or two, to 
chare his hospitality, and, in the present circumstances, contri- 
bute to his Eolacement If you need to gi\e any notice to 
yom people, your Icttci shall be instantly despatched Mean- 
while, to make you understand this curious incident, of which 
you hue been witness,! must tellyou something, which indeed 
is no secret The Baron had a small adventure with a lady, 
which excited more than usual attention, the lady having 
taken him from a rival, and wishing to enjoy’ her victory loo 
ostentatiously After a lime he no longer found the same 
delight in tier societ'V , which he of course forsook but being 
of a violent temper, she could not bear her fate with patience 
^Icilmg at a ball, they had an open quarrel she thought 
ht r’.t If irreparably inpircd , and w ould bo rev enged No 
knight slept forth to do battle for her, till her husband, 
whom for vear’ via. li^xd not lived with, heard of the nfiair 
uiid toot it up lie challenged the Baron, and today he has 
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woutided lum , yet, as I hear, the gallant Colonel has himself 
come still worse oiF ” 

Fiom this hour, our fnend was tieated m the house as if he 
had belonged to it 


CHAPTER III 

At times they had read a little to the patient, Wilhelm 
joyfully perfoimed this service Eydia stirred not fiom 
Lothario's bed , her caie for him absorbed her whole attention 
But today the patient himself seemed occupied with thought 
he bade them lay aside then book “ Today,” said he, “ I feel 
through my whole heart how foohshly we let our time pass on 
How many things have I proposed to do, how many have I 
planned , j-et how we loiter in our noblest puiposes • I have 
just read over the scheme of the changes which I mean to 
make in my estates and it is chiefly, I may say, on their 
account that I rejoice at the bullet's not having gone a deadlier 
road ” 

Lydia looked at him ivith tenderness, ivith tears in her eyes , 
as if to ask if she^ if his friends could not pretend to any 
interest in his wish to hve Jarno ansveied “Changes, such 
as you project, require to be considered well on every side, 
before they are resolved on ” 

“Long considerations,” said Lothario, “are commonly a 
proof that we have not the pomt to be determined clearly m 
our eye, precipitate proceedings, that we do not know it I 
see distinctly that in managing my property, there are several 
particulars, in which the services of my dependants cannot be 
lemitted , certain rights which I must rigidly insist on but I 
also see that there are other articles, advantageous to me, but 
by no means indispensable, which might admit of relaxation 
Do I not profit by my lands far better than my father did ? 
Is not my income still increasing ? And shall I alone enjoy 
this growing benefit? Shall not those who labour with and 
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for me partake, in their degree, of the advantages ■which 
expanding kno%\ledgc, which a period of improvement are 
procuring for us 

“ ’Tis human natuie ' ■" cned Jarno “ I do not blame 
mjsclf when I detect this selfish quality among the rest 
Every man desires -to gather all things lound him, to shape 
and manage them according to his own pleasure the money 
which he himself docs not expend, he seldom reckons well 
expended ■" 

“Certainly,” observed Eothano, “much of the capital might 
be abated, if vve consumed the interest less capriciously ■” 

“ Tlic only tiling I shall mention,” said the other, “ the only 
reason I can urge against youi non proceeding with those 
alterations, which, for a time at least, must cause jou loss, is, 
that joii j ourself are still in debt, and that the payment 
presses hard on you My advnee is, therefore, to postpone 
y our plan till you are altogether free ” 

“And in the moan while leave it at the mercy of a bullet, 
or the fall of a tile, to annihilate the whole lesult of my 
existence and activity ' O my friend' it is ever thus, it is 
ever the besetting fault of cultivated men, that they wish to 
spend Ihcir whole resources on some idea, scarcely any' part of 
them on tangible existing ob|ccts WTiy was it that I con- 
tracted dcbtn, that I quarrelled with my uncle, that I loft my 
sisters to themselves so long ® Purely for the sake of an idea 
In Amcnen, I fancied I might accomplish something , over 
s« os, I hoped to become useful and essential if any' txusk was 
not begirt wnth a thousand dancers, I considered it trivial, 
iiiiw orlliy of me How dificrently do matters now appear * 
How precious, how important seems the duty which is nearest 
me, w hatev or it may be ' ” 

"I ijccollcct tlie letter winch vou sent mo from the "Westem 
world, said .Inmo “it contained the words *1 will return, 
and in m\ hou«c, amid mv fields, among my people, I will 
«ay //err or ere ii .ii''rrtra 

my IriLiid ’ and I am sliU repeating it, and still 
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repining at myself that I am not so busy here as I was there 
For certain equable, continuous modes of life, there is nothing 
more than judgment necessary, and we study to attain nothmg 
more , so that we become unable to discern what cs.traoxdinaTy 
services each vulgai day requires of us , or if we do discern 
them, we find abundance of excuses for not doing them A 
judicious man is valuable to himself, but of little value for 
the general whole ” 

“We will not,” said Jamo, “bear too hard upon judgment 
let us grant that whenever extraordinary things are done, they 
are generally foolish ” 

“ Yes ' and just because they are not done according to 
the proper plan My brother-in-law, you see, is giving up 
his fortune, so fai as in his power, to the Community of 
Herinhut he reckons that by doing so, he is advancing the 
salvation of his soul Had he saciificed a small portion of his 
revenue, he might have rendered many people happy, might 
have made for them and for himself a heaven upon earth 
Our sacrifices are rarely of an active kind , we, as it were, 
abandon what we give away It is not from resolution but 
despair, that we renounce our property In these days, I 
confess it, the image of the Count is hovering constantly 
before me , I have firmly resolved on doing from conviction, 
what a crazy fear is forcing upon him I will not wait for 
being cured Here are the papers they require only to be 
properly drawn out Take the lawyer with you , our guest 
will help what I want, you know as well as I , recovering 
or dying I will stand by it, and say Here or nowhere w 
HermUut 

When he mentioned dying, Lydia sank before his bed , she 
hung upon his arm, and wept bitterly The surgeon entered , 
Jamo gave our friend the papers, and made Lydia leave the 
room 

“ For Heaven's sake ' what is this about the Count ” cried 
Wilhelm, when they reached the hall and were alone “ What 
Coimt is it that means to join the Herrnhuters ? ” 
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“ One whom you know very weBs** said Jarno ** You your- 
self are the ghost who have frightened the unhappy wiseacre 
into piety , you are the villam who have brought his pretty 
wife to such a state, that she inchnes accompanying him ” 

“ AtiH she IS Lothario’s sister ? * cned our fnend 
“No other ' ” — And Lothario knows — 

“ The whole ” 

“O let me fly*” cried Wilhelm “How shall I appear 
before him ? "W^at can he say to me J*” 

“That no man should cast a stone at his biother , that 
when one composes long speeches, with a view to shame his 
neighbours, he should speak them to a looking-glass * 

“ Do you know that too ? ” 

And many things beside,” said Jamo with a smile ** But 
in the present case,” continued he, “ you shaB not get away 
from me so easily as you did last time You need not now 
be apprehensive of my bounty-money , I have ceased to be 
a soldier , when I was one, you might have thought more 
charitably of me Since you saw me, many things have 
altered My Prince, my only friend and benefactor, being 
dead, I have now withdrawn from busy life and its concerns 
I used to have a pleasure in advancing what was reasonable , 
when I met with any despicable thing, I hesitated not to call 
it so and men had never done with talkmg of my restless 
head and wicked tongue The herd of people diead sound 
understanding more than anything , they ought to dread 
stupidity, if they had any notion what was really dreadful 
Understanding is unpleasant, they must have it pushed aside , 
stupidity IS but pernicious, they can let it stay Well, be it 
so ' I need to live , I will by and by communicate my plans 
to jou, if you inchne, you shall partake in them But 
tell me first how things have gone with you I see, I feel 
that you are changed How is it w ith your ancient maggot 
of producing something beautiful and good in the society of 
gypsies !*” 

* Do not speak of it ' ” cried W^ilhelm 


“I have been 
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already punished for it People talk about the stage, but 
none, that has not been upon it personally, can form the 
smallest notion of it How utterly these men are unacquainted 
with themselves, how thoughtlessly they carry on their tiade, 
how boundless their pretensions are, no mortal can conceive 
Each not only would be fiist, but sole, each wishes to ex- 
clude the rest, and does not see that even with them, he can 
scarcely accomphsh anything Each thmks himself a man 
of marvellous originality, yet with a ravening appetite for 
novelly, he cannot walk a footstep from the beaten tiack 
How vehemently they counterwork each other • It is only the 
pitifulest self-love, the narrowest views of interest, that umte 
them Of reciprocal accommodation they have no idea , back- 
biting and hidden spitefulness maintain a constant jealousy 
among them In then hves they are either rakes or simple- 
tons Each claims the loftiest respect, each writhes undei 
the slightest blame ‘ All this he knew already,’ he will tell 
you • Why then did he not do it ^ Ever needy, ever un- 
condding, they seem as if their gieatest feai were reason and 
sood taste, their highest care were to secure the maiesty of 
then self-will ” 

Wilhelm drew breath, intending to proceed with his eulo- 
gium, when an immoderate laugh from Jamo interrupted him 
“ Poor actors ' ” cried he , threw himself into a chair, and 
laughed away “ Poor dear actors ' Do you know, my fiiend,” 
continued he, recovering fi om his fit, “ that you have been 
describing not the playhouse, but the w'orld , that out of all 
ranks I could find you characters and domgs in abundance, 
to suit your cruel pencil ? Pardon me, it makes me laugh 
again, that you should think these amiable quahties existed 
on the boards alone ” 

Wilhelm checked his feelings Jarno’s extravagant, un- 
timely laughter had m truth offended him “It is scarcely 
hiding youi misanthropy,” said he, “ when you maintain that 
faults like these are univeisal ” 

“ And it shows your unacquaintance with the world, when 
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you impute them to the theatie iix such a heinous light I 
pardon in the player every fault that springs from self- 
deception and the desire to please If he seem not something 
to himself and others, he is nothing To seem is his vocation , 
he must prize liis moment of applause, for he gets no other 
recompense , he must try to glitter, he is there to do so ” 

“You "Will give me leave at least to smile, in my turn,” 
answered Wilhelm “ I should never have believed that you 
could be so merciful, so tolerant ” 

“ I swear to you I am serious, fully and deliberately scnous 
All faults of the man I can pardon in the player , no fault 
of the player can I pardon in the man Ho not set me upon 
chanting my lament about the latter it might have a sharper 
sound than yours ” 

The Surgeon entered from the cabinet , and to the question 
how his patient was, he answered with a lively air of com- 
plaisance “ Extremely well indeed , I hope soon to see him 
quite recovered ” He hastened through the hall, not waiting 
Wilhelm’s speech, who was preparing to inquire again with 
greater importunity about the leathern case His anxiety 
to gam some tidings of his Amazon inspired him with con- 
fidence m Jarno he disclosed his case to him, and begged his 
help “You that know so many things,” said he, "can you 
not discover this ?” 

Jamo reflected for a moment, then turning to his fnend 
“Be calm,” said he, “give no one any hint of it we shall 
come upon the fair one’s footsteps, never fear At present, 
I am anxious only for Eothano the case is dangerous, the 
kindliness and comfoi table talkmg of the Doctor tells me 
so We should be quit of Eydia , for here she does no good 
but how to set about the task, I know not Tonight I am 
looking for our old Physician , we shall then take farther 
counsel ” 
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CHAPTER IV 

The Physician came it was the good, old, little Doctor 
whom we know already, and to whom we were obliged for the 
commumcation of the pious Manuscript First of all, he 
visited the wounded man , with whose condition he appeared 
to be by no means satisfied He had next a long interview 
with Jarno but they made no allusion to the subject of it 
when they came to supper 

Wilhelm saluted him in the kindest manner, and inquired 
about the Harper “ We have still hopes of bringing lound 
the hapless creature,” answered the Physician “ He formed 
a dreary item in your limited and singular way of life,” said 
Jarno “ How has it fared with him ^ Tell me ” 

Having satisfied Jamo’s curiosity, the Physician thus pro- 
ceeded “ I have never seen another man so strangely circum- 
stanced For many yeais, he has not felt the smallest interest 
in anything without him, scarcely paid the smallest notice to 
it wrapped up in himself, he has looked at nothmg but his 
own hollow empty Me, which seemed to him like an immeasur- 
able abyss It was really touching, when he spoke to us of 
this mournful state ‘Before me,' ciied he, ‘I see nothing, 
behind me nothing but an endless night, in which I live in the 
most horrid solitude There is no feeling in me, but the feel- 
ing of my gmlt and this appears but like a dim formless 
spirit, far before me Yet here there is no height, no depth, 
no forwards, no backwards , no words can express this never - 
changing state Often in the agony of this sameness, I ex- 
claim with violence Forever ' forever and this dark incompre- 
hensible word IS clear and plain to the gloom of my condition 
No ray of a Divinity illuminates this night , I shed all my 
tears b^ myself and for myself Nothing is more horrible to 
me than friendship and love , for they alone excite m me the 
wish that the Apparitions which surround me might be leal. 
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But these two Spectres also ha\e aiisen from the abyss to 
plague me, and at length to tear from me the precious 
consciousness of my existence, unearthly though it be ’ 

“You should hear him speak,'” continued the Physician, 
when in hours of confidence he thus alleviates his heart I 
have hstened to him often with the deepest feelings 'When 
pressed by anything, and as it were compelled for an instant 
to confess that a space of time has passed, he looks astounded, 
then again refers the alteration to the things about him, 
considering it as an appearance of appearances, and so re- 
jecting the idea of progress in duration One night he sung 
a song about his grey hairs we all sat round him weeping ” 

“ O get it for me i ” cried 'Wilhelm 

“But have you not discovered any tiace of what he calls 
his crime inqmred Jarno “nor found out the reason of his 
wearing such a singular garb , of his conduct at the burning 
of the house , of his rage against the child ? ” 

“ It is only by conjectures that we can appioximate to any 
knowledge of his fate to question him directly, contradicts 
our principle Observing easily that he was of the Catholic 
rehgion, we thought perhaps confession might afibrd him some 
assuagement , but he shrinks away, with the strangest gestures, 
every time we try to introduce the pnest to him Howevei, 
not to leave your curiosity respecting him entirely unsatisfied, 
I may communicate our suppositions on the subject In his 
jouth, we think, he must have been a clergyman hence pro- 
bably his wish to keep his beard and long cloak The joys of 
love appear to ha\e remained for many years unknown to him 
Eate in life, as we conceive, some aberration with a lady leiy 
nearly related to him, then hei death, the consequence of an 
unlucky cieatuie's birth, have altogether ciazed his brain 
"His chief delusion is a fancy that he brmgs misfortune 
everywhere along with him , and that death, to be univittingh 
occasioned by a boy, is constantly impending over him At 
first he was afraid of Mignon, not knowing that she was a girl , 
then Pell'S, fiightencd him , and as, with all his misery, he has 

'Ol, II i 
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a boundless love of life, this may peihaps have been the origin 
of his aversion to the child ” 

“ What hopes have you of his recovery ^ ” inquired our 
fnend 

“ It advances slowly,” answered the Physician , “ yet it 
does advance He continues his appointed occupations we 
have now accustomed him to read the newspapers , he always 
looks for them with eagerness ” 

“ I am cunous about his songs,” said Jamo 
“Of these I can engage to get you several,” leplied the 
Doctor “ Our parson'’s eldest son, who frequently writes 
down his father's sermons, has, unnoticed by the Harper, 
marked on paper many stanzas of his smgmg , out of which 
some songs have giadually been pieced together ” 

Next morning Jarno met oui fiiend, and said to him We 
have to ask a kindness of you Lydia must, for some time, be 
removed her violent unreasonable love and passionateness 
hinders the Baron’s recoveiy His wound requires rest and 
calmness, though with his healthy temperament it is not 
dangerous You see how Eydia tortuies him with hei 
tempestuous anxieties, her ungovernable tenors, her never- 
drying tears , and — ^Enough ' ” he added with a smile, aftei 
pausing for a moment, “ oui Doctor expressly requires that 
she must quit us for a while We have got her to beheve 
that a lady, one of her most intimate fi lends, is at present m 
the neighbouihood, wishing and expecting mstantly to see 
her She has been prevailed upon to undertake a journey to 
our lawyer’s, which is but two leagues off This man is in the 
secret he will wofully lament that Fiaulein Theresa should 
lust have left him again , he will seem to think she may still 
be overtaken Dydia will hasten after her , and if you prosper, 
will be led from place to place At last, if she insist on turn- 
ing back, you must not contiadict her , but the night will 
help you , the coachman is a cunning knave, and we shall 
speak with lum before he goes You aie to tiavel with her 
in the coach, to talk to her, and manage the adventuie ” 



CHA5 IV 3 MEISTER’S APPRENTICESHIP 19 

“It IS a strange and dubious commission that you give 
me,” answered Willielm “How painful is the sight of true 
love injured ' And am I to be the instrument of injuring it ^ 
I have never cheated any person so , for it has always seemed 
to me that if we once begin deceiving with a view to good 
and useful purposes, we run the nsk of carrying it to excess ” 

“ Yet you cannot manage children otherwise,” said Jamo 
“ With children it may do,” said Wilhelm , “ for we love 
them tenderly, and take an open charge of them But with 
our equals, in behalf of whom our heart is not so sure to call 
upon us for forbearance, it might frequently be dangerous 
Yet do not think,” he added, after pausing for a moment, 
that I intend to decline the task on this account Honour- 
ing your judgment, as I do, feelmg sucdi attachment to your 
noble fiiend, such eagerness to forward his recovery by what- 
ever means, I willingly foiget myself and my opinions It is 
not enough that we can nsk our life to serve a friend , m the 
hour of need we should also yield him our convictions Our 
dearest passions, our best w ishes we are bound to sacrifice in 
helping him I undertake the charge , though it is easy to 
foresee the pain I shall have to suffer from the teais, from 
the despair of Lydia ” 

“ And for this, no small reward awaits you,” answered 
Jarno " Eraulein Theresa, whom you get acquainted with, 
IS a lady such as you will rarely see She puts many a man 
to shame I may say, she is a genuine Amazon , while others 
are but pretty counterfeits, that wander up and down the 
world in that ambiguous dress ” 

Wilhelm was struck he almost fancied that in Theresa he 
would find his Amazon again , especially as Jamo, whom 
he importuned to tell him more, broke off abruptly, and went 
away 

The new, near hope of once more seemg that beloved and 
honoured being, awoke a thousand feelings in his heart He 
now looked upon the task, which had been given him, as the 
intervention of a special Providence, the thought that he 
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was minded treacherously tc carry oflp a helpless girl from 
the object of her smcerest warmest love, dwelt but a moment 
in his mind, as the shadow of a bird ilits over the sunshiny 
earth 

The coach was at the door, Lydia Imgeicd for a moment, 
as she was about to mount “ Salute your lord again for me,” 
said she to the old servant , “ tell him that I shall he home 
before night ” Tears were standing in her eyes, as she again 
looked hack when the carnage started She then turned round 
to Wilhelm , made an effort to compose herself, and said 
“ In Fraulem Theresa you will find a very interesting person 
I wonder what it is that brings her hither for, you must know, 
Lothario and she once passionately loved each other In spite 
of the distance, he often used to visit her I was staying with 
her then , I thought they would have li\ ed and died foi one 
anothei But all at once it went to wreck, no creature could 
discover why He had seen me, and I must confess that I 
was envious of Theresa’s fortune , that I scarcely hid my love 
from him , that when he suddenly appeared to choose me in 
her stead, I could not but accept of him She behaved to 
me beyond my wishes , though it almost seemed as if I had 
robbed her of this precious lover But ah, how many thousand 
tears and pains that love of his has cost me ' At first we met 
only now and then, and by stealth, at some appointed place , 
but I could not long endure that kind of life in* his presence 
only was I happy, wholly happy ' Par fiom him, my eyes 
were never diy, my pulse was never calm Once he stayed 
away foi several days I was altogether in despaii , I ordered 
out my carnage, and suipiised him here He received me 
tenderly , and had not this unlucky quaiiel happened, I 
should have led a heavenly life with him But since tlio 
time when he began to he in danger and in pain, I shall 
not say what I have suffeied at this moment I am bitteily 
reproaching myself, that I could leave him for a single day ” 
Wilhelm was pioceednig to inquire about Theresa, when 
they reached the lawyer’s house. This gentleman came 
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forwaid to the coach, lamenting wofully that Fraulein Theresa 
was already gone He invited them to breakfast , signifying, 
however, that the lady might be overtaken m the nearest 
village They determined upon following her the coachman 
did not loiter , they had soon passed several villages, and yet 
come up with nobody Eydia now gave orders for returning , 
the coachman drove along, as if he did not undeistand her 
As she insisted ivith redoubled vehemence, Wilhelm called to 
him, and gave the promised token The coachman answered, 
that it was not necessary to go back by the same road , he 
knew a shorter, and at the same time greatly easier one He 
now turned aside across a wood, and over large commons At 
last, no object they could recognise appearing, he confessed 
that unfortunately he had lost his way, declaring at the 
same time that he would soon get right again, as he saw a 
little town before him Night came on, the coachman 
managed so discreetly that he asked eveiywhere, and nowhere 
waited for an answer He drove along all night Eydia 
never closed an eye, in the moonshine she was constantly 
detecting similaiities, which as constantly turned out to be 
dissimilar In the morning, things around seemed known to 
her, and but more strange on that account The coach drew 
up before a neat little country-house , a young lady stepped 
out, and opened the caiiiage-door Eydia looked at her with 
a stare of w onder , looked round , looked at her again , and 
fainted in the arms of Wilhelm 


CHAPTER V 

IViiHELM was conducted to a httle upper-room the house 
was new , as small nearly as it could be, and extremely orderly 
and clean In Theresa, who had welcomed him and Eydia at 
the coach, he had not found his Amazon she was another 
and an altogether diflerent woman Handsome, and but of 
middle stature, she moved about with great alertness, and 
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it seemed as if her clear blue open eyes let nothing that 
occurred escape them 

She entered Wilhelm’s room, inquiring if he wanted 
anything “Pardon me,” said she, “for having lodged you 
in a chamber which the smell of paint still renders disagree- 
able my little dwelling is but just made ready , you are 
handselling this room, which is appointed for my guests 
Would that you had come on some more pleasant errand • 
Poor Eydia is like to be a dull companion , in other points 
also, you will have much to pardon My cook has run away 
from me, at this unseasonable time , and a serving-mau has 
bruised his hand The case might happen I had to manage 
everything myself, and if it were so, why then we should just 
put up with it One is plagued so with nobody as with one’s 
servants , none of them will serve you, scarcely even seive 
himself ” 

She said a good deal more on difierent matters , in geneial 
she seemed to like speaking Wilhelm inquired for Eydia, 
if he might not see her, and endeavour to excuse himself 

“ It will have no effect at present,” said Theresa , “ time 
excuses, as it comforts Woids, in both cases, are of little 
effect Lydia will not see you ‘ Keep him from my sight,’ 
she cned, when I was leaving hei , * I could almost despair of 
human natuie Such an honourable countenance, so frank a 
manner, and this secret guile ' ’ Lothano she has quite 
forgiven in a letter to the poor girl he declares ‘ My 
friends peisuaded me, my friends compelled me*’ Among 
these she reckons you, and she condemns you with the rest ” 

“She does me too much honour in so blaming me,” said 
Wilhelm “I have no pietension to the friendship of that 
noble gentleman, on Ibis occasion, I am but a guiltless 
instrument I will not praise what I have done , it is enough 
that ‘I could doit It concerned the health, it concerned the 
life of a man, whom I value moie than any one I ever knew 
before O what a man is he, Eraulein , and what men are 
they that live about him ! In their society I for the first 
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time, I may well say, earned on a conversation , for the fiist 
time, was the inmost sense of my words returned to^ me, more 
nch, more full, more comprehensive, from another’s mouth, 
what I had been groping for, was rendered clear to me , what 
I had been thinking, I was taught to see Unfortunately 
this enjoyment was disturbed, at first by numerous anxieties 
and whims, and then by this unpleasant task I undertook 
it with submission , for I reckoned it my duty, even though 
I sacrificed my feelings, to comply with the request of this 
gifted company of men ” 

While he spoke, Theresa had been looking at him with a 
very friendly air ** O how sweet is it, to hear one s own 
opinion uttered by a stranger tongile ' We are never properly 
ourselves until another thinks entirely as we do My own 
opinion of Lothano is perfectly the same as yours it is not 
every one that does him justice, and therefoie all that know 
him better are enthusiastic in esteem of him The painfiil 
sentiment that mingles with the memory of him in my heart, 
cannot hinder me from thinking of him daily ” A sigh heaved 
her bosom as she spoke thus , and a lovely tear ghttered in 
her right eye “Think not,” continued she, “that I am so 
weak, so easy to be moved It is but the eye that weeps 
There was a little wart upon the under eyelid, they haie 
happily removed it, but the eye has been weak ever since, 
the smallest cause brings a tear into it Here sat the little 
wart you cannot see a vestige of it now ” 

He saw no vestige , but be saw into her eye , it v as dear 
as crystal , he almost imagined he could see to the very 
bottom of her soul 

“We have now,” said she, “pronounced the watchword of 
our friendship let us get entirely acquainted as fast as 
possible The history of every person paints his character 
I will tell you what my life has been do you too place a 
httle trust m me , and let us be united even when distance 
parts us The world is so waste and empty, when we figure 
only towns and hills and rivers m it , but to know of some 
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one here and there nhom A\e accord with, who is living on 
with us even in silence, this makes our earthly ball a peopled 
garden ” 

She hastened off, engaging soon to take him out to walk 
Her presence had affected him agreeably he wished to be 
informed of her lelation to Eothaiio He was called , she 
came to meet him from her loom WHiile they descended, 
necessarily one by one, the strait and even stccpish stairs, 
she said “ All this might have been larger and grander, had 
I chosen to accept the offers of your generous friend but to 
continue w'orfchy of him, I must study to retain the qualities 
wlueh gave me merit in his eyes — ^^Vlle^e is the steward?” 
asked she, stepping from the bottom of the stairs “You 
must not think,” continued she, “ that I am nch enough to 
need a stew'ard the few acres of my own little property I 
myself can manage w’ell enough Tlie steward is my new 
neighbour’s, who has bought a fine estate beside us, every' 
point of which I am acquainted with The good old gentle- 
man IS lying ill of gout , his men are strangers here , I 
willingly assist in settling them ” 

They took a walk through fields, meadows and some 
orchards Everywhere Theresa kept instiucting the stew'aid, 
nothing so minute but she could give account of it, and 
Wilhelm had reason to wonder at her knowledge, her pre- 
cision, the piompt dexteiity with which she suggested means 
for ends She loitered nowhere , always hastened to the 
leading points , and thus her task w as quickly over “ Salute 
your master,” said she, as she sent away the man , I mean to 
visit him as soon as possible, and wish him a complete 
recovery — Theie now,” she added with a smile, os soon os 
he was gone, “ I might soon be rich my good neighbour, I 
believe, would not be disinclined to offer me his hand ” 

“ The old man with the gout ? ” cried Wilhelm “ I know 
not how, at youi years, you could bring yourself to make so 
desperate a determination ” “ Noi am I tempted to it ' ” said 

Theresa “Whoevei can admimster what he possesses has 
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enough, and to be wealthy is a burdensome affair, unless 
you understand it ” 

Wilhelm testified his sidmiration at her skill in husbandry 
concerns "Decided inclmation, early opportunity, estemal 
impulse, and contmued occupation in a useful business,'’ said 
she, "make many things, which were at first far harder, 
possible m life When you have learned what causes stimu- 
lated me in this pursmt, you will cease to wonder at the 
talent you now thmk strange ** 

On returning home, she sent him to her little garden 
Here he could scarcely turn himself, so narrow were the walks, 
so thickly u as it sown and planted On lookmg over to the 
court, he could not help smibng the firewood was lying 
there, as accurately sawed, split and piled, as if it had been 
part of the bmlding, and had been intended to continue 
permanently theie The tubs and implements, all dean, 
were standing in their places the house was painted white 
and red , it was really pleasant to behold Whatever can 
be done by handicraft, which knows not beautiful proportions, 
but labours for convenience, cheerfulness and durabihty, 
appeared united in this spot They served him up dinner in 
his own room , he had time enough for meditating Es- 
pecially it struck him, that he should have got acquainted 
with another person of so interesting a character, who had 
been so closely related to Lothano " It is just,” said he to 
himself, "that a man so gifted should attract round him 
gifted women How far the influence of manlmess and 
dignity extends • IV ould that others did not come so 
wofully short, compared with him' Yes, confess thy fear 
When thou meetest with thy Amazon, this woman of w omen, 
in spite of all thy hopes and dreaming, thou wilt find her, in 
the end, to thy humiliation and thy shame, — his bride ” 
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CHAPTER VI 

Wiumui had passed a restless afternoon) not altogether 
without tedium , when towards evening his door opened, and 
a handsome hunter-boy stept forward with a bow “ Shall we 
have a walk ? ” said the youth , and in the instant Wilhelm 
recognised Theresa by her lovely eyes. 

‘‘Pardon me this masquerade,” said she, “for now, alas, 
it IS nothing more Rut as I am going to tell you of the time 
when I so enjoyed the world, I will recall those days, by every 
method, to my fancy Come along • Even the place, where 
we have rested so often from our hunts and promenades, shall 
help me ” 

They went accordingly On the way, Theresa said to her 
attendant “It is not fan that I alone should speak you 
already know enough of me, I nothing about you Tell me 
in the mean while something of yourself, that I may gather 
courage to submit to you my history and situation ” “ Alas • ” 
said Wilhelm, “ I have nothing to relate but error on the back 
of error, deviation following deviation and I know none from 
whom I would more gladly hide my present and my past 
embarrassments than from yourself Your look, the scene 
you move in, your whole temperament and manner, prove to 
me that you have reason to rejoice in your bygone life , that 
you have travelled by a fair, clear path, m constant progress , 
that you have lost no time, that you have nothing to reproach 
yourself ■withal ” 

Theresa answered with a smile “Let us see if you will 
think so, after you have heard my history” They walked 
along among some general remarks, Theresa asked him 
“ Are you free ? ” “I think I am,” said he , “ and yet I do 
not ivish it.” “ Good ' ” said she “ that indicates a compli- 
cated story , you also will have something to relate ” 

Conversmg thus, they ascended the hill, and placed them- 
selves beside a lofty oak, which spread its shade far out on 
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every side ‘‘Here,” said sbe, beneath this German tree, 
will I disclose to you the history of a German maiden listen 
to me patiently 

“ My father was a wealthy nobleman of this province, a 
cheerful, -clear-sighted, active, able man , a tender father, an 
upright fncnd, an excellent economist I knew hut one fault 
in him , he was too compliant to a wife who did not know his 
worth Alas, that I should have to say so of my mother • 
Her nature was the opposite of his She was quick and 
changeful, without affection either for her home, or for me 
her only child , extravagant, hut beautiful, sprightly, full of 
talent, the dehght of a circle she had gathered round her 
Her society m truth was never large , nor did it long continue 
the same It consisted principally of men , for no woman 
could hke to he near her, still less could she endure the merit 
or the praise of any woman I resembled my father, both in 
form and dispositions As the duckling, with its first foot- 
steps, seeks the water , so, from my earbest youth, the kitchen, 
the store-room, the granaiies, the fields, were my selected 
element. Cleanliness and order in the house, seemed, even 
while I was playing in it, to be my peculiar instinct, my 
peculiar object This tendency gave my father pleasure , and 
he directed, step by step, my childish endeavour into the suit- 
ablest employments On the contrary, my mother did not 
hke me, and she never for a moment hid it 

“ I waxed m stature with my years, mcreased my turn for 
occupation and my father's love to me When we were by 
ourselves, when walking through the fields, when I was helping 
to examine his accounts, it was then I could see how glad he 
was While gazing on his eyes, I felt as if I had been looking 
in upon myself foi it was in the eyes that I completely re- 
sembled him But in the presence of my mother, he lost this 
energy, this aspect he excused me mildly, when she blamed me 
unjustly and violently , he took my part, not as if he would 
protect me, but as if he would extenuate the demerit of my 
good qualities To none of her caprices did he set himself in 
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opposition She began to be immensely taken with a passion 
for the stage , a theatre was soon got up , of men of all shapes 
and ages, crowding to display themselves along with her upon 
her boards, she had abundance , of women, on the other hand, 
there was often a scarcity Lydia, a pretty girl, who had been 
brought up with me, and who promised from the fiist to be 
extremely beautiful, had to undertake the secondary parts, 
the mothers and the aunts were represented by an ancient 
chambermaid , while the leading heioines, lovers, and shep- 
herdesses of eveiy kind, were seized on by my mother I 
cannot tell you how ridiculous it seemed to me, to see the 
people, every one of whom I knew full well, standing on their 
scaffold, and pretending, after they had dressed themselves in 
other clothes, to pass for something else than what they were 
In my eyes they were nevei anything but Lydia and my 
mother, this baion and that secretary, whether they appeared 
as counts and piinces or as peasants and I could not under- 
stand how they meant to make me think that they were 
sad or happy, that they weie indifFeient oi in love, liberal or 
avaricious, when I well knew the contrary to be the case Ac- 
cordingly, I very seldom stayed among tlie audience I always 
snuifed theii candles, that I might not be entirely without 
employment , I prepared the supper , and next morning before 
they rose I used to have then wardrobe all sorted, which 
commonly, the night before, they had left in a chaotic state 
“ To my mother this activity appeared quite piopei , but 
her love I could not gam She despised me , and I know for 
certain that she more than once exclaimed with bitterness 
'If the mother could be as unceitain as the father, you would 
scarcely take this housemaid foi my daughter ' ’ Such treat- 
ment, I confess, at length entirely estranged me from her I 
viewed her conduct as the conduct of a person unconnected 
with me , and being used to watch our servants like a falcon 
(for this, be it sard in passing, is the ground of all true house- 
keeping), the proceedings of my mother and her friends, at 
the same time, naturally forced themselves upon my observa- 
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tion It; was easy to perceive tliat slie did not loolw on all the 
men alike I gave sharper heed, and soon found out that 
Eydia was her confidant, and had herself, by this opportunity, 
become acquainted with a passion, which from her earhest 
youth she had so often represented I was anare of all their 
meetmgs hut I held my tongue, hinting nothing to my 
father, whom I was afraid of troubbng At last, however, I 
was obliged to speak Many of their enterpnses could not be 
accomplished without corrupting the servants These now 
began to grow refractory , they despised my father’s legula- 
tions, disregarded my commands The disorders which arose 
&om this I could not tolerate , I discovered all, complained of 
all to my father 

“ He listened to me calmly ‘ Good girl ' ’ replied he with 
a smile , ‘ I know it all be quiet, bear it patiently , for it is 
on thy account alone that 1 endure it ’ 

“I was not quiet, I had not patience I m secret 
blamed my father , for I did not think that any reason should 
induce him to endure such things I called for regularity 
from all the servants, I was bent on driving matters to 
extremity 

“ My mother had been nch before her marriage , yet she 
squandered more than she had a right to, and this, as I 
observed, occsasioned many conferences between my parents 
For a long time, the evil was not helped, till at last the 
passions of my mother brought it to a head 

Her first gallant became unfaithful in a glaring manner 
the house, the neighbourhood, her whole condition grew 
offensive to her She insisted on lemoving to a different 
estate , there she was too solitary she insisted on removing 
to the town, there she felt herself eclipsed among the crowd 
Of much that passed between my fatlier and her 1 know 
nothing Iiowevei, he at last determined, under stipulations 
which I did not learn, to consent that she should take a 
journey, which she had been meditating, to the South of 
France 
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“We were now fiee , we lived as if in heaven I do believe, 
my father could not be a loser, had he puichased her absence 
by a considerable sum All our useless domestics were dis- 
missed , and fortune seemed to smile on our undertakings we 
had some extremely prosperous years , all things succeeded to 
our wish But, alas, this pleasing state was not of long con- 
tinuance , altogether unexpectedly my father had a shock of 
palsy , it lamed his right side, and deprived him of the proper 
use of speech We had to guess at everything that he re- 
quired , for he never could pronounce the woid that he 
intended There were times when this was dreadfully afflict- 
ing to us he would require expressly to be left alone with 
me, with earnest gestures he would signify that every one 
should go away , and when we saw ourselves alone, he could 
not speak the word he meant His impatience mounted to 
the highest pitch his situation touched me to the inmost 
heart Thus much seemed certain he had something which 
he wished to tell me, which especially concerned my interest 
What longing did I feel to know it ' At other times, I could 
discover all things in his eyes but now it was in vain. Even 
his eyes no longer spoke Only this was clear he -wanted 
nothing, he desired nothing , he v as striving to discover some- 
thing to me , which unhappily I did not learn His malady 
revisited him he grew entirely inactive, incapable of motion, 
and a short time afterwards he died 

“I know not how it had got looted in my thoughts that 
somewhere he had hid a treasure, which he wished at death 
to leave me lather than my mother I searched about for 
traces of it while he lived, but I could meet with none, at his 
death a seal was put on everything I wrote to my mother, 
offering to continue in the house, and manage for her she 
refused, and I was obliged to leave the place A mutual testa- 
ment was now produced , it gave my mother the possession 
and the use of all , and I was left, at least throughout her 
hfe, dependent on her. It was now that I conceived I rightly 
understood my father's beckoning I pitied him for having 
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been so weak « he had let himself be forced to do tmjnstly to 
me even after he was dead Certain of my friends mamtained, 
that it was httle better than if he had disinherited me they 
called upon me to attack the will by law , but this I never 
could resolve on domg I reverenced my father's memory too 
much , I trusted in destiny , I trusted in myself 

“ There was a lady in the neighbourhood possessed of large 
property, with whom I had always been on good terms she 
gladly received me , I engaged to superintend her household, 
and ere long the task grew very easy to me She lived 
regidarly, she loved order in everything and I faithfully 
assisted her m struggling with her steward and domestics 
I am neither of a niggardly nor grudging temper , but we 
women are disposed to insist, more earnestly than men, that 
nothmg shall be wasted Embezzlement of edl sorts is intolei- 
able to us we require that each enjoy exactly in so far as 
nght entitles him 

“Here I was in my dement once more, I mourned my 
father’s death in silence My protectress was content with 
me one small circumstance alone disturbed my peace Eydia 
returned my mother had been harsh enough to cast the 
poor girl off, after having altogether spoiled her Eydia 
had learned with her mistress to consider passions as her 
occupation , she was wont to curb herself in nothmg On 
her imei^pected reappearance, the lady whom I hved with 
took her m , she wished to help me, but could tram herself 
to nothmg 

“ About this time, the relatives and future heirs of my pro- 
tectress often visited the house, to recreate themselves with 
hunting Eothano was frequently among them it was not 
long till I had noticed, though without the smallest reference 
to myself, how far he was superior to the rest He Was 
courteous towards all , and Eydia seemed, ere long to have 
attracted his attention to her Constantly engaged m some- 
thing, I was seldom with the company while he was there I 
did not talk so much as usual , for I will con&ss it, hvely 
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conversation, fiom of old, had been to me the iinest seasoning 
of existence With my fathei I was wont to talk of every- 
thing that happened What you do not speak of, you will 
seldom accuiately think of No man had I ever heard with 
gi eater pleasure than I did Eothaiio, when he told us of his 
travels and campaigns The world appeared to lie before 
him clear and open, as to me the district was in which I lived 
and managed We weie not entertained with marvellous 
personal adventuies, the extravagant half-truths of a shallow 
traveller, who is always painting out himself, and not the 
country he has undertaken to describe Ijothario did not tell 
us his adventures , he led us to the place itself I have seldom 
felt so pure a satisfaction 

‘‘But still higher was my pleasuie, when I heard him talk, 
one evening, about women The subject happened to be 
introduced, some ladies of the neighbouihood had come to 
see us , and were speaking, in the common style, about the 
cultivation of the female mind Our sex, they said, ivas 
treated unjustly , every sort of higher education men insisted 
on retaining for themselves they admitted us to no science, 
they required us either to be dolls or family drudges To all 
this Liothano said not much but when the party was a httlc 
thinned, he gave us his opinion more explicitly ‘ It is very 
strange,' cued he, ‘ that men are blamed for their proceeding 
here they have placed woman on the highest station she is 
capable of occupying And where is there any station higher 
than the ordering of the house ? While the husband has to 
vex himself with outward matters, while he has wealth to 
gather and secure, while perhaps he takes part in the ad- 
ministration of the state, and everywhere depends on circum- 
stances , ruling nothing, I may say, while he conceives that he 
IS ruling much , compelled to be but politic where he would 
willingly be reasonable, to dissemble where he would be open, 
to be false where he would be upright, while thus, for the 
sake of an object which he never reaches, he must eveiy 
moment sacrifice the first of objects, harmony with himself,— 



S3 


CHAP VI] MEISTEB’S APPRENTICESHIP 

B reasonable housewife is actnially governing in the interior 
of her family , has the comfort and activity of every person in 
it to provide for^ and make possible IVkat is the highest 
happiness of mortals, if not to ei-ecute what we consider right 
and good , to be really masters of the means conducive to our 
aims ? And where should or can our nearest aims be, hut 
m the interior of our home ^ All those indispeiuahle, and 
still to be renewed supplies, where do we expect, do tve lequire 
to find them, if not in the place where we nse and where 
we go to sleep, where kitchen and cellar, and every species of 
accommodation for ourselves and ours is to he always ready ^ 
What unvarying activity is needed to conduct this constantly 
recurring senes in unbroken living order > How few are the 
men, to whom it is given to return regularly like a star, 
to command their day as they command their night , to form 
for themselves their household instruments, to sow and to 
reap, to gain and to expend, and to travel round their circle 
with perpetual success and peace and love ' It is when a 
woman has attained this inward mastery, that she truly makes 
the husband whom she loves a master her attention will 
acquire all sorts of knowledge , her activity will turn them 
all to profit Thus is she dependent upon no one , and she 
procures her husband genume mdependence, that which is 
interior and domestic whatever he possesses, -he beholds 
secured, what he earns, well employed, and thus he can 
direct his mind to lofty objects, and if fortune favours, he may 
act in the state the same character which so well becomes his 
wife at home ’ 

“He then described to us the kind of wife he wished I 
reddened, for he was describing me as I looked and lived 
I silently enjoyed my triumph , and the more, as I per- 
ceived, from all the circumstances, that he had not meant 
me individually, that mdeed he did not know me I cannot 
lecollect a more delightful feehng m my life than this, 
when a man whom I so highly valued gave the preference, 
not to my person, but to my inmost nature What a re- 

voi- n. c 
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compense did I consider it' What encouragement did it 
afford me • 

“So soon as they were gone, my worthy benefactiess, with 
a smile, observed to me ‘Pity that men often think and 
speak of what they will never execute, else here were a special 
match, the exact thmg for my dear Theresa ' ’ I made sport 
of her remark , and added, that indeed men's understanding 
gave its vote for household wives , but that their heart and 
imagination longed for other quabties , and that we house- 
hold people could not stand a rivalry with beautiful and 
lovely women This was spoken for the car of Eydia, she 
did not hide from us that Ijothario had made a deep im- 
pression on her heart, and m reality, he seemed at each new 
visit to grow more and more attentive to her She was pool 
and not of rank , she could not think of marriage but she 
was unable to resist the dear delight of chaiming and of being 
charmed I had nevei loved, nor did I love at present but 
though it was unspeakably agreeable to see in what light 
my turn of mind was viewed, how high it was ranked by 
such a man, I will confess I still was not altogether satis- 
fied I now wished that he should be acquainted with me, 
and should take a personal interest in me This ivish arose, 
without the smallest settled thought of anything that could 
result from it 

“ The greatest service I did my benefactress, was in bimging 
into Older the extensive forests which belonged to her In 
this precious piopeity, whose value time and circumstances 
were continually increasing, matters still went on accordmg 
to the old routine , without regularity, without plan no end 
to theft and fraud Many hills weie standing bare, an equal 
growth was nowhere to be found but in the oldest cuttings 
I personally visited the whole of them, with an experienced 
forester I got the woods correctly measured , I set men to 
hew, to sow, to plant, m a short time, all things weie in 
progress That I might mount more readily on horseback, 
and also walk on foot with less obstruction, I had a suit of 
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men's clothes made for me , I was present m many places, I 
vas feared in all 

“Hearing that our young friends with Eothaiio were pur- 
posmg to ^ve another hunt, it came into my head, for the 
first time m my life, to make a figure , or that I may not do 
myself injustice, to pass m the eyes of this nohle gentleman 
for what I was I put on my men’s-clothes, took my gun 
upon my shoulder, and went forward ivith our hunters, to 
await the party on our marches They came , XiOthano did 
not know me a nephew of the lady’s introduced me to him 
as a clever forester , joked about my youth, and carried on 
his jesting in my praise, till at last Ijothario recognised me 
The nephew seconded my project, as if we had concocted it 
together He circumstantially and gratefully described what 
I had done for the estates of his aunt, and consequently for 
huns^ 

“Xothano hstened with attention, he talked with me, 
inquired concerning all particulars of the estates and district 
I of course was glad to have such an opportunity of showing 
him my knowledge I stood my ordeal very well , I submitted 
certam projects of improvement to him , which he sanctioned, 
telling me of similar examples, and strengthening my argu- 
ments by the connemon which he gave them My satisfaction 
grew moie perfect every moment Happily, however, I merely 
wished that he should be acquainted with me, not that he 
should love me. We came home and I observed more clearlj 
than before, that the attention he showed to Eydia seemed 
expressive of a secret inclmation I had reached my object, 
jet I was not at rest from that day, he showed a true 
respect for me, a fine trust in me , in company he usually 
spoke to me, asked mj opmion, and appeared to be persuaded 
that, in household matters, nothing was unknown to me 
His sjmp'ithy excited me extremely even when the con- 
versation was of general finance and political economy, he 
used to lead me to take part m it , and in his absence, I 
endeavoured to acquire more knowledge of our pronnee, nay. 



36 MEISTER’S APPRENTICESHIP [BOOK vn 

of all the empire. The task was easy for me it was but 
repeating on the great scale what I knew so accurately on the 
small 

Prom this period he visited our house oftener. We 
talked, I may say, of everything yet in some degree our con- 
versation always in the end giew economical, if even hut in a 
secondary sense What immense effects a man, by the con- 
tinuous application of his powers, his time, his money, even 
by means which seem but small, may bring about, was fie- 
quenlly and largely spoken of 

“ I did not withstand the tendency which drew’ me tow ards 
him and, alas, I felt too soon how deep, how cordial, how 
pure and genuine was my love, as I believed it more and more 
apparent that Lydia and not myself was the occasion of these 
visits She, at least, was most vividly persuaded so , she 
made me her confidant, and this, again, in some degree, 
consoled me Por in truth, what she explained so much to 
her advantage, I reckoned nowise of importance , there was 
not a trace of any serious lasting union being meditated , but 
the more distinctly did I see the wish of the impassioned girl 
to be his at any price 

“ Thus did matters stand, when the lady of the house 
surprised me with an unexpected message * Lothario,' said 
she, ‘ offers you his hand, and desires through life to have you 
ever at his side ’ She enlarged upon my qualities, and told 
me, what I liked sufficiently to hear, that in me XiOthano was 
persuaded he had found the person whom he had so long been 
seeking for 

“The height of happiness was now attained foi me my 
hand was asked by a man foi whom I had the greatest value , 
beside whom and along with whom I might expect a full, 
expanded, free and profitable emplo 3 ’ment of my inborn 
tendency, of my talent perfected by practice The sum of my 
existence seemed to have enlarged itself into infinitude I 
gave my consent, he himself came, and spoke witli me in 
piivate , he held out his hand to me , he looked into my eyes, he 
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clasped me m his aims, and pressed a kiss upon my lips It 
ivas the first and the last He confided to me all his ciicum- 
stonces , told me how much his American campaign had cost 
him, what debts he had accumulated on his property , that, 
on this score, he had in some measure quarrelled with his 
granduncle, that the worthy gentleman mtended to relieve him, 
though truly m his own pecuhar way, being minded to provide 
him with a nch wife, wheieas a man of sense would choose a 
household wife at all events , that however, by his sistei''s 
influence, he hoped his noble relative would be persuaded 
He set before me the condition of his fortune, his plans, his 
prospects, and requested my cooperation Till his uncle 
should consent, our promise was to be a secret 

“ Scaredy was he gone, when Xydia asked me, whether he 
had spoken of her I answered no, and tired her with a 
long detail of economical afiairs She was restless, out of 
humour, and his conduct, when he came again, did not 
improve her situation 

“ Sut the sun, I see, is bending to the place of rest IVell 
for you, my fiiend ' You would otherwise ha\e had to heai 
this story, which I often enough go over by myself, in all its 
most minute particulars Let me hasten we are coming to 
an epoch, on which it is not good to hnger 

** Ijothano I was made acquainted with his noble sister , 
and she, at a convenient time, contrived to introduce me to 
the uncle I gained the old man , he consented to our wishes , 
and I letumed, with happy tidings, to my benefactress The 
affair was now no secret in the house Lydia heard of it, 
she thought the thing impossible "When she could no longei 
doubt of it, she vanished all at once we knew not whither 
she had gone 

« Our marriage-day was coming near I had often asked 
him for his portrait , just as he was going ofiF, I reminded him 
that he had promised it He said ‘You have never given 
me the case you want to have it fitted into ’ This was true 
I had got a present from a female friend, on which I set no 
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ordinaiy \alue Her name, worked fiom her own hair, was 
fastened on the outer glass ; within there was a vacant piece 
of ivory, on which her portrait was to have been painted, 
when a sudden death snatched her fiom me Eothano's love 
had cheered me at the time her death lay heavy on my spirits 
and I wished to have the void, which she had left me in her 
present, filled by the picture of my friend 

“ I ran to my chamber , fetched my jewel-box, and opened 
it in his presence Scarcely had he looked into it, when he 
noticed a medallion with the portrait of a lady He took it 
in his hand, considered it attentively, and asked me hastily 
whose face it was * My mother’s,' answered I ‘I could have 
sworn,’ said he, ‘ that it was the portrait of a Madame Saint 
Alban, whom I met some years ago in Switzerland ’ ‘ It is 

the same,’ replied I, smiling , * and so you have unwittingly 
become acquainted with youi mothei-in-law Saint Alban is 
the name my mothei has assumed for travelling with she 
passes undei it in France at present ’ 

“ ‘ I am the miserablest’ man alive • ’ exclaimed he, as he 
thiew the portrait back into the box, covered his eyes with his 
hand, and burned from the room He sprang on horseback , 
I ran to the balcony, and called out after him he turned, 
waved his hand to me, went speedily away, — and I have never 
seen him more ” 

The sun went down Theresa gazed with unaveited looks 
upon the splendour , and both her fine eyes filled with tears 
Theresa spoke not she laid her hand upon her new friend’s 
hands he kissed it with emotion , she dried her tears, and 
rose Let us return, and see that all is right,” said she 
The conversation was not lively by the way They entered 
the garden-door, and noticed Eydia sitting on a bench she 
rose, withdrew before them, and walked m She had a paper 
in her hand , two httle girls were by her “ I see,” observed 
Theresa, “she is still carrying her only comfort, Liothano’s 
letter, with her. He promises that she shall live with him 
again, so soon as he is well, he begs of her till then to stay 
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m peace -with me On these -words she hangs , with these lines 
she solaces herself but -with his friends she is extremely angrj ” 
Mean-while the t-wo children had approached They 
courtesied to Theresa, and gave her an account of all that had 
occurred -while she was absent " You see here another part of 
my employment,” said Theresa “ Lothario’s sister and I have 
made a league we educate some little ones in common such 
as promise "to be hvely serviceable housewives I take charge 
of, she of such as show a -finer and more quiet talent, it is 
right to -proMde for the happiness of future husbands both in 
household and in intellectual matters When you become 
acquainted with my noble fnend, a new era in your life will 
open Her beauty, her goodness, make her worthy of -the 
reverence of the world ’ "Wilhelm did not venture to confess, 
that unhappily the lovely Countess was already knoivn -to 
him that his transient connexion with her would occasion him 
perpetual sorrow He was well pleased that Theresa let the 
conversation drop , that some business called for her within 
He was now alone the intelligence which he had just 
received, of the young and lovely Countess bemg driven to 
replace, by deeds of benevolence, her o-wn lost comfort, made 
him very sad , he felt that -with her it was but a need of self- 
obh-vion, an attempt to supply, by the hopes of happiness to 
others, the want of a cheerful enjoyment of existence m herself 
He thought Theresa happy, since even in that unexpected 
melancholy alteration which had -taken place in her prospects, 
there was no alteration needed in herself “ How fortunate 
beyond all others,” cned he, “is the man who, in order to 
adjust himself to fate, is not reqmred to cast away his whole 
preceding life ' ” 

Theresa came in-to his room, and begged pardon for dis* 
turbmg him “My whole library,” said she, “is in the wall- 
press here , they are rather books which 1 do not throw aside, 
than which I have taken up Lydia wants a pious book 
there are one or two of that sort among them Persons who 
throughout the whole twelve months are worldly, think it 
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necessaiy to be godly at a time of stiaits all moral and 
religious matters they regaid as physic, whidi is to be taken, 
with aversion, when they aie unwell in a clergj^man, a 
moralist, they see nothing but a doctor, whom they cannot 
soon enough get iid of Now, I confess, I look upon religion 
as a kind of diet, which can only he so when I make a constant 
practice of it, when throughout the whole twelve months I 
never lose it out of sight ” 

She searched among the books , she found some edij^ung 
works, as they are called “It was of my mothei,” said 
Theresa, ‘*that poor Lydia learned to have lecoursc to hooks 
like these While her gallant continued faithful, plays and 
novels were her life , his departure brought religious writings 
once more into cicdit I, for my shaie, cannot undeistand,'*' 
continued she, “ how men have made themselves believe that 
God speaks to us through hooks and histones The man, to 
whom the univeisc does not reveal diiectly what i elation it has 
to him , whose heait does not tell him what he owes to himself 
1 and others, — ^that roan will scarcely learn it out of books , 
which generally do little moie than give oui criors names ” 

She left our friend alone he passed his evening in examin- 
ing the little library , it had, in truth, been gathered qmte at 
landom 

Theresa, for the few days Wilhelm spent with her, continued 
still the same she related to him, at different times, the con- 
sequences of that singular incident with great minuteness 
Day and hour, place and name, were present to her memoiy 
we shall here compress into a word or two, so much of it as 
will be necessary for the information of our readeis 

The reason of Lothaiio’s quick departure was unhappily 
too easy to explain He had met Theresa's mother on her 
journey her charms attracted him , she was no niggard of 
them , and this luckless transitory abenatiou came at length 
to shut him out from being united to a lady, whom nature 
seemed to have expressly made for him As for Theresa, she 
continued in the pure ciicle of h6i duties Tliey learned that 
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Eydia had. been living in the neighbourhood in secret She 
was happy that the marriage, though for imknown causes, had 
not been completed She endeavoured to renew her intimacy 
with Xiothario and more, as it seemed, out of desperation 
than afiection, by surprise than with consideration, from 
tedium than of puipose, he had met her wishes 

Theresa was quiet on the subject , she made no pretensions 
farther to him, and if he had even been her husband, she 
would probably have had sufficient spirit to endure a matter 
of this kind, if it had not troubled her domestic ordei at 
least she often used to say, that a wife, who properly conducted 
her economy, should take no umbrage at such little fancies of 
her husband, but be always certain that he would return 

Ere long, Theresa's mother had deranged her fortune the 
losses fell upon the daughter, whose share of the effects, in 
consequence, was small The old lady, who had been Theresa's 
benefactiess, died , leaving her a little property in land, and a 
handsome sum by way of legacy Theresa soon contiived to 
make herself at home in this new nairow circle Lnothaiio 
offeied her a better property, Jamo endeavouring to negotiate 
the business but she refused it I will show,” said she, 
" in this httle, that I deserved to share the great with him 
but I keep this before me, that, should accident embarrass me, 
on my own account or that of others, I will betake myself 
without the smallest hesitation to my generous fnend ” 

There is nothing less liable to be concealed and unemployed 
than well-directed piactical activity Scaicely had she settled 
in her httle property, when her acquaintance and advice began 
to be desired by many of her neighbours , and the proprietor 
of the adjacent lands gave hei plainly enough to understand, 
that it depended on herself alone, whether she would take his 
hand, and be heiress of the greater part of his estates She 
had already mentioned the matter to our fnend she often 
jested with him about marriages, suitable and unsmtable 

“ Nothing,” said she once, “ gives a gieater loose to people's 
tongues, than when a mairiage happens, which they can 
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denominaxe unsuitable and yet the unsuitable are far more 
common tban the suitable , for, alas, with most mamages, it 
IS not long till things assume a very piteous look The con- 
fusion of lanks by mainage can be called unsuitable, only 
when the one party is unable to participate in the manner of 
existence which is native, habitual, and which at length grow s 
absolutely necessary to the other The different classes have 
different ways of living, which they cannot change or communi- 
cate to one another , and this is the reason why connexions 
such as these, m general, were better not formed Yet excep- 
tions, and exceptions of the happiest kind, are possible Thus 
too, the mariiage of a young woman with a man advanced in 
hfe IS generally unsuitable , yet I have seen some such turn 
out extremely well For me, I know but of one kind of 
marriage that would be entirely unsmtable , that in which I 
should be called upon to make a show, and manage ceremonies 
I had rather give my hand to the son of any honest farmer in 
the neighbourhood ” 

Wilhelm at length made ready for returning He requested 
of Theresa to obtain for him a parting word with Eydia The 
impassioned girl at last consented he said some kindly things 
to her, to which she answered “The first buist of anguish 
I have conquered Eothario will be ever dear to me but foi 
those friends of his, I know them , and it grieves me that they 
are about him The Abbd, for a whim’s sake, could leave a 
person in extreme need, or even plunge one into it , the Hoctoi 
would have all things go on like clock-work, Jamo has no 
heart and you — at least no force of character ' Just go on , 
let these three people use you as then tool , they will have 
many an execution to commit to you For a long time, as I 
know well, my presence has been hateful to them I had not 
found out then seciet, but I had observed that they had one. 
Why these bolted rooms, these strange passages ? Why can 
no one ever reach the central tower ? Why did they banish 
me, whenever they could, to my own chambei ? I ivill confess, 
jealousy at first incited me to these discoveries I feared some 
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lucky rival might be hid, there I have now laid aside that 
suspicion I am well convinced that Lothario loves me, that 
he means honourably by me , but I am quite as well convinced 
that his false and artful friends betray him If you would 
really do him service , if you would evei be forgiven for the 
injury which I have suffered from you, free him from the 
hands of these men But what am I e\.pecting * Give this 
letter to him repeat what it contains , that I will love him 
for ever, that 1 depend upon his word Ah * ” cned she, rising 
and throwing herself with tears upon Theresa’s neck “he is 
sunounded by my foes , they will endeavour to persuade him 
that I have sacrificed nothing for his sake O ' Lothario may 
well believe that he is worthy of any sacrifice, without needing 
to be grateful for it ” 

Wilhelm’s parting with Theresa was moie cheeiful she 
wished they might soon meet again “ Me you wholly know,” 
said she “ I alone have talked while we have been together 
It will be your duty, next time, to repay my candour ” 

During hjs return, he kept contemplating this new and 
bright phenomenon, with the liveliest recollection What 
confidence had she inspired him with ' He thought of 
Mignon and Pelix , and how happy they might be if under 
her direction then he thought of himself, and felt what 
pleasure it would he to live beside a being so entirely serene 
and clear As he approached Lothario's Castle, he observed, 
with more than usual interest, the central tower and the many 
passages and side-buildings he resolved to question Jamo or 
the Abbe on the subject, by the earliest opportunity 


CHAPTER VII 

On ariivmg at the Castle, WiKielm found its noble owner 
in the way of full recovery the Doctor and the Abbe had 
gone off, Jamo alone was there It was not long till the 
patient now and then could ride , sometimes by himself. 
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sometimes with his fiiends His conveisation Mas at once 
courteous and earnest, instructne and enlivening you could 
often notice in it tiaces of a tcndei sensibility, although he 
strove to hide it, and almost seemed to blame it, when m spite 
of him it came to view 

One evening while at table be was silent, though his look 
was very cheerful 

“Today,” said Jaino, “you have met with an adventure, 
and a pleasing one f ” 

“I give you credit for your penetration'” said Lothaiio 
“ Yes, I have met with a very pleasing adventure At another 
time, perhaps I should not have considered it so charming as 
today, vhen it came upon me so attractively Towards night, 
I rode out beyond the nver, through the hamlets, by a path 
which I had often visited in former years My corporeal 
sufferings must hav’e reduced me moie than I supposed I felt 
weak , but as my strength was re-awakening, I was as it were 
new-born All objects seemed to wear the hues they had in 
earliei times , all looked graceful, lovely, charming, as they 
have not looked to me for many years I easily obseived that 
it was mere debility , yet I continued to enjoy it I rode softly 
onwards, and could now conceive how^^ men may giow to like 
diseases, which attune us to those sweet emotions You know, 
perhaps, what used of old so frequently to lead me that way ?” 

“If I mistake not,” answered Jarno, “it was a little lov’e 
concern you w’ere engaged in with a faimer’s daughtei ” 

“ It might be called a great one,” said Eothaiio “ for we 
loved each other deeply, seriously and foi a long time Today, 
it happened, everything combined to repiesent before me in its 
liveliest colour the earliest season of our love The boys were 
again shaking maybugs fiom the trees , the ashen giove had 
not grown larger since the day I saw her first It was now 
long since I had met with Margaret She is married at a 
distance , and I had heard by chance, that she was come 
with her children, some weeks ago, to pay a visit to her 
fathei.” 
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“ This nde, then, was not altogethei accidental ? ’ 

“ I will not deny,” replied Eothano, “ that I wished to 
meet her On coming near the house, I saw her father sitting 
at the door , a (duld of probably a year old was standmg by 
him As I approached, a female gave a hasty look &om an 
upper window , and a minute afterwards, I heard some person 
tnppmg down-stairs I thought surely it was she and I will 
confess, I was flattering myself that she had recognised me, 
and was hastenmg to meet me But what was my surprise 
and disappointment, when she bounded from the door , seized 
the child, to which the horses had come pretty close, and took 
it in ' It gave me a painful twinge my vanity, however, was 
a htUe solaced, when I thought I saw a tmt of redness on her 
neck, and on the ear, which was uncovered 

“I drew up, and spoke a little with the father, glancing 
sideways, in the mean time, ov'et all the windows, to observe 
if she would not appear at some of them but no trace of her 
was visible Ask I would not, so I rode away My dis- 
pleasure was a little molhfied by wonder though I had not 
seen the face, it appeared to me that she was scarcely changed , 
and ten years are a pretty space ' Nay, she looked even 
younger, quite as slim, as light of foot , her neck if possible 
was loveher than before , her cheeks as quick at hlushmg , yet 
she Vi as the mother of six children, perhaps of more lius 
apparition suited the enchantment which surrounded me so 
well, that I rode along with feelings grown still youngei 
and I did not turn till I was at the forest, when the sun was 
going down Strongly as the falhng dew, and the prescription 
of our Doctor, called upon me to proceed direct homewards, I 
could not help again going round by the farm-house I observed 
a woman walking up and down the gai den, which is fenced hj 
a light hedge I rode along the footpath to it , and found 
myself at no great distance from the person whom I wanted 
“Though the evening sun was glancing in my eyes, I saw 
that she was busy with the hedge, which only slightly covered 
her I thought I recognised my mistress On eommg up, I 
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halted, not without a palpitation at the heait Some high 
twigs of wild roses, which a soft air was blowing to and fro, 
made her figure indistmct to me I spoke to her, asked her 
how she was She answered in an undci-tonc, ‘Quite well’ 
In the mean time I perceived a child behind the hedge, 
engaged in plucking roses, and I took the opportunity of 
asking where her other children were ‘ It is not my child,’ 
said she ‘ that were rather early ' ’ And at this moment, it 
happened that the twigs weie blown aside, and hei face could 
be distinctly seen I knew not what to make of the affair. It 
was my mistress, and it was not Almost younger, almost 
lovelier than she used to be ten years before ‘ Are not you 
the farmer’s daughter, then •” inquired I, half confused ‘ No,’ 
said she ‘ I am her cousin ’ 

“‘You resemble one another wonderfully,’ added I 
“‘Yes, so says every one that knew her half-a-scoic of 
years ago ’ 

“ I continued putting various questions to her my mistake 
was pleasant to me, even after I had found it out I could 
not leave this living image of bygone blessedness, that stood 
before me The child meanwhile had gone away , it had 
wandeied to the pond in search of flowers She took her * 
leave, and hastened after it 

“I had now, however, learned that my former love was 
really in her father’s house while riding forward, I employed 
myself in guessing whether it had been her cousin or she, that 
had secured the child from harm I more than once, in thought, 
repeated all the circumstances of the incident I can remembei 
few thmgs that have afiected me more giatefully Rut I feel 
that I am still unwell we must ask the Doctor to deliver us 
from the remains of this pathetic humoui ” 

With confidential narratives of pretty love-adventures, it 
often happens as with ghost-stones , when the first is told, the 
others follow of themselves 

Our little party, m recalling other times, found numerous 
passages of this description Eothaiio had the most to tell 
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Jamo's histones were all of one peculiar character what 
Wilhelm could disclose we already know He was apprehen- 
sive they might mention his adventure with the Countess , hut 
it was not hinted at, not even in the remotest manner 

“ It IS true,” observed Lothario, “ there can scarcely any 
feeling in the world he more agreeable, than when the heart, 
after a pause of indifference, again opens to love for some new 
object, yet I would forever have renounced that happiness, 
had fate been pleased to unite me with Theresa We are not 
always youths , we ought not always to be children To the 
man, who knows the world , who understands what he should 
do in it, what he should hope from it, nothing can be more 
desirable than meeting with a wife who will everywhere co- 
operate with him, who ivill everywhere prepare his way for 
him , IV hose diligence takes up what his must leav’e , whose 
occupation spreads itself on every side, while his must travel 
forward on its smgle path Wliat a heaven had I figured 
for myself beside Theresa ' Not the heaven of an enthusi- 
astic bhss , but of a sure life on eaith order in prosperity, 
courage in adversity, care for the smallest, and a spirit capable 
of comprehending and managing the greatest O * I saw in 
her the qualities, which, when developed, make such women as 
we find in history, whose excellence appears to us far preferable 
to that of men this clearness of view, this eiqaertness in 
nil emergencies, this sureness in details, vv'hich brings the 
whole so accurately out, although they never seem to think of 
it You may well forgive me,” added he, and turned to 
Wilhelm with a smile, “that I forsook Aurelia for Theresa 
with the one I could expect a calm and cheerful life, with the 
other not a happy hour ” 

“ I will confess,” said W^ilhdm, " that in coming hither, I 
had no small anger in mj heait against you , that I proposed 
to censure with seventy jour conduct to Aurelia ” 

*'It was icnlljr censurable,” said Lothario “I should not 
have evchanged mv friendship for her with the sentiment of 
lov e , I should not, in place of the respect which she deserved. 
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have intruded an attachment she was neither calculated to 
excite nor to maintain Alas • she was not lovely when she 
loved , the greatest misery that can befall a woman ” 

“Well, it IS past'” said Wilhelm “We cannot always 
shun the things we blame m spite of us, our feelings and our 
actions sometimes strangely swerve fiom their natmal and 
right direction , yet there are certain duties which we nevei 
should lose sight of Peace be to the ashes of our fiiend • 
Without censuiing ourselves or her, let us, with sympathising 
hearts, strew flowers upon her grave But at the grave in 
which the hapless mother sleeps, let me ask why you acknow- 
ledge not the child , a son whom any fathei might rejoice in, 
and whom you appear entirely to overlook ? With your pure 
and tender nature, how can you altogether cast away tlie 
instinct of a parent ’’ All this while, you have not spent one 
syllable upon that piecious creature, of whose attractions I 
could say so much ” 

“Whom do you speak of?” asked Eothario “I do not 
understand you ” 

“ Of whom but of your son, Aurelia's son, the lovely child, 
to whose good fortune there is nothing wanting, but that a 
tender father should acknowledge and receive him ” 

“You mistake, my friend,” exclaimed Eothario “‘Aureha 
never had a son, at least by me I know of no child, or I 
would with joy acknowledge it , and even in the present case, 
I will gladly look upon the little creature as a relic of her, 
and take charge of educating it But did she ever give you 
to beheve that the boy was hers, was mine ? ” 

“I cannot recollect that I ever heard a word from her 
expressly on the subject but we took it up so, and I nevei for 
a moment doubted it ” 

“ I can give you something like a clue to this perplexity,” 
said Jarno “ An old woman, whom you must have noticed 
often, gave Aureha the child she accepted it with passion, 
hoping to alleviate her sorrows by its presence and, in truth, 
it gave her many a comfoi table houi.” 
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This discovery awoke auxieties in Wilhelm , he thought 
of his dear Mignon and his beautiful Felix with the hveliest 
distinctness He expressed his wish to remove them both 
from the state in which they were 

“We shall soon arrange it,” said Lothario “The little 
girl may be committed to Theresa , she cannot he in bettei 
hands As for the boy, I think you should yourself take 
charge of him what in us the women leave unculti\ated, 
children cultivate, when we retain them near us ” 

“But first, I think,” said Jamo, “you will once for all 
renounce the stage, as you have no talent for it ” 

Our friend was struck he had to curb himself, for Jamo s 
harsh sentence had not a little wounded his self-love “If 
you mnvince me of that,” replied he, forcing a smile, “you 
will do me a service , though it is but a mournful service to 
rouse one fiom a pleasing dream ” 

“Without enlarging on the subject,” answered Jamo, “I 
could merely wish you would go and fetch the children The 
rest will come in course ” 

“I am ready,” answered WiUielm “I am restless, and 
curious to see if I can get no farther knowledge of the boy 
I long to see the little girl, who has attached herself so 
strangely to me ” 

It was agreed that he should lose no time in setting out 
Nevt day, he had prepared himself, his horse was saddled he 
only waited for Lothario, to take leave of him At the 
dinner hour, they went as usual to table, not waiting for the 
master of the house He did not come till late , and then 
sat doivn by them 

** I could bet,” said Jarno, “that today you have again 
been making trial of your tenderness of heart , you have not 
been able to withstand the curiosity to see your quondam 
love ” 

“ Guessed ' ” replied Lothano 

“Let us hear,” said Jamo, “how it went I long to know ” 

** ^ confess,” replied Iiothario, “ the affair lay nearer my 

VOi u n 
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heart than it reasonably ought so I formed the resolution of 
again nding out, and actually seeing the peison, whose 
renewed young image had alfected me with such a pleasing 
illusion I alighted at some distance from the house, and 
sent the hoises to a side, that the children, who were playing 
at the door, might not he disturbed I entered the house , 
by chance she met me just withm the threshold , it was 
herself, and I recognised hei, notwithstanding the stnking 
change She had grown stouter, and seemed to he larger 
her gracehilness was shaded by a look of staidness , her 
vivacity had passed into a calm reflectiveness Her head, 
which she once bore so airily and fieely, drooped a little, 
slight furrows had been traced upon her brow 

“ She cast down her eyes on seeing me , but no blush 
announced any inwaid movement of the heart I held out 
my hand to her, she gave me hers I inquired about hei 
husband, he was absent, about her childien, she stept out 
and called them , all came in and gathered lound her 
Nothing IS moie charming than to see a mother with a child 
upon her aim , nothing is more reverend than a mother 
among many children That I might say something, I asked 
the name of the youngest She desired me to walk in, and 
see her father I agreed, she introduced me to the room, 
where everything was standing almost just as I had left it, 
and what seemed stranger still, the fair cousin, her living 
image, was sitting on the very seat behind the spinning-wheel, 
where I had found my love so often in the self-same form 
A little girl, the veiy figure of her mother, bad come after 
us , and thus I stood in the most curious scene, between the 
future and the past, as in a grove of oranges, where, within 
a little circle, flowers and fruits aie living, in successive stages 
of their growth, beside each other The cousin went away 
to fetch us some refreshment , I gave the woman I had loved 
so much my hand, and said to her ‘I feel a true joy in 
seeing you again ’ ‘You are very good to say so,’ answered 
she ‘but I also can assure you I feel the highest joy How 
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often have I wished to see you once more m my life ' I have 
wished it in moments, which I regarded as my last’ She 
said this with a settled voice, without appearance of emotion, 
with that natural air which of old delighted me so much 
The cousin returned, the father with her and I leave you 
to conceive with what feelings I remained, and with what I 
came away ” 


CHAPTER VIII 

In his journey to the town, our friend was thmking of the 
lovely women whom he knew, or had heard of their curious 
fortunes, which contained so httle happiness, were present 
to him with a sad distinctness “ Ah ' ” cned he, poor 
Manana' What shall I yet learn of thee!* And thou 
noble Amazon, glonous protecting spint, to whom I owe so 
much, whom I everjrwhere evpect to meet, and nowhere see, 
in what mournful circumstances may I find thee, shouldst 
thou again appear before me ' ” 

On his amval in the town, there was not one of his ac- 
quaintances at home he hastened to the theatre , he supposed 
they would be rehearsmg Here, however, all was still , the 
house seemed empty , one little door alone was open Passmg 
through it to the stage, he found Aurelia’s ancient servmg- 
maid, employed in sewing linen for a new decoration there 
was barely light enough to let her work Pell's and Mignon 
were sitting by her on the floor they had a book* between 
them , and while Mignon read aloud, Felix was repeating ail 
the words, as if he too knew his letters, as if he too could read 

The children started up and ran to him he embraced them 
with the tenderest feelings, and brought them closer to the 
woman "Art thou the person,” said he to her, with an 
earnest voice, " from whom Aurelia received this child ^ ” 
She looked up from her work, and turned her face to him, 
he saw her in full light , he started back in teiror , it was old 
Baibaia. 
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Wliere is Manana ciied he 

'‘Far from here,” lephed the crone. 

“ And Felix >* ” 

“Is the son of that unhappy, and too true and tender- 
hearted girl * May you never feel what you have made us 
sulFei ' May the treasure which I now deliver you, make you 
as happy as he made us wretched ' ” 

She aiose to go away Wilhelm held her fast “I mean 
not to escape you,” said she , “ let me fetch a paper that will 
make you glad and soiiowful ” 

She retired , and Wilhelm gazed upon the child with a 
painiiil joy he duist not reckon him his own “He is 
thme • ” cned Mignoii , “ he is thine > ” and pressed the child 
to Wilhelm’s knee 

Barbara came back, and handed him a lettei “ Here aie 
Mariana’s last woids,” said she 

“ She IS dead * ” cried be 

“Dead,” said the old woman. “I ivish to spare you all 
reproaches ” 

Astonished and confounded, Wilhelm broke up the letter , 
but scarcely had he read the first words of it, when a bitter 
grief took hold of him , lie let the letter fall , and sank upon 
a seat Mignon burned to him, tiying to console him. In 
the mean time, Felix had picked up the letter , he teased his 
playmate till she yielded, till she knelt beside him, and read 
it ovei Felix lepeated the words, and Wilhelm was com- 
pelled to ‘hear them twice “ If this sheet should ever reach 
thee, then lament thy ill-staired friend Thy love has caused 
her death The boy, whose biith I survive but a few days, is 
thine I die faithful to thee, much as appearances may be 
against me with thee I lost everything that bound me to 
life I die content , for they have assured me that the child 
IS healthy and will live Listen to old Barbara , forgive her , 
faiewell, and forget me not ” 

What a painful, and yet to his comfort, half-enigmatic 
letter ' Its contents pierced through his heai t, as the 
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children, stuttering and stammering, pronounced and repeated 
them 

“ There you have it now i ” said the crone, not waiting till 
he had ^eco^ered “Thank Heaven that having lost so true 
a love, you have still so fine a child remaining Yom gnef 
will he imequalled, when you learn how the poor good girl 
stood faithful to you to the end , hoiv miserable she became, 
and what she sacrificed for your sake ” 

“Liet me drain the cup of sorrow and of joy at once • ” cried 
Wilhelm “Convmce me, even persuade me that she was a 
good girl, that she deserved respect as well as love , then leave 
me to my gnef for her irreparable loss ■" 

“ It IS not yet time,” said Barbara , “ I have work to do, and 
I would not we were seen together Xet it be a secret that 
Pdix IS your son I should have too much abuse to sudei 
from the company, for having formerly deceived them 
Mignon will not betray us , she is good and close ” 

“I have known it long, and I said nothing,” answered 
Mignon “ How is it possible ? ” cned Baibaia “ Whence ? ” 
cned Wilhelm 

“ The spirit told it me ” 

“ Where ? Where ^ ” 

“In the vault, when the old man drew his knife, it called 
to me ‘ Bring his father,’ and I thought it must be thou ” 

“ TVho called to thee ? ” 

“ I know not , in ray heart, in my head, I was terrified , I 
trembled, I prayed, then it called, and I understood it ” 

■Wilhelm pressed her to his heart, recommended Felix to 
her, and retired He had not observed till then that she was 
grown much paler and thinner than when he left her Madam 
Mehna was the first acquaintance he met she received him 
m the finendliest manner “O, that you might find eiery- 
thmg among us as you wished * ” exclaimed she 

“I doubt It,” answered Wilhelm, “I do not expect it 
Confess that they haie taken all their measures to dispense 
with me” ^ 
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‘'Why would you go away ?” replied his friend 

“We cannot soon enough convince ourselves,” said he, 
“how very simply we may be dispensed with in the world 
What important personages we conceive ourselves to be ' 
We think that it is we alone who animate the circle we move 
in, that, in our absence, life, nourishment and breath will 
make a general pause and, alas, the void which occurs is 
scarcely remarked, so soon is it filled up again , nay, it is 
often but the place, if not for something better, at least for 
somethmg more agreeable ” 

“And the sorrows of our fnends we are not to take into 
account ? ” 

“For our fnends, too, it is well, when they soon recover 
their composure, when they say each to himself There where 
thou art, there wheie thou remainest, accompbsh what thou 
canst , be busy, be courteous, and let the present scene delight 
thee ” 

On a nariower inquiry, he found what he had looked for, 
the opera had been set up, and was exclusively attracting the 
attention of the public His parts had in the mean while 
been distributed between Horatio and Laertes, and both of 
them were in the habit of eliciting fiom the spectators 
far more bberal applause than he had ever been enabled 
to obtain 

Laertes entered, and Madam Melina cried “ Look you 
here at this lucky fellow he is soon to be a capitalist, or 
Heaven knows what ' ” Wilhelm, in embracing him, dis- 
covered that his coat was superfine the rest of bis apparel 
was simple, but of the very best materials 

“ Solve me the riddle ' ” cned our friend 

“You are still in time to learn,” replied Laertes, “that 
my running to and fio is now about to be repaid , that a 
partner in a large commercial house is turning to advantage 
my acquirements from books or observation, and allowing me 
a share with him I would give something, could I purchase 
back my confidence in women there is a pretty niece in the 
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house , and I see well enough that, if I pleased, I might soon 
be a made man ” 

“You have not heard,” said Frau Melina, “that a mamage 
has already taken place among ourselves ? Serlo is actually 
wedded to the fair Elmira , her father would not tolerate their 
secret correspondence ” 

They talked, in this manner, about many things that had 
occurred while he was absent nor was it difficult for him to 
observe, that, according to the present temper and constitution 
of the company, his dismissal had already taken place 

He impatiently e-s.pected Barbara, who had appointed him 
to wait for her far in the night She was to come when all 
were sleeping, she required as many preparations as if she 
had been the youngest maiden gliding in to her bdoved 
Meanwhile he read, a hundred times, the letter she had given 
him , read with unspeakable delight the word Jhithfiil in the 
hand of his darhng, with honor the announcement of her 
death, whose approaches she appeared to view unmoved 

Midnight was past, when something rustled at the half-open 
door, and Barbara came in with a little basket “I am to 
tell you the story of our woes,” said she, “and I must believe 
that you will sit unmoved at the recital , that you are waiting 
for me but to satisfy your curiosity , that you will now, as you 
did formerly, retire withm your cold selfishness, while our 
hearts are breaking But look you here' Thus, on that 
happy evening, did I bring you the bottle of champagne , 
thus did I place the three glasses on the table and as you 
then began, with soft nuisery tales, to cozen us and lull us 
asleep, so will I now with stein truths instruct you and keep 
jou waking” 

"Wilhelm knew not what to saj, when the old woman in 
fact let go the cork, and filled the three glasses to the 
bnro 

“Drink'” cued she, having emptied at a draught her 
foaming gloss “ Drmk, ere the spirit of it pass ' This third 
glass shall froth away untasted to the memorv of my unhappy 
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Manana How red were her lips, when she then drank 3 our 
health * Ah, and now forever pale and cold • ” 

“ Sibyl • Pury ' ” cried Wilhelm, spiinging up and sinking 
the table with his fist, "what evil spirit possesses thee and 
dnves thee Eor what dost thou take me, that thou thinkest 
the simplest nairative of Mariana's death and soriows will not 
harrow me enough, but usest these hellish arts to sharpen my 
torment ^ If thy unsatiahle greediness is such, that thou must 
level at the funeral table, dnnk and speak ' I have loathed 
thee from of old , and I cannot reckon Manana guiltless while 
I even look upon thee, her companion." 

" Softly, mem herr • " replied the crone , “ you shall not 
luffle me Your debts to us are deep and dark the ratling 
of a debtor does not anger one But you are light the 
simplest narrative will punish you sufficiently Hear, then, 
the struggle and the victory of Manana striving to continue 
yours " 

" Continue mine " cried Wilhelm “ what fable dost thou 
mean to tell me ? " 

** Interrupt me not,” said she, “ hear me, and then give 
what behef you list to me it is all one Did you not, the 
last night you were with us, find a letter in the room and take 
it with you P " 

“ I found the letter I had taken it with me it was 

lying in the neckerchief, which, m the warmth of my love, I 
had seized and carried off" 

"What did the sheet contain'*" 

"The expectation of an angry lover to be better treated 
on the next, than he had been on the preceding evening 
And that you kept your woid to him, I need not he told , for 
I saw him ivith my own eyes gliding from your house before 
daybreak ” 

" You may have seen him but what occurred ivithin ; 
how sadly Manana passed that night, how fietfully I passed 
it, you aie yet to learn I will be altogether candid , I will 
neither hide nor palliate the fact, that I persuaded Mariana 
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to yield to the solicitations of a certain Noibcrg it was with 
repugnance that she followed my advice, nay, that she even 
heard it He vras nch , he seemed attached , I hoped he 
would be constant. Soon after, he was forced to go upon his 
loumey, and Mariana became acquainted with you What 
had I then to abide ' What to hinder, what to undergo • 
* O ' cned she often, * hadst thou spared my youth, my 
innocence but four short weeks, I might have found a worthy 
object of my lov e , I had then been worthy of him, and lov o 
might have given, with a quiet eonscicnee, what now I have 
sold against my will' She entirely abandoned herself to liei 
affection for you I need not ask if you w ere happy Over her 
understanding I had an unbounded povrer, for I knew the 
means of satisfying all her little inclinations but over her 
heart I had no control , for she never sanctioned what I did 
foi her, what I counselled her to do, w hen her heart said nay 
It was only to irresistible necessity that she w ould yield but 
ere long the necessity appeared to her extremely pressing In 
the first period of her youth, she had never known want by 
a complication of misfortunes her people lost their fortune , 
the poor girl had been used to have a number of conveniences , 
and upon her young spirit certain principles of honour had 
been stamped, which made her restless, without much helping 
her She had not the smallest skill in woildly matters , she 
was mnocent in the strictest meaning of the word She 
had no idea that one could buy without paying nothing 
frightened her more than being in debt, she always rather 
liked to give than take This, and this alone, was what made 
it possible, that she could be constrained to give herself 
away, in order to get rid of various little debts which weighed 
upon her” 

“ And couldst not thou,” cried Wilhelm in an angry tone, 
“have saved her?” 

“ O yes • ” replied the beldame , “ with hunger and need , 
with sorrow and privation but for this I was not disposed ” 

“ Abominable, base procuress • So thou hast sacrificed 
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the hapless creature? Offered her up to thy throat, to thy 
insatiable maw ? ” 

It were better to compose yom self and cease your reviling,” 
said the dame “If you mil revile, go to your high noble 
houses there you will meet with many a mother full of 
anxious cares to find out for some lovely, heavenly maiden 
the most odious of men, provided he be the ncliest See the 
poor creature shivering and faltering before her fate, and 
nowhere finding consolation, till some more experienced female 
lets her understand, that by marriage she acquires the right, 
in future, to dispose of her heart and person as she pleases ” 

“ Peace • ” cned Wilhelm “ dost thou think that one 
crime can be the excuse of another ? To thy story, without 
farther observations • ” 

“ Do you hsten then, v ithout blaming > Manana became 
yours against my will In this adventure at least I have 
nothing to reproach myself with Norberg returned, he 
made haste to visit Manana she received him coldly and 
angnly , would not even admit him to a kiss I employed all 
my art in apologising for her conduct , gave him to understand 
that her confessor had awakened her conscience , that so long 
as conscientious scruples lasted one was bound to respect them 
I at last so far succeeded that he went away , I promising to 
do my utmost for him He was nch and rude, but there 
was a touch of goodness in him, and he loved Manana with- 
out hmit He promised to be patient , and I laboured with 
the greatest ardour not to try him too far With Mariana I 
had a stubborn contest I persuaded her, nay, I may call it 
forced her, by the threat of leaving hei, to wiite to Norberg 
and invite him for the night You came, and by chance 
picked up his answer in the neckerchief Your presence broke 
my game For scarcely were you gone, when she anew began 
her lamentation she swore she would not be imfaithful to 
you , she was so passionate, so frantic, that I could not help 
sincerely pitjnng her In the end, I promised, that for this 
night also, I would pacify her lover, and send him oW, under 
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some pretence or other I entreated her to go to hed , hut 
she did not seem to trust me , she kept on her clothes, and at 
last fell asleep, without undressing, agitated and exhausted 
with weeping as she was 

“Norherg came representing m the blackest hues her 
conscientious agonies and her repentance, I endeavoured to 
retain him he wished to see her, and I went into the room to 
prepare her , he followed me, and both of us at once came 
foi ward to her hed She awoke, sprang wildly up, and tore 
herself from our arms she con3ured and begged, she entreated, 
threatened and declared she would not yield She was im- 
provident enough to let fall some words about the true state 
of her affections , which poor Norherg had to understand in a 
spiritual sense At length he left her, and she locked her 
door I kept him long with me, and talked with him about 
her situation I told him that she was with child , that, poor 
girl, she should be humouied He was so delighted with his 
fatherhood, with his prospect of a boy, that he granted every- 
thing she wished, he promised rather to set out and travel 
for a time, than vex his dear, and injure her by these internal 
troubles With such intentions, at an early hour he glided 
out, and if you, mem herr, stood sentry by our house, there 
was nothing wanting to your happiness, but to have looked 
into the bosom of your rival, whom you thought so favoured 
and so fortunate, and whose appearance drove you to despair ” 

“ Art thou speaking truth ? ” said Wilhelm 

“True,” said the crone, “as I still hope to drive you to 
despair 

"Yes, certainly you would despair, if I could lightly paint 
to you the following mormng How cheerfully did she awake , 
how kindly did she call me in , how warmly thank me, how 
cordially press me to her bosom • * Now,’ said she, steppmg up 
to her mirror with a smile, * can I again take pleasure in 
myself, and in my looks, since once more I am my own, am 
his, my one beloved fiiend’s How sweet is it to conquer ' 
How I thank thee for taking charge of me , for having turned 
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thy prudence and thy understanding, once, at least, to my 
advantage • Stand by me, and devise the means of making 
me entirely happy ' ’ 

“ I assented, would not irritate her , I flattered her hopes, 
and she caiessed me tendeily If she letiied hut a moment 
fiom the window, I was made to stand and watch , for you, of 
course, would pass , for she at least would see you Thus did 
we spend the lestless day At night, at the accustomed hour, 
we looked for you with ceitainty I was alieady out waiting 
at the staircase , I grew weary, and came in to her again 
With surprise, I found her in hei military dress she looked 
cheerful, and charming beyond what I had ever seen her ‘ Do 
I not deserve,’ said she, ‘ to appear tonight in man’s appaicl ? 
Have I not struggled bravely ^ My dearest shall see me as he 
saw me for the first time I will press him as tenderly and 
with greater fieedom to my heart than then , for am not 1 his 
much more than I was then, when a noble resolution had not 
freed me ? But,’ added she, after pausing for a little, ‘ I have 
not yet entirely won him , I must still nsk the uttermost, in 
order to be worthy, to be certain of possessing him , I must 
disclose the whole to him, discover to him all my state, then 
leave it to himself to keep or to reject me This scene I am 
preparing for my friend, preparing for myself and were his 
feelings capable of casting me away, I should then belong 
again entirely to myself, my punishment would bring me con- 
solation, I would suffer all that fate could lay upon me ’ 

“ With such purposes and hopes, mem herr, this lovely girl 
expected you you came not O • how shall I describe the 
state of watching and of hope ? I see thee still before me , 
with what love, what heartfelt love, thou spokest of the man, 
whose cruelty thou hadst not yet experienced ' ” 

“ Good, dear Barbara ' ” cued Wilhelm, spiinging up, and 
seizing the old woman by the hand, “ we have had enough of 
mummery and preparation * Thy indifferent, thy calm, con- 
tented tone belays thee Give me back my Mariana ' She 
is living, she is neai at hand Not in vain didst thou choose 
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this late lonely hour to Msit me not in vain hast thou 
prepared me by thy most delicious narrative Where is she ? 
Where hast thou hidden her ? I believe all, I will promise to 
beheve all, so thou but show her to me, so thou give her to 
my aims The shadow of her I have seen already let me 
clasp her once more to my bosom I will kneel before her, I 
will entreat forgiveness , I will congratulate her upon her 
victory over herself and thee , I will bring my Felix to her 
Come' where hast thou concealed her? Eeavc 7ier, leave me 
no longer in uncertainty ' Thy object is attained Where 
hast thou hidden her'’ Eet me light thee with this candle, 
let me once more see her fair and kindly face ' ” 

He had pulled old Rarbaia from her chair she stared at 
him , tears started into her eyes, wnld pangs of gnef took hold 
of her “ What luckless error,” cncd she, “ leaves you still a 
moment’s hope? Yes, I have hidden her, but beneath the 
ground neither the hght of the sun, nor any social taper shall 
again illuminate her kindly face Take the boy Felix to hei 
grave, and say to him * There lies thy mother, whom thy 
father doomed unheard ’ The heait of Manana beats no 
longer with impatience to behold you , not in a neighbouring 
chamber is she waiting the conclusion of my narrative, or 
fable , the dork chamber has received her, to which no bride- 
groom follow s, from winch none comes to meet a lover ” 

She cast herself upon the floor beside a chair, and wept 
bitterly Wilhelm now, for the first time, felt entirely con- 
vinced that Mariana was no more , his emotions it is easy to 
conceive The old woman rose “ I have nothing more to tell 
you,” cned she, and threw a packet on the table “ Here arc 
some writings that will put your cruelty to shame peruse 
these sheets with unwet eyes, if you can ” She glided softly 
out Our fnend had not the heart to open the pocket-book 
that night he had himself presented it to Manana , he knew 
that she had carefully preserved in it every letter he had sent 
her Next morning he prevailed upon himself he untied the 
nbbon , little notes came forward written with pencil in his 
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own hand , and recalled to him. every situation, from the first 
day of their graceful acquaintance to the last of their stem 
separation In particular, it was not without acute anguish, 
that he read a small senes of billets, which had been addressed 
to himself, and to which, as he saw from their tenor, Werner 
had refused admittance 

" No one of my letters has yet penetrated to thee , my 
entreaties, my prayers have not reached thee , was it thyself 
that gave these cruel ordeisJ* Shall I nc\ei see thee more? 
ITet again I attempt it I entreat thee, come, O come ' I 
ask nob to retain thee, if I might but once moie press thee to 
my heart ” 

“ When I used to sit beside thee, holding thy hands, looking 
in thy eyes , and with the full heart of love and trust to call 
thee, * Dear, dear good Wilhelm * ’ it would please thee so, 
that I had to repeat it over and over. I repeat it once again 
‘ Dear, deal good Wilhelm * Be good as thou wert , come, 
and leave me not to perish in my wietchedness ’ ” 

“ Thou regardest me as guilty I am so , but not £is thou 
thinkest Come, let me have this single comfort to be alto- 
gether known to thee , let what ivill befall me aftei wards ” 

" Not for my sake alone, for thy own too, I beg of thee to 
come I feel the intolerable pains thou art sufiering, whilst 
thou fiiest from me Come, that our separation may be less 
cruel ' Pei haps I was nevei worthy of thee till tins moment, 
when thou art repelling me to boundless woe ” 

By all that is holy, by all that can touch a human heart, 

I call upon thee ! It involves the safety of a soul, it involves 
a life, two lives, one of which must ever be dear to thee This, 
too, thy suspicion will discredit yet I will speak it in the hour 
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of death the child which I carry under my heart is thine 
Since I began to love thee, no other man has even pressed my 
hand O that thy love, that thy uprightness, had been the 
compamons of my youth ' ” 

Thou wilt not hear me P I must even be silent Rut these 
letters will not die , perhaps they will speak to thee, when the 
shroud IS covering my lips, and the voice of thy repentance 
cannot reach my ear Through my weary life, to the last 
moment, this will he my only comfort that though I cannot 
call myself blameless, towards thee I am free from blame ” 


Wilhelm could proceed no farther he resigned himself 
entirely to his sorrow , which became still more afflicting, 
when, Laertes entering, he was obliged to hide his feelings 
Laertes showed a purse of ducats , and began to count and 
reckon them, assuring Wilhelm that there could be nothing 
finer in the world than for a man to feel himself on the way 
to wealth, that nothing then could trouble or detain him 
Wilhelm bethought him of his dream, and smiled , but at the 
same time, he remembered with a shudder, that in his vision 
Manana had forsaken him, to follow his departed father, and 
that both of them at last had moved about the garden, hover- 
ing m the air like spirits 

Laertes forced him from his meditations , he brought him 
to a coffee-house, where, immediately on Wilhelm’s entrance, 
several persons gathered round him They were men who had 
applauded his peiformance on the stage they evpiessed their 
joy at meeting him , lamenting that, as they had heard, he 
meant to leave the theatre They spoke so reasonably and 
kindly of himself and his acting, of his talent and their hopes 
from it, that Wilhelm, not without emotion, cned at last 
** ® how infinitely precious would such sympathy have been to 
me some months ago » How mstructive, how encouraging • 
Never had I turned my mind so totally from the conceins of 
the stage, never had I gone so far as to despair of the public ” 
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“ So far as this,'” said an elderly man who now stept 
forward, “we should never go. The public is large, true 
judgment, true feeling, are not quite so rare as one beheves ; 
only the artist ought not to dehiand an unconditional approval 
of his work Unconditional approval is always the least 
valuable, conditional you gentlemen are not content with 
In life, as in art, I know well, a person must take counsel with 
himself when he purposes to do or to produce anything but 
when it IS produced or done, he must listen with attention 
to the voices of a number, and with a little practice, out of 
these many votes he will be able to collect a peifect judgment. 
The few, who could themselves pronounce one, foi the most 
part hold their peace ” 

“ This they should not do,” said Wilhelm “ I have often 
heard people, who themselves kept silence in regard to works 
of meiit, complaining and lamenting that silence wais kept " 
“Today, then, we will speak aloud,” cried a young man 
“ You must dine ivith us, and we will try to pay off a little 
of the debt we have owed to you, and sometimes also to our 
good Aurelia ” 

This invitation Wilhelm courteously dechned he went to 
Fiau Melina, whom he wished to speak with on the subject of 
the children, as he meant to take them from her 

Old Barbara's seciet was not too religiously observed by 
liim He betrayed himself so soon as he again beheld the 
lovely Felix O my child ' ” cried he , “ My dear child ' ” 
He lifted him, and pressed him to his heart *' Father ' what 
hast thou brought for me ciied the child Mignon looked 
at both, as if she meant to warn them not to blab 

“ What new phenomenon is this P ” said Fiau Melina They 
got the children sent away , and Wilhelm, thinking tliat he 
did not owe old Baibara ihe strictest secrecy, disclosed the 
whole affair to Frau Melina She viewed him with a smile. 
"O' these credulous men'” exclaimed she “If anything 
is lying in their path, it is so easy to impose it on them , 
while in other cases they will neither look to the light nor 
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left, and can value nothing, whicR they have not previously 
impressed with the stamp of an arbitrary passion • ^ She 
sighed, against her will If our fnend had not been altogether 
blmd, he must have noticed m her conduct an afiection for 
him which had never been entirely subdued 

He now spoke with her about the children , how he 
purposed to keep Felix with him, and to place Mignon in 
the country Madame Melma, though sorry at the thought 
of partmg with them, said the plan w as good, nay, absolutely 
necessaiy Felix -was becoming wild with her, and Mignon 
seemed to need fresh air and other occupation , she was sickly, 
and was not yet recovering 

“Let it not mislead you,” added Frau Melina, “ that I have 
lightly hinted doubts about the boy's being really yours The 
old woman, it is true, deserves but little confidence, yet a 
person who invents untruths for her advantage may likewise 
speak the truth when truths are profitable to her Aureba 
she had hoodwinked to believe that Felix was Eothano’s son 
and it IS a property of us women that we cordially like the 
children of our lovers, though we do not know the mothers, or 
even hate them from the heart ” Febx came jumping m , she 
pressed him to her wuth a tenderness whicb was not usual 
to her 

Wilhelm hastened home, and sent for Barbara , who, how- 
ever, would not undertake to meet him till the twilight He 
received her angrily ** There is nothing in the world more 
shameful,” said he, “than estabbshmg oneself on hes and 
fables Already thou hast done much mischief with them, 
and now when thy word could decide the fortune of my life, 
now must I stand dubious, not \entuiing to call the child my 
own, though to possess him without scruple would form my 
highest happiness I cannot look upon thee, scandalous 
creature, without hatred and contempt ” 

“ Your conduct, if I speak with candour,” said the old 
woman, “appears to me intolerable Even if Febx were not 
yours, he is the fairest and the loveliest child in nature , one 
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might purchase him at any pnce^ to have him always near one 
Is he not worthy youi acceptance ■* Do not I deserve for my 
care, for the labour I have had with him, a little pension for 
the small remainder of my life ? O, you gentlemen who know 
no want ' It is well for you to talk of truth and honour but 
how the miserable being whose smallest necessity is unprovided 
for, who sees in her perplexities no friend, no hdp, no counsel , 
how she is to press through the crowd of selfish men, and to 
starve in silence, you are seldom at the tiouble to consider. 
Did you read Mariana's letters ? They are the letters she 
wrote to you at that unhappy season It was in vain that I 
attempted to approach you to deliver you these sheets your 
savage brother-in-law had so begirt you that craft and 
cunning were of no avail, and at last, when he began to 
threaten me and Mariana with imprisonment, I had then to 
cease my efforts, and lenounce all hope Does not everything 
agree with what I told you >* And does not Norberg’s letter 
put the story altogether out of doubt?" 

** AVbat letter P ” asked he 

Did you not find it in the pocket-book ? " said Baibara 
“ I have not yet lead all of them ” 

“Give me the pocket-book on that paper everything 
depends Not berg's luckless billet caused this sorrowful pei- 
plexity , another from bis hand may loose the knots, so far as 
aught may still depend upon unravelhng them " She took a 
letter from the book , Wilhelm recognised that odious writing , 
he constrained himself and read 

“ Tell me, girl, how hast thou got such power over me ? I 
would not have believed that a goddess herself could make 
a sighing lovei of me Instead of hastening towards me with 
open arms, thou shrankest back from me one might have 
taken it for aversion Is it fair that I should spend the night 
with old Baibara, sitting on a trunk, and but two doors 
between me and my pretty Maiiana ^ It is too bad, I tell 
thee ' I have promised to allow thee time to think , not 
to press thee unrelentingly , I could lun mad at e\ery wasted 
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quarter of an hour Have not I given thee gifts according to 
my power ? Dost thou still doubt of my love ? What wilt thou 
have ? Do but tell me thou shalt want for nothing Would 
the Devil had the pnest that put such stuff into thy head • 
Why didst thou go to such a churl ? There are plenty of them 
that allow young people somewhat Enough ' I tell thee 
things must alter in two days I must have an answer, for 
I am to leave the town , and if thou become not kmd and 
friendly to me, thou shalt never see me more 

In this sfyle, the letter spun itself to great length , tmning, 
to Wilhelm’s painful satisfaction, still about the same point , 
and testifymg for the truth of the account which he had got 
from Barbara A second letter clearly proved, that IManana 
in the sequel also had maintained her puipose , and it was 
not without heartfelt gnef that out of these and other papers 
Wilhelm learned the history of the unlucky girl to the very 
hour of hei death 

Barbara had gradually tamed the rude Norberg, by an- 
nouncing to him Mariana’s death, and leaving him in the 
belief that Pelix was his son Once or twice he had sent 
her money , which, however, she retained for herself, having 
talked Aurelia into taking charge of the child But un- 
happily this secret source of nches did not long endure 
Norberg by a life of not had impaired his fortune , and by 
repeated love-afiairs his heart was rendered callous to his 
supposed first-bom 

Probable as all this seemed, beautifully as it all agreed, 
Wilhelm did not venture to give way to joy He still appeared 
to dread a present commg from his evil Genius 

“ Your jealous fears,” said Barbara, who guessed his mood 
of mmd, ‘*time alone can cure Took upon the child as a 
stranger one , take stricter heed of him on that account , 
observe his gifts, his temper, his capacities , and if you do not, 
by and by, discover in him the exact resemblance of yourself^ 
your eyes must certainly be bad Of this I can assure you, 
were I a man, no one should foist a child on me but it is a 
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happiness for women, that in these cases men are not so quick 
of sight ” 

These things over, Wilhelm and Barbara parted, he was 
to take Felix with him , she to carry Mignon to Theresa, and 
afterwards to live in any place she pleased, upon a small 
annuity which he engaged to settle on her 

He sent for Mignon, to prepare her for the new arrange- 
ment Master •” said she, “keep me with thee it will do 
me good and do me ill ” 

He told her that, as she was now grown up, there should be 
something farther done foi her instruction “ I am sufficiently 
instructed,” answered she, “ to love and grieve ” 

He directed her attention to her health, and showed that 
she required continuous care, and the direction of a good 
physician “ Why care for me,” said she, “ when thcie are so 
many things to caie for?” 

After he had laboured gieatly to persuade her that he could 
not take her with him, that he would conduct her to a place 
where he might often see her, she appeared as if she had not 
heard a word of it “ Thou wishest not to have me with 
thee?” said she “ Perhaps it is better, send me to the old 
Harper , the poor man is lonely where he is ” 

Wilhelm tiled to show hei that the old man was in comfort- 
able circumstances ** Eveiy hour I long for him,” rephed the 
child 

“ I did not see,” said Wilhelm, “ that thou wert so fond of 
him when he was hvmg with us ” 

“ I was frightened for him, when he was awake , I could not 
bear his eyes , but when he was asleep, I liked so well to sit 
by him * I used to chase the flies from him , I could not look 
at him enough O ' he has stood by me in fearful moments , 
none knows how much I owe him Had I known the road, I 
should have run away to him already ” 

Wilhelm set the circumstances in detail befoie her , he said, 
that she had always been a reasonable child, and that on this 
occasion also she might do as she desired “ Reason is cruel,” 
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said she , “ the heart is better , I will go as thou requirestj 
only leave me Feliii ” 

After much discussion, her opinion was not altered , and 
Wilhelm at last resolved on giving Barbara both the children, 
and sendmg them together to Theresa This was the easier 
for him, as he still feared to look upon the lovely Eeli'v. as his 
son He would take him on his arm, and carry him about 
the child delighted to be held before the glass , Wilhelm also 
liked, though unavou edly, to hold him there, and seek resem- 
blances between their faces If for a moment any striking 
similarity appealed between them, he would press the boy in 
his arms , and then at once, affrighted by the thought that he 
might be mistaken, he would set him down, and let him run 
an ay “O'” cned he, “ if I were to appropriate this priceless 
treasure, and it were then to be snatched &om me, I should be 
the most unhappy man on earth ' ” 

The children had been sent away , and Wilhd.n\ was about 
to take a formal leave of the theatre, when he felt that in 
reality he had already taken leave, and needed but to go 
Mariana was no more , his two guardian spirits had departed, 
and his thoughts hied after them The fair boy hoveied like 
a beautiful uncertain vision in the eyes of his imagination he 
saw him, at Theiesa’s hand, running thiough the fields and 
woods, foiming his mind and person, in the free air, beside a 
free and cheerful foster-mother Theresa had become far 
dearer to him since he figured her in company with Felix 
Even while sitting in the theatre, he thought of her with 
smiles , he was almost in hei own case, the stage could now 
produce no more illusion in him 

Serlo and Melina were excessively polite to him, when they 
observed that he was making no pretensions to his former 
place A portion of the public wished to see him act again 
this he could not accede to , nor in the company did any one 
desire it, saving Frau Melina 

Of this fnend he now took leave , he was moved at parting 
with her , he exclaimed "Why do we presume to promise 
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anything depending on an unknown future ? The most slight 
engagetnent we have not power to keep , fai less a purpose of 
importance I feel ashamed in lecollecting what I promised 
to you all, in that unhappy night, when we were lying 
plundered, sick and wounded, crammed into a miserable tavern 
How did misfortune elevate my courage , what a treasure did 
I think I had found in my good wishes ' And of all this not a 
jot has taken effect I leave you as youi debtor and my 
comfoit IS, that our people prized my promise at its actual 
worth, and never more took notice of it " 

“ Be not unjust to youiself,” said Frau Melina “if no one 
acknowledges what you have done for us, I at least will not 
forget it Our whole condition had been different, if you had 
not been with us But it is with our puiposes as with our 
wishes They seem no longer what they were, when they have 
been accomplished, been fulfilled , and we think we have done, 
have wished for nothing ” 

“You shall not, by your friendly statement,” answered 
Wilhelm, “ put my conscience to peace I shall always look 
upon myself as in your debt ” 

“ Nay, perhaps you are so,” said Madam Melina , “ but not 
in the manner you suppose We leckon it a shame to fail in 
the fulfilment of a promise we have uttered with the voice 
O my friend, a woithy person by his very presence promises us 
much ' The confidence which he elicits, the inclination he 
inspires, the hopes which he awakens are unbounded he is, 
and he continues, in our debt, although he does not know it 
Fare you well ' If oui external circumstances have been 
happily repaired by your direction, there is a void produced by 
your departure, in my mind, which will not be so easily filled 
up again ” 

Before leaving the city, Wilhelm wrote a copious sheet to 
Werner He had before exchanged some letters, but, not 
being able to agree, they had at length ceased to write. Now, 
however, Wilhelm had again approximated to his brother , he 
was just about to do what Weiner had so earnestly desired. 
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He could say *lam abandoning the stage, I mean to loin 
myself -with men whose intercourse, in every sense, must lead 
me to a sure and suitable activity'’ He inquired about his 
property and it now seemed strange to him, that he had 
never for so long a time disturbed himself about it He knew 
not that it IS the manner of all persons who attach importance 
to their inuard cultivation, altogether to neglect their outward 
circumstances This had been Wilhelm’s case he now for 
the first time seemed to notice, that to work efifectiiely, he 
stood in need of outward means He entered on his journey, 
this time, m a temper altogether different from that of last , 
the prospects he had in view were charmmg , he hoped to meet 
with something cheerful by the way 


CHAPTER IX 

Ok returning to Eotbano’s Castle, Wilhelm found that 
changes had occurred Jarno met him with the tidmgs, that 
Eothano's uncle being dead, the Raron had himself set out to 
take possession of the heritage “'You come in time,” said 
he, “to help the Abbt and me Liothario has commissioned 
us to purchase some extensive propeities of land in this 
quarter he has long contemplated the bargain, and we have 
now got cash and credit just in season The only point which 
made us hesitate was, that a distant tiading house had also 
views upon the same estates, at length we have determined 
to make common cause with it, as otherwise we might outbid 
each other without need or reason The trader seems to he a 
prudent man At present we are making estimates and calcu- 
lations we must also settle economically how the lands are to 
be shared, so that each of us may have a fine estate ” The 
papers w ere submitted to our friend , the fields, meadows, 
houses, w ere inspected , and though Jamo and tlie Abbe 
seemed to understand the matter fully, Wilhelm could not 
help desinng that Theresa had been with them 
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In these labours seveial days \i ere spentj and Wilhelm had 
scarcely time to tell his friends of his adventuies and his 
dubious fatherhood This incident, to him so interesting, 
they treated with indifference and levity 

He had noticed, that they frequently in confidential con- 
versation, while at table or in walks, would suddenly stop 
short, and give their words another application, thereby 
showing, at least, that they had on the anvil many things 
which were concealed from him He bethought him of what 
Eydia had said, and he put the greater faith in it, as one 
entire division of the Castle bad always been inaccessible to 
him The way to certam galleiies, paiticularly to the ancient 
tower, with which externally he was so well acquainted,* he 
had often sought, and hitheito in vain 

One evening Jamo said to him “We can now consider 
you as ours, with such security, that it were unjust if we did 
not introduce you deeper into oui mysteries It is right 
that a man, when he first enters upon life, should think 
highly of himself, should determine to attain many eminent 
distinctions, should endeavour to make all things possible, 
but when his education has proceeded to a certam pitch, it 
IS advantageous for him that he learn to lose himself among 
a mass of men, that he learn to hve for the sake of others, 
and to forget himself in an activity prescribed by duty It 
IS then that he fiist becomes acquainted 'nith himself, for it 
IS conduct alone that compares us with others You shall 
soon see what a curious little world is at your very hand, and 
how well you are known in it Tomorrow morning before 
sunrise be dressed and ready 

Jamo came at the appointed hour he led our friend 
through certain known and unknown chambers of the Castle, 
then through several galleries, till at last they reached a 
large old door, strongly framed ivith iron Jamo knocked, 
the door went up a little, so as to admit one person Jamo 
introduced our fiiend, and did not follow him. Wilhelm 
found himself in an obscure and narrow stand all was dark 
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round him and when he tried to go a step forward, he found 
himself hemmed in A voice not altogether strange to him 
cried “ Enter ' ” and he now discovered that the sides of the 
place where he was were merely hung with tapestry, through 
which a feeble hght glimmered in to him “ Enter ' ■” cried 
the voice again he raised the tapestry and entered 

The hall, in which he now stood, appeared to have at one 
tune been a chapel , instead of the altar he observed a large 
table raised some steps above the floor, and covered with a 
green cloth hanging over it On the top of this, a drawn 
curtain seemed as if it hid a picture , on the sides were spaces 
beautifully worked, and covered-in with fine wire netting, like 
the shelves of a library , only here, instead of books, a multi- 
tude of rolls had been inserted Nobody was in the hall, the 
rising sun shone through the window, right on Wilhelm, and 
kindly saluted him as he came in 

" Be seated f ” cned a voice, which seemed to issue from 
the altar Wilhelm placed himself in a small arm-choii, which 
stood against the tapestry where he had entered There was 
no seat but this in the room , Wilhelm had to be content 
with it, though the morning radiance dazzled him , the chair 
stood fast, he could only keep his hand before his eyes 

But now the curtain, which hung down above the altar, 
went asunder with a gentle rusthng, and showed, within a 
picture-frame, a dark empty aperture A man stept forward 
from It, in a commondress , saluted the astonished looker-on, 
and said to him <‘I>o you not recognise me? Among the 
many things which you would hke to know, do you feel no 
curiosity to learn where your grandfather's collection of 
pictures and statues are at present? Have you forgot the 
painting which you once so much delighted in? Where, 
think you, is the sick king’s son now languishing?” 
Wilhelm, without difficulty, recognised the stranger whom, 
m that important night, he had conversed with at the mn 
Perhaps,” continued his interrogator, “we should now be 
less at variance in regard to Destiny and Character ” 
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Wilhelm was about to answer, when the curtain quickly 
flew together “ Strange • ■” said Wilhelm to himself “ Can 
chance occurrences ha\e a connemon? Is what we call 
Destiny but Chance ? Wliere 7S my grandfathei's collection ; 
and why am I leininded of it in these solemn moments?” 

He had not leisure to pursue his thoughts the curtain 
once more parted , and a person stood before him, whom he 
instantly perceived to be the country clergyman, that had 
attended him and his companions on that pleasure sail of 
theirs He had a resemblance to the Abbi$, though he seemed 
to be a difierent pci son With a cheerful countenance, in a 
tone of dignity, he said ^‘To guard from eiror, is not the 
instructor's duty, but to lead the ernng pupil, nay, to let 
him quafl[^ his error in deep satiating draughts, this is the 
mstructor’s wisdom He who only tastes his error, will long 
dwell with it, will take delight in it os in a singular felicity 
while he who drains it to the dregs will, if he be not crazy, 
find it out ” The curtain closed again , and Wilhelm had a 
little time to think “What error can he mean,” said he 
within himself, “ but the error which has clung to me through 
my whole life , that I sought for cultivation where it was not 
to be found , that I fancied I could form a talent in me, while 
without the smallest gift for it ” 

The curtain dashed asunder faster than before , an oflicei 
advanced, and said in passing “ Dearn to know the men who 
may be trusted * ” The curtain closed , and Wilhelm did 
not long consider, till he found this officer to be the one who 
had embraced him in the Count's park, and had caused his 
taking Jamo for a enmp How that stranger had come 
hither, who he was, were riddles to our fnend “ If so many 
men,” cned he, “ took interest in thee, knew thy way of life, 
and how it should be earned on, why did they not conduct 
thee with greater stnetness, with greater seriousness? Why 
did they favour thy silly sports, instead of drawing thee away 
from them ?” 

“ Dispute not with us • ” cned a voice “ Thou art saved. 
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thou art on the -nay to the goal None of thy follies wilt 
thou repent, none wilt thou wish to repeat, no luckier 
destiny can be allotted to a man ” The curtain went asunder , 
and in full armour stood the old Ring of Eenmark in the 
space “I am thy father'’s spint,” said the figure, "and I 
depart in romfort, since my wishes for thee are accomplished, 
in a higher sense than I myself contemplated Steep regions 
cannot he surmounted save hy winding paths , on the plam, 
straight roads conduct from place to place Farewell, and 
thmk of me, when thou enjoyest what I have provided for 
thee ” 

Wilhelm was exceedingly amazed and struck he thought 
it was his filth er'’s voice, and yet in truth it was not the 
present and the past alike confounded and perplexed him 

He had not meditated long, when the Abhe came to view, 
and placed himself behind the green table " Come hither ' " 
cried he to his marvelhng fnend He went, and mounted up 
the steps On the green cloth lay a little roll “Here is 
your indenture," said the Abbd " take it to heart , it is of 
weighty import " Wilhelm lifted, opened it, and read 

innnKrDKE 

Art IS long, hfe short, judgment difficult, opportunity 
transient To act is easy, to thmk is hard , to act according 
to our thought is troublesome Every beginning is cheerful , 
the threshold is the place of expectation The boy stands 
astonished, his impressions guide him , he learns sportfully, 
seriousness comes on him by surprise Imitation is bom with 
ns , what should be imitated is not easy to discover The 
excellent is rarely found, more rarely valued The height 
charms us, the steps to it do not with the summit m our 
eye, we love to walk along the plain It is but a part of art 
that can be taught, the artist needs it all Who knows it 
half, speaks much, and is always WTrong, who knows it wholly, 
inclines to act, and speaks seldom or late The former have 
no secrets and no force the instmction they can give is hke 
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baked bread, savouiy and satisfying for a single day, but 
flour cannot be sown and seed-corn ought not to be ground 
Words are good, but they are not the best. The best is 
not to be explained by words The spirit in which we act is 
the highest matter Action can be understood and again 
lepresented by the spirit alone No one knows what he is 
doing, while he acts aright, but of what is wrong we are 
I always conscious Whoever works with symbols only, is a 
j pedant, a hypocrite, or a bungler Theie are many such, 
i and they like to be together Their babbhng detains the 
scholar their obstinate mediocrity vexes even the best The 
instruction which the true artist gives us, opens the mind , 
for where words fail him, deeds speak The true scholar 
learns fiom the known to unfold the unknown, and approaches 
more and more to being a master 


“ Enough ' ” cued the Abbd , " the lest m due time Now, 
look round you among these cases ” 

Wilhelm went, and read the titles of the rolls With 
astonishment, he found LotJiaitd's App> enticesTnp, Jamo's 
Apprenticeslvip, and his own Apprenticeshtp placed there, with 
many others whose names he did not know 

“ May I hope to cast a look into these rolls ? ” 

In this chambei there is now nothing hid from you 
“ May I put a question ^ ” 

“ Without scruple , and you may expect a positive reply, 
if it concerns a matter which is nearest your heart, and ought 
to be so ” 

“ Good then ' Ye marvellous sages, whose sight has pierced 
so many secrets, can you tell me whether Felix is in truth my 
son?” 

Hail to you for this question • ” cried the Abbe, clapping 
hands for joy ‘‘Fehv is your son* By the holiest that 
lies hid among us, I swear to you, Felix is your son , nor, in 
our opinion, was the mother that is gone unnorthy of you 
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Receive the lovely child fiom our hands, turn round, and 
venture to be happy ” 

Wilhelm heard a noise behind him he turned round, and 
saw a child's face peeping archly through the tapestry at the 
end of the room , it was Felix The boy playfully hid 
himself, so soon as he was noticed “ Come forward > " cned 
the Abb^ , he came running , his father rushed towards him, 
took him in his arms, and pressed him to his heart “ Yes ' 
I feel it,” cued he, “thou art mine ' WThat a gift of Heaven 
have I to thank my fnends for' Whence, oi how, comest 
thou, my child, at this important moment ^ ” 

“ Ask not,” sold the Abb4 “ Hail to thee, yovmg man ' 
Thy Apprenticeship is done. Nature has pronounced thee 
free” 



BOOK VIII 

CHAPTER I 

Femx skipped into the garden , Wilhelm followed him with 
rapture a lovely morning was displaying everythmg with 
fresh charms , our finend enjoyed the most delightful moment 
Felix was new in the free and lordly world , nor did his father 
know much more than he about the objects, concemmg which 
the httle creature was repeatedly and unweaiiedly inquirmg 
At last they joined the gaidener, who had to tell them tlie 
names and uses of a multitude of plants Wilhelm looked on 
Nature as with unsealed eyes , the child's new-fangled curiosity 
first made him sensible how weak an interest he himself had 
taken in external things, how small his actual knowledge was 
Not till this day, the happiest of his life, did his own culti- 
vation seem to have commenced he felt the necessity of 
learning, being called upon to teach 

Jamo and the Abb^ did not show themselves again till 
evenmg, when they brought a guest along with them Wilhelm 
viewed the stranger with amazement , he could scarce beheve 
his eyes it was Weiner , who, likewise, for a moment, 
hesitated in his recognition They embraced each other 
tenderly , neither of them could conceal that he thought the 
other greatly altered Werner declared that his fnend was 
taller, stronger, straighter , that he had become more polished 
in his looks and carriage "Somethmg of his old true- 
heartedness, I miss, however,” added he "That too will 
soon appear agam,” said Wilhelm, " when we have recovered 
from our first astonishment ” 

T^ie impression Werner made upon his friend was by no 

\” 
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means so fa\ourablc T!ie honest man seemed rather to ha\e 
retrograded than nd\nnccd He nos much leaner than of 
old, his pealvcd face appeared to have groivn sharper, his 
nose longer , hron and crown had lost their hair , the voice, 
clear, eager, shnil, the hollow hreast and stooping shoulders, 
the sallon checks, announced indubitably that a melanchohc 
drudge nas there 

Wilhelm a as discreet enough to speak but spannglj of 
these great changes , while the other, on the contraiy, ga\ e 
free course to his friendly joy “In truth,” cried he, *‘if thou 
hast spent thy time badly, and, as I suppose, gained nothing, 
it must be onned thou art grown a piece of manhood such as 
cannot fail to turn to somewhat Do not waste and squander 
me tins loo again , with such a figure thou shall buy some 
rich and beautiful heiress ” “I sec,” said W^illielm, smiling, 
“thou wilt not belie thy character Scarcely hast thou 
found thy brother after long absence, when thou lookest 
on him as a piece of goods, a thing to speculate on, and 
make profit bj ” 

Jomo and the Abbe did not seem at all astonished at this 
recognition , they' allowed the two to expatiate on the post 
and present as they pleased Wemer walked round and round 
his friend, turned him to this side and to that, so as almost 
to embarrass him *‘No •” cried he, “such a thing ns tins I 
ncicr met with, and yet I know that I nni not mistaken Thy 
cicTi are deeper, thy brow is broader, thy' nose h’ls grown 
finer, thy mouth more losely Ho but look at him, how he 
^•lands, how il nil suits and fits together * 'IVell, idling is the 
wns to grow But for me, poor dcMl,'* said he, looking at 
himself in the glass « if I had not all this while been making 
ilon. of money, it were oicr intli me allogcOier ” 

Wemer had got WillitlniV last letter, the distant trading 
uousv, in common with which Xotliano meant to purchase 
tht tslales w'ls theirN On that busTncvs \\ erm'r Imd conic 
I'lth" r, not dnani'ii** th"t he should I'lcct witli ^Villiclm on 
U.i way The B’ro'K lawxcr eanit . the papers were pro- 
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duced ; Wemer reckoned the conditions reasonable “ If you 
mean well,” said he, as you seem to do, with this young man, 
you will of yourselves take care that our part be not abridged ' 
it shall be at my friend's option whether he will take the 
land, and lay out a portion of liis fortune on it ” Jamo and 
the Abbe protested that they did not need this admonition 
Scarcely had the business been discussed in general terms, 
when Wemer signified a longing for a game at ombre, to 
which, m consequence, Jarno and the Abb^ set themselves 
along with him He was now grown so accustomed to it, that 
lie could not pass the evening without cards 

The two friends, after supper, being left alone, began to 
talk, and question one another very keenly, touching every- 
thing they wished to have communicated. Wilhelm spoke in 
high terms of his situation, of his happiness in being received 
among such men Wemer shook his head and said Well, 
I see, we should believe nothing that we do not see with our 
eyes More than one obliging fnend assured me thou iveit 
living with a wild young nobleman, weit supplymg him with 
actresses, helping him to waste his money, that, by thy means, 
he had quarrelled with every one of his relations ” For my 
own sake, and the sake of these worthy gentlemen, I should 
be vexed at this,” said Wilhelm, “had not my theatrical 
experience made me tolerant to every sort of calumny How 
can men judge rightly of our actions, which appear but singly 
or in fragments to them , of which they see the smallest 
portion, while good and bad takes place in secret, and for 
most part nothing comes to hght but an indifferent show ^ 
Are not the actors and actresses in a play set up on boards 
before them , lamps are lit on every side , the whole transaction 
IS comprised within three hours, yet scarcely one of them 
knows rightly what to make of it ” 

Our friend proceeded to inquire about his family, his young 
comrades, his native tfihvn Wemer told, with great haste, 
of changes that had taken place, of changes that were still in 
progress “ The women in our house,” said he, “ are satisfied 
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and happy , we aie iie\er short of money One half of then 
time they spend in dressing , the other in showing themselves 
when dressed They aie as domestic as a reasonable man 
could wish My boys are growing up to prudent youtbs I 
already, as in vision, see them sitting, writing, reckoning, 
running, trading, trucking each of them, os soon os possible, 
shall have a business of his own As to what concerns our 
fortune, thou wilt be contented with the state of it When 
we have got these lands in order, thou must come dnectly 
home with me, for it now appears as if thou too couldst 
mingle with some skill in worldly undertakings Thanks to 
thy new friends, who have set thee on the proper path I am 
certainly a fool I never knew till now how well I liked thee, 
now when I cannot gape and ga^e at thee enough, so well and 
handsome thou lookest That is m truth another form than 
the portrait which was sent thy sister , which occasioned such 
disputes at home Both mother and daughter thought young 
master very handsome indeed, with his slack collar, half-open 
breast, large ruff, sleek pendent hair, round hat, short waist- 
coat, and wide pantaloons, wlule I, on the other hand, 
maintained that the costume was scarce two linger-bieadths 
from that of Harlequin But now thou lookest like a man , 
only the queue is wanting, in which I beg of thee to bind thy 
hair, some time or other, they will seize thee as a Jew, 
and demand toll and tribute of thee 

Fehv m the mean time had come mto the room , and as 
they did not mind him, he had laid himself upon the sofa, and 
was fallen asleep “What urchin is this?" said Werner 
Wilhelm at that moment had not the heart to tell the truth , 
nor did he wish to lay a still ambiguous narrative before a 
man, who was by nature anything but credulous 

The whole party now proceeded to the lands, to view them, 
and conclude the bargain Wilhelm would not part with 
Peli-s: from his side , foi the boy’s sake, he rejoiced exceedingly 
in the intended purchase 'Ibe longing of the child for 
cherries and bemes, the season for which was at hand, brought 

vox IT X 
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to his mind the dajs of his own 3'outh, and the manifold 
duties of a father, to prepare, to procure, and to maintain 
for his family a constant senes of enjoyments With what 
interest he viewed the nm series and the buildings * How 
zealously he contemplated repainng what had been neglected, 
restonng what had fallen ' He no longer looked upon the 
world ivith the eyes of a bird of passage : an edifice he did 
not now consider as a grove that is hastily put together, and 
that withers ere one leaves it Everything that he proposed 
commencing was to be completed for his boy , everything that 
he erected was to last for several generations In this sense, 
his apprenticeship was ended with the feeling of a father, he 
had acquired all the virtues of a citizen He felt this, and 
nothing could exceed his joy O needless strictness of 
morahty,” exclaimed he, “while Natuie in her own kindly 
manner trains us to all that we require to be • O strange 
demands of civil society, which first perplexes and misleads us, 
then asks of us more than Nature herself ' Woe to every sort 
of culture which destroys the most effectual means of all true 
cultme, and directs us to the end, instead of rendering us 
happy on the way > ” 

Much as he had already seen in his life, it seemed as if the 
observation of the child afforded him his first clear view of 
human nature The theatre, the world had appeared before 
him, only as a multitude of thrown dice, every one of which 
upon its upper surface indicates a greater or a smaller value , 
and which, when leckoned up together, make a sum But 
here in the person of the boy, as w^e might saj, a single die 
was laid before him, on the many sides of which the worth 
and worthlessness of man's nature were legibly engraved 

The child's desire to have distinctions made in his ideas 
grew stronger every day Having learned that tlungs had 
names, he wished to hear the name of e\ cry thing- supposing 
that there could be nothing which his father did not know, he 
often teased him with his questions, and caused him to inquire 
concerning objects, which but for this he would ha\c passed 
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without notice Our innate tendenty to piy into the oiigin 
and end of things was likewise soon developed in the hoy 
When he asked whence came the wind, and whither went the 
flainp^ his father for the first time truly felt the limitation of 
his own powers , and wished to understand how far man may 
venture with his thoughts, and what things he may hope ever 
to give account of to himself or otheis The anger of the child, 
when he saw injustice done to any living thing, was extremely 
grateful to the father, as the symptom of a geneious heart 
Felix once stiuck fiercely at the cook foi cutting up some 
pigeons The fine impression this produced on Wilhelm was, 
indeed, ere long disturbed, when he found the boy unmercifully 
tearing sparrows in pieces, and beating frogs to death This 
trait reminded him of many men, who appear so scrupulously 
lust when without passion, and witnessing the proceedings of 
other men 

The pleasant feeling, that the boy was producing so fine 
and wholesome an mfluence on his being, was in a short time 
troubled for a moment, when our fnend observed thabin truth 
the boy was educating him more than he the boy The chfld’s 
conduct he was not qualified to correct its mmd he 'could not 
guide in any path but a spontaneous one The evil habits 
which Aurelia had so violently stnien agaiUSt; had all, as it 
seemed, on liei death, assumed their ancient prlMleges Fdix 
still never shut the door behind him, he stall would not eat 
from a plate , and no greater pleasure could befall him than 
when he happened to be overlooked, and could take his bit 
immediately from the dish, or let the full glass stand, and 
drmk out of the bottle He delighted also very much wlien 
he could set himself in a comer with a book, and say with a 
serious air “I must study this scholar stuflF'” though he 
neither knew his letters nor would learn them 

Thus, when Wilhelm thought how little he had done for 
Feli\, how little he was capable of doing, there arose at times 
a restlessness within him, which appeared to counterbalance 
all his happiness “ Are we men, then,” said he, « so selfishly 
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formed that we cannot possibly take pioper chaige of any one 
without us ? Am I not acting with the boy exactly as I did 
with Mignon ? I drew the dear child towards me , her presence 
gave me pleasure , yet I crudlly neglected her What did I 
do for her education, which she longed for with such earnest- 
ness ? Nothing ' I left her to herself, and to all the accidents 
to which in a society of coarse people she could be exposed. 
And now for this boy, who seemed so interesting before he 
could be precious to thee, has thy heart ever bid thee do 
the smallest service to him ^ It is time that thou shouldst 
cease to waste thy oivn years and those of others awake, 
and think what thou shouldst do for thyself, and foi this 
good being, whom love and nature have so firmly bound to thee ” 

This soliloquy was but an introduction to admit that he 
had already thought, and cared, and tried, and chosen he 
could delay no longer to confess it After soriow, often and 
in vain repeated, for the loss of Mariana, he distinctly felt 
that he must seek a mother for the boy, and also that he 
could not find one equal to Theresa With this gifted lady 
he was thoroughly acquainted Such a spouse and helpmate 
seemed the only one to trust oneself to, in such circumstances 
Her generous afiection for Lothario did not make him 
hesitate Sy a singular destiny, they two had been forever 
parted, Theiesa looked upon herself as free, she had talked 
of manying, with indifference indeed, but as of a matter under- 
stood 

After long deliberation, he determined on communicating 
to her everything he Icnew about himself She was to be 
made acquainted with him, as he already was with her He 
accordingly began to take a smvey of his history but it 
seemed to him so empty of events, and in general so little to 
his credit, that he moie than once was on the point of giving 
up his purpose At last, however, he resolved on asking Jamo 
foi the Roll of his Apprenticeship, which he had noticed lying 
in the Towel Jarno said it was the very time for that, and 
Wilhelm consequently got it. 
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It IS a feeling of awe and fear, which seizes on a man of 
noble mind, when conscious that his character is just about to 
be e'shibited before him Ei ery transition is a crisis , and a 
crisis piesupposes sickness With what reluctance do we look 
into the glass after rising from a sick-bed f The reco\eij we 
feel the effects of the past disease are all we see Wilhelm 
had, however, been sufficiently prepared , eients had already 
spoken loudly to him, and his friends had not spared him If 
he opened the roll of parchment with some hurry, he grew 
calmer and calmer the farther he read He found his life 
delineated w ith large sharp strokes , neither unconnected 
incidents, noi narrow sentiments perplcved his view , the most 
bland and general reflections taught without shaming him 
For the first time, his own figure was presented to him , not 
indeed, os in a mirror, a second self, but as in a portrait, 
another self we do not, it is true, recognise ourselves in every 
feature , but we are delighted tliat a thinking spirit has so 
understood us, that sudi gifts have been employed in rcpi esent- 
ing us, that an image of what we were exists, and may enduie 
when we ourselves are gone 

Wilhelm next employed himself in setting forth the history 
of his life, for the perusal of Theresa , nil the circumstances of 
it were recalled to memory by what he had been reading , he 
almost felt ashamed that, to her great virtues, he had nothing 
to oppose which indicated a judicious activity He had been 
minute in his written narrative , he was brief in the letter 
which he sent along with it He solicited her friendship, her 
lo\e, if it were possible , he ofiered her his hand, and entreated 
foi a quick decision 

After some internal contest whether it was proper to impait 
this weighty business to his friends, to Jaino and the Abbd, 
he determined not to do so His resolution was so firm, the 
business was of such importance, that he could not have sub- 
mitted it to the decision of the wisest and best of men He 
was even cautious enough to carry his letter with bis own hand 
to the nearest post From his parchment roll it appeared with 
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certamiy enough that, in very many actions of his life, in 
which he had conceived himself to be proceeding freely and in 
secret, he had been observed, nay, guided , and perhaps the 
thought of this had given him an unpleasant feeling , and he 
wished at least in speaking to Theresa’s heaib, to speak puiely 
fiom the heart, to owe his fate to her decision and determina- 
tion only Hence in this solemn point he scrupled not to give 
his overseeis the slip 


CHAPTER II 

ScAnc£i.Y was the lettei gone, when Eothario relumed. 
Every one was gladdened at the prospect of so speedily con- 
cluding the important business which they had in hand 
Wilhelm waited with anxiety to see how all these many 
threads were to be loosed, or tied anew, and how his own 
future state was to be settled Eothano gave a kindly saluta- 
tion to them all he was quite recovered and serene , he had 
the air of one who knows what he should do, and who Unds no 
hindrance in the way of doing it 

His coidial greeting Wilhf Im could scaicely repay “ This,” 
he had to own within himseli^ “is the finend, the lo\ei, bride- 
groom of Theresa , in his stead thou art presuming to intrude 
Host thou think it possible foi thee to banish, to obliteiate 
an impression such as this?” Had the letter not been sent 
away, perhaps he would not have ventuied sending it at all 
But happily the die was cast it might be, Theresa had 
already taken up her resolution, and only distance shrouded 
mth its veil a happy termination The winning or the losing 
must soon be decided By such considerations, he endeavouied 
to compose himself, and yet the movements of his lieait were 
almost feverish He coidd give but little attention to the 
weighty business, on which in some degree the fate of his 
whole property depended In passionate moments, how trivial 
do we reckon all that is about us, all that belongs to us » 
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Happily for him, Eotliano treated the affair vith magna- 
nimity, and "Weiner ivith an air of ease The latter, m his 
violent desire of gam, experienced a lively pleasure in 
contemplating the fine estate which was to he his friend’s 
L>othano, for Ins part, seemed to he revolving ■%ery different 
thoughts *' I cannot take such pleasure in the acquirement 
of property,” said he, "as in the justness of it ” 

“ And, in the name of Heaven,” cned Werner, " is not this 
of ours acquired justly ^ ” 

" Not altogether,” said Eothaido 
“ Are we not giving hard ciash for it ” 

"Doubtless,” replied Eothano, "and most probably you 
ivill consider what I am now hinting at as nothing but a whim 
No property appears to me quite just, quite free of flaw, 
except it contribute to the state its due proportion ” 

“ How • ” said Werner " ITou would rather that our 
lands, which we have purchased free from burden, had been 
taxable ?” 

" Yes,” rephed Dothano, " in a suitable degree It is only 
by this equality with every other kind of property, that our 
possession of it can be made secure In these new times, 
when so many old ideas are tottering, what is the grand 
reason why the peasant reckons the possession of the noble 
less equitable than his own ^ Simply that the noble is not 
burdened, and lay a burden on him ” 

“But how would the interest of our capital agree with 
that?” said "Werner 

"Perfectly well,” returned the other “if the state, for a 
regular and fair contribution, would relieve us from the feudal 
hocus-pocus , would allow us to proceed with our lands accord- 
ing to our pleasure so that we were not compelled to retain 
such masses of them undivided, so that we might part them 
more equally among our children, whom we might thus in- 
troduce to vigorous and free activity , instead of leaving 
them the poor inheritance of these our limited and limiting 
privileges, to enjoy which we must ever be invoking the ghosts 
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of our forefatheis How much happier were men and women 
in our rank of life, if they might with unforbidden eyes look 
lound them, and elevate hy their selection, here a woithy 
maiden, there a woithy youth, legaiding nothing farther than 
their own ideas of happiness in mairiage ' The state nould 
have more, perhaps better citizens, and would not so often be 
distressed for want of heads and hands " 

" I can assure you honestly,” said Werner, “ I never in my 
life thought about the state my taxes, tolls and tributes I 
have paid because it was the custom ” 

“ Still, however,” said liOthario, “ I hope to make a worthy 
patriot of you As he alone is a good father, who at table 
selves his children first, so is he alone a good citizen, who, 
before all other outlays, discharges what he owes the state ” 

Ry such geneial reflections their special business was 
accelerated rather than retarded It was nearly over, when 
Xiothano said to Wilhelm “I must send you to a place 
wheie you are needed more than here My sister bids me beg 
of you to go to her as soon as possible Poor Mignon seems 
to be decaying more and more and it is thought your 
presence might allay the malady Resides telling me in 
person, my sistei has despatched this note after me so that 
you peiceive she leckons it a pressing case” Lothario handed 
him a billet Wilhelm, who had listened in extreme per- 
plexity, at once discovered in these hasty pencil-strokes the 
hand of the Countess, and knew not what to answer 

“Take Felix with you,” said Lothario “the little ones 
will cheer each other You must be upon the road tomorrow 
morning early , my sister's coach, in which my people travelled 
hither, is stiU here I will give you horses half the way , the 
lesi you post A prosperous journey to you' Make many 
comphments from me, when you amve , tell my sister I shall 
soon be back, and that she must prepaie foi guests Our 
granduncle's fiiend, the Maichese Cipriani, is on his way to 
visit us he hoped to find the old man still in hfe, they 
meant to entertain each othei with their common love of art. 
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and the recollection of their early intimacy The Marchese, 
much younger than my uncle, owed to him the greater part of 
his accomplishments We must es-ert all our endeaiours to 
■fill up in some measure the void which is awaiting him , and a 
larger party is the readiest means ” 

Eothano went with the Ahhd to his chamher, Jamo had 
ridden off before , WiUielm hastened to his room There was 
none to whom he could unbosom his ^distress , none by whose 
assistance he could turn aside the project, which he \iewed 
with so much fear The little servant came, requesting him 
to pack they were to put the luggage on tonight, meaning 
to set out hy daybreak Wilhelm knew not what to do , at 
length he cried “ Well, I shall leave this house at any rate , 
on the road I may consider what is to he done , at all events I 
will halt in the middle of my journey, I can send a message 
hither, I can write what I recoil from saymg , then let come of 
it what will ■” In spite of this resolution, he spent a sleepless 
night a look on Felix resting so serenely was the only thing 
that gave him any solace ** O • who knows,” cned he, “what 
■trials are before me, who knows how sharply bygone errors 
will yet punish me, how often good and reasonable piojects 
for the future shall miscarrj ' But this treasure, which I call 
my own, continue it to me, thou ezorable or inexorable Fate ' 
Were it possible that this best part of myself were 'taken from 
me, -that this heart could be torn from my heart, then farewell 
sense and understandmg , farewell all care and foresight, 
vanish thou tendency to perseverance ' All that distinguishes 
us from the beasts, pass away > And if it is not lawful for a 
man to end his heavy days by the act of his own hand, may 
speedy madness banish consciousness, before Heath, which 
destroys it forever, shall bring on his own long night ” 

He seived the boy in his arms, kissed him, clasped him and 
wetted him with plenteous team 

The child awoke his clear eye, his friendly look, touched 
his father to the inmost heart “ TVhat a scene awaits me,” 
cned he, “ when I shall present thee to the beautiful unhappy 
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Countess, when she shall press thee to her bosom, whidi thy 
father has so deeply injuied • Ought I not to fear that she 
will push thee from her with a cry, when the touch of thee 
renews her leal or fancied pain ' ” The coachman did not 
leave liim time for farther thought or hesitation , but forced 
him into the carriage before day Wilhelm wiapped his Pelix 
well , the morning was cold but clear , the child, for the first 
time m his life, saw the sun nse His astonishment at the first 
fiery glance of the luminary, at the growing power of the 
light, his pleasure and his strange remarks rejoiced the father, 
and afforded him a glimpse into the heart of the boy, before 
which, as over a clear and silent sea, the sun was mounting and 
hovering 

In a little town the coachman halted , unyoked his horses, 
and rode back Wilhelm took possession of a room, and 
asked himself seriously whether he would stay or proceed 
Thus irresolute he ventured to take out the little note, which 
hitherto he had never had the heart to look on it contained 
the following words Send thy young friend very soon , 
Mignon for the last two days has been growing lathei worse 
Sad as the occasion is, I shall be happy to get acquainted ivith 
him ” 

The concluding words Wilhelm, at the first glance, had not 
seen He was tei rifled on reading them, and mstantly 
detei mined not to go “ How ? ” cned he, “ Eothano, know- 
ing what occuired between us, has not told her who I am ^ 
She is not, with a settled mind, expecting an acquaintance, 
whom she would rather not see . she expects a stranger , and 
I enter ' I see hei shuddei and start back, I see her blush ' 
No, it IS impossible for me to encounter such a scene ' ” Just 
then his horses were led out and yoked Wilhelm vas 
determined to take off his luggage and remain He felt 
e\.tremely agitated Hearing the maid running up-stairs to 
tell him, as he thought, that all was ready, he began on the 
spur of the instant to devise some pietext for continuing, his 
eyes were 'fixed, without attention, on the letter which he still 
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held m his hand “ In the name of Heaven ' ■" cried he, ** what 
IS this ? It IS not the hand of the Countess, it is the hand of 
the Amazon ' ” 

The maid came in , req^uested him to walk down, and took 
Felix with her “Is it possible,” exclaimed he, “is it true** 
Wliat shall I do ? Remain, and wait, and certify myself? Or 
hasten, hasten and rush into an explanation ? Thon art on 
the waj to her, and thou canst loiter? This night thou 
mayest see her, and thou wilt ■voluntarily lock thyself in 
prison ** It is her hand , yes, it is hers ' This hand calls ■thee , 
her coach is yoked to lead thee to her • Now the riddle is 
explained Lothario has two sisters, my relation to the one 
he knows, how much I owe to the other is unknown to him 
Nor IS she aware that the woimded stroller, who stands indebted 
to her for his health, if not his life, has been received with 
such unmerited attention in hei brother’s house ” 

Felix, who was swinging to and fio in the coadi, cried up 
to him “ Father ' Come, O come • Look at the pretty 
clouds, the pretty colours ' ” “ Yes, I come,” cned Wilhelm, 

springing down-stairs , “and all the glories of the skj, which 
thou, good creature, so admirest, are as nothing to the moment 
which I look for ” 

Sitting in the coach, he lecalled all the circumstances of 
the mattei to his memory “So this is -the Natalia, then, 
Tliercsa’s fnend ' What a discovery , what hopes, what 
prospects* How strange that the fear of speaking about 
the one sister should hai e altogether concealed from me the 
existence of the other ' ’ With what loy he looked on 
Fehx * He anticipated for the cluld, as for himself, the best 
reception 

Evening at last came on , the sun had set , the road was not 
the best, the postillion drove slowlj , Felix had fallen asleep, 
and new cares and doubts arose in the bosom of our fnend 
“Wliat delusion, what fantasies are these that rule thee* ’ 
«aid he to himself “ An uncertain similnrit'v of handwriting 
has at once assured thee, and given thee matter for the 
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strangest castles in the an ” He again brought out the 
paper, in the departing light he again imagined that he 
recognised the hand of the Countess his eyes could no longer 
find in the parts what his heart had at once shown him in the 
whole “ These hoises, then, are i unning with thee to a scene 
of terror • Who knows but in a few hours they may have to 
bring thee back again ? And if thou shouldst meet with her 
alone > But peihaps her husband will be there , perhaps the 
Baioness ? How altered will she he ' Shall I not fail, and 
sink to the earth, at sight of her >* ” 

yet a faint hope that it might be his Amazon, would often 
gleam through these gloomy thoughts It was now night the 
cairiage rolled into a coin tyard, and halted , a sen ant w ith a 
link stept out of a stately portal, and came down the bioad 
steps to the cairiage-door “ You have been long looked for,” 
said he, opening it Wilhelm dismounted , took the sleeping 
Felix in his arms the first servant called to a second, who 
was standing in the door with a bglit “ Show the gentleman 
up to the Baroness ” 

Quick as lightning, it went througli Wilhelm’s soul What 
a happiness < Be it by accident or of purpose, the Baroness 
IS here » I shall see hei first , apparently the Countess has 
retired to rest Ye good spiiits, grant that the moment of 
deepest perplexity may pass tolerably over > ” 

He entered the house he found himself in the most earnest, 
and, as he almost felt, the holiest place that he had ever trod 
A pendent dazzling lustie threw its light upon a broad and 
softly using flight of stairs, which lay hefoie him, and which 
parted into two divisions at a turn abo\e Marble statues 
and busts weie standing upon pedestals and arranged in 
niches some of them seemed known to him The impres- 
sions of our childhood abide with us, even in then minutest 
traces He recognised a Muse, which had foimerly belonged 
to his grandfather , not indeed by its form or worth, but by 
an arm which had been restored, and some new-inserted pieces 
of the robe He felt as if a fany tale had turned out to be 
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true The child was heavy in his arms , he lingered on the 
staus, and knelt down, as if to place him more conveniently 
His real want, how ever, was to get a moment's hreathing-time 
He could scarcely raise himself again The servant, who was 
carrying the light, ofFered to take Felix , but "Wilhelm could 
not part with him He had now mounted to an antechamber , 
in which, to his still greater astonishment, he observed the 
well-known picture of the sick king's son hanging on the wall 
He had scarcely time to cast a look on it , the servant humed 
him along through two looms into a cabinet Here, behind a 
light-screen, which threw a shadow on her, sat a young lady 
reading “ O that it were she • ” said he within himself at this 
decisiie moment He set down the boy, who seemed to be 
awakening, he meant to approach the lady, but the child 
sank togethei drunk ivitli sleep , the lady rose, and came to 
him It was the Amazon ' Unable to restrain himself, he 
fell upon his knee, and cried ** It is she ' ” He seized hei 
hand, and kissed it with unbounded raptuie The child was 
lying on the carpet between them, sleeping softly 

Felix was carried to the sofa Natalia sat down beside 
him , she directed Wilhelm to the chair which was standing 
nearest them She proposed to order some refreshments , 
these our fnend declined , he wns altogether occupied con- 
Mncing himself that it was she, closely examining her features, 
shaded by the screen, and accurately recognising them She 
told him of Mignon's sickness, in general terms , that the poor 
child was gradually consuming under the influence of a few 
deep feelings , that, with her extreme excitability , and her 
cndca^ oiiring to hide it, her little heart often suffered violent 
and dangerous pains, that on my unexpected agitation of her 
mind, this primary organ of life would suddenly’ stop, and no 
trace of the vital mov cment could be felt in the good child's 
bosom That when such an agonising cramp was past, tlie 
force of nature would again express itself in strong pulses, and 
now torment the child by its excess, as she had before suffcicd 
by its defect 
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Wilhelm recollected one spasmodic scene of that description, 
and Natalia referred him to the doctor, who would speak with 
liim at large on the affair, and explain more circumstantially 
why he, the friend and benefactor of the child, had been at 
present sent for “ One cunous change,” Natalia added, " you 
will find in her she now wears women’s clothes, to which she 
had once such an aveision ” 

“ How did you succeed in this ? ” said Wilhelm 

** If it was indeed a thing to be desired,” said she, “ we owe 
it all to chance Hear how it happened Perhaps you are 
aware that I haie constantly about me a number of little 
girls, whose opening minds I endeavoui, as they grow in 
strength, to tram to what is good and right Prom my 
mouth tliey learn nothing but what I myself regard as true 
yet I cannot and would not hinder them from gathering, 
among other people many fragments of the common picjudices 
and errors which aie current in tlie world If they inquiie of 
me about them, I attempt, os fai as possible, to join these 
aben and intrusive notions to some just one, and thus to 
render them, if not useful, at least liarmless Some time ago, 
my gills had lieaid among the peasants’ children many tales of 
angels, of Rnccht Rupei t and such shadowy chaiacters, who, 
they understood, appeared at certain times in person, to give 
presents to good children, and to punish naughty ones They 
had an idea that these strange visitants were people in dis- 
guise in this I confirmed them, and without entermg into 
explanations, I determined on the fiist oppoitunity, to let them 
sec a spectacle of that sort It chanced that the birthday of 
two twm-sisteis, whose beliavioui had been always very good, 
was near , I promised that, on this occasion, the little present 
they had so well deserved should be delivered to them by an 
angel They ivere on the stretch of curiosity regarding this 
phenomenon I had chosen Mignon for the part , and accord- 
ingly, at the appointed day, I had her suitably equipt in a 
long light snow-white dress She was, of course, provided with 
a golden girdle round her waist, and a golden fillet on her 
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hair I at first proposed to omit the wings , but the y oung 
ladies who were decking her, insisted on a pair of large golden 
pinions, in preparing which they meant to show their highest 
art Thus did the strange apparition, with a lily in the one 
hand, and a little basket in the other, glide in among the 
girls she surprised even me * There comes the angel • ’ said 
I The children all shrank hack, at last they cned ‘It is 
Mignon > ’ yet they durst not venture to approach the 
wondrous figure 

‘ Here are your gifts,’ said she, putting down the basket 
They gathered around her, they viewed, they felt, they ques- 
tioned her 

‘Art thou an angel ^ ' asked one of them 

‘ I wish I were,’ said IViignon 

‘"Why dost thou hear a lily ?’ 

‘So pure and so open should my heart be, then were I 
happy ’ 

‘ What wings are these ^ I.et us see them ' ’ 

‘They represent far finer ones, which are not jet un- 
folded ’ 

“And thus significantly did she answci all their othci 
childlike, innocent inquiries The little party haMng satisfied 
their curiosity, and the impression of the show beginning to 
abate, we were for proceeding to undress the little angel This, 
lioweicr, she resisted she took her cithern , she seated herself 
here, on this high ivnting-table, and sang a little song with 
touching grace 


Snch let utc Ecem till such I bo , 

Tnko not mj anow-whito dress iway I 
Soon from this dust, of earth I flee 
Op to the ghlteriDg lands of daj 

Tljcro first n little space I rc«t. 

Then trako so glad, to scene so kind , 
In earthh rohos no longer drest. 

This hand, Uits girdle left behind 
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And those calm shining' sons of mom 
They ask not irho is maid or hoy , 

No robes^ no garments there are ivorn^ 

Our body pure from sin’s alloy 

Through little life not much I toil’d. 

Yet anguish long this heart has nrung. 

Untimely ■iroo my blossom spoil'd , 

Make mo again forever young ' 

** I immediately determined upon leaving her the diess,” 
proceeded Natalia , ** and procuring her some others of a 
similai kind. These she now wears, and in them, I think, 
her form has quite a different expression ” 

As it was already late, Natalia let the stranger go he 
parted fiom her not without anxiety “Is she manned or 
not ? ” asked he within himself He had been afraid, at ci ery 
rustling, that the door would open, and her husband entei 
The serving-nian, who showed him to his room, went o6j 
before our friend had musteied resolution to inquire icgoiding 
this His unrest held him long awake, he kept comparing 
the figure of the Amayon with the figure of his new acquaint- 
ance The two would not combine the former he had, as it 
weie, himself fashioned , the latter seemed as if it would almost 
new-fashion Jitvi 


CHAPTER III 

Nexi morning, while all was yet quiet, he went about 
viewing the house It was the purest, finest, stateliest piece 
of architecture he had ever seen “Tiue ax t,” cried he, “is 
like good company it constrains us in the most dehghtful 
way to recognise the measure by which, and up to which, our 
inward nature has been shaped by culture ” The impression 
which the busts and statues of bis grandfather made upon him 
was exceedingly agreeable. With a longing mmd, he hastened 
to the picture of the sick king’s son , and he still felt it to be 
charming and affecting The seivant opened to him various 
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other chambers he found a library, a museum, a cabinet 
of philosophical instruments In much of this he could not 
help perceiving bis extreme ignorance Meanwhile Felix bad 
awakened, and come running after him The thought of how 
and when he might receiv e Theresa’s letter gave him pain , he 
dreaded seeing Mignon, and in some degree Natalia How 
unlike his present state was his state at the moment when he 
sealed the letter to Theresa, and inth a glad heart wholly 
gave himself to that noble being ' 

Nntaha sent for him to breakfast He proceeded to a 
room, where several tidy httle girls, all apparently below ten 
years, were occupied in furnishing a table, while another of 
the same appearance brought in various sorts of beverage 
Wilhelm cast his eye upon a picture, hung above the sofa , 
he could not but recognise in it the portrait of Natalia, httle 
as the execution satisfied him Nataba entered, nnil the hke- 
ness seemed entirely to vanish To his comfort, it was painted 
with the cross of a rebgious order on its breast , and he now 
saw another such upon Nataha’s 

“I ha^e just been looking at the portrait here,” said he, 
“ and It seems surprising that a painter could have been at 
once so true and so false The picture resembles you in 
general extremely well, and yet it neither has your features 
nor jour character ” 


“It IS rather matter of surprise,” replied Natalia, “that 
the likeness is so good It is not my picture , but the picture 
of an aunt, whom I resembled e\en in childhood, though she 
was then ad\anced in jears It was painted when her age 
was just about what mine is at the first glance every one 
imagines it is meant for me You should ha\ e been acquamted 
mth that excellent ladj I owe her much A very weak 
state of healUi, perhaps too much employment •with her own 
thoughts, and withal a moral and religious scrupulosity, pre- 
%ented her from being to the world what, in other micum 
stances, she might haie become She was a light that show 
but on a few friends, and on me especially . 1 - 

son. n 


a 
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hood, returned It is easy to suppose that the Doctor was the 
same little active man, whom we already know, and who was 
spoken of m the Confessions of a Fair Saint 

" Since I am now,” said Wilhelm, in the middle of your 
family cucle, I presume the Ahh^, whom that paper mentions, 
IS the strange inexplicable person, whom, aftei the most 
singular senes of events, I met with in your brother’s house ? 
Perhaps you can give some more accurate conception of 
him ? ” 

Of the Abb^ there might much be said,” replied Nataba 
“what I know best about him is the influence which he 
exerted on our education He was, for a time at least, con- 
vinced that education ought in every case to be adapted to 
the inclinations his present views of it I know not He 
maintained that with man the first and last consideration 
was activity, and that we could not act on an3d:hing, wiUiout 
the proper gifts for it, without an instinct impelling us to it 
‘ You admit,’ he used to say, * that poets must be bom such , 
you admit this with regard to all professors of the fine arts ; 
because you must admit it, because those workings of human 
nature cannot very plausibly be aped But if we consider 
well, we shall find that every capabihty, however slight, is 
born with us that there is no vague general capability in 
men It is our ambiguous dissipating education that makes 
men uncertain it awakens wishes, when it should be animat- 
ing tendencies , instead of forwarding our real capacities, it 
turns our efforts towaids objects which are frequently dis- 
cordant ivith the mind that aims at them I augur better of 
a child, a youth who is wandering astray on a path of his 
own, than of many who are walking aright upon paths which 
are not theirs. If the former, either by themselves, or by the 
guidance of others, ever find the right path, that is to say, 
the path which suits their nature, they will never leave it; 
while the latter are in danger every moment of shaking off a 
foreign yoke, and abandoning themselves to unrestricted 
licence ”* 
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“It IS strange," said Wilhelm, “that this same extra- 
ordmary man should hkewise have taken charge of me , 
should, as it seems, have, in his own fashion, if not led, at 
least confirmed me in my errors, for a time How he will 
answer to the charge of having 3oined with others, as it were, 
to make game of me, I wait patiently to see ” 

“Of this whim, if it IS one," said Natalia, “I have httle 
reason to complain of all the family I answered best with 
it Indeed I sec not how Eothano could have got a finer 
breeding but for my sister, the Countess, some other treat- 
ment might have suited better, perhaps they should have 
studied to infuse more earnestness and strength into her 
nature As to brother Encdnch, what is to become of him 
cannot be conjectured he will fall a sacrifice, I fear, to *biK 
experiment in pedagogy " 

“You have another brother, then?" cried Wilhelm 

“Yes,” replied Natalia, “and a bght merry youth he is, 
and ns they have not hindered him from roammg up and 
down the world, I know not what the wild dissipated boy 
will turn to It IS a great while since I saw him The only 
thing which calms my fears is, that the Abbe, and the whole 
society about my brother, ate receiving constant notice where 
he IS and what he docs " 

IV^lhelm was about to ask Nataba her opinion more pre- 
cisely on the Abbe’s paradoxes, as well as to solicit informa- 
tion about that mysterious society , but the Physician entermg 
changed their conversation After the first compliments of 
welcome, he began to speak of Mignon 

Natalia then took Pebx by the hand, saying she would 
lead the child to IViignon, and prepare her for the entrance 
of her fnend y 

The Doctor, now alone with Willidm^^ thus proceeded “ I 
have wondrous things to tell jou, such Vs you are not anti- 
cipating Nataha has retired, that we\ might speak with 
p'cater liberty of certain matters, which, although I first 
learned them by her means, her presence would prevent us 



102 MEISTER’S APPRENTICESHIP” [book VIII. 

from discussing freely The strange temper of the child 
seems to consist almost exclusively of deep longing, the 
desire of revisiting her native land, and the desire for you, 
my friend, are, I might almost say, the only earthly things 
about her Both these feelings do but grasp towards an 
immeasurable distance, both objects lie before her unattam- 
able The neighbourhood of Milan seems to be her home 
in veiy early childhood she was kidnapped from her parents 
by a company of lope-dancers A more distinct account we 
cannot get from her, partly because she was then too young 
to recollect the names of men and places , but especially 
because she has made an oath to tell no living mortal her 
abode and parentage Foi the strolling party, who came up 
with her when she had lost her way, and to whom she so 
accurately desciibed her dwellmg, with such piercing entreaties 
to conduct her home, but coined her along with them the 
faster, and at night in their quarters, when they thought 
the child was sleeping, joked about their precious capture, 
declaring she would never find the way home again On this, 
a hoi lid desperation fell upon the miseiable creature, but at 
last the Holy Virgin rose before hei eyes, and promised that 
she would assist her The child then swoie within herself a 
sacred oath, that she would henceforth trust no human 
creature, would disdosc her history to no one, but hve and 
die in hope of immediate aid from Heaven Even this, 
which I am telhng you, Natalia did not leain expiessly from 
her , but gathered it from detached expressions, songs and 
childlike inadvei tencies, betraying what they meant to hide ” 
Wilhelm called to memory many a song and word of this 
dear child, which he could now explain He earnestly 
requested the Physician to keep from him none of the confes- 
sions or mysterious poetry of this peculiar being 

“ Prepare yourself,” said the Physician, “ for a strange 
confession , for a story with which you, without remembering 
it, have much to do , and which, as I greatly fear, has been 
decisive for the death and life of this good creature.” 



CHAP inj MEISTER’S APPRENTICESHIP 103 

“I/ct me hear,” said Wilhelm, “my impatience is un- 
bounded ” 

“Do you recollect a secret nightly visit from a female,” 
said the Doctor, “after your appearance m the character of 
Hamlet?” 

“Yes, I recollect it well,” cried Wilhelm, blushing, “but 
I did not look to be reminded of it at the present moment ” 

“ Do you know who it was ? ” 

“ I do not • You frighten me ' In the name of Heaven, 
not Mignon surely ? Who was it ^ Tell me, pray ” 

“I know it not myself” 

“ Not Mignon, then ? ” 

“ No, ccitainly not Mignon but Mignon was intending at 
the time to glide in to you and saw, with horror, from a 
comer where she lay concealed, a rival get before her ” 

“A rival I” cncd our fnend “Speak on, you more and 
more confound me ” 

“ Be thankful,” said the Doctor, that you can arrive at 
the result so soon through means of me Natalia and I, with 
hut a distant interest in the matter, had distress enough to 
undergo, before we could thus far discover the perplexed 
condition of the poor dear creature, whom we wished to help 
By some wanton speeches of Philina and the other girls, by 
a certain song which she had heard Philina sing, the child’s 
attention had been roused , she longed to pass a night beside 
the man she loied, without ^.onceiving anything to he implied 
in this hejond a happy and confiding rest i A loie for you, 
my fnend, w os already keen and powerful in her little heart , 
in jour arms, the child had found repose from mnn^ a sorrow, 
she now desired this happiness in all its fulness At one time 
she proposed to ask jou for it m a fncndlj manner, but a 
secret Iiorror always held her back At last, that merry night 
and the cvcitcmcnt of abundant wine inspired lier with the 
courage to attempt the adventure, and glide in to you on 
that occasion Accordingly she ran before, to hide herself m 
j jour apartment, which was standing open , hut just when 
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she had reached the top of the stairs, having heard a rustling, 
she concealed herself, and saw a female m a white dress slip 
into your chamber You yourself aruved soon after, and she 
heard you push the large bolt 

**Mignon’s agony was now unutterable all the violent 
feelings of a passionate jealousy mingled themselves with the 
unacknowledged longing of obscure desire, and seized her 
half-developed nature with tremendous force Her heart, 
which hitherto had beaten violently with eagerness and ex- 
pectation, now at once began to falter and stop, it pressed 
her bosom like a heap of lead , she could not draw her breath, 
she knew not what to do, she heard the sound of the old 
man's hai p, hastened to the garret where he was, and passed 
the lught at his feet in horrible convulsions ” 

The Physician paused a moment, then, as Wilhelm still 
kept silence, he proceeded “ Natalia told me, nothing in her 
life had so alarmed and touched her as the state of Mignon 
while relating this indeed, our noble fiiend accused herself 
of Cl uelty in having, by her questions and management, drawn 
this confession from her, and renewed by recollection the 
violent sorrows of the poor little girl 

“ ‘ The dear creature,’ said Natalia, ‘ had scarcely come 
so far with her recital, or rather with her answers to my 
questions, when slie sank all at once before me on the ground, 
and with her hand on hei bosom piteously moaned that the 
pain of that excruciating night was come back She twisted 
herself like a worm upon the floor , and I had to summon all 
my composure, that I might lemember and apply such means 
of remedy for mind and body as were known to me ’ ” 

“ It IS a painful predicament you put me in,” cried Wilhelm, 
" by impressmg me so vividly with the feehng of my manifold 
injustice towards this unhappy and b^oved being, at the very 
moment when I am again to meet her If she is to see mo, 
why do you deprive me of the courage to appear with free- 
dom ? And shall I confess it to you ? Since her mind is so 
affected, I perceive not how my presence can be advantageous 
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to her If you, as a Physician, are persuaded that this double 
longing has so undermined her being as to threaten death, 
why should I renew her sorrows by my presence, and perhaps 
accelerate her end P ” 

** My friend,” rcphed the Doctor, “ where we cannot cure, 
it IS our duty to alleviate , and how much the presence of a 
loved object tends to take from the imagination its destructive 
power, hon it changes an impetuous longing to a peaceful 
looking, I could prove by the most convincing instances 
Eieiythmg in measure and with purpose ' For, in other cases, 
this same presence may rekindle an affection nigh eztingmshed 
Put do you go and see the child , behave to her with kind- 
ness, and let us wait the consequence ” 

Nataha, at this moment coming back, bade Wilhelm follow 
her to Mignon “ She appears to feel quite happy with the 
boy,” observed Natalia, “and I hope she will receive our 
fncnd with mildness ” Wilhelm followed, not without re- 
luctance he was deeply moved by what he had been hearing, 
he feared a stormy scene of passion It was altogether the 
reverse that happened on his entrance 

iVlignon, dressed in long white women's- clothes, with her 
brown copious hair partly knotted, partly clustering out in 
locks, was sitting with the boy Felix on her lap, and pressmg 
him against her heart She looked like a departed spirit, he 
like life itself it seemed as if Heaven and Earth were clasp- 
ing one another She held out her hand to Wilhelm witli a 
smile, and said “ I thank thee for bringing back the child to 
me they had taken him awaj, I know not how, and since 
then I could not liv e So long as my heart needs anything on 
earth, Ihy Felix shall fill up the v oid ” 

The quietness, which Mignon had displayed on meeting 
with her friend, produced no little satisfaction in the party 
The Doctor signified that Wilhelm should go frequently and 
sec her; that in body as in mmd she should be kept as 
equable ns possible He himself departed, promising to 
return soon 
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Wilhelm could now observe Natalia in her own circle one 
would have desired nothing better than to live beside her 
Her presence had the purest influence on the girls, and young 
ladies of various ages, who resided with her in the house, or 
came to pay her visits fiom the neighbourhood 

“The progiess of your life,” said Wilhelm once to her, 
“ must always have been very even , your aunt's delineation of 
you in your childhood seems, if I mistake not, still to fit It 
IS easy to see, that you never weie entangled in your path 
You have never been compelled to retrograde ” 

“ This I owe to my uncle and the Abb^,” said Natalia, 
“who so well discriminated my prevailing turn of mind 
Fiom my youth upwards, I can recollect no livelier feeling 
than that I was constantly observing people's wants, and had 
an irresistible desire to make them up The child that had 
not learned to stand on its feet, the old man that could no 
longer stand on his , the longing of a rich family for children, 
the inability of a poor one to maintain their children , each 
silent wish for some paiticular species of employment, the 
impulse towards any talent, the natural gifts for many httle 
necessary arts of life, were sure to strike me my eye seemed 
formed by nature for detecting them I saw such things, 
where no one had directed my attention , I seemed bom for 
seeing them alone The charms of inanimate nature, to which 
so many peisons are exceedingly susceptible, had no effect 
upon me , the charms of art, if possible, had less My most 
delightful occupation was and is, when a deficiency, a want 
appealed' before me anywhere, to set about devising a supply, 
a remedy, a help for it 

“If I saw a poor cieature in rags, the superfluous clothes 
I had noticed hanging in the wardrobes of my fi lends im- 
mediately occuired to me, if I saw children wasting for want 
of care, I was sure to recollect some lady I had found 
oppressed with tedium amid riches and conveniences if I saw 
too many persons crammed into a narrow spime, I thought 
they should be lodged in the spacious chambers of palaces and 
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vacant houses Tins mode of viewing things was altogether 
natural, without the least reflection , so that in my childhood. 
I often made the strangest work of it, and more than once 
embarrassed people by my singular proposals Another of my 
peculiarities was this, I did not Icam till late, and after many 
cflorts, to consider money as a means of satisfying wants my 
benefits were all distributed in kind, and my simplicity, I know, 
was frequently the cause of laughter None but the Abbd 
seemed to understand me, he met me cveiyuheie, he made 
me acquainted with myself, with these wishes, these tendencies, 
and taught me how to satisfy them suitably ” 

“ Do you then,'” said Wilhelm, “ in the education of your 
little female world employ the method of these extraordinary 
men ? Do you too leave every mind to form itself ? Do you 
too leaie your girls to search and wander, to pursue delusions, 
happify to reach the goal, or miserably lose themselves in 
error ? ” 

“ No • ” replied Natalia “ such treatment as that would 
altogether contradict m;y notions To my mind, he who docs 
not help us at the needful moment, never helps , he who does 
not counsel at the needful moment, never counsels I also 
reckon it essential that vve lay down and continually impress 
on children certain laws, to operate as a kind of hold in life 
Naj, I could almost venture to assert that it is hotter to 
be wrong bji rule, than to be wrong with nothing but the 
fitful caprices of our disposition to impel us hithci and thither 
mid in nij way of vieivitig men, there always seems to be a 
V Old in their nature, v\ Inch cannot be filled up, except bj some 
decisive and distinctly settled law ” 

“Your niaiincr of proceeding, then,” said Wilhelm, “is 
entirely difiercnt from the manner of oui friends P” 

“ lei,” replied Natalia “and jou maj see the unexampled 
tolerance of thc-e men, from the fact, that they nowise disturb 
me in ni> practice, but leave me on m\ own path, simply 
becau'se it !•» mv omi, and ev cn assist me in ev cry thing that I 
require of them ” 
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A more minute description of Naialia^s plans in managing 
her children we reserve for some other opportunity 

Mignon often asked to be of their society , and this they 
granted her with greater readiness, as she appeared to be again 
accustommg herself to Wilhelm, to be opening her heart to 
him, and m general to have become more cheerful and con- 
tented with existence In walking, being easily fatigued, she 
liked to hang upon his arm “ Mignon,” she would say, " now 
chmbs and bounds no more , yet she still longs to mount the 
summit of the hills, to skip from house to house, from tree to 
tree How enviable are the birds , and then so prettily and 
socially they build their nests too • ” 

Ere long it became habitual for her to invite her fnend, 
more than once every day, into the garden When W^ilhelm 
was engaged or absent, Felix had to take his place , and if 
pom Mignon seemed at times quite loosened from the earth, 
there were other moments when she would again hold fast to 
father and son, and seem to dread a separation from them 
more than anything beside 

Natalia wore a thoughtful look “ We meant,” said she, 
“ to open her tender little heait, by sending for you hithei I 
know not whether we did prudently” She stopped, and 
seemed expecting Wilhelm to say something To him also it 
occuried that by his marriage with Theresa, Mignon, in the 
present circumstances, would be fearfully offended but in his 
uncertainty, he did not venture mentioning his project , he 
had no suspicion that Natalia knew of it 

As bttle could he talk with freedom, when his noble friend 
began to speak about her sister , to praise her good qualities, 
and to lament her hapless situation He felt exceedingly 
embarrassed when Natalia told him he would shortly see the 
Countess here “Her husband,” said she, “has now no 
object but replacing Zmzendorf in the Community , and by 
insight and activity supporting and extending that estabhsh- 
ment He is coming with his wife, to take a sort of leave , 
he then purposes visiting the various spots wheie the Com- 
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mumty have settled They appear to treat him as he wishes 
and I should not wonder if, in order to be altogether like his 
predecessor, he ventured, with my sister, on a voyage to 
America , for being already well-nigh convinced that a little 
more would make a saint of him, the wish to superadd the 
dignity of martyrdom has probably enough often flitted 
through his mind 


CHAPTER IV 

Thei had often spoken of Theresa, often mentioned her in 
passing , and Wilhelm almost every time was minded to con- 
fess that he had offered her his heart and hand A certom 
feeling, which he was not able to explain, rcstramed him , he 
paused and wavered, till at length Natalia, with the hea^enly 
modest cheerful smile she often wore, said to him ** It seems, 
then, I at last must break silence, and force myself into yom 
confidence ' Why, my fnend, do you keep secret from me an 
affair of such importance to yourself, and so closely touching 
my concerns? You have made my fnend the offer of your 
hand I do not mix uncalled m the transaction here are my 
credentials, here is the letter which she wntes to you, which 
she sends you through my hands ” 

“ A letter from Theresa * ” cned he 

“ Yes, mem herr ' Your dcstmy is settled , j'ou are happy 
Let me congratulate my fnend and you on y our good fortune ” 
Wilhelm spoke not, but gazed out before lum Natalia 
looked at him, she saw that he was pale "Your joy is 
strong,** continued she, “it takes the form of terror, it de- 
]>n\cs >00 of the power to speak hly participation is not 
the less cordial that 1 show it you in words I hope you 
will be grateful for I may sa\, my influence on the decision 
of your bride li*is not been small she asked me for adiicc, 
and ns it happened, by a singular coincidence, that y ou were 
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here just then, I was enabled to 'destioy the few scruples she 
still entertained Our messages went swiftly to and fro here 
IB her determination , here is the conclusion of the treaty 1 
And now you shall read her other letters, you shall have a free 
clear look into the fair heart of your Theiesa ” 

Wilhelm opened the letter, which she handed him unsealed. 
It contained these friendly words 

‘‘I am youis, as I am and as you luiow me I call you 
mine, as you are and as I know you Wliat in ourselves, what 
in our connexion wedlock changes, we shall study to adjust, by 
reason, cheerfulness and mutual goodwill As it is no passion, 
but trust and inclination for each othei that is leading us 
together, we run less nsk than thousands of others Y'ou will 
forgive me, will you not, if I still think often and kindly of 
my former fnend, in return, I will press your Fehx to my 
heart, as if I weie his mother If you choose to share my httle 
mansion straightway, we are loid and master theie, and in the 
meaaiivhile the purchase of your land might be concluded I 
could wish that no new arrangements were made in it without 
me I could wish at once to prove that I deserve the confidence 
which you repose in me Adieu, deal, dear Fiiend • Beloved 
Bridegroom, honoured Husband * Theiesa clasps you to her 
breast with hope and joy My fiiend will tell you more, will 
tdl you all ” 

Wilhelm, to whose mind this sheet recalled the image of 
Theresa with the hvehest distinctness, had now recovered his 
composure While reading, thoughts had rapidly alternated 
within his soul. Witlr terror, he discovered in his heart the 
most vivid traces of an inclination to Natalia he blamed him- 
self, declaring every thought of that desciiption to be madness, 
he lepiesented to himself Theiesa in her whole perfection , he 
again perused the letter, lie grew cheerful, or rather he so far 
regained his self-possession that ho could appear cheeiful 
Natalia handed him the letters which had passed between 
Theresa and lieiself out of Theresa’s we propose extiactmg 
one oi two passages 
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After delineating her bridegroom in her own peculiar way, 
Theresa thus proceeded 

“Such IS the notion I have formed of the man who now 
offers me liis hand What he thinks of himself thou shalt see 
by and by, m the papers he has sent me, where he altogether 
candidly draws his own portrait , I feel persuaded that I shall 
be happy with him ” 

“ As to rank, thou knowest my ideas on this point long ago 
Some people look on disagreement of external circumstances as 
a fearful thing, and cannot remedy it I wish not to persuade 
any one, I wish to act according to my own persuasion I 
mean not to set others an example, nor do I act without 
example It is interior disagreements only that iinghten me 
a hame that does not fit what it is meant to hold , much 
pomp and little real enjoyment, wealth and avarice, nobihty 
and rudeness, youth and pedantry, poverty and ceremomes, — 
these are the things which would annihilate me, however it 
may please the world to stamp and rate them ” 

“ If I hope that we shall suit each other, the hope is chiefly 
founded upon this, that he resembles thee, my dear Natalia, 
thee, whom I so highly prize and reverence Yes, he has thy 
noble searching and stnvang for tlie Better, whereby we of 
ourselves produce the Good which we suppose we find How 
often have I blamed thee, not in silence, for treating this or 
that person, for acting in this or that case, otherwise than I 
should have done’ and yet in general the issue showed that 
thou wert right ‘‘\%Tien we take people,’ thou wouldstsay, 
‘merelv ns they arc, we make them worse, when we treat t 
tlicin as if thev were what they should bo, we improv e tlicm as » 
far ns thej, can be improv cd ’ To sec or to act thus, I know ' 
full well IS not for me Skill, order, discipline, direction, that 
IS mj affair I alvvajs recollect what .Tamo said ‘Theresa 
trains licr pupils, Natalia forms them Naj, once he went so 
far ns to a<;sert that of the tliree fair qualities faith, love and 
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hope, I was entirely destitute ‘Instead of faith,’ said he, 
‘she has penetration, instead of love she has steadfastness, 
instead of hope she has trust ’ Indeed I will confess that till 
I knew thee, I knew nothing higher in the world than clear- 
ness and prudence it was thy presence only that persuaded, 
animated, conquered me, to thy fair lofty soul I willingly 
give place My fiiend too I honour on the same principle ; 
the description of his life is a perpetual seeking without find- 
ing , not empty seeking, but wondrous generous seekmg ; he 
fancies others may give him what can proceed from himself 
alone So, love, the clearness of my vision has not injured me, 
on this occasion, more than others * I know my husband 
better than he knows himself^ and I value him the more I 
see him, yet I see not over him , all my skill will not enable 
me to judge of what he can accomplish When I think of 
him, his image always blends itself with thine I know not 
how I have deserved to belong to two such persons But I will 
deserve it, by endeavouring to do my duty, by fulfilling what 
is looked for from me ” 


“ If I recollect Lothano ? Vividly and daily. In the com- 
pany which in thought suirounds me, I cannot want him for a 
moment O, what a pity for this noble character, related by 
an error of his youth to me, that nature has related lum to 
thee f A being such as thou, in truth, were worthier of him 
than I. To thee I could, I would surrender him Eet us be 
to him all we can, till he find a proper wife , and then too let 
us be, let us abide together ” 

“But what shall we say to our friends?” began Natalia — 
“ Your brother does not know of it ? ” — “ Not a hint , your 
people know as httle we women have, on this occasion, 
managed the affair ourselves Eydia had put some whims into 
Theresa’s head concerning Jamo and the Abbd Tliere are 
certam plnng and secret combinations, mth the general scheme 
of which I am acquamted, and into which I never thought of 
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penetrating farther With regard to these, Theresa has, 
through Lydia, taken up some shadow of suspicion so in this 
decisive step she would not suffer any one but me to influence 
her "With my brother it had been already settled, that they 
should merely announce their marriages to one another, not 
giving or asking counsel on the subject ” 

Natalia wrote a letter to her brother , she invited Wilhelm 
to subjoin a word or two, Theresa having so desired it They 
11 ere just about to seal, when Jarno unexpectedly sent up his 
name His reception was of course as kind as possible he 
wore a sportful merry air , he could not long forbear to tell 
his errand “ I am come," said he, “to give you very curious 
and very pleasing tidings they concern Theresa You haie 
often blamed us, fair Nataha, for troubling our heads about so 
many things , but now you see hou good it is to have one’s 
spies in cveiy place Guess, and let us see your skill for once * " 

The self-complacency with which ’he spoke these words, the 
roguish mien with which he looked at WiUielm and Natalia, 
persuaded both of them that he had found their secret Natalia 
answered smibng “We are far more skilful than jou think 
before we even heard your riddle, we had put the answer to it 
down in black and wlute ” 

With these words, she handed him the letter to Lothano, 
satisfied at baling met, in this way, the little triumph and 
surprise he had meant for them Jamo took the sheet with 
some astonishment ran it quickly over, started, let it drop 
from his hands, and stared at both bis friends w ith an expres- 
sion of amazement, nay, of fnght, which on his countenance was 
me He spoke no w ord 

tVilhelm and Nataha wcie not a little struck , Jamo stept 
up and down the room “ Wlint shall I sa-y ? ” cried he “ Or 
shall I saj it at alls' But it must come out, the perplc\ily 
IS not to he axoidcd So sccict for secret, surprise against 
surprise • Theresa is not the daughter of her reputed mother • 
The liindcrancc is remoicd I conic to ask jou to prepare hci 
for a marriage with Lothario " 
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Jaino saw the shock which he had given his friends , they 
cast their eyes upon the ground. “ The present cas^” said he, 
“ IS one of those which are worse to hear m company What 
each has to consider in it, he considers best in solitude I at 
least require an houi of leave ” He hastened to the garden , 
Wilhelm followed him mechanically, yet without approaching 
near 

At the end of an hour, they were again assembled Wil- 
helm opened the conversation “Formerly,” said he, while I 
was living without plan or object, in a state of carelessness, oi 
I may say of levity, friendship, love, afFection, trust came 
towards me with open arms, they pressed themselves upon me , 
but now when I am serious, destiny appears to take anothei 
course with me This resolution, of sohcitmg Theresa's hand, 
IS probably the first that has proceeded altogether from myself 
I laid my plan considerately , my reason fully joined in it , by 
the consent of that noble maiden all my hopes were crowned 
But now the strangest fate puts back my outstretched hand , 
Theresa reaches hers to me, but from afar, as in a dream , 1 
cannot grasp it , and the lovely image leaves me forever. So 
fare thee well, thou lovely image ' and all ye images of richest 
happiness that gathered round it ' ’ 

He was silent for a momenl^ looking out before him Jaino 
was about to speak “Let me have another word,” cried 
Wilhelm, *‘for the lot is drawing which is to decade the destiny 
of all my life At this moment I am aided and confirmed by 
the impression which Lothano’s presence made upon me at 
the first glance, and which has ever since continued with me 
That man well merits every sort of friendship and afiection , 
and ivithout sacrifices friendship cannot he imagined. For his 
sake, it was easy for me to delude a hapless girl , for his sake 
it shall be possible for me to give away the worthiest bnde. 
Return, relate the strange occurrence to him, and tell him 
what I am prepared for ” 

“ In emergencies like this,” said Jamo, “I hold that every- 
thing is done, if one do nothing loshly Ijet ns take no step 
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till Lothano has agreed to it I ivill go to him wait 
patiently for my return, or foi his letter ” 

He rode away , and left his friends in great disquiet They 
had time to rcconsidci these events, to think of them matmely 
It now first occurred to them, that they had taken Jamo's 
statement simply by itself, and without inquiring into any 
of the circumstances Wilhelm was not altogether free from 
doubts but ne's.t day, their astonishment, naj', then bewilder- 
ment, arose still higher, when a messenger arriving from 
Theresa, brought the following letter to Nataba 

** Strange as it may seem, after all the letters 1 nave sent, 
I am obliged to send another, begging that thou wouldst 
despatch my bridegroom to me instantly He shall be my 
husband, what plans soever they may lay to rob me of him 
Gi'c him the enclosed letter, only not before witnesses, 
w hoover they may be 

The enclosed letter was as follows ** What opinion will you 
form of your Theresa, when you see her all at once insisting 
passionately on a union which calm reason alone appeared to 
have appointed ? Lict nothing hinder you from setting out, 
the moment 3 ou have read this letter Come, my dear, dear 
friend , now tliroc times dearer, since they are attempting to 
deprive me of jou ” 

“What IS to be done P” cried W^ilhelm, after he had read 
the letter 

“In no case that I remember,’’ said Natalia, after some 
reflection, * hav o ray heart and judgment been so dumb as in 
the present one what to do or to advise I know not 

"Can It be,” cned Wilhelm vehemently, “that JLothano 
docs not know of it , or if he does, that he is but like us, the 
sport of bidden plans ^ Has Jarno, when he saw our letter, 
deviled tliat fable on tlie spot ? Would he have told us somc- 
tlnng diflcrent, if we had not been so precipitate? What can 
thej mean? What intentions can they have? What plan 
can Theresa mean ^ \ cs, it must be owned, Eothano is begirt 
wiUi secret influtncts and combinaUons I mjself have found 
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that they aie acti\c, that they take a certain charge of the 
piocecdings, of the destiny of seieral people, and contrive to 
guide them The ulterior objects of these nij stencs I know 
not , but their nearest purpose, that of snatching my Theiesa 
from me, I perceive but too distinctly On the one hand, this 
piospect of Eothario’s happiness which they evlubit to me may 
tie but a hollow show , on the other hand, I see my deal , my 
honouicd biidc inviting me to her affection What shall I do!* 
"What shall I forbear 

“ A little patience ' ” said Natalia , “a little time for 
thought ' In these singular perplev-ities, I know but this, that 
what can never be recalled should not be done in haste To a 
fable, to an aitful plan we have steadfastness and prudence to 
oppose whether Jamo has been speaking true or false must 
soon apjicar If my brother has actually hopes of a connexion 
with Theiesa, it weie hard to cut him off foiever from that 
prospect, at the moment when it seems so kindly inviting him 
Let us wait at least till we discov'cr whether he himself knov.s 
anything of it, whether he believes and hopes ” 

These prudent counsels were confiimed by a letter from 
Lothoiio “I do not send Jarno,” he wrote “a line from 
my hand is more to thee than the minutest nanativ e in the 
mouth of a messenger I am certain, Theresa is not the 
daughter of her reputed mother and I cannot renounce hope 
of being hers, till she too is persuaded, and can then decide 
between my friend and me with calm consideration Let him 
not leav e thee, I entreat it ' The happiness, the life of a 
brothel is at stake I promise tliec, this uncertainty shall not 
be long ” 

“You see how the matter stands,” said she to Wilhelm with 
a friendly air, “give me your word of honour that you will 
not leave the house ' ” 

“I give it'” ciicd he, stretching out his hand , “I will not 
leave this house against your will I thank Heaven, and 
my better Genius, that on this occasion I am led, and led by 
jou ” 
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Natalia iirote Theresa an account of everything, declaring 
that she would not let her fnend away She sent Lothano’s 
letter also 

Theresa answeied “I wonder not a little that Eothano is 
himself convinced to his sister he would not feign to this 
e'ctent I am voiced, greatly \e\.ed It is better that I say no 
more But I will come to thee, so soon as I have got poor 
lydia settled they are treating her cruelly I fear we are all 
betrayed, and shall he so betrayed that we shall ncier reach 
the truth If my fnend were of my opinion, he would give 
thee the slip after all, and throw himself into the arms of his 
Theresa, whom none shall take away from him But I, as I 
dread, shall lose him, and not regain Lothario Prom the 
latter they are taking Lydia, by showing him afar off the 
prospect of obtaining me I will say no more the entangle- 
ment will grow still deeper Whether, in the mean time, these 
beautiful relations to each other may not be so pushed aside, 
so undermined and broken down, that when the darkness passes 
ofi, the mischief shall no longer admit of remedy, time wnll 
show If my friend do not tear himself away, in a few days I 
myself will come and seek him out beside thee, and hold him 
fast Thou marvelcst how this passion can have gained the 
mastery of thy Theresa It is no passion, but connction , it is 
a belief that since Lothario can neier be mine, this new fnend 
will make me happy Tell him so in the name of the little 
boy that sat with him underneath the oak, and thanked liim 
for Ins sympathy Tell it him in the name of Theresa, who 
met Ills oilers with a hearty openness My first dream of Ining 
with Lothario has wandered faraway from my soul, the dream 
of li\ing with my other friend is yet wholly present to me 
Do they hold me so light, as to think that it were easy to 
evcliangc the former with the latter 

“I depend on you,” said Natalia to Wilhelm, handing him 
the letter “y on will not len>c me Consider that the comfort 
of m^ life is in a our Itands being is so intimately bound 

anti intcrwoicn with my broUicr’s, that he feels no sorrow 
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which I do not feel, no joy irhich does not likewise gladden 
me Nay, I may tiuly say, through him alone I have expen- 
enced that the heart can he afPected and exalted , that in the 
world there may be joy, love and an emotion which contents 
the soul beyond its utmost want ” 

She stopped , Wilhelm took hei hand, and cried “ O con- 
tinue f This IS the time for a true mutual disclosure of our 
thoughts* it never was more necessary for us to be well 
acquainted with each other ” 

" Yes, my friend • ” said she, smiling, with her quiet, soft, 
indescribable dignity , peihaps it is not out of season, if I 
tell you that the whole of what so many books, of what the 
world holds up to us and names love, has always seemed to me 
a fable ” 

You have never loved P” cned Wilhelm. 

“ Nevei, or always • ” said Natalia. 


CHAPTER V 

During this conversation, they kept walking up and down 
the garden, and Natalia gathered various flowers of singular 
forms, entirely unknown to Wilhelm, who began to ask their 
names, and occupy himself about them 

“You know not,” said Natalia, “for whom I have been 
plucking these ? I intend them for my uncle, whom we are to 
visit The sun is shining even now so bright on the Hall of 
the Past, I must lead you in, this moment , and I never go to 
it, without a few of the flowers which my uncle liked particu- 
larly, in my hand He was a pecuhai man, susceptible of very 
strange impressions For certain plants and animals, for 
certain neighbourhoods and persons, nay, for certain sorts of 
minerals, he had an especial love, which he was rarely able to 
explain. * Had I not,’ he would often say, * from youth, with- 
stood myself, and striven to form my judgment upon wide and 
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general principles, I had been the narrowest and most intoler- 
able person h\ ing For nothing can be more intolerable than 
circumscribed poculiaritj', in one from whom a pure and suitable 
activity might be reqmred ’ And yet he was obliged to con- 
fess, that life and breath would almost leave him, if he did not 
now and then indulge himself, not from time to tame allow 
himself a brief and passionate enjoyment of what he could 
not always praise and justify *It is not my fault,’ said he, 
*if I ha\c not brought my mclmations and my reason into 
perfect harmony’ On such occasions he would joke with me, 
and say ‘Natalia may be looked upon as happy while she 
lues her nature asks nothing which the world does not wish 
and use’” 

So speaking, they ami ed ogam at the house Natalia led 
him through a spacious passage, to a door, bcfoic which lay 
two granite Sphinxes The door itself was in the Egyptian 
fashion, somewhat narrower above than below , and its bra/en 
leases prepared one for a senous or even a gloomy feeling 
Wilhelm was in consequence agreeably surprised, when his 
expectation issued in a sentiment of pure cheerful sercnily, as 
he entered a hall, where art and life took away all recollec- 
tion of death and the graie In the walls all round, a senes 
of proportionable arches had been hollowed out, and large 
sarcophaguses stood in them among the pillars in tlie intervals 
between them, smaller openings might be seen, adorned with 
urns and similar icsscls The remaining spaces of the walls 
and laultcd roof were regularlj dmded , and between bnght 
and xanegated borders, witlnn garlands and otlier ornaments 
a multitude of cliccrful and signiiicant figures had been painted, 
upon grounds of dificrcnt sires The body of the edifice was 
coicrcd with that fine jellow marble, which passes into 
reddish; clear blue stnpos of a chemical substance happily 
imitating lapis lazuli, while thi^ satisfied the ejewath contrast, 
gaxc unit} and combination to the w-hole All this pomp and 
decoration showed itself m tlic chastest ardiitcctural forms 
and thus cicry one who entered fell as if exalted ahoie him- 
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self, while the cooperating products of art, for the first time, 
taught him what man is and what he may become 

Opposite the door, on a stately sarcophagus, lay a marble 
figure of a noble-looking man, reclined upon a pillow He 
held a roll before him , and seemed to look at it with still 
attention It was placed so that you could read with ease the 
words which stood there TIttnJe ^living- 

Natalia took away a withered bunch of flowers, and laid 
the fresh one down before the figure of her uncle For it was 
her uncle whom the marble represented Wilhelm thought he 
recognised the features of the venerable gentleman, whom he 
had seen, when lying wounded in the green of the forest 
“ Here he and I passed many an hour,” said Natalia, “ while 
the hall was getting ready In his latter years, he had 
gathered several skilful artists round him , and his chief delight 
was to invent oi superintend the drawings and cartoons for 
these pictures ” 

Wilhelm could not satisfy himself with looking at the 
objects which surrounded him “ What a life,” exclaimed he, 
“in this Hall of the Past * One might with equal justice 
name it Hall of the Piesent and the Future Such all were, 
such all will be There is nothing transitory but the individual 
who looks at and enjoys it Here, this figure of the motlier 
pressing hei infant to her bosom will survive many geneiations of 
happy mothers Centuries hence, -peThaps some father will take 
pleasure in contemplating this bearded man, who has laid aside 
his seriousness, and is playing with his son Thus shamefaced 
will the bride sit for ages, and amid her silent wishes, need that 
she be comforted, that she be spoken to , thus impatient ivill 
the bridegroom listen on the threshold whether he may enter ” 

The figures Wilhelm was surveying with such rapture weie 
of almost boundless number and variety. PVom the flist 
jocund impulse of the child, merely to employ its every limb 
in spoit, up to the peaceful sequestered earnestness of the sage, 
you might, in fair and living ordei, see delineated how man 
possesses no capacity or tendency without employing and 
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enjoying it Prom the first soft conscious feeling, when the 
maiden lingers in pulling up her pitcher, and looks with satis- 
faction at her image in the clear fountain, to those high 
solemnities when kings and nations invoke the Gods at the 
altar to witness their alliances, all was depicted, all was forcible 
and full of meaning 

It was a world, it was a heaven, that in this abode sur- 
rounded the spectator, and beside the thoughts which those 
polished forms suggested, beside the feelings they awoke, there 
still seemed something farther to be present, something by 
winch the whole man felt himself laid hold of Wilhelm too 
observed this, though unable to account for it “What is 
this," exclaimed he, “which, independently of all signification, 
without any sj'mpathy that human incidents and fortunes may 
inspire us with, acts on me so strongly and so gracefully? It 
speaks to me from the whole, it speaks from every part, 
though I ha^e not fully understood the former, though I do 
not specially apply the latter to myself ' What enchantment 
breathes from these surfaces, these lines, these heights and 
breadths, these mosses and colours » AVhat is it that makes 
these figures so delightful, even when slightly luewed, and 
mercljr in the light of decorations? Yes, I feel it one might 
tatij here, might rest, might view the whole, and be happy , 
and jet feel and think something altogether different from 
aught that stood before his ejes ” 

And certainly if we were able to describe how happilj the 
whole was subdiiidcd, how everything determined by its place, 
bj combination or by contrast, by uniformity or by variety, 
appeared exactly os it should have done, producing an cilcct as 
perfect as distinct, we sliould transport the reader to a scene, 
from w Inch he w ould not be in baste to stir 

Pour largo marble candelabra rose in the corners of the 
’ four smaller ones w ere in the midst of it, around a v eiy 
beautifully worked sarcophagus, which, judging from its size, 
might once have held a young person of middle stature 

Natalia paused beside this monument, she laid her hand 
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upon it as she said My worthy uncle had a great attach- 
ment to this fine antique * It is not,’ he would often say, ‘ the 
first blossoms alone that drop, such you can keep above in 
these little spaces, but fruits also, which, hanging on their 
twigs, long give us the fairest hope, wlulst a secret \voim is 
preparing their too early ripeness and their quick decay ’ I 
fear,” continued she, “ his words have been prophetic of that 
dear httle girl, who seems withdrawing gradually from our 
cares, and bending to this peaceful dwelling ” 

As they were about to go, Nataba stopped and said 
“ There is something still which merits your attention 
Observe these half-round openings aloft on both sides. Here 
the choir can stand concealed while singing ; these iron orna- 
ments below the cornice serve for fastemng-on the tapestry, 
which, by order of my uncle, must be hung round at every 
bunal Music, particularly song, was a pleasure he could not 
live without and it was one of his pecubarities that he wished 
the singer not to be in view * In this respect,’ he would say, 

‘ they spoil us at the theatre , the music there is, as it were, 
subservient to the eye , it accompanies movements, not 
emotions In oratorios and concerts, the form of the musician 
constantly disturbs us true music is intended for the ear 
alone, a fine voice is the most universal thing that can be 
figured , and while the narrow individual that uses it presents 
himself before the eye, he cannot fail to trouble the efiect 
of that pure universality Tlie person whom I am to speak 
with, I must see, because it is a solitary man, whose form and 
, character gives worth or worthlessness to what he says but, 
on the other hand, whoever sings to me must be invisible , his 
form must not confuse me, or corrupt my judgment Here, it 
IS but one human organ speaking to another , it is not spint 
speaking to spint, not a thousandfold world to the eye, not a 
heaven to the man’ On the same principles, in respect of 
instrumental music, he reqmred that the orchestra should as 
much as possible be hid , because by the mechanical exertions, 

, by the mean and awkward gestures of the performers, our feel- 



CHAP V] MEISTER’S APPRENTICESHIP 123 

ing are so mucli dispersed and peiplexed Accordingly he 
alw ays used to shut his eyes -while hearing music , thereby to 
concentrate his whole being on the single pure enjoyment of 

the car " » j i 

Tlicy were about to leave the Hall, when they heard the 
children running hastily along the passage, and Feli-^ crying 
“No, I' No, I'” 

hlignon rushed in at the open door she -was foremost, 
hut out of breath, and could not speah n word Fehik, still 
at some distance, shouted out “ Mamma Theresa is come ' ” 
The children had run a race, as it seemed, to bring the 
news Mignon was lying in Natalia’s arms, her heart was 
beating fiercely 

“Naughty child,” said Natalia, “art not thou forbidden 
iiolcnt motions ? See how thy heart is beating ' ” 

“Eet it break?” said Mignon with a deep sigh “it has 
beat too long ” 

They had scarcely composed themselves from this surprise, 
this sort of consternation, when Theresa entered She flew 
to Natalia, clasped her and hlignon in her arms Then 
turning round to Wilhelm, she looked at him with her clear 
eyes, and said “ Well, mj friend, how is it with you P You 
hai e not let them cheat 3 ou ?” He made a step tow ards her , 
•ihc sprang to him, and hung upon his neck “ O my Theresa ' ” 
cned he 

“Mj fnend, my lo^c, mj husband' Yes, former thine'” 
cncil she, amid the warmest kisses 

Fchx pulled her bj the gown, and cned “ Mamma Theresa, 
I am here too ' ” Natalia stood, and looked before her Mignon 
on a sudden clapped her left hand on her heart, and stretch- 
ing out the nght arm Molcntlj, fell witli a shnek at Natalia’s 
feet, ns dead 

mic fright I'as great no motion of the heart or pulse was 
to he traced Wilhelm took her on his arm, and linstilj 
tamed her awnj , the hod\ hung lax o\cr Ins shoulders Tlie 
presence of the Doctor was of snmll as ail he and the >oung 



124 MEISTER’S APPRENTICESHIP [book vill. 

Surgeon, whom we know already, strove in vain The dear 
little creature could not he recalled to life 

Natalia beckoned to Theresa the latter took her fiiend by 
the hand and led him fiom the room He was dumb, not 
uttering a word, he duist not meet her eyes He sat down 
with her upon the sofa, where he had fiist found Natalia He 
thought ivith great rapidity along a series of fateful incidents, 
or rather he did not think, but let his soul be worked on by 
the thoughts which would not leave it. There are moment 
in life, when past events, hke winged shuttles, dart to and iro 
before us, and by their incessant movements weave a web, 
which we ourselves, in a gi eater or less degree, have spun and 
put upon the loom “ My friend, my love • ” said Theresa, 
breaking silence, as she took him by the hand “ Let us stand 
together firmly in this houi, as we perhaps shall often have 
to do in similai hours These are occurrences, which it takes 
two united heaits to suffer Think, my friend, feel that thou 
art not alone , show that thou lovest thy Theresa by impartmg 
thy sorrows to her ' " She embiaced him, and drew him softly 
to her bosom he clasped her in his arms and piessed her 
stiongly towards him “The poor child,” cried he, “used 
in mournful moments to seek shelter and piotection in my 
unstable bosom let the stabihty of thine assist me in this 
heavy hour ” They held each other fast , he felt hei heart 
beat against his breast , but in his spirit all was desolate and 
void , only the figures of Mignon and Natalia flitted like 
shadows across the waste of his imagination 

Natalia enteied “Give us thy blessing • ” cried Theresa 
“ Let us, in this melancholy moment, be united before tbee > ” 
Wilhelm had hid Ins face upon Theresa’s neck he was so 
far relieved that he could weep He did not hear Natalia 
come , he did not see her , but at the sound of her voice his 
tears redoubled “What God has ]oiued I will not part,” 
she answered, smiling , “ but to unite you is not in my power ; 
nor am I gratified to see that sorrow and sympathy seem 
altogether to have banished from your hearts the lecollec- 
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tion of my brother At these words, Wilhelm started from 
Theresa's arms “Whither are you going ?” cned the ladies 
“ I^et me sec the child,” said he, “ whom I have killed ' Mis- j 
fortune when we look upon it with our eyes is smaller than / 
when our imagination sinks the evil down into the recesses! 
of the soul Let us view the departed angel ' Her serene 
countenance will say to us that it is well with her” As his 
friends could not restrain the agitated youth, they followed 
him , but the worthy Doctor with the Surgeon met them, and 
prcicntcd them from coming near the dead “Keep away 
from this mournful object,” said he, “and allow me, so far as 
I am able, to gn c some continuance to these remains On this 
dear and singular being I will now display the beautiful ait 
not only of embalming bodies, but of retaining in them a look 
of life As I foresaw her death, the preparations are already 
made, with these helps I shall undoubtedly succeed Gne 
me but a few days, and ask not to see the child again till I 
hove brought her to the Hall of the Past ” 

The 3 oung Surgeon had in his hands that well-know n case 
of instruments “ From w hom can he hai c got it ? ” Wilhelm 

asked the Doctor ‘*I knoiv it icry well,” replied Nataha 
“he has it from his father, who dressed your wounds when we 
found jou in the forest ” 

“Then 1 haie not been mistaken' I recognised the band 
at once ' ’ cued Wilhelm “ O get it for me ' It was this 
that first gaie me any hint of my unknoivn benefactress 
"Wliat w cal and w oe w ill such a thing sum\ c ' Reside how 
many sorrows has this band already been, and its threads still 
hold together ' How many men's lost moments has it wit- 
nc‘-sed, and its colours are not 3et faded' It was near me 
in one of the fairest hours of my existence, when I lay 
wounded on the ground, and 3 our helpful form appeared 
before me, and the child whom we are now lamenting sat 
with its blood3 hair, busied with the tenderest care to sa\D 
my life ' *’ 

It wa« not long that our fnend' could converse about this 
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sad occunence, that Theresa could inquiie about the child, 
and the probable cause of its unexpected death for strangers 
ivere announced , who, on making their appearance, proved 
to be well-knoivn stiangers Eothario, Jarno, and the Abbe 
entered Natalia met her brother among the rest, there was 
a momentaiy silence Theresa, smibng on Lothano, said 
" You scarcely expected to find me here , of course, it would 
not have been advisable that we should visit one another at 
the present time however, after such an absence, take my 
cordial welcome ” 

Liothano took her hand, and answered “ If we are to 
suffer and renounce, it may as well take place in the presence 
of the object whom we love and wish for. I desire no m- 
fluence on your deteimination , my confidence in your heart, 
in your understanding and clear sense, is still so great, that 
I wilhngly commit to your disposal my fate and that of my 
fnend 

The conversation turned immediately to general, nay, we 
may say, to trivial topics The company soon separated 
into single pairs, for walking Nataha was with her brother, 
Theresa with the Abbd , our fnend was left with Jarno in the 
Castle 

The appearance of the guests at the moment when a heavy 
sorrow was oppressing Wilhelm, had, mstead of dissipating 
his attention, irritated him and made him worse he was 
&etful and suspicious, and unable or uncarefiil to conceal it, 
when Jarno questioned him about his sulky silence What 
IS the use of saymg more ? ” cned Wilhelm ” Eothano with 
his helpers is come and it were strange if those mysterious 
watchmen of the tower, who are constantly so busy, did not 
now exeit their influence on us, to effect I know not what 


strange purpose So far as I hove kno\vn these saintly gentle- 
men, it seems to be in every case their laudable endeavour to 


separate the united, and to umte the separated What sort 
of web their weaving will produce, may probably to unholy 


eyes be forever a nddle. 
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“ You are cross and bitter,” said the other , “ that is as 
It should be Would jou get into a proper passion, it were 

still better ” t « i 

“ That too might come about,” said Wilhelm *'1 fear much 
some of you arc in tlie mind to load my patience, natural and 
acquired, bejond what it ivill bear” 

“ In the mean time,” said the other, “ tiU we see what ts to 
be the issue of the matter, I could bkc to tell you somewhat of 
the tower, which you appear to view with such mistrust 

“ It stands with you,” said Wilhelm, “ whether you wull risk 
jour eloquence on an attention so distracted IVIy mind is so 
engaged at present, that I know not whether I can take a 
proper interest in these lery digniBed adventures” 

" Your pleasing humour shall not hinder me,” said Jamo, 

“ from explaining this affair to you You reckon me a clever 
fellow , I want to make you reckon me an honest one , and 
what IS more, on this occasion I am bidden speak ” — *‘l could 
wish,” said Wilhelm, “that you did it of yourself, and witli 
an honest purpose to inform me , but as I cannot hoar without 
suspicion, wherefore should Ihcar at all?” — “Iflha\e nothing 
better to do,” said Jarno, “ than tell you stones, you too haie 
time to listen to me , and to this you may perhaps feel more 
inclined, when I assure you, that all you saw in that tow er was 
hut the relics of a jouthful undertaking, in regard to whidi 
the greater part of the initiated were once in deep earnest, 
though all of them now mcw it with a smile” 

“So, with these pompous signs and words, you do hut 
mock''” cried Wilhelm "Witli a solemn air, jou lead us 
to n place inspiring reverence by its aspect, jou make the 
str'ingest visions pass before us, you give us rolls full of 
glorious mystic apophthegms, of which in truth we understand 
hut little , y ou disclose to us, tlint hitherto we hav c been 
pupils, you solemnly pronounce us free, and wc arc just as 
w I'sc as vre were ” — ^‘Ilavc you not the parchment by you?” 
raid the other “It contains a deal of sense those general 
apophlliiguis wiiL not picked up at random, tliough they 
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seem obscure and empty to a man without experiences to 
recollect while reading them But give me the Indenture as 
we call it, if it IS at hand ” — “ Quite at hand,” cried Wilhelm , 
“ such an amulet well merits being worn upon one's breast ” 
— “Well,” said Jamo, smiling, “who knows whether the 
contents of it may not one day find place in your head and 
heart ? ” 

He opened the Roll, and glanced, over the first half of it 
“This,” said he, “regards the cultivation of our gifts for 
art and science , of which let others speak the second treats 
of life , here I am moie at home ” 

He then began to read passages, speaking between-whiles, 
and connecting them with his remarks and narrative The 
taste of youth for secrecy, for ceremonies, for imposing words, 
IS extraordinary , and frequently bespeaks a certain depth of 
chai acter. In those years, we wish to feel our whole nature 
seized and moved, even though it be but vaguely and darkly 
Tlie youth who happens to have lofty aspiiations and fore- 
castings, thinks that secrets yield him much, that he must 
depend much on secrets, and effect much by means of them 
It was with such views that the Abbe favoured a certain 
Society of young men , partly according to his principle of 
aiding every tendency of nature, partly out of habit and 
inchnation, for in former times he had himself been joined 
to an association, which appears to have accomplished many 
things in secret For this business I was least of all adapted 
I was oldei than the rest , from youth I had thought clearly , 
1 wished in all things nothing more than clearness , I felt no 
interest in men, but to know them as they were With the 
same taste I gradually infected all the best of our associates , 
and this circumstance had almost given a false direction to 
our plan of culture For we now began to look at nothing 
but the errors and the narrowness of others, and to think 
ourselves a set of highly-gifted personages Here the Abbe 
came to our assistance he taught us, that we never should 
inspect the conduct of men, unless we at the same time took 
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an interest in improving it, and that through action only 
could vre ever be in a condition to inspect and watch our- 
selves He advised us, however, to retain the primary forms 
of the Society hence there was still a sort of law in our 
proceedings , the first mystic impressions might be traced in 
the constitution of the whole At length, as by a practical 
similitude, it took the form of a corporate trade, whose 
business was the arts Hence came the names of Apprentices, 
Assistants, and Masters We wished to see witli our own 
c^es, and to form for ourselves a special record of our own 
experience in the world Hence those numerous confessions, 
which in part we ourselves wrote, in part made others write, 
and out of which the several A.ppi enitceshtps were afterwards 
compiled The formation of his character is not the chief 
concern with every man Many merely wish to find a sort of 
recipe for comfort, directions for acquit ing riches, or whatever 
good they aim at All such, when they would not be in- 
structed in their proper duties, we were wont to m3'stii^, to 
treat with juggleries and eveiy sort of hocus-pocus, and at 
length to shove aside We advanced none to the rank of 
Masters, but such os clearly felt and recognised the purpose 
they were bom for, and had got enough of practice to proceed 
along their waj’ with a certain cheerfulness and ease ■" 

“In mj case, then,” cried W^illiclm, “your ceremony has 
been vorj premature, for since the day when jou pronounced 
me free, what I can, will, or shall do, has been more unknown 
to me than ever ” — We are not to blame for this perplexity, 
perhaps good fortune will deliver us In the mean time 
listen “He in whom there is much to be developed will be 
later in acquit ing true perceptions of himself and of the 
world There are few who at once have Thought and the 
capxcitj of Action Thought expands, hut lames , Action 
aniiiislc- but narrow »• ” 

“I heg of 3 oil,” cried Wilhelm, “not to read me any more 
of that surprising stuff Tliesc phiascs have sufiicicnU3 con- 
futed me before”— “I will s,Uck b3 m3 slor3, tlien,” said 


vou 11 
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Jarno, half rolling up the parchment, into which, however, 
he kept casting frequent glances “ I myself have been of less 
service to the cause of our Society and of my fellow-men than 
any other member I am but a bad schoolmastei , I cannot 
bear to look on people making awkward trials , when I see a 
person wandering from his path, I feel constrained to call to 
him, although it were a night-walker going straight to break 
his neck On this point, I had a continual stiuggle with the 
Abbd, who maintains that error can never be cured except by 
erring About you, too, we often argued He had taken an 
especial hking to you , and it is sa 3 nng something to have 
caught so much of his attention For me, you must admit, 
that every time we met, I told you just the naked truth ” — 
“ Certainly, you spared me very little,” said the other, “ and 
I think you still continue faithful to your principles ” — 
*‘What is the use of spaiing,” answered Jarno, “when a 
young man of many good endowments is taking a quite false 
direction?” — “Pardon me,” said Wilhelm, *‘you have rigor- 
ously enough denied me any talent for the stage , I confess 
to you, that though I have entirely renounced the art, I 
cannot think myself entirely incapable'” — “And with me,” 
said Jamo, “it is well enough decided, that a person who 
can only play himself is no player Whoever cannot change 
himself, in temper and in form, into many forms, does not 
deserve the name Thus you, for example, acted Hamlet and 
some other chaiacters extiemely well , because in these, your 
form, your disposition and the tempei of the moment suited 
For an amateur theatre, for any one who saw no other way 
before him, this would perhaps have answered well enough. 
But,” continued Jamo, looking on the roll, “'we should guard 
against a talent which we cannot hope to practise in perfection 
Improve it as we may, we shall alwajs m the end, when the 
merit of the master has become apparent to us, painfully 
lament the loss of time and strength devoted to such 
botching ’ ” 

“ Do not read > ” cned Wilhelm “ I entreat you earnestly i 
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speak on, tell, inform me ' So the Abbe aided me in Hamlet 
he provided me a ghost ?” — ** Yes, for he asserted that it was 
the only way of curing you, if you were curable ” — “ And on 
this account he left the veil, and bade me fly ? ”■ — “ Yes, he 
hoped that having fairly acted Hamlet, >our desire of acting 
would be satiated He maintained that you ould never go 
upon the stage agam I beheicd the contrary, and I was 
right We argued on the subject, that very evening when 
the play was over” — ^“You saw me act, then?” — “I did 
indeed” — “And who was it that played the Ghost?” — “That 
I cannot tell you , either the Abbe or his twin brother , but 
I think the latter, for he is a little taller” — “You hav^e 
secrets from each other, then s’” — “Fnends maj’-and must /lavc 
secrets from each other, but they are not secrets to each 
other ” 

“The very thought of that perplex-ity perplexes me I.et 
me understand the man, to whom I owe so many thanks as 
well as such reproaches ” 

“What giics him such a value in our estimation,” answered 
Jamo, “what in some degree secures him the dominion over 
nil of us, IS the free sharp oje that nature has bestowed on 
him for all the powers which dwell in man, and arc susceptible 
of cultivation, each according to its kind Most men, even 
the most accomplished, are but limited each prizes certain 
properties in others and himself, these alone he favours, these 
alone will he have cultivated Dircctlj the reverse is the 
procedure of our Abbd for every gift he has a feeling, cverj' 
gift he delights to recognise and forward But I must look 
into m 3 roll again • ‘ It is all men that make up mankind , 

all powers taken together that make up the world Tliese 
arc frcquenll 3 nt variance and as thc> endeavour to dcstro 3 
each other, Nature holds them together and again produces 
them I rom the first animal tendenev to hanuicraft attempts, 
up to the highest pracli«-ii.g of intellectual art, from the 
inarbculalc crowmgs of the happv infant, up to Uic i>ohbhcd 
I utterance of the orator and smger , from the first bickerings 
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of boys up to the vast equipments by which countiies are 
conquered and retained, &om the slightest ItTnillinRS B and 
the most transitory love, up to the fiercest passion and the 
most earnest covenant , from the merest perception of sensible 
presence up to the faintest presentiments and hopes of the 
remotest spiritual future, all this and much more also lies in 
man, and must be cultivated yet not in one, but m many 
Every gift is valuable, and ought to be unfolded When one 
encourages the beautiful alone, and another encourages the 
useful alone, it takes them both to form a man The useful 
encourages itself, for the multitude produce it, and no one 
can dispense with it the beautiful must be encouraged , for 
few can set it forth, and many need it ” 

“ Hold ' hold • ” cried Wilhelm “ I have read it all ” — 
“ Yet a line or two • ” said Jomo “ Here is our worthy Abb4 
to a hairsbreadth ^ One power rules another , none can 
cultivate another in each endowment, and not elsewhere, 
lies the force which must complete it , this many people do 
not understand, who yet attempt to teach and influence ’ 

“ I too do not understand it,’ answered Wilhelm — “ You will 
often hear the Abb^ preach on this text , and, therefore, ‘ Let 
us merely keep a clear and steady eye on what is in ourselves , 
on what endowments of our own we mean to cultivate , let us 
be just to others , for we ourselves are only to be valued in so 
far as we can value ’ ” — For Heaven’s sake, no more of these 
wise saws * I feel them to be but a sony balsam for a wounded 
heart Tell me rather, with your cruel settledness, what you 
expect of me, how and m what manner you intend to sacrifice 
me ” — " For every such suspicion, I assure you, you tnll 
afterwards beg our pardon It is your afiair to try and 
choose , it IS ours to aid you A man is never happy till his 
vague strivmg has itself marked out its proper limitation It 
IS not to me that you must look, but to the Abb^ it is not of 
yourself that you must thmk, but of what surrounds you 
Thus, for instance, learn to understand Lothano’s superiority ; 
how his quick and comprehensive vision is inseparably united 
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with activity, how ho constantly advances, how he expands 
Ins influence, and carries every one along with him Wherever 
he may be, ho bears a world about with him his presence 
animates and kindles Observe our good Physician, on the 
other hand • His nature seems to be directly the reverse If 
the former only works upon the general whole, and at a 
distance, the latter turns his piercing eye upon the things that 
arc beside him , he rather furnishes the means for being active, 
than hitnself displays or stimulates activity His conduct is 
csactl> like the conduct of a good domestic manager, he is 
busied silently, w hile he provides for each in his pecuhar sphere , 
Ins knowledge is a constant gathering and expending, a taking 
in and gii mg out on the small scale Perhaps XiOthano in a 
single day might overturn what the other had for years been 
cniplo3cd in building up but perhaps Lothario also might 
impart to others, in a moment, strength suflicient to restore 
a hundredfold what he had oiertumed” — “It is but a sad 
omploj ment,” answered Wilhelm, “to contemplate the sub- 
lime advantages of others, at a moment when we are at 
vanonce with ourselves Sudi contemplations suit the man 
at ease , not him whom passion and uncertainty are agitating ■" 
— “ Pcaccfullj and reasonably to contemplate is at no time 
hurtful,*’ answered Jarno *‘and while we use ourselves to 
think of the advantages of others, our own mind comes in- 
sensibly to imitate them, and every false activity, to vrhich 
oui fancy was alluring us, is then willingly abandoned Prec 
your mind if you can, from all suspicion and anxiety Heic 
comes the Abbi! be courteous towards him, till you have 
learned still farther what y ou owe him The rogue ' There 
he goes between Natalia and Tlicrcsa, I could bet be is con- 
triving somctlimg As in general lie likes to act tlie part of 
Destiny a little , *io he docs not fail to show a histc for making 
matches, when ho finds an opportunity *’ 

Wilhelm, whoso angry and fretful humour all the placid 
prudent words of Jamo had not bettered, thought his fnend 
exceedingly indelicate for mentioning mnmage at a moment 
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like the present , he answered with a smile indeed, but a rather 
bitter one " I thought the taste foi making matches had 
been left to those that had a taste for one another.” 


CHAPTER VI 

Tins company had met again , the conversation of our 
friends was necessarily interrupted Ere long a courier was 
announced, as wishing to deliver with his own hand a letter 
to Eothano The man was introduced he had a vigorous 
sufficient look , his livery was rich and handsome Wilhelm 
thought he knew thim nor was he mistaken , for it was the 
man whom he had sent to seek Philina and the fancied 
Mariana, and who never came back Our fiiend was about to 
address him, when Lothario, who had read the letter, asked 
the courier with a serious, almost angry tone “ What is your 
master's name 

** Of all questions,” said the other with a prudent air, " this 
IS the one which I am least prepared to answer I hope the 
letter will communicate the necessary information verbally I 
have been charged with nothing ” 

“ Be it as it will,” rephed Lothario ivith a smile , “ smce 
your master puts such trust in me as to indite a letter so 
exceedingly facetious, he shall be welcome to us ” — “ He will 
not keep you long waiting for him,” said the courier with a 
bow, and withdrew. 

“ Do but hear the disiti acted stupid message,” said Lothario 
“ *As of all guests, Good Humour is beheved to be the most 
agreeable wheiever he appears, and as I always keep that 
gentleman beside me by way of travellmg companion, I feel 
persuaded that the visit I intend to pay youi noble Lordship 
will not be taken ill , on the contrary, I hope the whole of 
your illustrious family will witness my arrival with complete 
satisfaction ; and in due time also my departure , being always, 
ei cetera. Count of Snailfoot ’ ” 

’Tis a new family,” said the Abb& 
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“A Mcanat count, perhaps,” said Jamo 

“The secret is easy to unriddle,” said Natalia “ I wager it 
IS none but brother Encdricli, who has threatened us with a 
\isit ever since my uncle’s death ” 

“Right* fair and skilful sister*” cned a -voice from -the 
nearest thicket , and immediately a pleasant, cheerful youth 
stept forward Wilhelm could scaiccly restrain a cry of 
wonder “How?” exclaimed he “Does our fair-haired 
kna-vc, too, meet me here?” Friedrich looked attentively, 
and recognising Wilhelm, cried “ In truth it would not have 
astonished me so much to have beheld the famous Pyramids, 
which still stand fast in Egypt, or the grave of Ring 
Mausolus, which, as I am told, docs not exist, here placed 
before me in my uncle’s garden, as to find you m it, my old 
fnend, and frequent benefactor Accept my best and heartiest 
serv ice • ” 

After he had kissed and complimented the vrhole circle, he 
again sprang towards Wilhelm, crying “Use him well, tins 
hero, this leader of armies, and dramatical philosopher* 
When we became acquainted first, I dressed his hair in- 
difibrcntly, I may say c-vccrablj , ^ct he afterwards saved me 
from a pretty' load of blows He is magnanimous as Scipio, 
munificent as Ale-icander , at times he is m love, jet he never 
hates his rivals Par from heaping coals of fire on the heads 
of his enemies, — a piece of service, I am told, which we can do 
for anv one, — ^lie rather, when his friends have earned off his 
lov e, despatches good and trustj serv ants after them, that they 
niav not strike their feet against a stone ” 

In tlic same sljlc, ho ran along with a volubihtj v.hich 
bafilcd all attempts to restrain it, and as no one could replj 
to him in that vein, he had the conversation mostlj to himself 
“Do not wonder” cried he, “that I am *o profoundlj versed 
in sacred and profane writers you shall hear bj and by how 1 
nltamcd mv learning- Ihev wished to know how matters 
stood with him, where he had been, but crowds of proverbs 
and old stones choked his explanation 
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Natalia whispered to Theiesa “ His gaiety afflicts me , I 
am sure at heart he is not merry ” 

As, except a few jokes which Jamo answeied, Friedrich's 
merriment was met by no response from those about him, he 
was obliged at last to say “ Well, there is nothing left for 
me, but among so many grave faces to be grave myself. And 
as in such a solemn scene, the burden of my sins falls heavy 
on my soul, I must honestly resolve upon a general confession , 
for which, however, you, my worthy gentlemen and ladies, 
shall not be a jot the wiser This honourable fiiend already 
knows a little of my walk and conversation , he alone shall 
know the rest , and this the rather, as he alone has any cause 
to ask about it Are not you,” continued he to Wilhelm, 
** curious about the how and where, the when and wherefore ? 
And how it stands with the conjugation of the Greek verb 
and the derivatives of that veiy amiable pait of 

speech ? ” 

He then took Wilhelm by the arm, and led him off, 
pressing him and skipping round him with the livehest air of 
kindness 

Scarcely had they entered Wilhelm’s room, when Fnednch 
noticed, in the wmdow, a powder-kmfe, with the inscription 
Thvtik of me “You keep your valuables well laid up ' ” said 
he “This IS the powder-knife Phihna gave you, when I pulled 
your locks for you I hope, m looking at it, you have dih- 
gently thought of that fair damsel I assure you, she has 
not forgotten you , if I had not long ago obliterated every 
trace of jealousy from my heart, I could not look on you 
without envy ” 

“Talk no more of that creature,” answered Wilhelm “I 


confess, it was a while before I could get rid of the impression, 
which hei looks and manner made on me , but that was all ” 
“Fy' fy'” cried Fnednch “would any one deny Ins 
deary ? You loved her as completdy as a man could wish 
No day passed without your giving her some present, and 
when a German gives, you may be sure he loves. No alter- 
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natl^c remained for me but whisking her away from you , and 
in this the httlc red officer at last succeeded ” 

“How* You were the officer whom we discovered with 
her, whom she travelled off with?” 

“Yes,” said Enednch, “whom you took for Mariana We 
had sport enough at the mistake ” 

“ What cruelty,” cned Wilhelm, to leave me in such 
suspense * ” 

“ And besides to take the courier, whom you sent to catch 
us, into pay ' ” said Fricdnch “ He is a very active fellow , 
we have kept him by us ever since And the girl herself I 
lov'c as desperately as ever She has managed me in some 
pecuhar style I am almost in a mythologic case , every day I 
tremble at the thought of being metamorphosed ” 

“But tell me, pray,” said W'llhelm, “ where have you ac- 
quired this stock of erudition ? It surprises me to hear the 
strange way you have assumed of speaking always with a refer- 
ence to ancient histones and fables ” 

“It was by a pleasant plon,” said Pnedneb, “that I got 
my learning Philina lives with me at present we have got a 
lease of an old knightly’ castle from the farmer in whose ground 
it IS and there we Iiv e, vntli the hobgoblins of the place, ns 
mcmly as possible In one of the rooms, we found a small 
but dioicc library, consisting of a folio Bible, Gott/haTs 
Chronicle, two volumes of the Thcatrum Europccum, an 
Acerra Philolog'ica, Grj/phius' Writings, and some other less 
important works As we now and then, when tired of romp- 
ing, felt the time hang heavy on our hands, we proposed to 
read some books , and before we were aware, the time hung 
heavier than ever At Inst, Philina hit upon the royal plan of 
lay iiig all the tomes, opened at once, upon a large table we 
sat down oppo*:itc to one another we read to one another, 
•vlwny; in detached pvv«!<iges, first from this hook, tlicn from 
that. Here was a proper pleasure* We felt now as if we 
vrere in good society, where it is reckoned unbecoming to 
dwell on any subject, or search it to the bottom, we tliought 
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oui selves in witty gay society, where none will let his neigh- 
bour speak We legularly treat ouiselves with this diversion 
every day , and the erudition we obtain from it is quite sur- 
prising Already there is nothing new for us under the sun , 
on everything we see or hear, our learning offers us a hint 
This method of instiuction iie diversify m many ways, fre- 
quently we read by an old spoiled sand-glass, which luns in 
a minute or two The moment it is down the silent party 
turns it round like lightning, and commences reading from his 
book , and no sooner is it down again, than the other cuts him 
short, and starts the former topic Thus we study in a truly 
academic manner only our hours aie shorter, and our studies 
are estiemely vaiied ” 

This noting is quite conceivable,” said Wilhelm, “ when 
a pair like you two are together but how a pair so full of 
frolic stay together, does not seem so easily conceivable ” 

*‘It IS our good fortune,” answeied PViednch, “and our 
bad Philina dare not let herself be seen, she cannot beat to 
see heiself, she is in the family way Nothing ever was so 
ludicrous and shapeless in the world A little while before I 
came away, she chanced to cast an eye upon the looking-glass 
in passing *Paugh ' ’ ciied she, and turned away her face 
* the hving picture of the Erau Melina ' Shocking figure ' 
One looks entirely deplorable ' ’ ” 

‘'I confess,” said Wilhelm with a smile, “it must be rather 
fflr raral to see a father and a mother such as you and she 
together ” 

“’Tis a foolish business,” answeied Pnedrich, "that I must, 
at last, be raised to the paternal dignity But she asserts, and 
the time agrees At first that cursed visit which she paid you 
aftei Hamlet gave me qualms ” 

“ What visit ? ” 

“ I suppose you have not quite slept off the memory of it 
yet ? The pretty, flesh-and-blood spirit of that night, if you 
do not know it, was Phihna The story was in truth a hard 
dower for me , but if we cannot be content with such things. 
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vrc should not be in lo\e Eatherliood at any rate depends 
entirely upon conviction I am convinced, and so I am a 
father Theio, jou see, I can employ my logic in the proper 
season too And if the brat do not laugb itself to death so 
soon as it is bom, it may prove, if not a useful, at least a 
pleasant citi/en of this world "" 

Whilst our friends were talking thus of mirthful subjects, 
the rest of the party had begun a serious conversation 
Scarcelj vere Pnedneh and IVilhelm gone, when the Abbe 
led his friends, os if by chance, into a garden-house , and 
ha\ing got tliem seated, thus addressed them 

“Wehaicin general terms asserted that Fraulein Theresa 
was not the daughter of her reputed mother it is fit that we 
should nou explain ourselves on this matter, in detail I shall 
relate the story to you, ivliidi I undertake to proic and to 
elucidate in ci cry point. 

“Frau von * * * spent the fiist years of her wedlock in the 
utmost concord with her husband , only they had this misfor- 
tune, that the children she brought him came into the world 
dead , and on occasion of the third, the mother was dcclaicd 
bj. the Phjsicians to be on the verge of death, and to bo sure 
of death if she should ever have another The parties were 
obliged to take their resolution they would not break the 
mamage , it was too suitable to both, in a civil point of view. 
Frau von • ♦ • sought in the culture of her mind, in a certain 
habit of di'splaj, in the jojs of vanitj, a compensation for the 
happiness of motherhood which was refused her She chccr- 
full;j indulged her husband, when she noticed in him an 
nttachrauit to a voung lady, who had sole charge of their 
domestic etononi's , a person of beautiful exterior, and verj 
solid charncitr Frau von • • herself, ere long, assisted in 
procuring an anangement by which the lady yielded to 
the wishts of 'Ihercsa's father, continuing to discharge 
lu-r household duties, nnd testily ing to the mistress of the 
family, if possible, a more subniiss.vc red to sene her than 
before 
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** After a while, she declared herself with child and both 
the father and his wife^ on this occasion, though from veiy 
different causes, feU upon the same idea Herr von * * * 
wished to have the offspring of his mistress educated in the 
house as his lawful child , and Prau von * * *, angry that the 
indiscretion of her Doctor had allowed some whisper of her 
condition to go abroad, proposed by a supposititious child to 
counteract this , and likewise to retain, by such compliance, 
the superiority in her household, which otherwise she was like 
to lose However, she was more backward than her husband 
she observed his purpose , and contrived, without any formal 
question, to facilitate his explanation She made her own 
terms, obtaining almost eveiything that she required, and 
hence the will, in which so little care was taken of the child 
The old Doctor was dead they applied to a young, active and 
discreet successor , he was well rewarded , he looked forward 
to the credit of exposing and remedying the unskilfulness and 
premature decision of his deceased colleague The true 
mother, not unwillingly, consented , they managed the decep- 
tion very well, Theresa came into the world, and was sur- 
rendered to a stepmother, while her mother fell a victim to 
the plot , having died by venturing out too early, and left the 
father inconsolable. 

“Eiau von ■*• * * had thus attained her object, in the eyes 
of the world she had a lovely child, which she paraded with 
excessive vanity , and she had also been dehvered from a rival, 
whose fortune she envied, and whose influence, at least in 
prospect, she beheld with appiehension The infant she loaded 
with her tenderness , and by affecting, in trustful hours, a lively 
feehng for her husband’s loss, she gained mastery of his heart , 
so that in a manner he surrendered all to hei , laid his own 
happiness and that of his child in her hands , nor was it till 
a short while prior to his death, and in some degree by the 
exertions of his grown-up daughter, that he again assumed the 
rule in his own house This, fair Theresa, was in all pro- 
bability the secret, which your father, in his last sickness, so 
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struggled to communicate , this is what I wish to lay circum- 
stantially before you, at a moment when our young friend, 
who by a strange concurrence has become your bridegroom, 
happens to be absent Here are the papers, which will prove 
in the most rigorous manner everything that I have stated 
You will also see from them how long I have been following 
the trace of this discoveiy, though till now I could never 
attain certainty respecting it I did not nsk imparting to 
my fnend the possibility of such a happiness , it would have 
wounded him too deeply, had this hope a second time deceiv'cd 
him You will understand poor Ey dia's suspicions I readily 
confess, I nowise favoured the attacdiment of our fnend to her, 
whenever I began to look for a connexion with Theresa ” 

To this recital no one replied The ladies, some days 
nftenvards, returned the papers, not making any further 
menbon of them 

Tliere were other matters in abundance to engage the parly 
when they were together, and the scenery around was so 
delightful, that our friends, singly or in company, on horse- 
back, in carnages, or on foot, delighted to explore it On 
one of these excursions, Jarno took an opportunity of opening 
the alTair to Wilhelm he delivered him the papers , not liow- 
evv- «!i.eming to require from him any resolution in regard to 
llicin 

“ In the singular position I am placed in,” said our fnend, 
* ^I need only repeat to you what I said at first, in presence of 
Natalia, and with the clear intention to fulfil it Eothano 
and Ills fnends may require of me every sort of self-denial I 
here abandon in Uicir favour all pretensions to Theresa , do 
vou procure me, in return, a formal discharge Tliere requires 
no great reflection to decide Tor some days, I have noticed 
that 1 heresa has to make nn cflbrt in retaining any show of 
the vivrulv with which she welcomed me at first. Her aflec- 
tion IS gone from me, or rather I have never had it." 

Such affairs are more conv cnicntly explained," said Jamo, 

by a gradti"! process, m silence and expectation, than hy 
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many words, which always cause a sort of feimentation and 
embariassment ^ 

‘^I rather think,” said Wilhelm, “that precisely this affair 
admits of the most clear and calm decision on the spot I 
have often been reproached with hesitation and uncertainty 
why will you now, when I do not hesitate, commit against 
myself the fault you have often blamed m me ? Do our neigh- 
bours take such trouble with our training, only to let us feel 
that they themselves are untrained ? Yes, grant me soon the 
cheerful thought that I am out of a mistaken project, into 
whidi I entered with the purest feelings m the world ” 

Notwithstanding this request, some days elapsed without his 
hearing any more of the affair, or observing any further altera- 
tion in his fnends The convex sation, on the contrary, was 
general and of indifferent matters 


CHAPTER VII 

Jabi^o and Wilhelm weie sitting one day by Nataha “ You 
aie thoughtful, Jarno,” said the lady , “ I have seen it in your 
looks for some time ” 

“I am so,” answered Jarno “a weighty business is befoie 
me, which we have for years been meditating, and must now 
begin to execute You already know the outline of it I may 
speak of it before our friend , for it will depend on himseli^ 
whether he too shall not shaie in it You are going to get rid 
of me, before long I mean to take a voyage to America ” 

“To America?” said Wilhelm, smihng “Such an adven- 
tuie I did not anticipate &om you , still less that you would 
have selected me foi a companion ” 

“ When you rightly understand oui plan,” said Jamo, “ you 
wiU give it a more honouiable name , and peihaps yourself be 
tempted to embark in it Disten to me It requires but a 
slight acquaintance with the business of the world to see that 
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mighty changes are at hand, that property is almost nowhere 
quite secure ” 

“ Of the business of the world I have no clear notion,” inter- 
rupted Wilhelm , “ and it is but of late that I e\ cr thought 
about my property Perhaps I had done well to dn\e it out 
of my head still longer , the care of securing it, appears to give 
us hypochondria ” 

“Hear me out,” said Jamo “Care beseems ripe age, that 
youth may hve for a time free from care in the conduct of 
poor mortals, equilibrium cannot be restored except by con- 
traries As matters go, it is anything but prudent to have 
property in only one place, to commit your money to a single 
spot , and it is difficult again to guide it well in many We 
haic therefore thought of something else From our old tower 
there is a society to issue, which must spread itself through 
ciciy quarter of the world, and to which members from eiery 
quarter of the world shall he admissible We shall ensure a 
competent subsistence to each other, in the single case of a 
revolution happening, winch might drive any part of us entirely 
from their possessions I am now proceeding to America, to 
profit by the good connc\ions which our friend established 
while he stay cd thcic The Abbe means to go to Russia if 
you like to join us, you shall have the choice of continuing in 
Germany to liclp jLothano, or of accompanying me I con- 
icclure you will choose the latter to take a distant journey is 
extremely scrv iccablc to a y oung man ” 

Wilhelm thought a moment, and replied The offer well 
deserves consideration, for ere long the word with me must 
bo. The farther off the better You w ill let me know y our 
plan, I hope, more perfectly It is perhaps my ignorance of 
life Uial makes me think so , but such a combination seems to 
me to be attended with insuperable difficulties ’ 

“The mo=:t of which, till now, have been avoided,” answered 
•Tnrtio, “by the circumstance, that we have been but few m 
number, honourable, discreet, determmcsl penph, animated by 
n certain general fttlmg, out of which iilonc the fecliu" proper 
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for societies can spring.” — “ And if you speak me fair,” said 
Friedrichj who hitherto had only listened, I too will go along 
with you ” Jarno shook his head 

“Well, what objections can you make?” cried Enednch 
“ In a new colony, young colonists will be required , these I 
bring with me merry colonists will also be required , of these 
I make you certain Besides, I recollect a certain damsel, who 
IS out of place on this side of the water, the fair, soft-hearted 
Eydia What is the poor thing to do with her sorrow and 
mourning, unless she get an opportunity to throw it to the 
bottom of the sea, unless some brave fellow take her by the 
hand P You, my benefactor,” said he, turning towards Wil- 
helm, “you have a taste for comfortmg forsaken persons what 
withholds you now P Each of us might take his girl under his 
arm, and trudge with Jarno ” 

This proposal struck Wilhelm offensively He answered 
with affected calmness “I know not whether she is unen- 
gaged , and as in general I seem to be unfortunate in couitship, 
I shall hardly thmk of making the attempt ” 

“ Brother Enednch,” said Natalia, “ though thy own con- 
duct IS so full of levity, it does not follow that such sentiments 
will answer others Our friend deserves a heart that shall 
belong to him alone, that shall not at his side be moved by 
foreign recollections It was only with a character as pure 
and reasonable as Theresa's, that such a venture could be 
nsked ” 

“ Risk • ” cried Friedrich “ In love it is all risk In the 
grove or at the altar, with a clasp of the arms or a golden 
ring, by the chirping of the cncket or the sound of trumpets 
and kettledrums, it is all but a nsk , chance does it all ” 

“I have often noticed,” said Nataba, ‘'that our principles 
are just a supplement to our peculiar manner of existence 
We delight to clothe our errors in the garb of universal laws ; 
to attribute them to irresistibly-appointed causes Do but 
thmk, by what a path thy dear will lead thee, now that she 
has drawn thee towards her, and holds thee fast there ” 
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“She herself is on a very pictty path,” said Friedrich, “on 
the path to saintship A by-path, it is true, and somewhat 
roundabout, but the pleasanter and suier for that IMaria of 
Magdala trai elled it, and who can say bow many more ? But 
on the whole, sister, when the point in hand is love, thou 
shouldst not mingle in it In my opinion, thou wilt nc\er 
marry, till a bride is lacking somewhere, in that case, thou 
wilt gi'c thyself, with thy habitual chanty, to be the supple- 
ment of some peculiar manner of cMstcncc , not othcrwuse 
So let us stnkc a bargain with this soul-broker, and agree 
about our travelling company ” 

“You come too late with your proposals,” answered Jamo, 
“Eydia is disposed of” 

“And how ?” cried Fncdrich 

myself lla^c onbred her my hand,” said ,Tamo 
“ Old gentleman,” said Fnednch, “ you hai e done n feat 
to which, if we regard it ns a substanti\c, ^anous adjecti\cs 
might be appended, lanous predicates, if wo legnrd it as a 
subicct ” 

“I must honestly confess,” replied Natalia, “it appears a 
dangerous CNpcrimcnt to make a helpmate of a woman, at the 
scry moment when her loic for another man is like to drisc 
her to despair” 

“I has e 1 entured,” answered Jnrno, “ under a certain stipu- 
lation, she IS to bo mine And, belies e me, there is nothing 
m the world more precious than a heart susceptible of lose 
and passion 'Whelher it has lo\ed, whether it still loses, are 
points which I regard not Tlie lose of ssluch another is the 
ob]tct. charms me almost more than that which is directed to 
ms -elf I see the strength the force of a tender soul, and my 
sclf-Iosc does not trouble the delightful sision ” 

“Ilasc you talked with Eydia, then, of laic?’ inquired 
Natalia 

Jariio smiled and nodded Natalia *ihook her head nml said 
as he ro'i “ I really knosv not w hat to make of y on , but me 
f sou shall not mystify, 1 promise you ” 

. SOI_ II 


K 
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She was about retiring, when the Abbe entered with a letter 
in his hand “ Stay, if you please,'” said he to her “ I have a 
proposal here, respecting which your counsel will be welcome 
The Marchese, your late uncle's friend, whom for some time 
we have been expecting, will be here in a day or two. He 
writes to me, that German is not so familiar to him as he had 
supposed , that he needs a person who possesses this and other 
languages to travel With him, that as he wishes to connect 
himself with scientific rather than political society, he cannot 
do without some such interpreter I can think of no one better 
suited for the post than our young friend here He knows the 
language, is acquainted with many thmgs beside, and for 
himself, it cannot but be advantageous to travel over Germany 
m such society and such circumstances Till we have seen 
our native country, we have no scale to judge of other 
countries by What say you, my friend? What say you, 
Natalia ? ” 

Nobody objected to the scheme Jarno seemed to think his 
Transatlantic project would not be a hindrance, as he did not 
mean to sail directly Natalia did not speak , and Fiiediich 
uttered various saws about the uses of travel 

This new project so provoked our friend, that he could 
hardly conceal his irritation He saw, in this proposal, a 
concerted plan for gettmg nd of him as soon as possible , 
and what was worse, they went so openly to work, and seemed 
so utterly regardless of his feelings The suspicions Eydia 
had excited in him, all that he himself had witnessed, rose 
again upon his mind , the simple manner in which everythmg 
had been explained by Jarno, now appeared to him another 
piece of artifice 

He constrained himself, and answered “ At all events, the 
offer will require mature dehberation ” 

‘*A quick decision may perhaps be necessary,” said the 
Abbd 

** For that I am not prepared,” answered Wilhelm “ We 
c:an wait till the Marchese comes, and then observe if we agree 
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together One condition must, liowe\cr, be conceded first of 
all thit I take Febx -with me " 

“This IS a condition,” said the Abh4 ‘‘which will scarcely 
he conceded ” 

“And I do not sec,” cried Wilhdm, “why I should let 
nnj man prescribe conditions to me; or nhy, if I choose 
to new my natiie country, I must go in company with an 
Italian ” 

‘‘Because a young man,” said the Abbe, mth a certain 
imposing earnestness, “is always called upon to form con- 
nexions ” 

Wilhelm, feeling that he could not long retain his self- 
command, as it was Natalia’s presence only which in some 
degree assuaged his indignation, hastily made answer “6ivc 
me a little while to think. I imagine it will not be %ery hard 
to settle whether I am called upon to form additional con- 
nexions, or ordered irresistibly, by heart and head, to free 
myself from such a multiplicity of bonds, which seem to 
threaten me with a perpetual, miserable thraldom ” 

Tlius he spoke, with a deeply -agitated mind A glance at 
Natalia somewhat calmed him her form and dignity, in this 
impassioned moment, stamped themsehes more deeply on his 
mind th in c\cr 

“Yes,” said so soon as he was by' himself, “confess it, 
thou lovest her, thou once more fcelest what it means to lo\c 
with Uiy whole soul Thus did I lo>e hlanann, and deceive 
myself so dreadfully , I lo^cd Philinn, and could not help 
dcip’snig her Aurelia I respected, and could not loae 
Ihensa 1 rcicrenccd, and pitcmal tenderness assumed the 
form of on allcclion for her And now when all the feelings 
that can make a mortal happy meet within my heart, now 
am I eonipcllcd to fay ’ Ah • why should tlicse feelings and 
comictions be comb.ncd with an insuperable longing*’ 
writhonl the liope of its fuininicnt, should they utterly sulnert 
nil other hn]ijnne-=s‘ Shall the sun and the world, society 
or cay other pfl of fortune, ever hcneeforlh yield me jilcasurc? 
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Shalt thou not for ever say Natalia is not here ' And yet, 
alas, Natalia will be always piesent to thee • If thou closest 
thy eyes, she ivill appear to thee , if thou openest them, hei 
form will flit before all outward things, like the image which 
a dazzling object leaves behmd it in the eye Did not the 
swiftly-passing figuie of the Amazon dwell contmually in thy 
imagination ? And yet thou hadst but seen her, thou didst 
not know her Now, when thou knowest her, when thou hast 
been so long beside her, when she has shown such care about 
thee, now are hei qualities impiessed as deeply upon thy 
soul, as hei form was then upon thy fancy It is painfiil 
to be always seeking, but fai more painful to have found, 
and to be forced to leave What now shall I ask for farther 
in the woild ^ What now shall I look for faither ? Is there 
a country, a city that contains a treasure such as this ? And 
I must travel on, and ever find inferiority ? Is life, then, like 
a race-course, wheie a man must lapidly return, when he has 
reached the utmost end ^ Does the good, the excellent stand 
before us like a firm unmoving goal, from which with fleet 
horses we are forced away, the instant we appeared to have 
attained it ? Happier are they who strive for earthly wares ' 
They find what they are seeking in its proper climate, or they 
buy it m the fan 

" Come, my own boy • ” ciied he to Felix, who now ran 
frisking towards him - “ be thou, and remain thou, all to me • 
Thou werb given me as a compensation for thy loved mother , 
thou wert to replace the second mother whom I meant for 
thee, and now thou hast a loss still greater to make good 
Occupy my heait, occupy ray spirit with thy beauty, thy 
loveliness, thy capabilities, and thy desire to use them ' ” 

The boy was busied with a new plaything , his fathei tried 
to put it in a better state for him , just as he succeeded, 
Felix had lost all pleasure in it "Thou art a tiue son of 
Adam • ” cried Wilhelm ** Come, my child • Come, my 
brother ' let us wander, playing without object, through the 
world, as we best may.” 
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Ills resolution to remove, to take the boy along ^vitli him, 
and recreate his mind bj looking at the ivorld, had noiv 
assumed a <tcttled form He urote to Werner for the neces- 
sary cash and letters of credit, sending Pricdticdi's councr on 
the message, with the strictest charges to return immediately 
Much as the conduct of his other friends had gne\ed him, his 
relation to Natalia remained serene and clear as c\ cr 

He confided to her his intention she took it as a settled 
thing that he would go, and if this seeming carelessness in 
her chagrined him, her kindly manner and her presence made 
him calm She counselled him to Msit various towns, that 
he might get acquainted with certain of her friends The 
courier returned, and brought the letter which our friend 
required, though Werner did not seem content with this new 
whim “My hope that thou wert growing reasonable,’’ so the 
letter ran, “ is now again deferred lAHiere are you all gad- 
ding? And where lingers the lady, who, thou saidst, was 
to assist us in arranging these affairs Thy other friends also 
are absent they have thrown the whole concern upon the 
shoulders of the Lawyci and myself Happy that he is as 
expert a jurist, as I nm a financier, and that both of us arc 
used to business Pare thee well* Thy aberrations shall be 
pardoned thee, since but for them, our situation here could 
not ha\ c been so fav ourablc ” 

So far as outward matters were concerned, Wilhelm might 
now have entered on his journey , but there were still, for his 
heart, two hindrances that held him fast In tbe first place, 
they flatlv refused to show him Mignon’s body, till the funeral 
Ibc AbliL incanl to celebrate, and for tins solemnity, the 
preparations were not ready TJicre had also been a curious 
letter from the country Clergyman, in consequence of which 
the bad gone oil It related to the Harjier, of whose 

fate A\ilhclm wanted to have farther information 

In thc'e circimistanees, day or night ho found no rest for 
rn’iid or lindv At hen all were asleep, he wandered up and 
down the hoii'.t Hie prc'^rnce of llie picture^ and statues. 
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which he knew so well of old, alternately attracted and 
repelled him Nothing that surrounded him could he lay 
hold of or let go , all things leminded him of all ; the whole 
ring of his existence lay before him , but it was broken into 
fiagments, and seemed as if it would never unite again. These 
works of art, which his father had sold, appeared to him an 
omen that he himself was destined never to obtain a lasting 
calm possession of anything desirable in hfe, or always to be 
robbed of it so soon as gained, by his own or other people’s 
blame He waded so deep in these strange and dreary medi- 
tations, that often he almost thought himself a disembodied 
spirit, and even when he f(dt and handled things without 
him, he could scarcely keep himself from doubting whetlier he 
was really there and ahve 

Nothing but the piercing grief, which often seized him, but 
the tears he shed at being farced, by causes involous as they 
were irresistible, to leave the good which he bad found, and 
foimd after having lost it, — ^restored him to the feeling of his 
earthly hfe It was in vain to call before his mind his happy 
state in other respects “ All is nothing, then,” exclaimed he, 
" if the one blessing, which appears to us worth all the rest, is 
wantmg * ” 

The Abhd told the company that the Marchese was arrived 
"You have determined, it appears,” said he to Wilhelm, "to 
set out upon your travels with your boy alone Get acquainted 
with this nobleman, however , he will be useful to you, if you 
meet him by the way ” The Marchese entered he was a 
person not yet very far advanced in years , a fine, handsome, 
pleasing Lombard figure In his youth, while in the army 
and afterwards in public business, he had known Lothano’s 
uncle, they had subsequently travelled through the greater 
part of Italy together , and many of the works of art, which 
the Marchese now again fell in with, had been purtbased in his 
presence, and under various happy circumstances, which he still 
distinctly recollected 

The Italians have in general a deeper feeling for the 
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high dignity of art than any other nation In Italy, whoever 
follows the employment, tries to pass at once for artist, master 
and professor by which pretensions, he acknowledges at least 
that it IS not sufficient merely to lay hold of some transmitted 
c'lcellcncy, or to acquire by practice some dexterity , but that 
a man who aims at art, should have the power to think of 
^hat he docs, to lay down principles, and make apparent to 
himself and others how and wherefore he proceeds in this way 
or in that 

The stranger was affected at u^ain beholding these produc- 
tions, when the owner of them was no more, and cheered to 
see the spirit of his friend surviving in the gifted persons left 
behind him They discussed a senes of works, they found 
a lively satisfaction in the harmony of their ideas The 
iMarchcsc and the Abbd were the speakers , Natalia felt herself 
again transported to the presence of her uncle, and could enter 
without difficulty into their opinions and criticisms , Wilhelm 
could not understand them, except ns he translated their 
tcchnologj into dramatic language Fnedneh’s facetious vein 
was sometimes rather difficult to keep in check Jamo was 
seldom there 

It being observed tlmt excellent works of art were very rare 
in latter times, it was remarked hj the IMarchese “ We fjin 
hardly think or estimate how many circumstances must com- 
bine in favour of the artist with the greatest genius, with the 
most decisive talent, the demands which he must make upon 
himself arc infinite, the diligence required in cultivating his 
endowments is unspeakable. Now, if circumstances are not in 
ln«! favour, if he observed that the world is very easy to be 
«:ati«;ficd, requiring hut a slight, pleasing, transitor> show , it 
were matter of surprise, if indolence and selfishness did not 
keep him fixed at raediocntv , it v ere strange if he did not 
rather think of bartering modish wares for gold and praises, 
than of entering on the proper path, which could not fail in 
some tlcgrw to le-d him to a -»ort of painful marl^-rdom 
Aceordinqlv, the artists of our time are nbvayv offering and 
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never giving They always aim at charming, and they never 
satisfy everything is meiely indicated , you can non here 
find foundation or completion Those for whom they labour, 
it IS true, aie little better If you wait a while in any gallery 
of pictures, and observe what works attract the many, what 
aie praised and what neglected, you have little pleasure in the 
present, little hope in the future ” 

Yes,” leplied the Abbe, “and thus it is that aitistsand 
tlieir 3udges mutually form each other The latter ask for 
nothing but a general vague enjoyment, a work of art is to 
delight them almost as a woik of natuie , they imagine that 
the organs for enjoying woiks of art may be cultivated alto- 
gether of themselves, like the tongue and the palate , they try 
a picture or a poem €is they do an article of food They do 
not understand how very different a species of culture it 
requires to laise one to the true enjoyment of art. The 
hardest part of it, in my opinion, is that sort of separation, 
which a man that aims at perfect culture must accomplish in 
himself It IS on this account that we observe so many people 
paitially cultivated , and yet eveiy one of them attempting to 
pronounce upon the general whole ” 

“ Your last remark is not quite clear to me,” said Jamo, 
who came in just then 

“It would be difiicult,” replied the Abbd, “to evplain it 
fully without a long detail Thus much I may say When 
any man pretends to mix in manifold activity or manifold 
enjoyment, he must also be enabled as it were to make his 
organs manifold and independent of each other. Whoever 
aims at doing or enjoymg all and everything with bis entire 
nature , whoever tiies to link together all that is without him 
by such a species of enjoymeni^ will only lose his time in 
efforts that can never be successful How difiicult, though it 
seems so easy, is it to contemplate a noble disposition, a fine 
picture simply m and for itself, to watch the music for the 
music’s sake, to admire the actor in the actor, to take 
pleasure in a building foi its own pecubar harmony and dura- 
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bilit^ • Most men are ifont to treat a ■work of art, tliougli 
fi-ved and done, ns if it were a piece of soft claj The hard 
and polished marble is again to mould itself, the firm-walled 
cdifiec IS to contract or to expand itself, according as their 
inclinations, sentiments and whims may dictate, the pictuic 
IS to be instructiic, the play to make us better, everything 
IS to do all Tlie reason is, that most men arc themselics 
unformed, they cannot give themselves and their being any 
certain shape and thus they strive to take from other things 
their proper shape, that all they have to do with may be loose 
and waiering like thcmsclics Everything is, in the long-run, 
reduced by them to what they call cficct , everything is relative, 
say they, and so indeed it is, everything with them grows 
relative, except absurdity and platitude, which truly are 
absolute enough ■" 

“I understand you,” answered Jamo , “or ratlier I perceive 
how what you have been saying follows from the principles 
you hold so fast by Yet vuth men, poor dev^ls, we should 
not go to quest so strictly I know enow of them in truth, 
who, beside the greatest works of art and nature, forthwith 
recollect their own most paltiy insufficiency , who take their 
conscience and their morals with them to the opera, who 
bctliink them of their loves and hatreds in contemplating a 
colonnade. The best and greatest that can be presented to 
them from without, they must first, ns far as possible, diminish 
in Uieir way of representing it, that they may in any measure 
be enabled to combine it with their own sorry nature 


CHAPTER VIII 

Till Abh called them, in the cvciiing, to attend the 
ob-cquiC6 of Mignon The company proceeded to the Hall of 
the Past , Ihev found it magnificently omamented and lilumi- 
n"t*.d The wall* were hung with nrurc tapestry almost from 
ciihiig to floor, so that noUiing but the fne,cs and socles. 
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above and below, were visible On the four canddabra m the 
corners, large wax-lights were burning , smaller lights were in 
the four smallei candelabra placed by the sarcophagus in the 
middle Near this stood four Boys, dressed in azure with 
silver, they had broad fans of ostrich feathers, which they 
waved above a figure that was resting upon the sarcophagus 
The company sat dovui two invisible Choruses b^an in a soft 
musical recitative to ask ** Whom bring ye us to the still 
dwelling?” The four Boys rephed with lovely voices “’Tis 
a tired playmate whom we bring you , let her rest in your still 
dwelling, till the songs of her heavenly sisters once more 
awaken her.” 


CHoans 

Firstling of youth m our circle, we welcome thee ' With 
sadness welcome thee > May no boy, no maiden follow * Eet 
age only, willing and composed, approach the sdent Hall, and 
in the solemn company, repose this one dear child * 

aovs 

Ah, reluctantly we brought her hither ' Ah, and she is to 
remain here * Let us too remain ; let us weep, let us weep 
upon her bier ' 

CHOBUS 

Yet look at the strong wings , look at the light clear robe > 
How glitters the golden band upon her head ! Eook at the 
beautiful, the noble repose > 


BOVS 

Ah • the wings do not raise her, in the frolic game, her 
robe flutters to and fro no more, when we bound her head 
with roses, her looks on us were kind and friendly 

CHonns 

Cast forward the eye of the spirit ' Awake in your souls 
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the imaginative power, whicli carries forth, what is fairest, 
what is highest, Life, away beyond the stars 

BOIS 

Rut ah * we find her not here , in the garden she wanders 
not, the flowers of the meadow she plucks no longer Let us 
w cep, we are leaving her here < Let us weep and remain with 
her > 

ciionus 

Children, turn hack into life • Your tears let the fresh air 
dry, which plays upon the rushing water Ely from Night • 
Lay and Pleasure and Continuance are the lot of the living 

BOVS 

Up* Turn hack into hfe* Let the day give us labour 
and pleasure, till the evening hnngs us rest, and the nightly 
sleep refreshes us 

cnoBUs 

Children 1 Hasten into life ’ In the pure garments of 
bcaulj, may Love meet you with heavenly looks and with the 
wreath of immortality ' 

The Bojs had retired, the AbbiC rose from his seat, and 
went behind the bier " It is the appointment,” said he, “ of 
the IVfan who prepared this silent abode, tliat each new tenant 
of it shall be introduced with a solemnity AJter him, the 
builder of this mansion, the founder of this establishment, we 
have next brought a joung stranger hither and thus alresdj 
docs this little space contain two nltogcllicr diflcrcnt victims 
of tlie rigorous, arhitraiy , and inexomhlo Death-goddess By 
appointed laws we enter into life, the davs are numhered 
vrliich make us ripe to sec the light, but for the duration of 
our life there is no law Tlic weakest tlirend will sp,n itself 
to uncTpeclctl UngUi. and the strongest is cut suddenly 
asunder by the <ciscors of the Pates, delighting, ns it seems, in 
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contiadictions Of the child, whom we have heie committed 
to her final rest, we can say but little It is still uncertain 
whence she came , hei parents we know not , the yeais of her 
life we can only conjecture Her deep and closely-shrouded 
soul allowed us scarce to guess at its inteiior movements 
tlieie was nothing clear in her, nothing open but her affection 
foi the man, who had snatched her from the hands of a 
barbaiian. This impassioned tenderness, this vivid gratitude, 
appeared to be the flame which consumed the oil of hei life 
the skill of the physician could not save that fair life, the most 
anxious friendship could not lengthen it But if art could 
not stay tlie departing spirit, it has done its utmost to preserve 
the body, and withdraw it from decay A balsamic substance 
has been foiced through all the veins, and now tinges, in place 
of blood, these cheeks too early faded Come near, my friends, 
and view this wonder of art and care • ” 

He raised the veil the child was lying in her angel’s-dress, 
as if asleep, m the most soft and graceful posture They 
approached, and admired this show of bfe Wilhelm alone 
continued sitting in his place he was not able to compose 
himself what he felt, he durst not think , and every thought 
seemed ready to destroy his feeling ' 

Por the sake of the Marchese, the speech had been pro- 
nounced in French That nobleman came forward with the 
rest, and viewed the figure with attention The Abbd thus 
proceeded “ W^ith a holy confidence, this kind heart, shut 
up to men, was continually turned to its God Humihty, 
nay, an inclination to abase heiself externally, seemed natural 
to her She clave with zeal to the Catholic religion, in which 
she had been bom and educated Often she expressed a still 
wash to sleep on consecrated ground and according to the 
usage of the chuich, we have therefore consecrated this 
marble cofHn, and the little earth which is hidden in the 
cushion that supports her head With what ardour did she 
in her last moments kiss the image of the Ciucified, which 
stood beautifully figured on her tender arm, ivith many 
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hundred points'” So sn3^ng, he stripped up her right 
sleeve, and a crucifix, with marks and letters round 
showed itself in blue upon the white skin 

The IMai chose looked at this with eagerness, stooping down 
to -view it more intensely “O God'” cried he, as he stood 
uprighl^ and raised his hands to Heaven “Poor child' 
Unhappy niece ' Do I meet thee here ' "Wliat a painful 
J03 to find thee, whom we had long lost hope of, to And 
this dear frame, which we had long belicrcd the prey of 
fishes in the ocean, here preserved, though lifeless' I assist 
at thy funeral, splendid in its external circumstances, still 
more splendid from the noble persons w ho attend thee to thy 
place of rest And to these,” added he with a faltering 
voice, “so soon as I can speak, I will express my thanks ” 

Tears hindered him from sajing more B3 the pressure of 
a spimg, the Abb^ sank the body into tlie cavity of the 
marble Four Youths, dressed as tlie B03S had been, came 
out from behind the tapcstiy, and lifting the hcavj, beauti- 
fully ornamented lid upon the coffin, thus began their song 

THE VOtJTHS 

Well is the treasure now laid up, the fair image of the 
Post ' Here sleeps it in the marble, undecaying , in your 
hearts too it live*!, it works Travel, travel, back into life' 
Take along with j ou this holy Earnestness , — for Earnestness 
alone makes life eternity 

Tlie invisible Chorus joined in with the last words but no 
one heard the strengthening sentiment, all were too much 
biiMcd v«ith thcm«vlvc« and the emotions which tlicsc wonder- 
ful di^vlo-urc-, had excited 1 he Abbv and Nataha conducted 
the ^Inrchce oat, Tlicre-a and Eothnrio walked by %Vilhclm 
It vra>; not till the mn<ic had allogtlhcr died away, that their 
sorrow', thoughts meditations curiosity again fell on them 
v"illi all their forct, and mrdc them long to he transported 
back into that exalting scene. 
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CHAPTER. IX 

Thb IVIarchese avoided speaking of the matter , hut had 
long secret conveisations with the Abbd When the Company 
was met, he often asked for music, a request to which they 
willingly assented, as each was glad to be dehvered from the 
charge of talking Thus they lived for some time, till it was 
observed that he was making preparations for departure One 
day he said to Wilhelm “ I wish not to disturb the remains 
of this beloved child , let her rest in the place where she loved 
and suffered but her friends must promise to visit me in her 
native country, in the scene where she was born and bied, 
they must see the pillars and statues, of which a dim idea 
remained with her I will lead you to the bays, where she 
liked so well to roam and gather pebbles You, at least, 
young fnend, shall not escape the gratitude of a family that 
stands so deeply indebted to you Tomorrow I set out on 
my journey. The Abb^ is acquainted with the whole history 
of this matter he will tell it you again He could pardon 
me when grief interrupted my recital , as a third party he 
will be enabled to narrate the incidents with more connexion 
If, as the Abbd had proposed, you like to follow me in 
travelling over Germany, you shall be heartily welcome 
Leave not your boy behind at every httle inconvenience 
which he causes us, we will again remember your attentive 
caie of my poor niece ” 

The same evenmg, our party was suipnsed by the arrival 
of the Countess W^ilhelm trembled in every joint as she 
entered she herself, though forewarned, kept dose by her 
sister, who speedily reached her a chair How singularly 
simple was her attire, how altered was her form ' Wilhelm 
scarcely dared to look at her she saluted him with a kindly 
air, a few general words addressed to him did not conceal 
her sentiments and feelings. The Marchese had letired be- 
times, and as the company were not disposed to part so 



CHAP IV] MEISTER’S APPRENTICESHIP 169 

early, the AbhtC now produced a manuscript rnie singular 
narratne which was intrusted to me,” said he, "I forthwith 
put on paper The case where pen and ink should least of 
all be spared, is in recording the parbcular circumstances of 
remarkable e^cnts” They informed the Countess of the 
matter, and the Abbd read as follows, in the name of the 
March cse 

“Many men as I have seen, I still regard my father as a 
lery extraordinary person His character was noble and 
upright, his ideas were enlarged, I may even say great, to 
himself he was severe , in all his plans there was a ngid order, 
in all hib operations an unbroken pcrsc\erance In one sense, 
therefore, it was cas> to transact and live with him jet 
owing to the very qualities which made it so, he never could 
accommodate himself to life , for he required from the state, 
from his neighbours, from his children and his servants, ti,„ 
observance of all the laws which he had laid upon himself 
Ills most moderate demands became exorbitant b> his rigour 
and he never could attam to cnjo 3 mcnt, for nothing ever was 
completed as ho had forecast it. At the moment when he 
was erecting a palace, laying out a garden, or acquiring a 
large estate in the highest cultivation, I have seen him 
inwardly convinced, wiUi the sternest ire, that Pate had 
doomed him to do nothing but abstain and suffer In liis 
cxtcnor, he maintained the greatest dignitj , if he jested, it 
was hut displacing the prcponderancy of his understanding 
Censure was intolerable to him, tlie onlj time I ever saw him 
quite lraii>:portcd with rage, was once when he heard that one 
of Ills cslabh'hmcnts was spokem of ns somctliing ludicrous 
In the same spirit, he had settled the disposal of his children 
and his fortune IMj eldest brother was educated as a person 
that had laigc estates to look for I was to embrace the 
clerical profession, the voungestwas to be a soldier I was 
of a hvclv temper, ficrv, active, quick, apt for corporeal 
exercise^, the vounpest rather seemed inclined to an cnthusi* 
c-stic quiclibm , devoted to Uic sciences, to music and poetry. 
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It was not till after the hardest struggle, the maturest 
conviction of the impossibility of his project, that our father, 
still reluctantly, agreed to let us change vocations, and 
although he saw us both contented, he could never suit 
himself to this arrangement, but declared that nothing good 
would come of it The older he grew, the more isolated did 
he feel himself from all society At last he came to live 
almost entirely alone One old friend, who had served in 
the G-erman aimies, who had lost his wife in the campaign, 
and brought a daughter of about ten years of age along with 
him, remained his only visitor This person bought a fine 
little propel ty beside us he used to come and see my father 
on stated days of the week, and at stated hours, his little 
daughter often came along with him He was never heaid 
to contradict my father, who at length grew peifectly 
habituated to him, and endured him as the only tolerable 
company he had After our father’s death, we easily observed 
that this old gentleman had not been visiting for naught, tliat 
his compliances had been rewarded by an ample settlement 
He enlarged his estates, his daughter might expect a hand- 
some portion The giil grew up, and was extremely beauti- 
ful my elder brothei often joked with me about her, saying 
I should go and court her 

“Meanwhile brother Augustin, in the seclusion of his 
cloister, had been spending his years in the strangest state 
of mind He abandoned himself wholly to the feeling of a 
holy enthusiasm, to those half-spiritual, half-physical emo- 
tions, which, as they for a time exalted him to the third 
heaven, ere long sank him down to an abyss of powerlessness 
and vacant misery While my father lived, no change could 
be contemplated what indeed could we have asked for or 
proposed After the old man’s death, our brother visited us 
frequently his situation, which at first afilioted us, in time 
became much more tolerable for his reason had at lengtii 
prevailed But the more confidently reason promised him 
complete recovery and contentment on the pure part of 



CHAP 1x3 MEISTER’S APPRENTICESHIP 161 

nature, tlic more \cliemontly did he require of us to free him 
from Ins ^ows His thoughts, he let us know, were turned 
upon Sperato, our fair neighbour 

“ My elder brother had cspencnced too much suffering from 
the harshness of our father, to look on the condition of the 
youngest nithout sympathy We spoke with the family con- 
fessor, a uorthy old man, we signified to him the double 
piiiposc of oiir brotlicr, and requested him to introduce and 
expedite the business Contrary to custom, he delayed and 
at last, when Augustin pressed us, and we recommended the 
aflair more keenly to the clergy man, he had nothing left but 
to impart the strange secret to us 

Sjieratn was our sister, and that by both her parents Our 
mother had declared herself with child at a time when both 
she and our father were adianccd in years, a similar occur- 
rence had shortly before been made the subject of some 
merriment in our neighbourhood, and our father, to asoid 
such ridicule, determined to conceal this late lawful fruit of 
lose as carefully as people use to conceal its earlier accidental 
fruits. Our mother was delis ered secretly, the child was 
earned to the country, and the old fnend of the family, who, 
with the confessor, had alone been trusted with the secret, 
cosily engaged to gi>e her out for his daughter The con- 
fo'.'-or had resened the right of ibsclosing the secret in case of 
cxlremity Tlie supposed father was now dead , Sperata was 
liMiigwith an old Indy , we were aware that a lose of song 
and music had already' led our brother to her , and on his 
again requiring us to undo his former bond, tlint he might 
engage himself by anew one, it was necessary that we should, 
ns soon as possible, apprise him of the danger be stood in 
“He Mowed us with a wild conlcniptuous look ‘Spare 
your idle tales,'" cned he ‘for childreii and credulous fools, 
from me from my heart, they shall not tear Sperata , she is 
miiH necall, I pray you jnst-mlly your frightful spectre, 
which would but hirivs nit. m %ain Spemtn is not my «i>-tcr, 
1 - nn Wife''' He dc-irib d to us, in rapturous terms, how 

S 01_ II , 
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this heavenly giil had drawn 'him out of his unnatural state of 
separation from his fellow-cieatures into true life, how their 
spirits accorded like their voices , how he blessed his sufferings 
and errors, smce they had kept clear of women, till the moment 
when he wholly and foiever gave himself to this most amiable 
being We were shocked at the discoveiy, we deploied liis 
situation, but we knew not how to help ourselves, for he 
declared ivith violence, that Sperata had a child by him within 
her bosom Oui confessor did whatever duty could suggest to 
him, but by this means he only made the evil worse The 
relations of nature and religion, moral rights and civil laws, 
were vehemently attacked and spurned at by our brother 
He consideied nothing holy but his relation to Sperata, 
nothing dignified but the names of father and wife ‘ These 
alone,’ cned he, ‘ are suitable to nature , all else is caprice and 
opinion Were there not noble nations which admitted mar- 
riage with a sister ? Name not yom gods • You nevei name 
them but when you w isli to brfool us, to lead us from the 
paths of nature, and, by scandalous constraint, to transform 
the noblest inclinations into crimes Unspeakable aie the 
perplexities, abominable the abuses, into which you force the 
victims whom you bury ahve 

“ ‘ I may speak, for I have suffered like no other , from the 
highest, sweetest feeling of enthusiasm, to the fiightful deserts 
of uttei powerlessness, vacancy, annihilation and despair, 
from the loftiest aspiiations of preternatural existence, to the 
most entire unbelief, unbelief in myself All these hoirid 
grounds of thq cup, so flattering at the brim, I have diained , 
and my whole being was poisoned to its core And now, 
when kind Nature, by her greatest gift, by love, has healed 
me , now, when in the arms of a heavenly creature, I again 
feel that I am, that she is, that out of this hving union a 
thud shall aiise and smile in our faces , now ye open up the 
flames of youi Hell, of your Purgatoiy, which can only singe 
a sick imagination , ye oppose them to the vivid, true, inde- 
structible enjoyment of puie love ' Meet us under these 
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cypressc: which turn their solemn tops to heaven, visit us 
among those espaliers where the citrons and pomegranates 
bloom beside us, where the graceful m 3 'rtle stretches out its 
tender flowers to us, and then \cnture to disturb us with your 
dreaiy, paltry nets ulnch men have spun ' ’ 

“ Thus for a long time he persisted in a stubborn disbelief 
of our story, and when we assured him of its truth, nhen the 
confc«sor liimself assci crated it, he did not let it dn\e him 
from his point *Ask not the echoes of your cloisters, not 
your mouldcrmg parchments, not your narrow whims and 
ordinances' Ask Nature and your heart, she will teach you 
what you should recoil from, she will point out to you with 
the strictest finger, over what she has pronounced her e\er- 
lasting curse Look at the likes do not husband and w ife 
shoot forth on the same stalk ? Does not the flower, which 
bore them, hold them both ? And is not the lily the type of 
innocence , is not their sisterly union fruitful ? When Nature 
abhors, she speaks it aloud , the creature that shall not he is 
not produced , the creature that li\cs with a false life is soon 
destroyed Unfruitfulness, painful existence, early destruction, 
these arc her curses, the marks of her displeasure It is only 
by immediate consequences that she punishes Look around 
you, and what is prohibited, what is accursed, wall force itself 
upon your notice In the silence of the consent, in the tumult 
of the world, a thousand practices arc consecrated and rcscred 
while her tursc ivsts on them On stagnant idleness as on 
ovtrslnmcd toil, on caprice and superfluity ns on constraint 
and want, she looks down with mournful c>cs her call is to 
moderation , true arc all her commandments, peaceful nil her 
influences The man who has suffered as I base done has a 
riulit to b<’ free Sperata is mine, death alone shall take her 
from no How I shall rctun her, how I may he happs these 
an. your care. • Tins insUmt I go to her, and part fnnn her 

“JTt was for procccihnir to the bo it, and cros.ing ostr to 
Ur wc re.tr ui.id him, c-itn.altng that he would not u 
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step, which might produce the most tremendous consequences. 
He should recollect, we told him, that he was not hving in the 
fiee world of his own thoughts and ideas , but in a constitu- 
tion of afPairs, whose ordinances and relations had become in- 
flexible as laws of nature. The confessor made u» promise not 
to let him leave our sight, still less our house after this he 
went away, engaging to return ere long What we had fore- 
seen took place reason had made our brother strong, but his 
heart was weak , the earher impressions of leligion rose on 
him, and dreadful doubts along with them He passed two 
fearful nights and days the confessor came again to his 
assistance, but in vain * His enfranchised understanding 
acquitted him his feelings, rehgion, all his usual ideas 
declared him guilty 

“ One morning, we found his chamber empty on the table 
lay a note, in which he signifled that, as we kept him prisonei 
by force, he felt himself entitled to provide for his freedom , 
that he meant to go directly to Sperata , he expected to escape 
with her, and was prepared for the most terrible extremities, 
should any separation be attempted 

“ The news of course affrighted us exceedingly , but the 
confessor bade us be at lest Our poor brother had been 
narrowly enough observed the boatman, in place of taking 
him across, proceeded ivith him to his cloister Patigued with 
watching for the space of four-and-twenty hours, he fell 
asleep, as the skiff began to rock him in the moonshine , and 
he did not awake, till he saw himself in the hands of his 
spiritual brethren, he did not recovei from his amazement^ 
till he heard the doors of the convent bolting behind him 

“ Sharply touched at the fate of oui brother, we reproached 
the confessor for his cruelty, but he soon silenced or con- 
vmced us by the surgeon’s reason, that our pity was destructive 
to the patient He let us know that he was not acting on 
his own authority, but by order of the bishop and his chapter , 
that by this proceeding, they intended to avoid all public 
scandal, and to shroud the sad occuiience under the veil of a 
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secret course of discipline prescribed by the Church Our 
Bister tliej "would spare , she was not to he told that her lo"ver 
•was her brother The charge of her svas gisen to n priest, to 
"whom she had before disclosed her situation They contriied 
to hide her pregnancy and her deliscry As a mother she felt 
altogether happy in her little one Like most of our women, 
she could neither write, nor read writing she gave the pnest 
many verbal messages to carry to her lover The latter, 
thinking that he owed this pious fraud to a suckling mothci, 
often brought pretended tidings from our brother, whom he 
never saw , recommending her, in his name, to be nt peace, 
begging of her to be careful of herself and of her child , and 
for the rest to trust in God 

“ Sperata w ns inclined by nature to religious feelings Her 
situation, her solitude incicascd tins tendency, the clergyman 
encouraged it, in order to prepare her hy degrees for an 
eternal separation Scarcely was her child weaned, scarcely 
did he think her bod^ strong enough for suffering agonj of 
mind, when he began to paint her fault to her in most terrific 
colours to treat the crime of being connected with a pnest ns 
a sort of sin against nature, as a sort of incest For lie had 
taken up the strange thought of making her repentance equal 
in inteiiMtv to vihat it would have been, had she known the 
true circumstances of her error He thereby produced so 
much nnxiclv and sorrow in her mind he so exalted the idea 
of the Church and of its head before her, showed her the 
awful consequences, for tlic weal of all men's souls, bhould 
indulgence in a case like tins he granted, and the guilty pair 
reivarJcd bv n lawful union , signifv mg loo how wholesome it 
was to cxjiiato such sms in tunc, and thereby £^nm the crown 
of ininioi tnlitv — that at last, hkc a poor cmnincl she v\ ilhngl^ 
held oat her neck to the a've, and canicsllv entreated that she 
might for«.\(.r be divided from our brother Having guned so 
i luch, the clc'gv left her the hhcrlv frtstrvmg to thcmstlvc;.-. a 
c* rlain d’sinnl ovirsight) to live nt one tunc in a convent, at 
ajiolhtr in htr hou i, according ai ^hc aflcrw ords thought good 
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**Hei httle girl meanwhile was growing firom her eailiest 
years, she had displayed an extraordinary disposition When 
still very yonng, she could run, and move with wonderful 
dexterity , she sang beautifully, and learned to play upon the 
cithern almost of herself With words, however, she could 
not express herself, and the impediment seemed rather to 
proceed from her mode of thought, than from her organs of 
speech The feelings of the pool mother to her, in the mean 
time, were of the most painful kmd the expostulations of the 
priest had so perplexed her mind, that though she was not 
quite deranged, her state was far from being sane She daily 
thought her crime more teirible and punishable , the clergy- 
man's comparison of incest, frequently i epeated, had impressed 
itself so deeply, that her horror was not less than if the actual 
circumstances had been known to her The pnest took no 
small credit for his ingenuiiy, with which he had contrived 
to tear asunder a luckless cicatuie's heart It was miserable 
to behold maternal love, ready to expand itself in joy at the 
existence of hei child, contending with the horrid feeling, that 
this child should not be there The two emotions strove 
together in her soul , love was often weaker than aveision 
"The child had long ago been taken from her, and com- 
mitted to a worthy family residing on the sea-shore In the 
greater freedom, which the httle creature enjoyed here, she 
soon displayed her singular dehght in chmbing To mount 
the highest peaks, to run along the edges of the ships, to 
imitate in all their strangest feats the rope-dancers, nhom she 
often saw m the place, seemed a natural tendency in her 

" To practise these thmgs ivith the greater ease, she liked to 
change clothes with boys and though her foster parents 
thought this highly blameahle and unbecoming, we bade them 
indulge her as much as possible Her wild walks and leapings 
often led her to a distance , she would lose hei way, and be 
long from home, but she always came back In general, as 
she returned, she used to set herself beneath the columns in 
the portal of a country house m the neighbourhood her 
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people no%v liad ceased to look for her , they waited for her 
She would there he resting on the steps, then run up and 
down the large hall, looking at the statues, after which, if 
nothing specially detained her, she used to hasten home 

“ But at last our conddcncc was balked, and our indulgence 
punished TIic dnld w ent out, and did not come again her 
little hat was found swimming on the water, near the spot 
where a torrent rushes doivn into the sea. It was conjectured 
that, in olamhenng among the rocks, her foot bad shpped , all 
our searching could not find the bodj 

“ The thoughtless tattle of her house-mates soon communi- 
cated the occurrence to Sperata, she seemed calm and cheer- 
ful when she heard it, hinting not obscurely at her satisfaction 
that God had pleased to take her poor child to himself, and 
thus presersed it from suffering or causing some more dreadful 
miscri 

“ On tins occasion, all the fables winch arc told about our 
waters came to he the common talk The sea, it was said, 
required c\crj jear an innocent child jot it would endure no 
corpse, but sooner or later throw it to the shore , nay, the last 
joint though sunk to the lowest bottom, must again come 
forth Xhej told the storj of a mother, inconsolable because 
her dnld had perished in the sen, who prajed to God and his 
saints to grant her nt least the bones for burial The first 
storm threw ashore the skull, the next the spine , and after all 
WAS gallitred, she wrapped the hones in a cloth, and took them 
to the church but O ' miraculous to tell * as she crossed the 
threshold of the temple, the packet grew hca\ lei and hens lor, 
"nd at last, when she laid it on the steps of the altar, the 
child hecan to erj, and issued Ining from the cloth One 
loint of the ncht-liand little finger was alone wanting tins 
too the mother an'Tiow'.lj sought and found and in memorv of 
the cxciititwas pre cned among the other relics of the church 
On poor Sperata these recital-, made a deep iinjircssion, 
hcriniagination look a new flight, and favoured the cmol.on 
nr iu'r Ik art. She suppo..ed that i,o» the child had cxpiaUd 
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by its death, both its own sms, and the sins of its patents* 
that the curse and penalty, which hitherto had overhung them 
all, was at length wholly removed, that nothing more was 
necessary, could she only find the child's bones, that she might 
carry them to Rome, where upon the steps of the great altar 
in St Peter's, her little girl, again covered with its fair fiesh 
skin, would stand up alive before the people With its own 
eyes it would once more look on father and mother , and the 
Pope, convinced that God and his saints commanded it, would, 
amid the acclamations of the people, remit the parents their 
sins, acquit them of their oaths, and join their hands in wedlock 

‘*Her looks and her anxiety were henceforth constantly 
directed to the sea and the beach When, at night in the 
moonshine, the waves were tossing to and fro, she thought 
every glittering sheet of foam was bringing out her cdiild , 
and some one about her had to run off, as if to take it up 
when it should reach the shore 

**By day she walked unweariedly along the places where the 
pebbly beach shelved slowly to the water she gathered, in a 
little basket, all the bones which she could find None durst 
tell her that they were the bones of animals the larger ones 
she buried, the little ones she took along mth her In this 
employment she incessantly persisted The clergyman, who, 
by so unremittingly discharging what he thought his duty, 
had reduced her to this condition, novr stood up for her with 
all his might By his influence, the people in the neighbour- 
hood were made to look upon her not as a distracted person, 
but as one entranced they stood in reverent attitudes as she 
walked by, and the children ran to kiss her hand 

" To the old woman, her attendant and faithful friend, the 
secret of Sperata’s guilt was at length imparted by the piiest, 
on her solemnly engaging to watch over the unhappy creature 
with untiring care, through all her life And she kept this 
engagement to the last, with admiiable conscientiousness and 
patience 

“ Meanwhile we had always had an eye upon our brother. 
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Neither the ph;^sicians nor the clergy of his eon-vent -would 
nllovv us to he seen by him but, in order to convunce us of 
his being -well in some sort, vve had lea\e to look at him os 
often as we liked, in the garden, the passages, or even -through 
a windov/ in the roof of his apartment. 

“After many terrible and singular changes, which I shall 
omit, he had passed into a strange state of mental rest and 
hodil} unrest He never sat but when he took his harp and 
pla^ cd upon it, and then he usually accompanied it w ith sing- 
ing At other times, he kept continually in motion , and m all 
things he was grown e-^tremcly guidablc and pliant, for all Ins 
passions seemed to have resolved themselves into the single 
fear of death You could persuade him to do anything, by 
threatening him with dangerous sickness or with death 

“Besides this singularity of walking constantly about the 
cloister, a practice which he hinted it were better to exchange 
for wandering over lull and dale, he talked about an Appantion 
whith perpetually tormented him He declared, that on 
awakening, at whatever hour of the night, he saw a beautiful 
boy standing at the foot of liis bed, with a bare knife, and 
threatening to destroy him They shifted him to various 
other chambers of the convent, but he still asserted that the 
boy pursued him IIis wandering to and fro become more 
uiircstful the people afterwards remembered too, that at this 
time they had often seen him standing at the window looking 
out upon the Eca. 

“ Our poor sivtcr, on the other hand, seemed gradually 
wasting under the consuming inilucncc of her single thought, 
of her narrow occupation It was at lost proposed by tlio 
physician, that among the bones which she had gathered, the 
fragmtiiti- of a child s skeleton should by degrees be intro- 
duced , and <=0 the hapless mothers hopes kept up Tlic 
evptniiienl was dubious, hut Cus at least seemed likely to be 
gained by it, that when all the parts were got together, she 
would cease her weary ‘earch, and might be cnlcrtnined vntli 
liopts of going to Rome 
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*‘It was accoidingly resolved on her attendant changed, 
by imperceptible degrees, the small lemains committed to her 
with the bones Speiata found. An inconceivable delight arose 
in the poor sick woman’s heart, when the parts began to fit 
each other, and the shape of those still wanting could be 
marked She had fastened every fragment in its proper place 
with threads and ribbons, filling up the vacant spaces inth 
embioideiy and silk, as is usually done with the relics of saints 

“In this way neaily all the bones had been collected, none 
but a few of the extremities were wanting One morning, 
while she was asleep, the physician having come to ask for hei, 
the old attendant, %vith a view to show him how his patient 
occupied herself, took away these dear remains from the little 
chest where they lay in poor Sperata’s bedroom A few 
minutes afterwards, they heard her spring upon the fiooi , she 
lifted up the cloth and found the chest empty She threw 
herself upon her knees, they came and hstened to her joyful 
ardent prayer ‘Yes*’ exclaimed she, *it is true, it was no 
dream, it is leal > Rejoice with me, my friends * I have seen 
my own beautiful good little girl again alive She arose and 
threw the veil from ofF her , her splendour enlightened all the 
loom , her beauty was transfiguied to celestial loveliness , she 
could not tread the ground, although she wished it Eightly 
was she home aloft , she bad not even time to stretch her hand 
to me There > cried she to me, and pointed to the road 
where I am soon to go Yes, I will follow her, soon follow 
her , my heart is light to think of it My sorrows are already 
vanished, the sight of my iisen little one has given me a 
foretaste of the heavenly joys ’ 

“From that time her soul was wholly occupied with pro- 
spects of the brightest kind she gave no farther heed to any 
caithly object , she took but httle food , her spirit by degrees 
cast off the fetters of the body At last this imperceptible 
gradation reached its head unexpectedly . her attendants found 
her pale and motionless ; she opened not her eyes , she was 
what we call dead. 
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“The report of her vision quickly spread abroad among 
tlic people, and the rc\crenbnl feeling, which she had excited 
in her lifetime, soon changed, at her death, to the thought 
that she should be regarded as in bliss, naj, as in sanctitj’ 

“AVlicn wo were licaring her to bo intorrcd, a crowd of 
persons pressed mth boundless violence about the bier, they 
would touch her hand, they would touch her garment In 
this impassioned elevation, various sick persons ceased to feel 
the pains by which nt other times tlic^ were tormented tlicy 
looked upon themselves ns healed, they declared it, they 
praised God and his new saint TJic clergy were obliged to 
laj the body in n neighbouring chapel , the people called for 
opportunity to offer their devotion The concourse was in- 
ctedihle , the mountaineers, at all times prone to hvelj and 
religious feelings, crowded forward from their valleys, the 
reverence, the wonder, the adoration dailj spread and gatliercd 
strength The ordinances of the bishop, which were meant 
to liimt, and in time abolish tlm new worship, could not be 
put in cNccution ever} show of opposition raised the people 
into tumults, every unbeliever Ihcj were rcadj to assail with 
personal violence *Eid not Saint Rorromicus,'’ cned tbe^ 
'dwell among our forcrathers^ Eid not Ins mother live to 
taste the ^oy of his canonisation ? Was not that great figure 
on the rocks at Arena meant to represent to us, by a sensible 
svmbol, Ins spiritual greatness? Do not the descendants of 
bis kindred live among us to tins hour? And lias not God 
promised ever to renew his miracles among a people that 
behevo’’ 

“As the bodv after several da^s, cvhibited no marks of 
putrefaction, but grew whiter, and ns it were translucent, the 
gcncril filth ro«c higher and higher Among the multitude 
Vt4.rc sever it ciirt-s, which even the sceptical observer was 
unabk to account for, or a«cribc cnlireh to fraud 7 ht whole 
countn wrs in motion , thn^c who did not go to see it, heard 
at ho-t iio other topic talked of 

“ 1 'le convent, where mv brother lived, resounded, like the 
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land at large, ivith the noise of these wonders , and the people 
felt the less restraint in speaking of them in his presence, as 
in general he seemed to pay no heed to anything, and his 
connexion with the circumstance was known to none of them 
But on this occasion, it appeared, he had listened \nth 
attention He conducted his escape with such dexterity and 
cunning, that the manner of it still remains a mystery TVe 
learned afterwards, that he had crossed the water with a 
number of travellers, and charged the boatmen, who observed 
no other smgularity about him, above all to have a care lest 
their vessel overset Eate m the night, he reached the chapel, 
where his hapless loved one was resting fiom her woes Only 
a few devotees were kneeling in the corners of the place , her 
old friend was sitting at the head of the corpse, he walked 
up to her, saluted her, and asked how her mistress was ‘ you 
see it,' answered she with some embarrassment He looked at 
the corpse with a sidelong glance After some delay he took 
its hand Frightened by its coldness, he in the instant let it 
go he looked unrestfully aiound him , then tummg to the 
old attendant * I cannot stay with her at present,’ said he , 

‘ I have a long, long way to travel , but at the proper time I 
shall be back tell her so when she awakens ' 

“With this he went away It was a while before we got 
intelligence of these occurrences we searched , but all our 
edbits to discover him were vain How he worked his way 
across the mountains, none can say A long time after he was 
gone, we came upon a trace of him among the Grisons , but 
we were too late , it quickly vanished We supposed that he 
was gone to Germany, but his weak foot-prints had been 
speedily obhterated by the war ” 

CHAPTER X 

Tim Abbd ceased to read no one had listened without 
tears The Countess scarcely ever took her handkerchief from 
her eyes , at last she rose, and, with Natalia, left the room. 
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Tlic rest were silent, till the Abbd thus began , “The question 
now arises, whether ne shall let the good IVlarchese Icaic us 
without telling him our secret For who can doubt a moment, 
that our Harper and Ins brother Augustin arc one ? Let us 
consider what is to be done , both for the sake of that un- 
happy man himself, and of his family hlj' advice is, not to 
huny, but to wait till we lia\c heard what news the Doctor, 
who IS gone to see him, brings us back ” 

All were of tlic same opinion , and the Abbd thus pro- 
ceeded “ Another question, which perhaps may be disposed 
of sooner, still remains The Marchese is affected to the 
bottom of his heart, at the kindness which his poor mcce 
c’qienenced here, particularly from our young friend He 
made me tell him, and repeat to him ciery circumstance con- 
nected with her, and he showed the hi chest gratitude on 
hearing it ‘Her young benefactor,' he said, ‘refused to 
traicl with me, while he knew not the connexion that subsists 
between us I am not now a stranger, of whose manner of 
CMslcncc, of whose humours he might be uncertain I am his 
associate, his relation, and os his unwillingness to lease his 
boy behind was the impediment which kept him from nccom- 
panynng me, let tlus child now become a fairer bond to join 
us still more closely Besides the scrsiccs which I already 
owe him, let him be of scrsice to me on my present journey 
let him then return along with me , my elder brother srill 
rcccisc him as he ought And let him not despise the 
hcnlagc of his unhappy foster-child for by a secret stipula- 
tion of O’lr fetber wiUi bis military friend, tlie fortune wliicli 
he pa\ c Spcraln has returned to us and certainly we will not 
cheat our niece's bonefnetor of tbc recompense which he has 
merited so well 

Tliere* i taking W ilhclm by tbc bond, now «aid to him 
"^Vchast here another beautiful example that di'intcrcstcd 
1 cH dolin’- Mflds the highest and bc»l return Follow the call, 
which *^0 «lranct,ly comes to you and while you lay a double 
land of gr-lil'U>e on the Marthesc, hostin' to a” fair lard. 
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which has already often drawn your heart and your imagination 
towards it ” 

“ I leave myself entirely to the guidance of my friends and 
you,” said Wilhelm ^‘it is vain to think, in this waild, of 
adhering to our individual ivilL What I pui posed to hold 
fast, I must let go , and benefits which I have not deserved, 
descend upon me of their own accord ” 

With a gentle pressuie of Theresa’s hand, Wilhelm took 
his own away “ I give you full permission,” said he to the 
Abbe, “to decide about me as you please Since I shall not 
need to leave my Felix, I am ready to go anywhither, and to 
undertake whatever you think good ” 

Thus authorised, the Abbe forthwith sketched out his plan 
The Marchese, he proposed, should be allowed to depart, 
Wilhelm was to wait for tidings from the Doctor , he might 
then, when they had settled what was to be done, set off ^vlth 
Felix Accoidingly, under the pretence that Wilhelm’s pre- 
parations for his journey would detain him, he advised the 
stranger to employ the mean while in evamining the curiosities 
of the city, which he meant to visit The Maichese did in 
consequence depart , and not without renewed and strong • 
expressions of his gratitude , of which indeed the presents left 
by him, including jewels, precious stones, embroidered stuffs, 
afforded a sufficient proof. 

Wilhelm too was at length m readiness for travelling , and 
his friends began to be distressed that the JDoctoi sent them 
no news They feared some mischief had befallen the poor old 
Harper, at the very moment when they were m hopes of radi- 
cally improving his condition They sent the courier off, but 
he was scarcely gone, when the Doctoi in the evening entered 
ivith a stranger, whose form and aspect were expressive, earnest, 
striking, and whom no one knew Both stood silent for a 
space , the stranger at length went up to Wilhelm, and hold- 
ing out his hand said ■ “ Do you not know your old friend, 
then?” It was the Harper’s voice, but of his form there 
seemed to remain no vestige He nas in the common garb 
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of a tmNcllcr, cleanly and genteelly cquipt, his beard had 
vanished , his hair nos dressed vnth some attention to the 
mode, and what particularly mode him quite irrccognisable 
was, that in his countenance the look of age was no longer 
visible. Wilhelm embraced him with the liveliest joy , he was 
presented to the rest, and behaved himself witli great pro- 
priety, not knowing that the partj had a little while before 
become so well acquainted with him “ You will have patience 
wiUi a man,” continued he with great composure, “ who, grown 
up os he appears, is entering on the world, after long sorrows, 
inexperienced ns a child To this skilful gentleman I stand 
indebted for the privilege of again appearing in the company 
of my fellow-men ” 

Tlicj bade him welcome the Doctor motioned for a walk, 
to interrupt the conv crsation, and lead it to indilTercnt topics 

In private, the Doctor gave the following explanation “It 
was by the strangest chance that w e succeeded in the cure of 
this man We had long treated him, morally and physically, 
ns our best consideration dictated in some degree the plan 
was cfRcttcious , but the fear of death continued powerful in 
him, and he would not lay aside his beard and cloak For tlic 
rest, however, he appear^ to take more interest in external 
things than formerly , and both his songs and his conceptions 
seemed to be approaching nearer life A strange letter from 
the c'*crgjman, os you already know, called me from you I 
arrived 1 found our patient altogether changed, he had 
voluntarily given up his beard, he had let his locks be cut 
into a customary form, he asked for common clothes, lie 
«:eemcd to have at once become another man Tliough curious 
to penctmti. the reason of this sudden nllcrntion we did not 
risk inquiring of himself, at last we accidentallv discovered it. 
A glass of laudanum was missmc from tlie Parson's pnvate 
laboratory vc thougbl it nqht to institute a strict inquiry 
<111 the subject, every one endeavoured toward ofl suspicion, 
ev 1 the s^iarpe«l quarrcK arose among the inmates of the 
h lu'c At 1 >.sl, this man nppcaretl before us, and ndmiUed 
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that he had the laudanum we asked if he had swaUowed 
any of it ‘ No • ’ said he * but it is to this that I on e the 
recovery of my reason It is at your choice to take the vial 
from me , and to dnve me back inevitably to my former state. 
The feeling that it was desirable to see the pains of life teimi- 
nated by death, first put me on the way of cuie, before long 
the thought of terminating them by voluntary death aiose in 
me , and with this intention, I took the glass of poison The 
possibility of casting oflT my load of giiefs forever gave me 
strength to bear them and thus have I, ever since this talis- 
man came into my possession, pressed myself back into life, by 
a contiguity with death. Be not anvious lest I use the drug , 
but resolve, as men acquainted with the human heart, by 
granting me an independence of hfe, to make me properly and 
wholesomely dependent on it ' After mature consideration of 
the matter, we determined not to meddle farther ivith him , . 
and he now carries with him, in a firm little ground-glass vial, 
this poison, of which he has so strangely made an antidote 

The Doctor was informed of all that had tianspired since 
his departure, towards Augustin, it was determined that they 
should observe the deepest silence m regard to it The Abb^ 
undertook to keep beside him, and to lead him forward on the 
healthful path he had entered 

Meanwhile Wilhelm was to set about his journey over Ger- 
many with the Marchese If it should appear that Augustin 
could be again excited to afiection for his native country, the 
circumstances were to be communicated to his friends, and 
"Wilhelm might conduct him thither 

Wilhelm had at last made every preparation for his journey 
At first the Abbd thought it strange that Augustin rejoiced in 
hearing of his friend and benefactor’s purpose to depart , but 
he soon discovered the foundation of this curious movement 
Augustin could not subdue his fear of Fdix , and he longed as 
soon as possible to see the boy removed 

By degrees so many people had assembled, that the Castle 
and adjoining buildings could scarcely accommodate them all , 
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and the as such a mutitudc of guests had nob onginall^ 
been antieipatcd They breakfasted, tlicj dined together, 
each endea\ cured to persuade himself that they were liMng 
in a comfortable harmony, but each in secret longed in some 
degree to be awaj Theresa frequently rode out attended by 
X^thano, and oftener alone , she had already got acquainted 
inth all the landladies and landlords in the district , for she 
held it os a principle of her economy, in nhich perhaps she nos 
not far mistaken, that it is essential to be in good acceptance 
with one's neighbours male and female, and to maintain ivith 
tlicm a constant interchange of ciMlitics Of an intended 
marriage nith I^othano she appeared to ha\e no thought 
Natalia and the Countess often talked with one another, the 
AbhiT seemed to covet the society of Augustin , Jamo had 
frequent com crsntioiis with the Doctor, Fnedneh held by 
Wilhelm, Felix ran about, whereicr he could meet with most 
amusement It was thus too that in general they paired 
lhcin«:chcs in walking, when the company broke up when it 
was obliged to be together, recourse was quickly had to music, 
to unite them all by giiing each back to himself 
Hncspectcdly the Count increased the parly , intending to 
rcmoic his lady, and, as it appeared, to take a solemn farewell 
of his worldl> friends Jamo hastened to the coach to meet 
him the Count inquired what guests they had, to which llie 
other anwered, in a fit of wild humour that would often scire 
him “'Wchaie nil the nobility in Nature, Marcheses ^fnr- 
quiccs. Milords and Barons we wanted nothing hut n. Count *’ 
Thc\ came upstair- Wilhclri was the first who met them 
in the ante-chamber Milord,” "laid the Count to him in 
French, after looking at hint far a moment, rejoice scry 
much in the unevpccled pleasure of renewing my acquaintance 
with your Lrfirdship I am -verv much mistaken if I did not 
roe you nl my Ca-=tlc in the 'pnnee's «uiU ” “I had llio 
happiness of wait-ng an your Eaccllcncy at that time,” 
answered M iHilIiu , *‘hiit sou do me too mutli liornur when 
you trke ire for an Erghdimati, and tint of the fir-t 
101 . 11 . ,, 
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I am a German, and ” A very brave young fellow,” inter- 

rupted Jamo The Count looked at Wilhelm with a smile, 
and was about to make some reply, when the rest of the party 
entered, and saluted him with many a friendly welcome. 
They excused themselves for being unable at the moment to 
show him to a proper chamber j promismg without delay to 
make the necessaiy room for him 

“Ay, ay'” said he, smilmg* “we have left Chance, I see, 
to act as our puiweyor Yet with prudence and arrangement, 
how much is possible * Eor the present, I entreat you not 
to stir a shpper from its place , the disorder, I perceive, 
would otherwise he great Every one would be uncomfortably 
lodged , and this no one shall be on my account, if possible, 
not even for an hour You can testify,” said he to Jamo, 
“and you too, Meister,” turning to Wilhelm, “how many 
people I commodiously stowed, that time, in my Castle I.et 
me have the hst of persons and servants , let me see how they 
are lodged at present I will make a plan of dislocation, such 
that, with the very smallest inconvenience, every one shall find 
a suitable apartment, and there shall be room enough to hold 
another guest if one should accidentally arrive ” 

Jamo volunteered to be the Count’s assistant , procured him 
all the necessary information, taking great delight, as usual, if 
he could now and then contrive to lead him astray, and leave 
him m awkward difficulties The old gentleman at last, 
however, gained a signal triumph The arrangement was 
completed , he caused the names to be ivritten on their several 
doors, himself attendmg , and it could not be demed that, by 
a very few changes and substitutions, the object had been fully 
gained. Jamo, among other things, had also managed that 
the peisons, who at present took an interest in each other, 
should be lodged together 

“Will you hdLp me,” said the Count to Jamo, after every- 
thing was settled, “ to clear up my recollections of the young 
man there, whom you call Meister, and who, you tell me, is a 
German?” Jarno was silent, foi he knew veiy well that the 
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Count was one of those people who, in asking questions, merely 
wish to show their knowledge The Count accordingly con- 
tinued, witiiout waitang for an answer “You, I recollect, 
presented him to me, and waimly recommended him in the 
Prince's name If his mother was a German woman. I'll be 
hound for it his father is an Englishman, and one of rank too 
who can calculate the English blood that has been flowing, 
these last thirty 3 cars, in German veins * 1 do not wish to 

pump 30 U I know you base always family secrets of that 
kind , but in such coses it is in vain to think of cheating me " 
He then proceeded to detail a great variety of things as hav mg 
taken place with Wilhelm at the Castle, to the whole of 
which Jamo, os before, kept silence, though the Count was 
altogether in the wrong, confounding Wilhelm more than once 
wnOi a young Enghshman of the Prince's smte The truth 
was, the good old gentleman had in former y cars possessed a 
very excellent memory, and was still proud of being able to 
Tcmcmlicr the minutest circumstances of his youth but in 
regard to late occurrences, he used to settle in his mind ns 
true, and utter with the greatest certainly, whateicr fables 
and fantastic combmntions in the growing weakness of his 
powers, imagination might present to him. For the rest, he 
v.as b(.coiiic cxtrcmcli mild and courteous , his presence had a 
very favourable influence upon the company He would call 
on them to read some useful book together, nay, he often 
gave them little games, which, witliout participating in them, 
he directed with tlic greatest core If they wondered at his 
condescension, he would reply, that it became a man, who 
difTcn'd from the world in weighty matters, to confomi to it 
tlic more anxiously m matters of indifllrcncc 

In tlitsu games, our friend had, more than once, an angrv 
and umjmet fcelinc to endure Pnedneh, with Ins usual 
levity, took frequent opportunity of giving hinlv that Wilhelm 
cntcrKuncd a secret passion for Natalia. Hovr could he have 
found it out? Whnt entitled him to sav so? And would 
t.ot hi* fr.crds Uiml tlint, as Uicy two w'erc often togcUier, 


! 
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Wilhelm must have made a disclosure to him, so thoughtless 
and unlucky a disclosure ^ 

One day, while they were merrier than common at some 
such joke, Augustm, dashing open the dooi, rushed m with a 
frightful look , his countenance was pale, his eyes were wild , 
he seemed about to speak, but his tongue refused its office 
The party were astounded, Eothario and Jarno, supposmg 
that his madness had returned, sprang up and seized bitn 
With a choked and faltermg voice, then loudly and violently, 
he spoke and cried ** Not me • Haste ' Help ' Save the 
child ' Felix is poisoned • ” 

They let him go , he hastened through the door all 
followed him in consternation They called the Doctor 
Augustin made for the Abb^s chamber, they found the 
child , who seemed amazed and frightened, when they called 
to him from a distance “ What hast thou been doing ? ” 

“ Dear papa • ” cried Fehx, “ I did not drink from the 
bottle, I drank from the glass I was very thirsty ” 

Augustm struck his hands together “He is lost'” cried 
he , then pressed through the bystanders, and hastened away 
They found a glass of almond-milk upon the table, with a 
bottle near it more than half empty The Doctor came , was 
told what they had seen and heard mth hoiror he observed 
the well-known laudanum-vial lying empty on the table He 
called for vinegar, he summoned all his art to his assistance 
Nataha had the little patient taken to a room, she busied 
herself with painful care about him The Abbe had run out 
to seek Augustin, and draw some explanation from him The 
unhappy father had been out upon the same endeavour, but 
in vain he returned, to find anxiety and fear on every face 
The Doctor, in the mean time, had been examming the almond- 
milk in the glass , he found it to contain a powerful mixtuie 
of opium the child was lying on the sofa, seeming very sick , 
he begged his fether “ not to let them pour more stvffiF mto 
him, not to let them plague him any more ” Lothario had 
sent his people, and had iidden off himself, endeavouring to 
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find some trace of Augusbn Natalia sat licside the child , 
he took refuge in her bosom, and entreated earnestly for licr 
protection , earnestly for a little piece of sugar the s inegir, 
he said, nas biting sour Tlie Eoctor granted his request, 
the child nas in a frightful agitation, they vere obliged to 
let him have a moment's rest The Eoctor said that esery 
means had been adopted , he ivould continue to do his 
utmost The Count came near, with an air of displeasure 
Ills look nos earnest, eien solemn he laid his hands upon the 
child , turned Ins c\ cs to Heaven, and remained some moments 
in that attitude Wilhelm, who was lying inconsolable on a 
•jcal, sprang up, and casting a despairing look at Natalia, left 
the room Shortly afterwards the Count too left it 

“I cannot understand,” said the Eoctor, basing paused a 
little, “ how it comes that there is not the smallest trace of 
danger sisible about the child At a single gulp, he must 
base swallowed an immense dose of opium, yet 1 find no 
movement in Ins pulse hut what may be ascribed to our 
rciiicdie«, and to the terror we base put him into ” 

In a few minutes Jarno entered, with intelligence that 
Augustin had been di'coscrcd in the upper story, lying in Ins 
blood , a razor had been found beside him , to all appearance 
be had cut lii> throat The Eoctor hastened out he met 
till, people carrying doivn the body The unhappy innn yt\as 
1 ud upon a bed and accurately examined the cut had gone 
acro'*. the sMndpipe, copious lo>5s of blood had been siiccccdtd 
b\ a swoon, yet it was ca^y to obserse that life that hope 
V a< still there The Eoctor put the body in n proper posture , 
joinwl the edges of llu wound, and bandaged it. The night 
pav d slcipltss and full of care to all rdis: would not 
*1'' Natali i \\ ilhelm before her on a stool , be bad the 

s fiH t itjnm bis lap tin head and breast were lung upon 
1 Inis did tluy dmde tin pleading burden and the 
pa.nful nnauli , a'ld rontmue, till the das broke m tlioir 
uiiiueifort ibli . po'itim Natalia h*»tl gnen her hand to 
1 Mdlulm. th-i dm not sped r word, tluy looked at the 
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child and then at one another Eothano and Jamo were 
sitting at the other end of the room, and carrying on a most 
important conversation , which, did not the pressure of events 
forbid us, we would gladly lay before our readers The boy 
slept softly, he awoke quite cheerful, early in the morning, 
and demanded a piece of bread and butter 

So soon as Augustin had in some degree recovered, they 
endeavoured to obtain some explanation irom him They 
learned with difBculty, and by slow degrees, that havmg, by 
the Count's unlucky shifting, been appointed to the same 
chamber with the Abbd, he had found the manuscript in 
which his story was recorded Struck with horror on perusing 
it, he felt that it was now impossible for him to live, on 
which he had recourse as usual to the laudanum' this he 
poured into a glass of almond-milk, and raised it to his 
mouth, but he shuddered when it reached his lips, he set it 
down untasted, went out to walk once more across the 
garden, and behold the face of nature , and on his return, he 
found the child employed m fillmg up the glass out of wliich 
it had been drinking 

They entreated the unhappy creature to be calm , he seized 
Wilhelm by the hand with a spasmodic grasp, and cried 
Ah ' why did I not leave thee long ago ? I knew well that 
I should kill the boy, and he me ’’ ** The boy lives • ” said 

Wilhelm The Doctor, who had hstened with attention, now 
inquired of Augustin if all the drink was poisoned “ No,” 
replied he, “nothing but the glass” “By the luckiest 
chance, then,” cried the Doctor, " the boy has drunk from the 
bottle' A bemgnant Genius has guided his hand, that he 
did not catch at death, which stood so near and ready for 
him ” “ No ' no ' ” cried Wilhelm with a groan, and clapping 

both his hands upon his eyes “ How dreadful are the words ' 
Felix said expressly that he drank not from the bottle but the 
glass His health is but a show, he ivill die among our 
hands.” Wilhelm hastened out, the Doctor went below, 
and taking Felix up, with much caressing, asked. "Now 
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did not jou, ni> pictt> boy? You drank from tbe bottle, 
not tbe glass?” The child began to cry The Doctor 
sccrctlj informed Natalia how the matter slood she also 
strove in vain to get the truth from PeliN, who but cried the 
more , cried till he fell asleep 

'Wilhelm watched by him , the night went peacefully away. 
Next morning Augustin nos found lying dead in bed , he had 
cheated Ins attendants by a seeming rest , had silently 
loosened the bandages, and bled to death Natalia went to 
walk with Felix, he was sportful as in his happiest days 
“You arc nlwa^ s good to me,” said Felix, “you never scold, 
}ou never beat me, I will tdl you the truth, I did dnnk 
from the bottle l^Iamma Aurelia used to rap me over tlic 
lingers every time I touched the bottle father looked so 
sour I thought he w ould beat me ” 

With winged steps Natalia hastened to the Castle , Whlhelm 
carne, still overwhelmed with care, to meet her “Happy 
father'” cned she, lifting up the child, and throwing it into 
his arms ** there is th} son again* He drank from the 
bottle his naughtiness has saved him ” 

Tlicj told the Count the happy issue, but be listened with 
n smiling, silent, modest air of knowingness, like one tolerating 
the error of worthy men Jarno, attentive to all, could not 
explain tins loftj sclf-complaccncy , till after many windings, 
he nt last discovered it to be bis Lordsbip's firm belief that 
tbe child bad really taken poison, and that ho himself, by 
prav cr and tlie laying-on of bands, bad miraculously counter- 
aclcvl the efiects of it. After such n feat. Ins Xiordsbip now 
determined on departing Everything, ns usual with him, 
was made rcadv in n moment, the fair Countess, when about 
to go, look IVilhclms hand before parting with her sister's, 
she Un.n pressed both their hands between her own, turned 
<|u>cklv round, and slept into the carnage 

So manv lernblo and strange events, crowding one upon 
the back of nnolhcr inducmc nn unusual mode of life, and 
pultini: ivfaUmig into disorder and pcri»lcxUy, bad brought 
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a sort of feverish movement into all depaitments of the 
house The hours of sleep and waking, of eating, drinking 
and social conversation were mverted Except Theiesa, none 
of them had kept in their accustomed course The men 
endeavouied, by increased potations, to recovei their good 
humoui , and thus communicatmg to themselves an aitificial 
vivacity, they diove away that natuial vivacity, which alone 
impaits to us true cheerfulness and strength for action 

Wilhelm, in particular, was moved and agitated by the 
keenest feelings Those unexpected, frightful incidents had 
thrown him out of all condition to lesist a passion which had 
so foicibly seived his heart Eelix was restored to him , yet 
still it seemed that he had nothing Werner’s letters, the 
diiections foi his journey were in readiness , there was nothing 
wanting but the resolution to remove Everything conspired 
to hasten him He could not but conjecture that Eothario 
and Tlieiesa were awaiting his depaiture, that they might be 
wedded Jaino was unusually silent , you would have said 
that he had lost a portion of his customary cheerfulness 
Happily the Doctor helped oor friend, in some degree, fiom 
this embairassment he declared him sick, and set about 
administering medicine to him 

The company assembled always in the evening Fiiedrich, 
the wild madcap, who had often drunk more wine tlian smted 
him, in geneial took possession of the talk , and by a thousand 
frolicsome citations, fantasies and waggish allusions, often kept 
the party laughing, often also threw them into awkward 
difficulties, by the liberty he took to think aloud 

Tn the sickness of his friend he seemed to have httle faith 
Once when they were all together, “Pray, Doctor,” ciied he, 
" how IS it you call the malady our friend is labouiing under ? 
Will none of the three thousand names, with which you 
decorate your ignorance, apply to it ? The disease at least is 
not without examples There is one such case,” continued he 
with an emphatic tone, “in the Egyptian or Babylonian 
histoiy ” 



185 


CHAP X] MEISTER’S APPRENTICESIIir 

The company looked at one another, and smiled 
“What call jou the king — cned ho, and stopped short 
a moment “"Well, if jou nil! not help me, I must help 
injself ” He tlneir open the folding-doors, and pointed to the 
large picture in the antcchamlici “"What call jou the goal- 
beard there, vith the crown on, who is standing at the foot of 
the bed, making such a rueful face about his sick son ? How 
call jou the heaut>, who enters, and in her modest roguish 
cj cs at once brings poison and antidote ? How call you the 
quack of a doctor, who at this moment catches a glimpse of 
the reality, and foi the first time in his life takes occasion to 
presenbo a reasonable recipe, to gise a drug which cures to the 
scry heart, and is at once salutifcroiis and sn%oury ?” 

In this manner he continued babbling The company' took 
it with as good a face as might be, hiding their embarrassment 
bclnnd a forced laugh A slight blush oserspread Natalia’s 
cheeVs, and betrayed the movements of her heart By good 
fortune, she was walking up and down with Jarno on coming 
to the door, with a cunning motion she slipped out, walked 
once or twice across the antechamber, and retired to her room 
The company were silent Fncdricli began to dance and 
sing 

** O j o iiljall wonders fcp ’ 

■\V1nt has heen is not to he , 

ATTiat js snid is not to ssv , 

Ilcroro llie break of d vv 
1 o fIivU wonders fcc ' 

*1 heresa had gone out to find Natalia, Fncdnch pulled tlic 
Doctor forward to the picture, pronounced a ridiculous 
culogimn on medicine, and glided from tbc room 

I^olbano liad been standing all the vrhilc in the rccc's of a 
window , Ik was looking, without motion, dowm into tlie 
ranlr.i AN ilhehn was iii the most dreadful elate I,efl alone 
with hi< fmnds he still kept silence for a time Ik ran with a 
hi'Ticil gl-nreovirall hishistorv, and at last, with shuddering, 
siirvrvcd his present situation, ho s.iarted up and cried “If 
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I am to blame for what is happening, foi what you and I 
are sufiering, punish me In addition to my other miseries, 
deprive me of your friendship, and let me wander, witliout 
comfort, foith into the wide world, in which I should have 
mingled, and withdrawn myself from notice long ago. But if 
you see in me the victim of a cruel entanglement of chance, 
out of which I could not thread my way, then give me the 
assurance of your love, of your friendship, on a journey which 
I dare not now postpone A time will come, when I may tell 
you what has passed of late within me. Perhaps this is but 
a punishment, which I am suffering, because I did not soon 
enough disclose myself to you, because I hesitated to display 
myself entirely as I was you would have assisted me, you 
would have helped me out m proper season Again and 
again have my eyes been opened to my conduct , but it was 
ever too late, it was evei lu vain ' How nchly do I merit 
Jamo's censure ' I imagined I had seized it , how dimly did 
I purpose to employ it, to commence another life • Could I, 
might I have done so F It avails not for mortals to complain 
of Fate or of themselves ' W^e are wretched, and appointed 
for wretchedness ; and what does it matter whether blame of 
ours, higher influence or chance, virtue oi vice, wisdom or folly 
plunge us into rum ? Farewell ' I will not stay anothei 
moment in a house, where I have so fearfully violated the 
rights of hospitality Your brother’s indiscretion is un- 
pardonable , it aggravates my sufifermg to the highest pitch, 
it drives me to despair ” 

"And what,” replied Eothano, taking Wilhelm by the 
hand, “ what if your alliance with my sister were the secret 
article on which depended my alliance with Theiesa F This 
amends that noble maiden has appointed for you, she has 
vowed that these two pairs should appear together at the altar 
* His reason has made choice of me,’ said she , * his heart 
demands Natalia my reason shall assist his heart.’ We 
agreed to keep our eyes upon Natalia and yourself, we told 
the Abbd of our plan, who made us promise not to intermeddle 
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vith tins union, or nttempt to forward it, but to suffer e\eiy- 
tliing to take its course 'We hve done so. Nature bas 
performed her part, our mad brother only shook, the npc 
fruit from the branch And now , since w e have come together 
so unusually, let us lead no common life , let us w ork togctlicr 
in a noble manner, and for noble purposes > It is inconccii able 
how much a man of true culture can accomplish for himself 
and others, if, without attempting to rule, he can be the 
guardian o\cr many, con induce them to do that in season, 
which the> arc at anj rate disposed enough to do , can guide 
them to their objects, which in general thej see with due dis- 
tinctness, though thej miss the rood to tlicm Let us make a 
league for this it is no enthusiasm , but an idea which may 
be full\ executed, which indeed is often executed, only with 
impel feet con'-ciousncss, bj people of bcncsolcncc and worth 
Jsatnha is a hung instance of it. No other need attempt to 
nial the plan of conduct winch has been presenbed b^ nature 
for that pure and noble soul ■" 

Ho bad more to say, but Fncdncb with a shout came jump- 
ing in “ tVlint a garland base I earned • " cried he “ bow 
will >ou reward me? Mjrtle, laurel, isj, leases of oak, the 
freshest jou can find, come twist tlicm I base merits far 
hcTond them all Natalia is thine • I am tlie conjuror who 
raided this treasure for thee ” 

“ Ho ms es,” said tV ilhclm , “ I must go ” 

“ Art thou empowered to speak inquired X/othano, hold- 
inc W ilhclm from retiring 

“Il\ m\ own authontj,*’ said Fncdncb, “and the grace of 
God It was thus I was the wooer, thus I am the messenger 
I hsU acvl at the door , she told the Abbe c\ era thing ■" 

* Ilarefeced rogue* who bade thee listens" *said LoUiarjo 
“ \% ho bade her bolt the door - " cned Fncdncb “ I heard 
it jJl siit -was m •> wondnms pucker In the night wlitn 
I'liix stcncxl so ill, ej>d was King half upon her knees «nd 
thoas‘Crt *’tl)ng comfortless befon her, sharing Uu beloved 
hkad, she made a vow, tb-t »f tht child dual, she would conf-s 
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her love to thee, and offei thee her hand And now when the 
child hves, why should she change her mind? What we 
promise under such conditions, we keep under any Nothing 
wanting but the parson ' He will come, and marvel what 
strange news he brings ” 

The Abb^ entered *‘We know it all,” cued Eriedrich 
“be as biief as possible, it is mere formalify you come foi , 
they never send for you or me on any other score ” 

“He has listened,” said the Baion — “Scandalous*” ex- 
claimed the Abbd 

“Now, quick •” said Friedtich “How stands it with the 
ceiemonies ? These we can reckon on our fingers You must 
tiavel, the Marchese’s invitation answers to a hairsbreadth 
If we had you once beyond the Alps, it will all be right the 
people are obliged to you for undertaking an3rthing sui^rising , 
you piocure them an amusement which they are not called to 
pay for It is as if you gave a free ball , all ranks partake 
in it ” 

“In such popular festivities,” replied the Abbe, ‘'you have 
done the public much service in your time, but today, it 
seems, you will not let me speak at all ” 

“If it is not just as I have told it,” answered Fiiednch, 
“let us have it better Come round, come round, we must 
see them both together ” 

Liothario embiaced his fiiend, and led him to Nataha, who 
with Theresa came to meet them All were silent 

“ No loitering ' ” ciied Enednch “ In two days you may 
be ready for your travels Now, think you, friend,” contmued 
he, addressing Wilhelm, “ when we first scraped acquamtance, 
and I asked you foi the pretty nosegay, who could have sup- 
posed you were ever to receive a flower like this from me ^ ” 

“ Do not, at the moment of my highest happiness, remind 
me of those times > ” 

“ Of which you need not be ashamed, any more than one 
need be ashamed of his descent The times were very good 
times only I cannot but laugh to look at thee , to my mind. 
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thou rcscmhlcst Saul the son of Hish, who went out to seek 
his father’s asses, and found n kingdom '' 

“ I know not the worth of a kingdom," answered Wilhelm , 
** but I know I liav c attained a happiness which I have not 
descried, and which I would not change with onjUiing in life " 
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on 

THE HENUNCIANTS 

A NOVLL 

To trive! now Ih* Apprentice does essay. 

And c\cr} step is girt with doubt and danger 
In truth ho uses not to sinir or praj , 

Hut IS his psUi perplex’d, tins toilsome nngcr 
Docs tom an earnest cio, ■when mist’s aboso lam. 

To his own heart, and to tlie hearts th it lose him 



Scarce could tell you rightlv 
Whether I 'm the same or not , 

If you task me very tightly 

Yes, this IS my sense you'>e got. 
Sense that vexes, then assuages. 
Now too light, and now too dark. 
But m some few hundred pages 
May again come to the mark 



Does Portune try tbcc ^ She had cance to do’t> 

She trjBird thee abstinent obc}, bo muto ! 

ttlint, sb'ip’et tbon hero at the trorld ! 'tis shapen lonpr ago 
TliC Afakcr pliapcd it, he tliouglit it best c\cn «o 
Thy lot IS appointed, go folloar its best , 

Th} couiso IS begun, thou must tralk, and not rest. 

For sorwyw b»< 1 «we ean'aot alter llvj case , 

And running, not raging, uiU uin thee the race 

rnwcri tells us, n most royal man, 

Tlie deepest licart and highest head to scan 
‘ In CTCrj place, nt cseiy time, thy surest chance 
L’es in Decision, Justice, Tolerance ' 

M\ inlicrilancc, how wide and fair • 
lime IS nis citato, to lime 1 m heir 


Isow It IS Dav , be doing even one • 

I or tho Night cotneth, wherein work can none. 



And BQ 1, m Tale adjoining. 

Lift old treasures into day , 

If not gold or perfect coming, 

They are metals anyway 
Thou canst sort them, thou canst sunder. 
Thou canst melt and make them one 
Then take that with smiling wonder. 
Stamp it like thyself my son 
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CHAPTER I 

THK TLIGHT IKTO EGYPT 

Wiiiirtsr Tras sitting under the shndou of n huge crag, on n 
shnggj' imprcssix c spot, ivlierc tlie steep mountain-path turned 
abruptly round a comer down into the chasm The sun was 
still higli, and brightening the tops of the pine-trees in the 
clefts at his feet Ife was looking at something in his note- 
book, when Peliv, who had been clambering about, came to 
him with a stone in his hand “t^niat is the name of this 
stone, father ^ " said the boj 

“ I know not,** answered Wilhelm 

“ Can this be gold that glitters in it so ? ’ said Fcliir 
“ No, no,” replied Wilhelm , “and now I remember, people 
call it iniua, or cat-gold ” 

“Cat-gold said the ho\, smiling “And whj 
*' 1 suppose because it is false, and csits arc reckoned false 
too” 

“ Well I will note that,” said the son, and put in the 
stone beside the rc-t, with wbicb he had alrcad> filled his 
pocktLs 

Swarceli war this oior, when, adowai llie sleep path, a 
stir ’igc t no igh rpptarente C’»me in sight. Twoboi* htauliful 
e* «la \, — .11 coloured jacket*, which \ou iniclit Iiaic taken for 
oa*»r shirts — came bounding down one ifler tin oUitr, and 
W»»1>{1 pi h"d opjwrhimlj of aicwing llnm more closth, as 
thp\ f’Uc*-i.d, on ol” -ling him, and stopped for a nioinenk 
Kouad the iKlf l»o\ - ]i<.ad waicd r«ch fair loci*, i.h’cli mui 
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looked at first, on observing him , and then his clear blue eyes 
attracted your attention, which spread itself with delight over 
his beautiful shape The younger, more like a friend than 
a brother, was decked with brown sleek hair, which hung 
down over his shoulders, and the reflection of which appeared 
to be imaged in his eyes 

These strange, and in this wilderness quite unexpected 
beings, Wilhelm had not time to view more narrowly, for he 
heard a man's voice calling down round the comer of the crag, 
in a serious but friendly tone 

“ Why do you stand still ? Don’t stop the way • ” 

Wilhelm looked upwards , and if the children had surprised 
him, what he now saw filled him with astonishment A stout, 
firmset, not too tall young man, tucked up for walking, of 
brown complexion and black hair, was steppmg firmly and 
carefully down the rock-way , and leading an ass behind him, 
which first presented its glossy well-tnmmed head, and then 
the fair burden it bore A soft lovely woman was seated on 
a large and well-pannelled saddle in her arms, within a blue 
mantle which hung over her, lay an in^nt, which she was 
pressing to her breast, and looking at with indescribable 
tenderness The man did as the children had done , faltered 
for a moment at sight of Wilhelm The beast slackened its 
step, but the descent was too precipitous , the travellers could 
not halt, and Wilhelm ivith astonishment saw them vanish 
behind the contiguous wall of rocks 

Nothing was more natural than that this singular pro- 
cession should cut short his meditations He rose in no small 
curiosity, and looked from his position tonai^s the chasm, 
to see whether they would not again make then appearance 
somewhere below He was ^ust about descending to salute 
these strange travellers when Felix came climbhig up, and 
said “ Father, may I not go home ivitli these boys to their 
house'’ They want to take me with them Thou must go 
too, the man said to me Come* They are waiting down 
there ' ” 
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"I will speak %vitli them,'" answered Wilhelm 
He found them at a place where the path was more lc\cl, 
and he could not but ga/e in wonder at the singular figures 
whicb had so strongly attracted his attention Not till now 
had it been in Ins power to note the peculiarities of the group 
The joung stout man, he found, had a joiner’s axe on his 
shoulder, and a long thin iron square The children bore in 
their hands large sedge-tufts, like palms , and if in this point 
thej rc'cmblcd angels, thej likewise carried little baskets with 
shop-wares in them, tlierebj resembling the little daily posts, 
ns thej pass to and fro o\er the Mountains Tlie mother 
also, he observed, on looking more leisurclj, wore under her 
blue niniitlL a reddish raild-coloured lower garment, so that 
7Vir rhffht ttUo which our friend had so often seen 

painted, he now with ninarcmcnt saw bodied forth before 
Ills ejes 

The strangers exchanged salutations , and os Wilhelm, from 
surprise and attention, could not speak, the joung man said 
“ Our children ha\e formed a friendship in these few moments 
Mill jou go with us, to sec whether some kind relation will 
not •spring up between the elder parties aho?” 

M'llhelm licthoiiglit him<=clf an instant, and then answered 
“The a*;pci,l of jour little familj procc*ssion awakens trust and 
good-will, and to confi-ss it franklj, cuiio'silj no lc<is, and a 
li%t.l\ desire to be better acquainted with jou Eor at the 
lip’ll chiiicc, one iniqht ask himtclf the question M'hcthcr 
JOU arc ml IraM-lltiv, or oiilj Spirits that take pleasure 
111 tnlntiiing these uiiinh ihitable iMountains bj pleasant 
M«-!nns 

‘‘77wn coi’ic hnniL with us to our dwelling,” said the other 
* Col with us<” tried the children, alrcadj drawing I'eliv 
eton,: with tluni “Conic with us»” viid the woman, turning 
lu r ’■t'fi kindlint"- from the suckling to the slrengor 

M ilhout rc Peeling, M ilhtlni nn'-wered “I am sorrj tlial 
for th* p't sent tionuni 1 cannot follow sou This mght, 
at It v't, 1 mu->t »»p mi up •-,1 llie lionit r-hou«-c Mj port- 
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manteau, my papeis, all is Ijang up there, unpacked, intrusted 
to no one Sut that I may prove my ivish and purpose to 
satisfy your friendly invitation, take my Felix with you as a 
pledge Tomorrow I shall see you How far is it ?” 

"We shall be home before sunset,” said the carpenter 
“ and from the Sorder-house you are but a league and a half 
Your boy increases our household for this night, and tomonow 
we expect you ” 

The man and the animal set forth Wilhelm smiled thought- 
fully to see his Felix so soon received among the Angels The 
boy had already seized a sedge- tuft, and taken the basket from 
the yoimger of his companions The procession was again on 
the point of vanishing behind a ledge of rock, when Wilhelm 
lecollected himself, and cried **But how shall I inquire you 
out ? ” 

“ Ask for St Joseph * ” sounded from the hollow , and the 
whole vision had sunk behind the blue shady wall of clifFs A 
pious hymn, uplifted on a chorus of several voices, rose echoing 
from the distance , and Wilhelm thought he could distinguish 
the voice of his Felix among the rest 

He ascended the path, and thus protracted the peiiod of 
sunset Tlie heavenly star, which he had more than once lost 
sight of, illuminated him afresh as he mounted higher, and it 
was still day when he reached his inn Once more he dehghted 
himself with the vast mountain-prospect, then withdrew to 
his chamhei, where immediately he seized his pen, and passed 
a part of the night in writing 

Wtlhelm to Natalia 

Now at last I have reached the Summit, the summit of the 
Mountains, which will place a stronger separation betivixt us 
than all the tract I had passed ovei before To my feeling, 
one IS still in the neighbourhood of those he loves, so long as 
the streams run down from him towards them Today I can 
still fancy to myself that the twig, which I cast mto the 
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forest-brooV, ninj perhaps float dowi to her, maj in a few 
da} s land at her garden , and thus mir spirit send*, its images 
more casilj, our heart its sympathies by the same downward 
course But oieron the other side I fear, there rises a wall 
of diMsion against the imagination and the feelings Yet this 
perhaps is but a \ain an'<ciety , for oser on the other side, after 
nil, it will not be othcrinsc than it is here What could part 
me from thee* From thee, who=e own I am fores cr, though 
a strange destiny sunders me from thee, and unexpectedly 
shuts the hcaicn to vhich I stood so near I had time to 
compose myself , and yet no time could have sufliced to give 
me that composure, had I not gained it from thy mouth, from 
thy lips, in that decisive moment How could I have tom 
myself away, if the enduring thread had not been spun, whicTi 
IS to unite us for Time and Eternity ^ Yet I must not speak 
of all tins Thy tender commands I wiU not break on this 
mountain top, be it the last time that I name the word 
Separation before tlieo* My life is to become a restless 
v-andenng Strange duties of the wanderer have I to fulfil, 
and peculiar trials to undergo How I often smile witliin 
myself, when I read the terms winch thou presenbedst to mt, 
which I pre«:cnhcd to myself Mans of them have been kept, 
mans broken, hut even while breaking them, that sheet is 
of use to me, that testimonial of my lost confession, of mv 
last absolution it speaks to me as an autliontativ c con- 
'cicncc, and I again turn to tlic nght path I watch myself, 
and rav fvulLs no longer rush like mountain-torrents, one over 
the other 

, ^ ^ confess to thee, I many tums wonder at those 

Itaclu-rs and Guides of men, who impose on thtir scl,ol'>rs 
nolIiMiir Init external mcchanual duties They make the task, 
for tliLinselvts and the world, a light one For this very pari 
of riv obbgvtm-v,. wlmh at iir-t seemed the luavic^t the 
strangist, I now ob<trve with greatest esse, wjUi create t 
»at4s*’~i.*ion 

1 at » i.ot to lavond three days under one roof I am 
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to quit no mn without removing at least one league from it 
These regulations are in tiuth calculated to make my life a life 
of Travel, and to prevent the smallest thought of settlement 
from taking hold of me Hitbeito I have fulfilled this condi- 
tion to the letter, not even using all the liberty it grants me 
This IS the first time that I have paused here, for the first 
time, I sleep three nights in the same bed. Erom this spot I 
send thee much that I have heard, observed, laid up for thee 
and early in the morning, I descend on the other side , in the 
first place, to a strange family, I might almost say, a Holy 
Family, of which, in my Journal, thou wilt find farther notice 
For the piesent, farewell , and lay down this sheet with the 
feeling that it has hut one thing to say, but one thing which 
it would say and repeat forever, yet will not say it, will not 
i epeat it now, till I have once more the happiness of lying at 
thy feet, and weeping over thy hands for all that I renounce. 

Momtng, 

My packing is done. The porter is girdmg the portmanteau 
on his dorsel As yet the sun is not up , vapours are stream- 
ing out of all the hollows, but the upper sky is clear We step 
down into the gloomy deeps, which also will soon brighten over 
our heads Let me send my last sigh home to thee i Eet my 
last look towards thee be yet blinded with involuntary tears ' 

I am decided and determined Thou shalt hear no more com- 
plaints from me thou shalt hear only what happens to the 
wanderer And yet now, when I am on the point of ending, a 
thousand thoughts, wishes, hopes and purposes come crowding 
through my soul Happily the people force me away. The 
porter calls me , and mine host has already in my presence 
begun sorting the apartment, as if I were gone thus feelmg- 
less, imprudent heirs do not hide, from the departing testator, 
their preparations for assuming management 
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CHAPTER II 
ST JOSEPH THE SECOND 

AirrAD'i had the wanderer, following his porter on foot, left 
the steep rocks behind and nho\e him , already were they 
traversing a softer mid range of lulls, and hastening through 
manj a well-pruned wood, over many a friendly meadow, 
forward and forward, till at last they found themselves on a 
declivity, and looked down into a beautifully cultiv ated vallcj, 
begirt on all sides with hills A large monastic cdincc, half 
in rums, half in repair, inimediatclj attracted their attention 
“Tins IS St tToseph,” said the porter “Pitj for the fine 
Church ' Do hub look how fresh and firm it still holds up 
its pillars through bush and tree, though it has loin man> 
hundred ^cars in dcca^ ■" 

“The Cloister, on the contrarj,*’ said Wilhelm, “I observe, 
IS kept in good state " 

“Yes,” said the other, “there is a steward lives here, 
lit inniinges the husbandry, collects the dues and tithes, which 
the people for and wide have to pa^ him ” 

So speaking, thej had entered through the open gate into 
a spacious court, surrounded wiUi earnest-looking, well-kept 
buildings, and announcing itself as the residence of some 
ptsccfiil romniumtv Among the children placing in the 
ntca, t\ ilhclm noticed I'tlix , the other two were the Angels 
of last night Tlic fricndlv tno came running tow arris him, 
with salutations anrl assurances that papa would soon be bock 
He in the mean while, llicj said, must go into the hall, and 
rr<t himstlf 

How siirpn'cd was Wilhelm when the children led him into 
tin*- "ps’^mcnl v liicli thi v named the hall Passing directlj^ 
froti th? court, through a lorgt door, our wandmr found 
hims'lfin a vc-v clcsnlv undeevved Cliapcl, which, however, as 
lu saw VMrll Cl ough, had Ik *' 11 fitl*. I up for the donurslic uh_s of 
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daily life On the one side stood a table, a settle, some chans 
and benches , on the other side a neatly-carved dresser, with 
variegated pottery, jugs and glasses Some chests and trunks 
were standing m suitable niches, and, simple as the whole 
appeared, there was not wanting an air of comfort , and daily 
household life looked forth from it ivith an aspect of invita- 
tion The light fell in fiom high -windows on the side But 
what most roused the attention of the wanderer, was a senes 
of coloured figures painted on the wall, stretching under the 
windoivs, at a considerable height, round three quartets of the 
Chapel , and hanging down to the wainscot, which covered 
the remainder of the wall to the ground The pictures repre- 
sented the histoiy of St Joseph, Heie you might see him 
first employed with his carpentiy work , here he meets Mary, 
and a lily is sprouting fiom the ground between them, while 
Angels hover round observing them Here his betrothing 
takes place, next comes the salutation of the Angel Here 
he IS sitting disconsolate among his neglected work, he has 
laid-by the axe, and is thinking to put away his wife But 
now appears the Angel to him in a dream, and his situation 
changes With reverence he looks on the new-boin Child in 
the Stable at Bethlehem, and piays to it Soon after this, 
comes a wonderfully beautiful pictuie You observe a 
quantity of timber lying diessed , it is just to be put together, 
and by chance two of the pieces form a cioss The Child has 
fallen asleep on the cioss, his mother sits by, and looks at 
him with heartfelt love , and the foster-father pauses with his 
labour, that he may not awaken him Next follows the Flight 
into Egypt it called forth a smile from the gazing traveller , 
for he saw here on the walls a repetition of the living figures 
he had met last night. 

He had not long pursued his contemplations, when the 
landlord entered , whom he diiectly recognised as the leader 
of the Holy Caravan They saluted each other cordially 
much conversation followed , yet W^ilhelm’s chief attention 
continued fixed on the pictuies The host observed the feel- 
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ing of liTi guest, and began with a smile “ No doubt jou arc 
wondering at tlic strange accmdancc of this building with its 
inhabitants uhoin jou got acquainted vitb last night Yet 
it IS perhaps still more bingular than y on suppose the building 
has in truth formed the inhabitants For alien the inanimate 
has life, it tan also produce what has life ■" 

“ Yes, indeed •” ansivcrcd Wilhelm, “I should be surprised 
if the spirit, which worked so powerfully in this mountain- 
solitude long centuries ago, and drew round it such a mighty 
hod\ of edifices, poseesMons and rights, diffusing in return the 
blessings of manifold culture os or the region, could not still, 
out of these ruins, manifest the force of its life on some lising 
being But let us not linger on general reflections , make me 
acquainted with your histoiy , let me know how it can 
povsibly base happened, that without affectation and pre- 
sumption, the past again represents itself in you, and what 
was, again is” 

.Tu«t as WiHiclm was expecting rcsponsiie information 
from the bps of his host, a fiiendlj loicc in the court cned 
“Joseph •” The man obeyed it, and went out 

“So he too IS Joseph' 'said Wilhelm to himself “This 
is strange enough^ and yet not so strange as that, in his life, 
he should personate his *'aint.” At the same time looking 
through the door, he st.w the A irgin IVIolhtr of last night 
speaking with her husband They parted at 1 ist, the woman 
walled towards the opposite building ‘‘Mary," cried he after 
h< 1, “a 1 ord more ” 

“ ?o she loo is "Man said \\ ilhthii inwaully “Little 
wo lid m"kt me feel a, if I wore tninsporlcil eighteen hundred 
M into the post* ^ He thought of the solemn and secluded 
nil s in which he i ns of the wrecks ind silence all round, 
"ud a str iigc aiiliqi«>*ri*in lunnd cninc o\cr him It was time 
foi the 1 1 .dlord and childnn to cone in Ihe latter called 
for ^^^iIlIlp. to ,uid vail as the landlord had sbll sonic 
-- to chi \i ii nor lime in mow tin ruin' of the 
t'H ‘ah, wi‘h its n .n\ shafts md columns ' dh its high peaks 
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and walls , which looked as if gathering strength in the 
influence of wind and weather, for strong trees fiom of old 
had taken root in the broad hacks of the walls, and now in 
company with grass, flowers and moss in great quantities, 
exhibited bold hanging gardens vegetating in the air Soft 
sward-paths led you up the banks of a bvely brook , and 
from a little elevation our wanderei could now overlook the 
edifice and its site with more interest, as its occupants had 
become still more singular in his eyes, and by their harmony 
with their abode had awakened his liveliest curiosity 

The promenaders returned , and found in the religious hall 
a table standing covered At the upper end was an aim-chair, 
in which the mistress of the house took her seat Beside her 
she had placed a high wicker cradle, in which lay the little 
infant , the father sat next this on her left hand, Wilhelm on 
her right The three children occupied the lower space of 
the table An old serving-maid brought in a well-prepared 
meal Eating and drinking implements alike pointed to the 
past The children afforded matter for talk, while Wilhelm 
could not satisfy himself with looking at the foim and the 
bearing of his saintly hostess 

Their repast over, the company separated The landlord 
took his guest to a shady spot in the Ruin, where, from an 
elevated station, the pleasant prospect down the valley lay 
entire before them , and farther off, the heights of the lower 
country, with their fruitful declivities and woody backs, were 
seen protruding one behind the other "It is fair,” said the 
landlord, " that I satisfy your curiosity , and the rather, as I 
feel that you can view the strange with seriousness, when you 
find it restmg on a serious ground This rehgious foundatiOT, 
the remains of which are lying round us, was dedicated to the 
Holy Family, and in old times noted as a place of pilgrimage 
foi many wonders done in it The Chmch was consecrated 
to the Mother and the Son It has lam for several centunes 
in rums The Chapel, dedicated to the Holy Foster-father, 
still remams, as does likewise tlie serviceable part of the 
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Cloiitcr The revenues ha%e for many jeam belonged to a 
temporal Prince, who keeps n steward here, this steward am 
I. son of the lost stenard, nho also succeeded Ins father in 
the ofhcc 

“ St Joseph, thougli any regular worship of him has long 
ceased here, had been so helpful to our family, that it is not 
to be wondered at, if they felt particularlj well incbncd 
towards him hence came it that they had me bap tired by the 
name of Joseph, and thereby, I may say, in some sense deter- 
mined my wliolc future way of life I grew up and if I used 
to help m> father in managing the dues, I attached my self as 
qladly, nay, still more gladly, to my mother, who cheerfully 
distnbut«i her bounty according to her fortune, and for her 
kindness and good deeds was known and lo\cd o\cr all the 
"Mountains Ere long she would send me out, now Ibis sray, 
now that, now to fetch, now to carry, now direct, and I 
stry speedily began to be at home in tins sort of pious 
occupation 

“ In general, our Mountain life has something more humane 
m it than the life of lowlmdcrs The inlinbitants here are 
nearer, and, if you will, more remote also Our wauls are 
smaller, but more pressing Each man is placed more on liis 
own fooling, be roust icam lo depend on lus own hands, on 
his own limbs 'ilio labourer, the post, the porter, all unite 
in one pe rson , tacli of us is more connected witli the other, 
metis him ofltncr, and lues svith him in joint actiMts 

“As I wras still young, and m\ shoulders could not licar 
bcasy burdens, 1 fell upon a thought of furnishing a little nss 
with panniers, which 1 might dnac bcfoxc me up and down 
Hie slt>, footpaths In the Mountains the ass is no such 
tn vpic-b'e -n,mal as 1.1 the plain country, where the lalxiurer 

III .t pin.i ,Iis ^ illi horse., reckons himself better than he Uiat 
I rns Ins forrov- with oven And I walked bclnnd my lieast 

itfi tlu !i s h-s t .1 on, a.. 1 h-d before’ obss-rvctl in the ChaiKl 
tl'it .*i •'*11 il of ih s s .me s,-.-t had been promoted to 
I ’’ur a to ei*rN t.od ana !n« Mother Tins t'hajvcl was 
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not then, however, in the state you now see it in It had been 
treated as a carthouse, nay, almost as a stable Firewood, 
stakes, implements, barrels and ladders, eveiytlung that came 
to hand, lay huddled together in it Lucky that the pictuies 
were so high, and the wainscot could stand some hardships 
Rut even in my childhood, I used many a time to clamber 
over the wood, and dehght myself with looking at the pictures, 
which no one could properly explain to me However, I 
knew at least that the Saint whose life stood depicted on these 
walls was my patron , and I rejoiced in him as much as if he 
had been my uncle I waxed in stature, and it bemg an 
express condition, that whoever meant to aspire after this 
post of Schaffher must practise some handicraft, our family, 
desiring that I might inherit so good a benefice, determined 
on putting me to learn some trade , and such a one, at the 
same time, as might be useful here in our upland way of life 
“ My father was a cooper, and had been accustomed to 
supply of himself whatever was required in that sort, from 
which there arose no little profit, both to himself and the 
country Rut I could not prevail on myself to follow him in 
this business My inchnation drew me irresistibly to the 
]Oiner trade , the tools and mateiials of which I had seen, 
from infancy upwards, so accurately and circumstantially 
painted beside my Patron Saint I signified my wish nothing 
could be objected to it, the less, as in oui frequent buildings, 
the carpenter is often wanted here , nay, if he have any sleight 
in his trade and fondness for it, especially in forest districts, 
the arts of the cabinet-maker, and even of the carver, lie close , 
beside his province And what still farthei confirmed me in 
my higher purposes was a pictuie, which now, alas, is almost 
effaced If once you know what it is meant to represent, you 
may still be able to decipher the figures, when I take you to 
look at it St Joseph had got no lower a commission than 
to make a tin nwe for King Herod The royal seat was to be 
erected between two given pillars Joseph carefully measures 
the breadth and height, and fashions a costly throne Rut 
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liow Rstonislicd IS he, how alarmed, on carrying his finished 
work to the place the tlironc is too high, and not broad 
enough King Herod, as we know, nas a man that did not 
understand jesting the pious wnght is in the greatest per- 
plexitj Tlie dixinc Child, accustomed to follow him esciy- 
where, and in childlike humble sport to carry his tools after 
him, obscrics his strait, and is iramcdiatcljr at hand with 
ndMce and assistance He requires of his Foster-father to 
take hold of the throne bj the one side, he himself grasps it 
bj the other, and both begin to pull Easily and pliantly, as 
if it had been made of leatlicr, the carved throne evtends 
in breadth, contracts proportionably in lengtli, and fits itself 
to the place with the nicest accuracy, to the great comfort 
of the reassured Master, and the perfect satisfaction of the 
King 

“Tins throne was, in my -^outh, quite distinctly sisible, 
and bj the remains of the one side jou will still be able to 
discern, that there sras no want of carving on it, whicli 
indeed must have been easier for the pointer, than it would 
hove been for the carpenter, had such a thing been required 
of him 

“Tliat circumstance, howcTcr, raised no scruples in me, 
hut I looked on the handicraft, to which I had devoted mjself, 
in so honourobic a light, that I was all impoticncc to be 
rpprtnliccd to it a longing whidi was the easier to fulfil, as 
o master of the trade lived in our neighbourhood, who worked 
for the whole district, and kept several apprentices and 
joiirnrvincn about him Tims I continued in the ncighhour- 
Invod of mv parents, and to a certain estent pursued mv former 
w i V of life also, seeing I cmplovtd mv hi'-ure hours and 
holvdavs in doing those cliantahlo messages which mv mothtr 
still intrusted to me 
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CHAPTER III 
THE VISIT 

“So passed several years,” continued the narrator. “I 
very soon comprehended the principles of my trade , and my 
frame, expanded by labour, vas equal to the undertaking of 
everythmg coimected mth the business At the same time, I 
kept managing my ancient service, which my good mother, or 
rather the sick and destitute, required at my hands 1 moved 
with my beast through the Mountams , punctually distributed 
my lading, and brought back from shopkeepers and merchants 
what we needed here at home 

“My master was contented with me, my parents also 
Already I enjoyed the satisfaction, in my wanderings, of seeing 
many a house which I had helped to raise, or had myself 
decorated For, in particular, that last notching of the beam- 
ends, that carving of certain simple forms, that branding-m of 
pretty figures, that red-painting of certain recesses, by which 
a wooden house in the Mountains acquires so pleasant an 
aspect , these arts were specially intrusted to me, as I always 
made the best hand of such tasks, having Herod’s Throne and 
its ornaments constantly in my head. 

Among the help-needing persons, whom my mother took 
pecuhar charge of, were particularly young wives near the 
time of their confinement , as by degrees I could well enough 
remark, though in such cases the commissions given me were 
veiled in a certain mystery My messages, on these occasions, 
never reached directly to the party concerned but everything 
passed through the hands of a good old woman, who lived 
down the dale, and was called Frau Elizabeth My mother, 
herself skilful in the art which saves life to so many at their 
very entrance into life, constantly maintained a good imder- 
standing ivith Frau Elizabeth, and I often heard, m all 
quarters, that many a one of our stout mountaineers stood 
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indebted for his cvistence to these two women The sccrccj, 
-with ivhich Ehstabelh rccei-\cd me at all times, her pointed 
replies to nij enig-maltcal questions, which I myself did not 
understand, awoke in mo a singular rcsorcnce for her, and her 
house, which was cvtrcmelj clean, appeared to me to represent 
a sort of sanctuary 

IVfcanwliilc, by mj acquirements and adroitness in my 
craft, I had gained considerable influence in the family As 
m> father, in the character of cooper, had taken charge of the 
cellar and its contents, I now took charge of roof and room, 
and repaired many a dam"ged part in the old building In 
particular, I contnsed to make some fallen bams and out- 
houses once more scrviccnblc for domestic use, and scarcely' 
was this done, when I set about clcamng and clearing out my 
bclorcd Chapel In a few days, it was put in order, almost ns 
you see it at present and such pieces of the wainscot ns were 
rlnmagcd, or nltogclhcr wanting, I had endear oured, as I went 
along, to restore in the same fashion as the rest These folding- 
doors at Uic entrance too, you might think were old enough, 
yet Ihci arc of my workmanship I passed scserni years, in 
caning them at leisure hours, has mg fiiNl mortised Uic body 
of Uu m firmly together out of strong oaken planks "W lial- 
eser of the pictures had not been clfaccd or injured at that 
time has smee continued unimpaired, nnd I assisted our 
gloriLT in a new house he was crotting, under the condition of 
his putting in coloured windows here 

“If Hit c figurt-s and thoughts on the Saints lift had 
hitherto occupied iny iiiiagination. the whole impressed il«clf 
on me with much rport liveliness, now that 1 could again regard 
th" plaio as a sarctuary , could linger in il, and niu*e at leisure 
on wjiat 1 s*‘w or * onjcrlurcil Thtia lay in me an irrc-^stinlc 
dt 'a to feilov^ 1 1 Hjo footsteps of tli's Saint , and as a similar 
h'vlo*-! was not to b“ loole-i for in tl»e«e limts I dttcrniintil 
CO* iittiacjng m\ iV'-mbtaiiCi from the lowest ]H>int i*p 
wrnrds, ft* indct 1, In llm u.c of nn be-st of burden, I h .d 
!\ CO* m-'*rt>l it lo'ig ngo Tilt sn*"’! rrcal ire, s h.rh I 
1 . 


o 
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had hitherto employed, would no longer content me I chose 
for myself a far more stately carrier, and got a large stout 
saddle, which was equally adapted for riding and packing A 
pair of new baskets were also procured , and a net of many- 
coloured knots, flakes and tufts, intermixed with jingling tags 
of metal, decorated the neck of my long-eared beast, which 
might now show itself beside its model on the wall No one 
thought of mocking me, when I passed over the Mountains 
in this equipment people do not quarrel with Benevolence for 
putting on a strange outside 

“ Meanwhile, war, oi rather its consequences, had approached 
our district, for dangeious bands of vagabond deserters had 
more than once collected, and here and there practised much 
violence and wanton mischief By the good oidei of our Pro- 
vincial Militia, by patrolling and prompt watchfulness, the 
evil was very soon remedied but we too quickly lelapsed mto 
our former carelessness, and, before we thought of i!^ new 
disorders broke forth 

For a long time all had been quiet in our neighbourhood, 
and I had travelled peacefully with my ass along the accus- 
tomed paths , till one day passing over a newly-sown glade of 
the forest, I observed a female form sitting, or rather lymg, at 
the edge of the fence-ditch She seemed to be asleep or in a 
swoon I endeavoured to recall her and as she opened her 
eyes and sat upright, she cned with eagerness ‘ Wheie is he? 
Did you see him ? ’ I asked ‘ Whom ? ’ She replied * My 
husband • ’ Considering her extremely youthful appearance, I 
had not been expecting this reply yet I contmued, so much 
the more kindly, to assist her, and assure her of my sympathy 
I learned that the two travellers had left their carriage, the 
road being so heavy, and struck into a footpath to make a 
shorter cut Hard by, they had been overtaken by armed 
marauders, her husband had gone off fighting with them; 
she, not able to follow him far, had sunk on this spot, and lain^ 
there she knew not how long She pressingly begged of me 
to leave her, and hasten after hei husband. She rose to her 
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feel, nnd Uie fntrest, lo\ chest form stood before me, jet I 
could easily observe, that she was in n. situation, in which she 
might soon require the help of my mother and I'mu Elizabeth 
We disputed n while for I wished, before all, to bring her to 
some place of safely , she wished, in the first place, to have 
lidin|»s of her husband She would not lease the tiace of him , 
mid all my arguments would, perhaps, have been unavailing, 
h vd not a party of our Mihtin, w hich llie tidings of fresh 
mtsde'cds had again called out into service, chanced to pass 
that way through the forest These I iiifoimcd of the matter, 
with them the necessary arrangements were made, the place 
of meeting appointed, and so the business settled for the time 
With great expedition I hid my pnnnicr> in a neighbouring 
cave, which had often served me before as a repository I 
adjHvlwl my saddle for easy riding and not v itliout a strange 
rniolion, lifted the fair burden on my willing beast which 
knowing of itself what path to choose, left me at liberty to 
walk by her side 

** Vou can figure to yourself, without my describing it at 
large, in what a strange mood I was Wlmt I had long been 
'eekiiig, I bad now found I felt ns if I were dreaming and 
tlun n«^in as if I were avrakcning from a dream That 
hewciilv form, which I saw ns it were hovering in the air, and 
bti'diiirr aside from the green branches, now seemed to me like 
a dream vtIucIi luid ri'cn in iiiv soul through those figures lu 
the C nap» 1 boon those ficurcs Ihcni'-elvc-. seemed to me to 
hive lux 11 only dnains, v hich were here issuing m a fair 
r< 'ililv cHtd licr inanv things she niiswcml me softly 
"•.d i mdlv, w Ks^imcd a disntiud dislres,. She often dcsind 
I..** wlu t we r, iihed any open height, to stop, to look round, 
to l’*'ti,i Shi devmd me v«iUi suth cr-ics with «ueh a dcci» 
w st^’l fnim imdtr her long black eye lasbc', Ibat 1 could 
not but do v.h ‘ever lav m mv power, «iv,nt last I climbed 
totlu top of * h''J,,obta-v b ambicss pint. Wurbad tbs 
b * of mv banoit s been leose wchomt to never bad 
f I v.uh ^nat.t jov b'l.oghi down ribbons *.nd «ilks from «adi 
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elevations at festivals and fairs But for this time, alas, I 
came back without booiy , above, as below, I could hear or see 
nothing In the end, she herself called me down, and beckoned 
to me earnestly with her hand; nay, at last, as in gliding 
down, I quitted my hold a considerable way up, and dropt on 
the ground, she gave a scream, and a sweet kindhness spread 
over her face as she saw me before her unhurt 

“ Why should I tell you in detail of the hundred attentions, 
with which I strove the whole way to be pleasing, to divert 
her thoughts from her grief? Indeed, how could !• Font 
is the very quahty of true attention, that at the moment it 
makes a nothing all To my feeling, the flowers which I broke 
for her, the distant scenes which I showed her, the hills, the 
woods which I named to her, were so many precious treasures 
which I was giving her to obtam for myself a place among her 
interests, as one tiies to do by presents 

“Already she had gained me for my whole life, when we 
reached our destination, at that good old woman’s door, and I 
saw a painful separation dose at hand Once more I ran ovci 
all her form, and as my eyes came on her feet, I stooped as if 
to adjust something in my girdle, and kissed the daintiest shoe 
that I had ever seen, yet without her noticing me I helped 
her down, sprang up the steps, and called in at the door 
‘ Frau Ehzabeth, here is a visitor ' ’ The good old woman 
came dovm and I looked ovCi her shoulders towards the 
house, as the fair being mounted the steps, with graceful 
sorrow, and inward painful self-consciousness, till she grate- 
fully embraced my woithy old woman, and accompanied her 
into the better chamber They shut the dooi, and I was left 
standing outside by my ass, like a man that has delivered a 
loading of precious wares, and is again as poor a earner as 
before 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE LIEY-!s'lALK 

“T •iLjU lingcnng in mj departurcj for I knew not 

wliRt to do if I were gone, when Frau Eliznbetli came to tlie 
door, and desired me to «!cnd my motlicr down to her, and 
tlieii to go about, and, if possible, get tidings of the husband 
‘itari begs jou \cr^ much to do this,’ said she ■‘Can I not 
speak \ itli her again m^btlf replied I * That will not do,’ 
said IjIiAibcth , and we parted In a short time I reached 
our dwelling, nij mother was rcadj that same night to go 
o\cr, and be helpful to the \oung stranger I hastened down 
thi countn, thinking I should get the surest intelligence 
at the bailifl s Hut the bailifl himself was still in uiicci- 
tamts , and as I was known to him, ho insiUd me to pass 
111'* night there It stemed intcmiinabh long, and still I 
had the fair form before mj ejc«, ns she sat gtnUs iwa>ang in 
the saddle, and looking down to me so sorrowful and fricndlj 
J^sirs moment I hoped for news To Uio worthy husband I 
iionc-lU sTislicd life and safets and jet I lilcd so well to fanc\ 
her a ssidow: • TJie ranging troops h^ little and little colkctctl , 
and after mam sanable rumour" the certein^ at last came to 
light, that the carnage was sased, hut the hapless trasillcr 
df'd of his sTounds m a neichbouring Milage I learned abo, 
tlml aceordnig to our first arrangement, some of the parts 
had gtino to eommunicalc the mclrnehols tielings to Frau 
J hral'^lli conseapenll^ I hatl nothing mo*a; to do ihcri 
Yet a b •’ladle-' iinpa^unre, an inuntasurnhle longing, d rose 
m< o.e- wc'ou nr»l moiu.tam once more to liir Ihrc-hold It 
wi* the doo* wa.‘ shut 1 saw light in the room 1 aav- 

*■* 1 " ki .< rioMt sz «>n tin c ml,*ins aad thus 1 «at s-"‘ching snj 
'* !*• ‘’pp ' 't‘ ‘h'* hei*"^ still on tin* point of kaoclim- 
»s d s**U w ehi b\ mam sonsi h r’lina' 

“ It i »i '■’a ’Id I go on *t'‘cnb'm» to sou vl at i* m it*s!f 
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of no interest? In short, next morning too the house was 
shut against me They knew the heavy tidings, they needed 
me no faither, they sent me to my father, to my work, they 
would not answer my inquiries , they wanted to be nd of me 
*‘For eight days this sort of treatment had continued, 
when at last Erau Elizabeth called me in ‘ Step softly, my 
fiiend,’ said she , ‘ but enter without scruple ’ She led me into 
a tnm apartment, where, m the comer, through the half- 
opened curtains, I saw my fair one dressed, and sitting upright 
in the bed Erau Elizabeth went towards her as if to 
announce me , lifted something from the bed, and brought it 
me wrapt in the whitest swathings, the prettiest boy • Frau 
Elizabeth held it straight betwixt the mother and me, and 
just then the Eily-stalk occurred to me, which in the picture 
springs from the ground between Joseph and Mary, as witness 
of their puie relation From that moment, I was certain of 
my cause, certain of my happiness I could approach her with 
freedom, speak with her, bear her heavenly eye, take the boy 
on my arm, and imprint a warm kiss on his brow 

"‘How I thank you for youi love to that oiphan child 
said the mother Unthinkmgly, and briskly, I cried ‘ It is 
no orphan any longer, if you hke • ’ 

“ fVau Elizabeth, more prudent than I, took the child from 
my hands, and got me put away 

“To this hour, when I chance to be wandering over our 
mountams and forests, the remembrance of that time forms 
my happiest entertainment I can still recall the sbghtest 
particulars , which, however, as is fit, I spare you at present 
TVTeeks passed on , IMary was recoveied , I could see her 
oftener, my intercourse with her was a tram of services and 
attentions Her family circumstances allowed her to choose 
a residence according to her pleasuie She first stayed witli 
Fiau Ehzabeth , then she paid us a visit, to thank my mother 
and me for so many and such friendly helps She liked to live 
with us , and I flattered myself that it was partly on ray 
account "What I wished to tell hei, however, and duist not 
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utter, cnmc to words in ft singular and prcltj ivise, when I took 
her into the Chnpcl, which 1 had tlien fitted up os a habitual 
ftpartmont I showed her the pictures, ond explained them 
to licr one after the other , and so doing, unfolded the duties 
of ft Foster fftthcr in so ^ is id and cordial a manner, that the 
tears came into her c^cs, and 1 could not get to tlio end of my 
picturc-cxhibibon I thought myself certain of her alFcction, 
though I V as not proud enough to wish so soon to cfFncc the 
niemoty of her husband The law imposes on widows a year 
of mourning, and, in truth, such an epoch, which includes in 
it the change of all carthlj things, is necessary for a feeling 
lienrt, to nncxiatc the painful impressions of ft great loss We 
•^cc the flowers fade and the leases fall, but we likewise see 
fruits ripen, and new buds shoot forth Life belongs to the 
hung, and he who Incs must be prepared for Mcissitudes 
** I non spoke ivilh m} motlier on the concern wliich la^ so 
near my heart She thereupon disclosed to me howgncious 
to 'Mnr> Uie death of her husband had been, and how she had 
home up and gathered courage again, solel> from the thought 
Umt she must Inc for her child inclination was not 

unknown to tlic women , and alrcadj iMarj had accustomed 
hcneir to the idea of Inmg with us She staged n while 
longer in the neighbourhood , then 'he came up to us, and we 
li\«l for a time in the gentlest and happiest stale of betroth 
mriit At last we wedded Tlial feeling, i.hich had fiivt 
dmwm us together did not fade aw as 1 lit duties end jo\s 
of till FaUicr and the rosttr-fallicr were united and so our 
lit Me feiiiily, u it increased, did certainly surpass its prolotjpe 
in number of ]>crsons. but tht -nrlucs of that pallem in 
ro'jwet to faithfulness and pnnt\ of sentiment*, were e icredU 
in iintai it-d and practw'xl b\ us And so nl«o in fnendli 
1 abili de we 1 ecp up the < \lcnial appearance whicJi we, l>a 
rectdCj t am\<a* at, end wh<r}i fils our intimal 'tele s(> well 
fir tin'^i*,li all of t*s arc nood walKcr*, and slo*it b’^arcr*' of 
V t *nt, the b a’t o*"!' »rJen *UU remains m our company when 
an\ b iS'mvs or si'il t’J-iT u» tliro.igh the*' riojnL»irs an! 
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valleys As you met us last night, so does the whole country 
know us , and we feel proud that our walk and conversation are 
of such a sort as not to throw disgrace on the saintly name and 
figure, whose imitators we profess to be ” 


Wilhelm to Nalaha 

I now conclude a pleasant half-marvellous history, which I 
have just written down for thee, from the mouth of a very 
worthy man If I have not always given his very woids, if 
heie and there, in describing his sentiments, I have expressed 
my own, this, considering the relationship of mind I feel with 
him, was natural enough His reverence for his wife, does it 
not resemble that which I entertain for thee ? And is there 
not, even in the first meeting of these lovers, something 
similar to ours ? But that he is fortunate enough to walk 
beside his animal, as it beais the doubly-beautiful burden, 
that he can enter at evenings with his family possession 
through the old Cloistei-gate , that he is inseparable fiom his 
own loved ones , in all this I may well secretly envy him. 
Vet I must not complain of my destiny, seeing I have 
promised thee that I will suffer and be silent, as thou also hast 
undertaken 

Many a fair feature in the domestic union of these devout 
and cheerful peisons, I have been obliged to omit , for how 
could it be depicted in writing? Two days have passed over 
me agreeably , but the third warns me to be mindful of my 
farthei wayfarmg 

With Felix I had a little quarrel today He was almost for 
compelling me to break through one wholesome regulation, 
for which I stand engaged to thee It has been an error, a 
misfortune, in short an arrangement of Fate with me hitherto, 
that before I am aware, my company increases, that I take a 
new burden on my shoulders, which thenceforth I have to 
bear drag along with me So in my present wanderings 
no third party is to become a permanent associate with us. 
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Wc arc, ■tvc will and must continue Two , and just non a 
new, and not pleasing connexion seemed about to be 

established 

To the children of the house with vhom Fchv has gailj 
passed these dajs in sporting, there had loincd himself a little 
merry beggar-boj , wlio, submitting to be used or misused ns 
the pltij required, had scrj soon got into fasourwith Foli\ 
Rj snnotis hints and expressions, I non gathered that the 
latter had found himself a plajmatc for the next stage of our 
joumcj Tlie hoy is tnown in this quarter, and everywhere 
tolerated for his Iisdj humour, and non and then obtains an 
alms Me, howeser, he did not please, and I desired our host 
to get him sent anaj This lilvcwisc took place, but Fcliv 
was angrj at it, and nc had a little flan of discord 

In the course of this affair, I discos cred something which 
nos pleasant to me In the comer of the Chapel, or hall, 
stood a box of stones , s\hich Felix, -nho, since our wandering 
through the Mountains, has acquired an excessise fondness 
for tnincmis, eagerly dren forth and examined Many pretty 
eye-catching things were among them Our landlord said, 
the child might choose out what he liked these were tht 
remains of n largi collection which a friend had despatched 
thence a short wlnle ago He called this pervon J Ionian , 
and lliou wilt casil> suppocc how glad I was to hear this 
itamt, under svlncli one of our best friends is traselliiig, one 
to whom we owe so much Ilaxing inquired into date and 
circumstances, 1 can now hope to meet him ere long on my 
pilgrim ngc. 


CHAPTER Y 

Tin news that Montan was in the nnghbourliood had mad" 
ill.t^m rtflixt He eorsjderxd tliat it ought not to bi lift 
to lasme atone wlitther he shouhl mu I with s,, estimaUe a 
fiund, thes^fon* h, rvpiinti of 1 ,, landlord if thtv did not 
towards wh » .juirter this iraMlle- ha 1 tuned his 
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course No one had any information on this point and 
Wilhelm had determined to pursue his pilgrimage on the 
former plan, when Felix cned * If Father were not so strange, 
we might soon find Montan ” 

" What way ? ” said Wilhelm. 

Felix answered Little Fitz told us last night that he 
could trace out the stranger gentleman, who had many fine 
stones with him, and understood them well ” 

After some talkmg, Wilhelm at last resolved on makmg the 
experiment , purposing, in the course of it, to keep so much 
the sharper watch on the suspicious boy Fitz was soon 
found , and, hearing what was to be done, he soon produced 
mallet and chisel, and a stout hammer, with a little bag , and 
set forth, running merrily before the party, in his mining 
accoutiements 

The way went to a side, and up the Mountains The 
children skipped on together, jBrom crag to crag, over^ stock 
and stone, over brook and bourn, and without having any 
path before him, Fitz pressed rapidly upwaids, now looking to 
the right hand, now to the left As Wilhelm, and especially 
the laden porter, could not follow so fast, the boys often ran 
back and foiward, singing and whistling The aspect of some 
new trees arrested the attention of Felix, who now for the 
first time formed acquaintance with larches and fir-cones, and 
curiously surveyed the strange gentian-shrubs And tlius, in 
their toilsome wandering, there lacked not from time to time 
a little entertainment But all at once they were fronted by 
a bamcado of trees, which a storm had hurled togethei m a 
confused mass “ This was not in my reckonmg,'” said Fitz 
** Wait here till I find my way again , only have a care of the 
cave up there , no one goes mto it, or near it, without gettmg 
harm, or having tricks played on him ” 

The boy went off in an ascending direction the poiter, on 
the other hand, grumbling at the excessive difficulty of the 
way, set down his luggage, and searched sidewards and down- 
wards for some beaten path 
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No Fooncr did Eeliv see himself alone with his father, than 
his cunositj anokc, and he glided softly towards the cave 
Wilhelm, 11110 gaic him lease, obsencd after some time that 
the child was no longer in sight He himself mounted to the 
case, at the mouth of which he had Inst seen the boy , and, 
on entering, he found the place empty It was spacious, but 
could be taken in at a glance He searched for some other 
outlet, and found none The matter began to be serious He 
look the whistle, which he wore nt his button-hole, an answer 
to his call came sounding out of the depth, so that he was 
uncertain whether he •should take it for nn echo , when, shortly 
afterwards, Fcb\ peeped out of the ground , for the chink 
through which he looked was scarcely wide enough to let 
tliratigh his head 

Whnt nrt thou nhout tlierc ? cried his father 
“Iltish*” said Felix “ art thou alone 
“Quite alone,*’ answered Wilhelm 

“ 'J'hcii go quick,” cried the boy, “ and fetch me n couple of 
strong cliilis ” 

’S\ilhelm went to the fallen timber, and with his hanger 
cut on n pair of thick slaaes, Feliv took them, and innislicd, 
basing fir*.t called to Ins father “ Eet no one into the ca\e ’ ” 
Afttr some lime, Felix ened " jVnoJlicr pair of stascs, and 
largtr ones •" ith these also liis father proiidctl Inm, mid 
waiUd anxiousb for the solution of bis nddle At IcngUi 
tilt bo\ 1 md mjiidly from the cleft, and brought a little box 
Willi bun. not larger than an ocla\o aolunic , of rub antique 
•ipptiramc, it seemed to be of gold, decorated willi enamel 
* I’lit il up, fallier." said the boy, “mid let none see if” 
ill ilm bid rot time to a>k main questions for IIh\ nlreuU 
b»a*-il tlte c-’ll of the reluming porter, mid scarech had thoi 
jo. wil him, 1 bin the little sqmre al*o began to •.bout and 
w«i€ from ntum 

O'. l» - r eppsiaih, be critd out ‘ Mo.itan is not far ofl I 

Im t we Oi-U si'o 1 1 i.'fi lujTj »* 

“Huv ran ^ tliuii Inm tbi» •* san* \A ilbelm 


**in wild 
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a forest, where no human being leaves any trace behind 
him ?” 

“That IS my knack,” said Eitz; and, like a will-o’-wisp, he 
hopped olF hither and thither, in a side direction, to lead his 
masters the strangest road 

Felix, in the mean while, highly satisfied in the ti ensure 
he had found, highly delighted at possessing a seciet, kept 
close by his father, inthout, as formerly, skipping up and 
down beside his comrade He nodded to Wilhelm with 
spaikling eyes , glancing towards his companion, and making 
significant faces, to indicate how much he was above Fit? 
now, in possessing a secret entirely wanting to the other He 
earned it so far at length, that Fitz, who often stopped and 
looked about, must very soon have noticed it Wilhelm 
therefore said to Febx “ My son, whoevei wishes to keep a 
secret, must hide from us that he possesses one Self-com- 
plaisance over the concealed destroys its concealment ” Fehv 
restrained himself, but his former gay free manner to his 
comrade he could not now attain 

All at once little Fitz stood still He beckoned the rest to 
him “ Do you hear a beatmg ? ” said he “ It is the sound 
of a hammer striking on the rock ” 

“ We hear it,” answered they 

“ That is Montan,” said he, “ or some one who will tell us 
of him ” 

Following the sound, which was repeated from time to 
time, they reached an opening m the wood, and perceived 
a steep high naked rock, towering over all the rest, leaving 
even the lofty forest deep beneath it On the top of it they 
descried a man he was too far off to be recognised Im- 
mediately the boys set about ascending the precipitous path 
Wilhelm followed ivith some difficulty, nay, danger for the 
person that climbs a lock foremost always proceeds ivith more 
safety, because he can look out for his conveniences , he who 
comes after sees only whither the other has arrived, but not 
how The boys soon reached the top, and Wilhelm heard 
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a *'hout of joy “It is Jiirno, ’ cried I'clit to his fatlicr and 
•Tamo immediately came forward to a rugged spot, stretched 
out his hand to his friend, and drew him up Tliej embraced, 
and welcomed each other into the free skycj air, witli the 
rapture of old friends 

But scarcely had Ihcj stept asunder, when a giddiness came 
oscr 'Willielni , not so much on his own account, as at seeing 
the bojs hanging oicr the frightful nbjss Jnmo observed 
it, and ininicdi ilcl\ bide all sit down “Nothing is more 
natural," said be, “ than that wo i-bould grow gidds at a great 
sight, which comes unexpectedly before us, to make us feel at 
once our littleness and our greatuess But there is not in the 
world any truer cnjovmcnt, than at the moment when we arc 
so made giddv for the first lime ” 

‘ Are these, then, dovrn there, tlic great Mountains we 
climbed over? inquired Felix “How little they' look' 
And here," continued he loosening n ciu mb of stone from the 
rock, “is the old cat-gold again this is found everywhere, 
1 suppose*' ’ 

“It IS found far and wide," answered .Tarno, “and as thou 
art asking after such llnng., I may bid thee notice, that thou 
nrl now Mlting on the oldest niuunlain. on the earliest rock 
of this worhl " 

“Was the world not made at once, then ? ' «aid Felix 
llartllv ,~ nnsw cred -Tamo “ cood bread needs bal ing ' 

* Down llierc ’ stmJ I^hx, “is aiinther sort of rock and 
there ns;ain another and still again another," cried he, poinl- 
mg fixtm tin nearest mountains to the more remote, and «n 
dow nward to the' |ilain 

It was R Ivexulifiil day, and Tamo let them survev the 
lo'jJIv prt-npii I n, ebjrtil Here' and there stood *cve'r>el other 
1' 1 s, sinul-r b* the n’i< our trasellers were em A stcondarx 
'Me trvts r WfT^, ,|r moiiiitnins seemed "s if sltajr-cbng up, but 
''•J lot be for vltaui that height. Farther off the surface 
I I'te 'cl -*1111 Hi 'Te , set ngvin some ''ringelv protmding 
fo-» , r,' ’ to v'ew .\t IasI, i,, the rei.iot' ui'lsi ce Istcj 
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were visible, and riveis, and a fruitful country spread itself 
out like a sea And when the eye came back, it pierced into 
frightful depths, sounding with cataiacts, and connected with 
each other in labynnthic combination 

Felix could not satisfy himself with questions, and Jamo 
was kind enough to answer all of them in which, however, 
Wilhelm thought he noticed that the teacher did not always 
speak quite truly and sincerely So, after the unstaid boys 
had again clambered o^ Wilhelm said to his friend “Thou 
hast not spoken with the child, about these matters, as thou 
speakest to thyself” 

“That indeed were a heavy requisition,” answeied Jamo 
“ We do not always speak, even to ourselves, as we think , 
and it IS not fit to tell others anytlung but what they can 
take up A man understands nothmg but what is com- 
mensurate with him To fix a child’s attention on what is 
present , to give him a description, a name, is the best thing 
we can do for him He will soon enough begin to inquire 
after causes.” 

“ One cannot blame this latter tendency,” observed Wilhelm 
“The multiphcity of objects perpleves every one, and it is 
easier, instead of investigating them, to ask directly. Whence 
and Whither?” 

“And yet,” said Jamo, “as children look at what is present 
only superficially, we cannot speak with them of Ongm and 
Object otherwise than superficially also ” 

“Most men,” answered TVilhelm, “continue all then days 
in this predicament , and never reach that gloiious epoch, in 
which the Compiehensible appears to us common and insipid 
“It may well be called glorious,” answered Jarno, “for 
it IS a middle stage between despair and deification ” 

“Let us abide by the boy,” said Wilhelm, “who is at 
present my first care He has somehow got a fon^ess for 
minerals, smce we began this journey. Canst thou no 
impart so much to me as would put it in my power to satis^ 
him, at least for a time f ” 
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“Tlmt ■will not do,” snid Jamo “In e%erj new depart- 
ment, one must, in the first place, begin again os a child, 
throw a passionate interest oser the subject, take pleasure 
in the shell, till one has the happiness to arnse at the 
kernel ” 

“ Tell me, then,” said Wilhclin, “ how host thou attained 
this knowledge? Eor it is not so \cij long, after nil, since 
p uled ’ 

“Mv friend,” sud Jamo, “we were forced to resign our- 
selves, if not forever, at least for a long season The first 
thing that occurs to a stout-hearted man, under such circum- 
stances, IS to begin a new life New ohiccts will not sufiicc 
him, these serve onlj for diversion of thought, he requires a 
new whole, and plants himself in the middle of it ” 

“Rut vriij, Uicn,” inlci^ptcd 'Wilhelm, “choose this 
strangest and loneliest of all pursuits ? ” 

“Even because of its loneliness,” cned Jamo “Mon I 
wished to n'void To them wc can give no help, and thej 
hinder us from helping ourselves Arc thoj' hnppj, vre must 
let them persevere in their stolidities, arc thej tinhnppj, wc 
must save them without disturbing these stolidities, and no 
one ever asl s whether Thou art happy or unhappj ” 

It Is not quite so bad with them, surclv,” answered 
Wilhelm, smiling 

“I will not talk thee out of th\ happiness," said Jamo 
“ G<» 0.1 Ihj wa\, thou sicoiid Diogenes • not Ihv I,nnip 

in davhjjhl go out* Down on tliat side lies a new world 
heforc thee hut I dare wnjrcr, thinue stand there as m the 
ohi oni If thou cnnsl not pimp, and pa\ debts, tliou 
nvailrst nothing” * 

“\tt thiv -.ini to me more entertaining than th\ dt.ad 
kkJ-s. s'dVill'oj,,, 

No* tl rv ' anvwtixd Jnriio “for m\ rocks arc at Ica^t 
1' toniprchcnv b>t ” 
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CHAPTER VI 

Th£ two iinends had descended, not without care and 
labour, to leach the children, who were now lying in a shady 
spot down below With almost gi eater eagerness than their 
picnic repast, the collected rock-specimens were unpacked by 
Montan and Felix The latter had much to ask, the former 
much to nominate Felix was delighted that his new teacher 
could give him names for all, and he speedily committed tliem 
to memory At length he produced another specimen, and 
asked “ What do you call this, then ? ” 

'lvf<^TifnTi viewed it with suipiise, and said “ Where did you 
get it ? ” 

Fitz answered piomptly “I found it myself , it is of this 
country ” 

" Not of this quartei,” said Montan Felix rejoiced to see 
his master somewhat puzzled " Thou shalt have a ducat,” 
said Montan, “ if thou bring me to the spot where it hes ” 

“That IS easy to earn,” answered Fitz, “but not im- 
mediately ” 

“ Then describe the place to me accurately, that I may not 
fail to find it but the thing is impossible, for this is a 
cioss-stone, which comes fiom Santiago in Compostella, and 
which some stranger has lost, if indeed thou hast not stolen 
it from him, for its curious look ” 

“ Give your ducat into my master’s hands," said Fitz, “ and 
I will honestly confess where I got the stone In the ruined 
chuich at St Joseph, there is hkewise a ruined altar Under 
the top-stones, which are all broken and heaped together, 
I discovered a layer of this rock, which has been the founda- 
tion of the other , and bioke off" from it as much as I could 
come at If the upper stones were cleared away, one might 
find much more of it there ” 

“Take thy ducat,” said Montan, “thou deservest it lor 
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lhi<s di«jo>cr> It K preltj enough Men naturally rejoice 
wlicn inanimate nature produces any likeness of what they 
loie and rcicrcnce Nature then appears to us in the form 
of a Sibyl, uho lias beforehand laid down a testimony of 
ivliat had been determined from Eternity, and was not to be 
realised till late in Time On tins rock, os on a sacred 
nnstenous primeval basis, tlic priests had built tbcir altar “ 

\\ ilhelm, vrho li id listened for a u bile, and observed that 
manj names, many designations, were repcatcdl\ mentioned, 
again signified bis former wmb, that Montan would impart 
to linn so much as was required for the primary instruction 
of the boy “Give that up," replied Montnn “There ih 
nothing more fngblful than a teacher who knows only what 
his scholars arc intended to know lie who means to tcncli 
others, may indeed often suppress the best of what be knows 
but be must not be balf-instrucled " 

“ Hut where are such perfect teachers to be bad '■*’ 

“These thou wilt find very easily," replied Montan 
“Where, then said Wilhelm, with some unbelief 
“ Wliere the thing thou art wishing to Icam is in practice,” 
said "Mont an * Our best instruction we obtain from complete 
conversance Dost thou not Icam foreign languages best lit 
the countries where Ibcv are at home * — whore only these anti 
no other slnl c thy car ’ ” 

And so it was among the ^Mountains ” inquired Wilhelm, 
“that tbs Inowlrdqe of Mountains was acquired F" 

‘ Of course " 

“ Wjtliojt help from men-" 

•‘At l*'a«L owls from men vrho were miners. There, where 
tht J’ygi'i t*v. a'hir».d by the met allie vein-, bore lliroiich tlie 
rosk, ri»-V.ing the intsnor of the varlh accessible and in n 
Ihou^sad wvs c.idt .'ounng to «-olvc UiC han*est problems, 
thrrv i* ll • pl»c^ where- an inqmrirc thud cr o 'ght to take 
h slatid Hr !o s oi nctio 1 and clort watcltes the 
< lift \trr{'',«cs; T\io -v' in the suec,* ful n*id Ihr 
I -i ’c*.,' --^el What i- l*» fel fomis hit a par* of t*>t' 

V IJ i> 
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Jmpoitant Eully to possess, to command, and rule an 
object, we must first study it for its own sake ” 

“ Is there such a place in the neighbourhood ? ” said 
Wilhelm I should like to take Eelix thither ” 

“The question I can answer in the aflirmative,” replied 
Montan , “ the project not exactly assent to At least, I must 
first tell thee, that thou hast the power of choosing among 
many other branches of activity, of knowledge, of art, for thy 
Eelix , some of which might perhaps smt him better, than this 
sudden fancy which he has taken up at the moment, most 
probably from meie imitation ” 

“ Explain thyself more cleaily,” interrupted W ilhelm 
“Thou must know, then,” said Montan, “that we are heie 
on the borders of a Province, which I might justly call a 
Pedagogic Utopia In the conviction that only one thing can 
be earned on, taught and communicated with full advantages, 
several such points of active instruction have been, as it were, 
sown over a large tract of countiy At each of these places 
thou ivilt find a little world, but so complete ivithm its hmita- 
tion, that it may represent and model any other of these 
worlds, nay, the great busy woild itself” 

“I do not altogether comprehend what thou canst mean by 
this,” interrupted Wilhelm 

“Thou shalt soon comprehend it,” said the other “As 
down, not far from this, among the Mountains, thou wilt, in 
the first place, find collected round a mass of metalliferous 
rocks, whatever is of use for enabling man to appropriate these 
treasuies of Nature, and, at the same time, to acquire general 
conceptions of moulding the ruggedness of inanimate things 
more dextrously to his onn purposes , so, down in the lowest 
level, far out on the plain, where the soil spreads mto large 
meadows and pastures, thou wilt find establishments for 
■mnnngm g another important treasure which Nature has given 
to men ” 

“ And this ? ” inquired Wilhelm 

“ Is the horse,” replied the other “ In that last quarter. 
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tliou art in the midst of Gvcr> tiling winch can instruct one on 
tlic training, diet, growth, and likewise employment of this 
noble animal As in these hills all arc busy digging, boring, 
climbing, so there nothing is more anxiously attended to than 
the young brood, springing, as it were, out of the ground, 
and e\ery one is occupied foddering, graying, driniig, leading, 
curbing them, mountmg their backs, and in all sorts of mose- 
menls, natural and arlifianl, coursing with tlicm o\er the 
plain ” 

Tclix, who had approached in the deepest attention, ex- 
claimed. interrupting Iiini “ O, thither svill we ' That is the 
prettiest, the best of all 

“It is far thither,’’ answered Jnrno , “and thou wilt find 
something more agrccnblc and suitable, perhaps, by the way — 
^Vny specie^ of nctrvits,*’ conlmucd he, “attracts the fondness 
of a child , for tsers thing looks easy* tliai is practised to per- 
ftctioii All hcginniiigs are hard, says the proicrh This, in 
a certain sense, may be true, hut we might say, with a more 
unirersal application All beginning*, are easy , and it is the 
last steps Uiat are climbed most rarely and with greatest 
ditliruUy *" 

ilhclm, who had been reflecting in the mean while, now 
said to Monlan “ Is it nctunlls so, ns thou sayest that tlici.e 
people base separated the snrious sorts of activity, hoUi in Uic 
praclirt and l< aching of them 

“'nuj have done it," said Montan, *’and with reason 
\\ liatevtr any man has to ctTcct must emanate from him hie a 
••**cond self "nd how could tins In. pos'iblc, were not his first 
‘^Ifeitirvly pcrvrdtd by it'" 

** 'll ct ha« rota gtnei->l culture been reel on eel very advan- 

It n -v n'-lh W replied the other tvirylh'ng in 
it< t '■'I- Nov* * thi tim«, of *i»-ct illu> Ilappv lu, who 
i«iw\ ’-»’andv tbi«, • "d vcrl« fo- hip'^tlt ami ollar, in thrt 
'P.r * " 

* in rat ^ n* it cat lo* Ist." rcpl ed il*,clr. * hut till 
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me, if I thought of sending Fehx foi a while into one of these 
elides, which wouldst thou recommend to meP” 

“ It is all one,” said Jamo “You cannot readily tell which 
way a child's capacity particularly points For me, I should 
still advise the meriiest trade Take him to those hoise- 
suhduers Beginning as a groom is in truth little easiei than 
beg inning as an ore-beater , but the prospect is always gayer, 
you can hope at least to get through the world nding ” 

It is easy to conceive, that Wilhelm had many other doubts 
to state, and many farther explanations to require these 
Jamo settled in his usual laconic way , hut at last he broke 
out as follows " In all things, to serve from the lowest station 
upwards is necessary To restrict yourself to a trade is best 
For the narrow mind, whatever he attempts is still a trade, 
for the higher an art , and the highest, m doing one thing, 
does all , or, to speak less paradoxically, m the one thing 
which he does rightly, he sees the likeness of all that is done 
rightly Take thy Fehx,” continued he, “through the Pio- 
\mce, let the Directors see him, they will soon judge him, 
and dispose of him to the best advantage The boy should be 
placed among his equals, otherwise he seeks them for himself, 
and then, in his associates, finds only flatterers or tyrants ” 


CHAPTER VII 

The third day being over, the friends, in conformity to 
the engagement of our Renunciants, had to part , and Jamo 
declared, he would now fly so far into the waste Mountains, 
that no one should be able to discover him “ There is nothing 
more frightful,” said he, “ in a state like ours, than to meet 
an old true friend, to whom we can communicate our thoughts 
without reserve So long as one is by himself, one fancies 
there is no end to the novelties and wonders he is studying, 
but let the two talk a while together, light from the heart, 
one sees how soon all this is exhausted Nothing is endless 
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blit Inanity CIc\cr people •:oon explain thcmseUcs to one 
anollicr, and then the} ha\c done ButnowIiMll dive into 
the cha«m<t of the rocks, and with them begin a mute im- 
fathoninblc conicnation " 

**lla\c a caTC," said 'Wilhelm, smiling, “lest Eitz come 
upon th;y track Ibis time, at least, he succeeded m finding 
thee " 

*‘Hovi didst thou manage that S’” said Montan “After 
all, it lias onl^ chance ” 

“Not in the least," answered Fitr “I mil tell jon my 
Fcc»et, for a fair consideration You mineralogists, whcrcicr 
jou go, keep striking to the right and left , from cicry alone, 
from c^ery rock, breaking off a piece, as if gold and silver 
v'trc hid in them One has but to follon this trace, and 
vvherc any corner shows a fresh breakage, there some of you 
have been One notes and notes, forward and forward, and at 
last comes upon the man ” 

Tit/ was praised and rewarded The friends parted, 
Monlan alone, the little enravon in company "Wilhelm had 

ItUd the place Ihei should make for The porter proposed 
a toad to it , but the cbildrcn bad taken a faney for lookinc, 
bv the wai, nt tlic Giants Caslk, of wbuli Filr bad talked so 
i inch Tclix was cvmous about the large blacl pillars, tlic 
"Tsat door, the cellar, the eaves and vaults, wad hoped In, 
might i>crhaps Jmd soniclhing there something of even greater 
value than the l>ox 

How he tame by this, he had in the interim, informed his 
fathc' Crttpiiig through Iht deft, 1 1 appeared, he had got 
dvw^n into an open space prtllv wdl bghltd , and nolicctl, in 
the corner of it, a lariCc iron cht-l, the Iid of nhicli, thoiieh it 
s-~«, 1 a* lodtai, he could i ot lift, hut only Tai«c a ven little 
To cr‘ into tu.' lu had ciUcd to 1 's father for the slaves, 
tch Is b-d tn J loved p'rtiv a* props u.ulcr tin lid,p <rllv as 
1 V. -a to 1 rave It up and so at length forcui.' hw way into 
O > cl K'd fourd it wl oik empty, exrcpl fo” Iht little box 
w' Iv.r s in o c of tbt DtHiks ’Ibis toy tl.tv had «hien 
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Montan, who agreed with them in opinion, that it should be 
kept unopened, and no violence done to it , for it could not be 
unlocked except by a very complicated key 

The porter declined going with the rest to the Giant’s 
Castle, and pioceeded down the smooth footpath by himself 
The others toiled after Fitz, through moss and tangle , and at 
length reached the natural Colonnade, which, towering over a 
huge mass of fragments, rose black and wondrous into the air 
Yet, ivithout much regarding what he saw before his eyes, Felix 
instantly began inqmnng for the othei promised marvels , and 
as none of them was to be seen, Fitz could excuse himself no 
otherwise than by declaring that these things were never visible 
except on Sundays and paiticular festivals, and then only for 
a few hours The boys remained convinced that the Pillared 
Palace was a woik of men’s hands Wilhem saw well that it 
was a work of nature , but he could have wished for Montan 
to speak with on the subject 

They now pioceeded rapidly down lull, through a wood of 
high taper larches , wliich becoming more and moie trans- 
parent, ere long exposed to view the fairest spot you can 
imagine, lying in the clearest sunshine 

A laige garden, seemingly appropriated to use, not orna- 
ment, lay richly furnished with fruit-trees, yet open before 
their eyes , for the ground, sloping on the whole, had been 
regularly cut into a number of divisions, now raised, now 
hollowed in manifold variety, and thus exhibited a complex 
waving surface Several dwelling-houses stood scattered up 
and down, so that it seemed as if the space belonged to several 
proprietors yet Fitz assured them, that one individual owned 
and directed the whole Beyond the garden stretched a 
boundless landscape, beautifully cultivated and planted, in 
which lakes and rivers might be distinguished in the distance 

Still descending, they had approached nearer and nearer, 
and were now expecting in a few moments to be in the garden, 
when Wilhelm all at once stopped short, and Fitz could not 
hide his roguish satisfaction , for a yawning chasm at the foot 
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of the moiintaiti opened befoic Ihtm, niwl showed on the other 
side a wnll which hnd hitherto been concealed, steep enough 
without, thougli ^ itlnn it was quite filled up with soil A 
deep treneh, therefore, separated them from the garden, into 
irhich ihej w ere dircctlj looking “ We ha\ c still a good 
circuit to make,” said Fitr, “ before we get the road that leads 
in Ilowcier, I know an entrance on this side, which is much 
shorter The anults where the lull-water in time of ram is let 
through, in regular quantities, into the garden, open here 
Ihej arc high and broad enouirh for one to walk along without 
dinicult 3 " The instant Fcliv heard of saiills, he insisted on 
taking this passage and no other Wilhelm followed tlic 
children , and the parU descended the large steps of this 
co\crc«l aqueduct, winch is as now l^inir quite dr^ Dos n 
below, thc% found thcmsclscs sometimes in light, sometimes in 
darkness, according ns the side openings admilled daj, or the 
Stalls end pillars excluded it At last thc^ reached a prctlj 
men space, and were slowU proceeding when all at once n 
•hot went ofi beside them and at the same time two secret 
iron-gr^tcd doors started out, and enclosed them on both 
sales Not indeed the whole of them Wilhelm and I’clix 
onlj stcre caught For Filr, the instant he heard the «hol, 
sprang bad , and the closing grate caught nothing hut hii 
wide shoe he himself nimblv throwing off his jacket, had 
d"rtrd awai without loss of a moment 

'riie two prisoners had scarceU lime to rccoicrfrom their 
as’nmshinent, till thej heart! soicc, wh4th nppe"reil to he 
sh»wl\ nnpmaching In a little t hilc, some armed men wiUi 
lord cs Cairo fornnrtl to the «»rale looking a ilh eager <\es 
wh'-t »rt of capline' I1>ci hid m tdi At the »ame tii e, tliei 
asl Cvi if tht prjsfitti wouhl surrvrtler j'cact aids *' ‘^urrctider 
IS rt I the cord hire'* \\ ilhclm “we rr’alr, ia \ovr 
powr- It 's rat* er o t p rl to rs? , \ lu ll.i r awu wi’t spa*a 
is’ *111 oula w, po 1 ire 1 "\t I •♦no lip to M»u ~ And s.th 
t*. H c-iTah 1*' h-Mlcl l.'s h- .^tr t'lni.** tli r*' ti this 
c.wdh. r VI *1- tre wijv Kd forrat 1 In 
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the party, with gteat compasurc After a shoit while, they 
found themselves in a singular place it was a spacious cleanly 
apartment, with many little windows at the very top of the walls, 
and these, notwithstonding the thick non giatings, admitted 
light enough Seats, sleeping-places, and whatever else is 
expected in a middhng inn, had been provided , and it seemed 
as if any one placed here could want nothing but freedom 
Wilhelm, directly after entering, had sat down to consider 
his situation Felix, on the other hand, on lecovering from 
his astonishment, broke out into an incredible fury These 
large walls, these high windows, these strong doors, this 
seclusion, this restiiction, were entirely new to him He 
looked round and round, he ran hithei and thither , stamped 
with his feet, wept, rattled the doors, struck against them 
with his fists, nay, was even on the point of running at them 
with his head, had not Wilhelm seized him, and held him fast 
between his knees “Do but look at the thing calmly, my 
son,” began he for impatience and violence csmnot help us 
The mystery will clear up, and I must be widely mistaken, or 
we are fallen into no wicked hands Read these inscriptions 
* To the innocent, dcliveiance and lepaiation , to the misled, 
compassion , and to the guilty, avenging justice ' All this 
bespeaks to us that these establishments are works not oi 
cruelty, but of necessity Men have but too much cause to 
secure themselves fiom men Of ill- wishers theie are many, 
of ill-doers not few , and to live fitly, well-doing will not 
always suffice ■” Felix still sobbed , but he had pacified him- 
self in some degree, moie by the caresses than the words of 
his father “ Let this experience,” continued Wilhelm, “ which 
thou gainest so early, and so innocently, lemain a lively 
testimony to thy mind, in how complete and accompbshed a 
century thou hvest What a journey had human natuie to 
travel, before it reached the pomt of being mild even to the 
guiltj, merciful to the injurious, humane to the inhuman ' 
Doubtless they were men of godlike souls who first taught 
this, who spent their lives in rendeiing the practice of it 
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pos<ijblc, and recommending it to others Of the Beautiful 
men are Bcldom capable, oflcnei of the Good and lioiv highly 
should we value those nho cndeaiour, with great ■sacrifices, to 
forward that Good among their fellows **’ 

Eelix, in the courve of tins consolatorj speech, had fallen 
quietlj a«*lecp on his father’s bosom , and scarcelj had the 
latlcr laid him down on one of the rcadj-made beds, when 
the door opened, and a man of prepossessing appearance *stcpt 
in After looking kindly at Wilhelm for some time, he began 
to inquire about the circumstances, which had led him bj the 
pnsale pass'iqc, and into this predicament Wilhelm related 
the affiur ns il stood , produced some papers, which sened to 
explain who he was, and referred to the porter, who, he said, 
must «oon amic on the other side h\ the usual road Tins 
licnig so far explained, tin oflicial person insitcd Ins guest to 
follow him Felix could not be nwnkcntd, and his fallicr 
earned bin asleep from the place which had incited him to 
such siolcnl pvsion 

Wilhelm followed liis conductor into a fair garden-apart- 
imnt where refiX'litiKiils were set down, which he was invited 
to parlnkt. of, whiU the other went to report the stale of 
mallcr> to his ->upcnor hen I elix, on awakening, pcixcived 
n little covered table fruit, wine, hi«cuit, and at the same 
lime the chierful a^peut of a wide open door, he knew not 
wtial to ni’iki of it. lit ran out, he ran hack, he tluiuglit he 
had l>ecn drtaming, and in a little while, with shcIi dainty 
f *n. and Kuch pit asanl vighU, Uic prt-ctding terror and all his 
t»h*lr. tUon had vanished, like an opjirt-vive vismii in the 
h-.*’'»lsi(~' . of r’oniinc 

*1 *>e piiiir had arrived the ofiietr with another man of 
r still fntndl'er a'p'x.t, li’ai.mht bin in, imd the hu«ims-; 
now came to '■-»ht, a* fulUiw«* 'Ihc owmr of this projvjrlv, 
ch*”- 'n tin*. 1 mi;Im »■ thn* he stndiCtl to all 

roi « d h m lt> "ct Tilv n»'ii h''d for *ev»r'd vears Iw n 

a-'c, l/’tit 1, fr«ar 1 Ins b.» wdlc~s vniing plant xlio"- to givt o««i 
tit* »'”p*i 'ihsl to «d’et*>t rialcanfil tu*. vator* grsiUt ' to 
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the negligent, for a certain pnce , and to such as wished to 
trade in it, likewise at a moderate valuation But these two 
latter classes also had required their supphes gratis, as the 
mentonous were treated, and this being refused them, they 
had attempted stealing trees Their attempt succeeded in 
many ways This vexed the owner the more, as not only were 
the plantations plundered, but, by too early thinnin g, often 
ruined It had been discovered that tiie thieves entered by 
this aqueduct , so the trap-gate had been erected in the place, 
mth a spring gun, which, however, was only meant for a 
signal The little boy had, under various pretexts, often 
made his appeaiance in the garden , and nothing was more 
natural, than that out of mischief and audacity he should lead 
the stranger by a road which he had formerly discovered for 
other purposes The people could have wished to get hold of 
him meanwhile his little jacket was brought in, and put by 
among other judicial seizures 

Wilhelm was now made acquamted with the owner and 
his people, and by them leceived with the friendliest welcome 
Of this family we shall say nothing more here, as some farther 
light on them and their concerns is offered us by the subse- 
quent histoiy. 


CHAPTER VIII 
WtOieTm to Natalia 

Man is of a companionable, conversing nature his delight 
IS great when he exercises laculties that have been given him, 
even though nothing farther came of it How often in society 
do we hear the complamt, that one will not let the other 
speak and in the same mannei also we might say, that one 
would not let the other write, were not writing an employment 
commonly transacted in private and alone 

How much people write one could scarcely ever coniecture. 
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I speak not of wiiatis pnnled, though that in itself i*. abun- 
dant enough , but of nil that, in the shape of letters and 
mcmormls and narmtiics, anecdotes, descriptions of present 
eircunislant.c« in the life of indiniduals, sketches and larger 
cs«n\*-» ctreulalcs in secret, of this jou can form no idea till 
^a« linic hied for some tunc in a coinmunitj of cultivated 
famihc", ns I nni non doing In the sjiherc where I am 
moving at present, there is almost as much time cmplovcd 
in informing fnends nn<l relatives of vvhnt is transacted, as 
was cmplovcd in transacting iL This observation, which for 
several weeks has been conslantlj forced on me, I now make 
with the more pleasure, as the writing tendency of 1113 new 
fnmds tnnhlcs me at once and perfectly to get acquiunted 
with thiir characters and circumstances I am trusted , a 
she \f of letters is given to me, some quires of a Travelling 
Journal the Confessions of some mind not yet in unitj with 
it«clf and thus everywhere, in a little while, I am at homi 
I know the ncighhounng circle, I know the persons whose 
acquaintance I am to obtain I understand them better almost 
than they do them<ilves, seeing they are still implicated in 
their filuntion, while I hover lightlv past them, ever with thy 
hand in nunc ever sjxakitig with thee about all I see Indeed 
it i tlu first condition I make, before accepting any confidence 
ofiircd -me, that 1 tnav imparl it to tlicc Here, accordingly, 
are sonic letters whuh will iiilnnhice Uiec into the circle, in 
which, without breaking or cvrdincj my vow, I for Uic present 
revolve. 


THE MU’-imOWN rviAlD 
Ijt’ "»i’o fo / » ,fi (' 

At 1 ,vl, dt ar ’’fttr tbrva ye u>, vou receive nv first 

Mt r. c-v’ fi'’-! to our c.ur-Csi-.cnt, huh. in Imth, 

X ’.a h I «ivl ed to tht worhi end 1 mig>t in it 
r- V »» fd, e» U- ’'i* tl-t r, fwi to foT,»rl Uu luu.ier-kere 1 
1 ► t eirp-r* \ 1 } t* . - I 1 oj-e I tv* return Ihe whuh **aj - 
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Sion of this home I puiposed to retain, and the partial and 
individual was not to confuse me at a distance Meanwhile 
the necessary tokens of life and welfare have, from time to 
time, passed to and fro between us I have regularly received 
money , and little presents for my kindred have been dehvered 
you for distribution By tbe waies I sent, you would see how 
and where I was By the wines, I doubt not my uncle has 
tasted out my several places of abode , then the laces, nick- 
nacks, steel-wares, would indicate to my fan cousins my pro- 
gress through Brabant, by Pans, to London , and so, on their 
writing-desks, woik- boxes, tea-tables, 1 shall dnd many a 
symbol wherewith to connect the histoiy of my joumeyings 
You have accompanied me without hearing of me, and 
perhaps may care little about knowing more Eor me, on the 
other hand, it is highly desirable to learn, through your kind- 
ness, how it stands with the circle into which I am once moie 
entering I would, in tiuth, return from strange countries as 
a stranger , who, that he may not be unpleasant, first informs 
himself about the way and mannei of the household, not 
fancying that, for his fine eyes or hair, he shall be received 
there quite in his own fashion Write to me, therefore, of my 
woi thy uncle, of your fair nieces, of yourself, of our relations 
near and distant, of servants also, old and new In short, let 
your practised pen, which foi so long a time you have not 
dipped into ink for your nephew, now again tint papei in his 
favour Your letter of news shall forthwith be my credential, 
Avith which I intioduce myself so soon as I obtain it On you, 
therefore, it depends whether you will see me oi not We 
altei far less than we imagine , and circumstances, too, con- 
tinue much as they were Not only what has altered, but 
what has continued, what has by degrees waxed and waned, do 
I now wish instantly to recognise at my letum, and so once 
more to see myself in a well-known mirror Piesent my 
heartiest salutations to all omr people, and belie\e, that in 
the singular manner of my absence and my return, there 
may lie more true affection than is often found in constant 
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pnrticipntion nntl intercourse A thousand compliments 

to one and all ' 

Potf^ertpt — ^Neglect not also, my dear Aunt, to say a word 
or tuo about our dependants, how it stands wiUi our stewards 
, and fanners tVlint is become of Vaicnna the daughter of 
that farmer, whom ni\ uncle, with justice certainlj, but also, 
as I thought, with some so\cril>, ejected from Ins lands when 
I vent awaj ? You see. I still remember mans a particular, 
1 still know nil On the past j'ou shall examine -ne, when jou 
hue told me of the present 

YV/c Aunt to Juhetta 

At Inst, dear children, n letter from our thrcc-jcars speech- 
less traicllcr What strange beings tbese strange men arc' 
lie will base it Ibnt his wares and tokens were as good as 
*o manj kind words, which friend inaj speak or write to fntnd 
lie nctuallj fancies himself our creditor, requires from vf, in 
the firnt place, the performance of that sersice, which he so 
unkindls refused 3\hnt is to be done’ Tor me, I should 
hue met Ills wishes forlhwiUi in a long letter, did not tins 
hcadaclu slgmfs too elearls that the present sheet can »carcelj 
h** fiPed We nil long to set. him Do sou, mj dears, under- 
lake Oic husinc'S Should 1 lie rccoacied before jou base 
done I will eoalnbute m\ share Choose the persons and 
cm um stance s, j,,. >ou like best to describe Ibi in Diside the 
ts-sl You will do it all far belter Ilian I Tlic messenger 
will br^ng n.t bad a note from sou 

rfUi to 1 rr Aunt 

We ha\t r* id »il e 'wvjJi r»vl »nd now -end sov b\ the 
I*, '■t’l troLiriievi of the m t*cr. each in particular, hating 
I ’■*1 1 * •J,'”' I td th-*t wt rrt j ot »o cli"nlab*e •*« our ih ar 

A'm I »o h,r ttr-vp r sipb w Now, when lie U"' 1-tj t 
1 si-'','' hut f'.t t* for ih’ate tea-, and still Iceps tbeni 
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hid, we forsooth are to spread'' ours on the table, and play an 
open against a seciet game^ This is not fair, and yet let 
it pass , for the craftiest often caught, simply by his own 
over-anxious precautions But as to the way and nnnnner of 
transacting this commission, we are not agreed To mate of 
our familiars as we think of them, is for us at least a very ^ 
strange problem Commonly we do not think of them at all, 
except in this oi that pai ticular case, when they give us some 
peculiai satisfa<^tion or vexation At other times, each lets 
his neighbour go his way. You alone could manage it, dear 
Aunt, for you have both the penetration and the tolerance 
Hersilia, ^ho you know is not difficult to kindle, has just, on 
the spur of the moment, given me a bird’s-eye view of the 
whole family in all the graces of cancatuie I wish it stood 
on papei, to entice a smile from yourself in your illness, but 
not that I would have it sent My own project is, to lay 
before him our correspondence for these three years , then let 
him read, if he have the heart , or let him come and see with 
lus eyes, if he have not Your XiCtters to me, dear Aunt, are 
m the best order, and all at your service Hersilia dissents 
from this opinion, excuses herself with the disorder of her 
papers, and so forth, as she will tell you herself 


H&tsiha to her Atmt 

1 mil and must be veiy brief, deai Aunt, for the messenger 
is clownishly impatient I reckon it an excess of generosity, 
and not at all m season, to submit our correspondence to 
Iicnardo What has he to do with knowing aU the good we 
have said of him, with knowing all the ill we have said of 
him, and finding out from the latter still more than from the 
former that we hke him? Hold him tight, I entreat you 
Theie is something so precise and presumptuous m this 
demand, m this conduct of his , just the fashion of your young 
gentlemen when they return fiom foreign parts They can 
never look on those who have stayed at home as full-grown 
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persons, like thcrasehes Make jour hcadnclic an excuse He 
uill come, doubtless and if he do not come, vo can wait a 
little Perhaps his next idea may bo to introduce himself in 
some strange secret «ay, to become acquainted with us in 
disguise, and who knows \ hat more maj be included in tlic 
plan of BO deep a gentleman? How prettj and curious tins 
would be* It could not fail to bring about all manner of 
embroilments and developments, far grander than anj that 
could be produced bj such a diplomatic entrance into bis 
familj as he now purposes 

Tlio messenger' Tlie messenger' IJnng up jour old 
people better, or send joung ones This man is neither to 
be pacified with flattery nor wine A thousand farewells ' 

Postscript Jhr Postscript —What does onr cousin want, will 
voii tell me, witli his postscript of Valcnna ? niis question 
of Ins has strucl- me doubly She is the onlj person whom 
ho mentions bj name Ihe rest of us arc nieces, aunts, 
stewards, not persons, but titles Valcnna, our iLawjcr’s 
daughter' In trutfi, a prettj fair-liaircd girl, lliot mnj 
basi glanced in our gallant cousin's ejes before he went 
nwav She is marned well and liappilj , this to jou is no 
news, but to Inm it is, of course, as unknown as cverj thing 
that has occurretl here Porget not to inform him, in a 
postscript, that Aalcnna grew dailj more and more beauti- 
ful, and so at last made a vcr\ good match lliat she is the 
sTife of a neh pmpnetor Tliat the losclj fair-Iiairrd maid 
is mamod Make it perfcctlj distinct to liim Hut neither 
IS tins all. dear AurU How tlie man can so accucitiU 
rc remb^r Ins fl vxca beaded bcaule and jet confound brr 
w,Ui the daigbtcr of that worthless firmer, with a r-iUi 
hund'V Kc of a bnincltc who«e narw was Jsrcl.rwlina, and 
stI.o Ctrl rw's llcascn lua» » wbi'ber. tins, I dcc!"re to \o»*, 
ni<i-*ns f dinflv '''cs>mpri.bin'ib'i n»'d p’l-r'ts me qu.te’tx- 
ci'- «itli I er it 'c* n s as if ojir pnlts lo’sin who pr 't-i 
1 lai I If on 1. gt'i ’ r cmeri. c niUl el anrre rami « r* d is 

*-» a air* s*s-i ~c iVdj-j ' 1 1 qsfl, tl., ,^1^ 
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himself, and would have the faded image re&eshed hy your 
delineation Hold him tight, I beg of you but try to learn, 
for our oivn behoof, how it does stand ivith these Valennas 
and Nachodinas , and how many more Inas and Trinas have 
retained their place in his imagination, while the poor Ettas 
and Ilias have vanished The messenger ' The cursed 
messenger * 


Aimt to liei Nieces 
(Dictated) 

Why should we dissemble towards those we have to spend 
our life with? Lenaido, with all his peculiarities, deserves 
confidence I send him both your letters from these he will 
get a view of you , and the rest of us, I hope, will ere long 
unconsciously find occasion to depict ourselves before him 
likewise. Farewell » My head is very painful 

Berstlta to her Aunt 

Why should we dissemble towards those we have to spend 
our life with ? Lenardo is a spoiled nephew It is horrible 
in you to send him our letters From these he will get no 
real view of us , and I wish with all my heart for opportunity 
to let him view me in some other light ITou give pain to 
others, while you are in pain yourself, and blind to boot 
Quick recovery to your head ’ Your heart is irrecoverable. 

T’/ie Aunt to Hcrsiha 

Thy last note I should hkewise have packed in for Lenardo, 
had I happened to continue by the purpose, which my irre- 
coverable heart, my sick head, and my love of ease, suggested 
to me Your letters are not gone I am just parting with 
the young man, who has been for some time living m our 
circle, who, by the strangest chance, has come to know us 
pretty well, and is withal of an intelligent and kindly nature 
Him I am despatching He undertakes the task with great 
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rc'idinc'i'! lie vill prepare our nephew, and 'end or bring 
him Thus cm jour Aunt recollect hcr'clf in the coiir-e of 
n rush enterpn^t, nnd bend mlo another path Ilcrsiha nl'o 
will take thought, nnd n friendly rcsocntion will not long be 
sranling from her hand 


Wilhelm basing nccuratelv and circumstantinlh fulfilled 
this task, Lcnnrdo answered with a smile *‘Afuch ns 1 nra 
obliged to 3 on for sshnt jou tell me, I must still put another 
question IJid not m3 Aunt, in conclusion, request sou nl'o 
to inform me of another nnd sccnnngl3 on unniiportant 
matter ? " 

Wilhelm thought a moment said he, then, “1 

remcnihcr She mentioned n lads, named Valennn Of her 
I sras to tell 3011 that she is hnppils wedded, nnd esers 1103 
well" 

“You roll a stone from 1113 heart, rcplud I^rcnnrdo “I 
now glndl3 return home, since I need not fear that ms rccol- 
Icelion of this prl lan reproach me there " 

** It hesccnis not mo to inquire wlmf relation sou base had 
to her," « aid Wilhilm “oiils sou mns be at ca-e, if in ans 
was son feel concerned for htr fortune-- ” 

‘ It is the strangest rslation in the world,* rcluriud 
Ixiiarslo “ noi I'c a lose matter, ns son niir;lit perhaps 
emits tun Inns confide in sou, nnd till it, n-- naUotl there 
i nest to nothing to he told Ihit wl) ,t ijiukI sou think, 
when I n'*>iri so i, that tin-- fiUtring in nis reti.rn, ih’s fi nr 
of rrM-ii'P!; oar this -^Irtiv'c prtj» 'r itis e^, ai-d 

inqiiiri' - how thiiics luolt,] il hoiat, h-d no ollnr o'ljret 
but to K-m, hs the wss, lioi it st/md \ iM, this .out ' 

-aoi •.,49- 


‘ lor SOI siill b !r\T, coMlinoe,! li^ ** 1 s,r. 
rv thi* sw tti.s hast p.oph silmia * i,,n , 1 iM.o.d 
1 Iht m, CSC 1 ftfl» *■ n r,> i»*dcra*--’f in-i, n lul rllnid 

-a I liltnt,-- ,xp vers ‘OS’ , .pid. nl 1 i - i- nth 
t-' I rr’ ‘ s, il * bt'o o»iK 1 j|,,t jj • - 
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fortune, I knew, must have changed, and, thank Heaven, it 
has changed for the better ” 

“You excite my curiosity,” said Wilhelm. “There must 
be something singular in this ” 

“I at least think it so,” repbed Lenardo, and began his 
narrative as follows 

“To accomplish, in my youth, the grand adventure of a 
tour through cultivated Europe, was a fixed purpose, whicli 
I had entertained from boyhood, but the execution of which 
was, as usually happens in these thmgs, from time to time 
postponed "What was at hand attracted me, retained me, 
and the distant lost more and more of its charms, the more 
I lead of it, or heard it talked of However, at last, incited 
by my uncle, allured by fnends who had gone forth into the 
world before me, I did form the resolution, and that more 
rapidly than any one had been expecting 

“My uncle, who had to afford the mam reqmsite foi my 
enterprise, directly made this his chief concern You know 
him, and the way he has , how he still rushes with his whole 
force on one single object, and everything else in the mean 
while must rest and be silent, by which means, indeed, he 
has efiected much that seemed to lie beyond the influence of 
any private man This journey came upon him, m some 
degiee, unawares , yet he veiy soon took his measures Some 
buildmgs, which he had planned, nay, even begun, were 
abandoned , and as he never on any account meddles with 
his accumulated stock, he looked about him, as a prudent 
flnancier, for other ways and means The most obvious plan 
was to call-in outstanding debts, especially remainders of 
rent for this also was one of his habits, that he was in- 
dulgent to debtors, so long as he himself had, to a certain 
degree, no need of money He gave his Steward the list, 
with orders to manage the business Of individual cases we 
learned nothmg only I heard transiently, that the farmer 
of one of our estates, with whom my uncle had long exercised 
patience, was at last actually to be ejected, his cautionary 
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pledge, n scinlj supplement to the produce of tins prosecu- 
tion, to be retained, and the land to bo let to come other 
person This man ■was of a religious turn, but not, like 
others of his sect among us, shrewd and nctisc witlial for 
his pietj and goodness he uas loscd b^ his neighbours, but 
at tlu snme time censured for his ■weakness ns the master of 
a house After the death of Ins wife, a daughter, whom we 
usunlh named the Nut-brown hlnid, though nlrcndj gisang 
pronn«e of actiMt^ and resolution, was still too joung for 
taking a decisive managcinciit in short, the man went back 
in his affair*., and mj uncle's indulgence had not staged the 
sinking of Ills fortune 

“ I had m;y joumcj in m^ head, and could not quarrel with 
the means for nctomphshing it. All was rendj , packing and 
sorting went forward, c\cry moment was becoming full of 
bu«iiics« One evening I was strolling tbrougli the park, 
for the K«t time, to take kn\c of mj familiar trees and 
bu*-hc*-, when nil at once Vniinna slept into mj waj for 
such was the girl's name, the other was but a byname, 
occasioned bj her brown complexion She slept into 
wa> ^ 

I^cnardo paused for a moment, ns if considering “How 
ir Oil*, tliCTir" said he “Was her name rcalU Vnlcnna'' 
Vs « ouivh,’' he continued, “but the bsnninc wav more 
commen In short, the brown maid came into mj patli, 
anil pn '•'•'npU culnatvil nio to speak a good word for her 
f-lhtr, for hrrs"lf, lr» m> uncle Knosring how the matter 
sti'nd. "lid seeing slca*-!! tliat it would bt dillicult, na\, 
■«.hle. to do hir aiis «• -sitx at thi- mori'*nt, I candidls 
to’d her 'o «nd stl iKforc lur the bit mew orlhiness of her 
fat? t-r i 1 an unfasonr'bk li,’-ht 

* answe-cti this w.th »o much charm*', t-ud at the '.an«« 
♦»* c with »o j. eh f.hal nu'jgation rn.l lost, tJ.at *l e quite 
'tr-med 1”, ar.* had it Ikcii ina own manca, I sht> dd 
' t2u *i> ha\c 1 'd« h'-Japp\,b> c”nling lu *• rcqiie*t. lijt 
U M* » 1 ui'c-'t » mctt'-’c t»'ei wen h arr , ir« .i t.il.., hi* 
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orders with such a tempei as his, to attempt alteiing aught 
that had been done was hopeless Eiom of old, I had looked 
on a piomise as in the highest degiee sacred Whoever 
asked anything of me embarrassed me I had so accustomed 
myself to refuse, that I did not even piomise what I purposed 
to perform This habit came in good stead in the present 
instance Her arguments turned on individuality and aflec- 
tion, mine on duty and reason and I will not deny that at 
last they seemed too haish even to myself Alieady we had 
more than once repeated our topics without convincing one 
another, when necessity made her more eloquent , the inevit- 
able lum which she saw before her pressed tears from her 
eyes Her collected manner she entirely lost , she spoke with 
vivacity, with emotion , and as I still kept up a show of 
coldness and composure, hei whole soul turned itself outwards 
I wished to end the scene but all at once she was lying at my 
feet, had seized my hand, kissed it, and was looking up to me, 
so good, so gentle, with such supplicating lovehness, that in 
the haste of the moment I forgot myself Huriiedly I said, 
while raising her from hei kneehng postuie ‘ I will do what 
IS possible , compose thyself, my child * ’ and so turned into a 
side-path ‘ Do what is impossible • ’ cried she aftei me I 
now knew not what I was saying, but answered ‘ I will,’ and 
hesitated ‘ Do it ' ’ cued she, at once enlivened, and with a 
heavenly, expression of hope I waved a salutation to he^*, and 
hastened away ^ 

“To my uncle T did not mean to apply directly ^or I 
knew too well that^with him it was vain to speak about) the 
paitial, when liis pul^ose ivas the whole I mquired foi tlie 
Steward, he had ridden off to a distance, visitors 
the evening, friends wishing to take leave of me They 
supped and played till Var in the night They continued nevt 
day , and their presenc^^ffj^ced the image of my importuna c 
petitioner The StewarX returned, he was busier and moie^ 
overloaded than evei All were asking for him he had no 
time to hear me Howe\Vr, I did make an effort to detain 
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him , but fcfircelv had 1 named that pious farmer, vhen he 
cajirrlv repcllctl Ihe proposal * For Ilcfvrn s sake, not a word 
of thi«: to jour unde, if jou itould not ha\c a quarrel with 
him • ’ The dn\ of mj departure i ns fixed , I had letters to 
write, cjiiesl-v to rcceixc Msits in the neighbourhood to paj 
"Ml semnnts had been hitherto sufficient for in\ wants, but 
were nowise adequate to forward the arrangcnitnls of a dis- 
tant joumcj All laj on ms own hands, and ^ct when 
the Slewrrd appointed mo an hour in the niglit before mj 
departure, to settle our moncj concerns, I neglected not again 
to sobeit him for Valenna’s father 

‘“Dtar Haron,' said the unstable man, ‘how can such a 
filing tier come into jourhead'’ “lodnj already I hnie had 
a hard piece of work with jour uncle, for the sum sou need 
IS liimiiig out to be far biglur than sir reckoned on ^ This is 
nalus"! enough, but not the les- pcqilcxing 1o the old 
gentleman it is osptctallj itnwclconie, when n biisnic«s seem* 
cone Itulcd, and jet nianj odds and ends are found straggling 
after it 'Ihis IS often the ease, and I and the rest base to 
lake the brunt of it As to the rigour with which tlic out- 
slmdu.g debts were to Iv. gathered in, he himself laid down 
the law to me he js at one with himself on this point, and it 
would be no t'as^ task to nunc him to indulgence Do noltrs 
it, 1 In i of jou* It IS quite in sain ’ 

“I Kl biia ehter me from my attempt, but not enlirtle 1 
pn-i cd him smee tlu execution of the business dejiended on 
h»ms If, to'e* with 1 uhliir*-s and inertj lie promised esers- 
tl 't' » t e^.onbnr- to ii,p f-esb.on of stirh per oti', for the sal c of 
i.um .nta-j pmee lie pd »|u t of me the busth Um burrs 
b.*' 1 r-e**ca ' 1 •« m ms rarnae,e ard b td timj.fd 

I IS b * n’l rll botiic Cl aren s 

\ Kl.' 11 ip'jx. is hi I othir . I uad . wt oo not 

fat It la I c nirrn it N.,* i.jl ificm eh, it K to 

” t V I .11, t,. regard »o th s 

*- s”-' , • t’ r f# 1' «Si>'1t<‘. r wJ t - . ,c*- 1 

S s. U-I jti *t»-t m of tt ' fU’i, •. - U 1 ai«h 
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the whole accompaniment, ivith every tree and bush, the place 
where she knelt, the side-path I took to get nd of her, the 
whole scene rose like a fresh picture beibre my soul It wa: 
an indestructible impression, which, by other images and 
interests, “might indeed be shaded or overhung, but nevei 
obliterated Still, in every quiet hour, she came before me 
and the longer it lasted, the more painful did I feel the blame 
which I had incurred against my principles, against my custom, 
though not expressly, only while hesitating, and for the drst 
time caught in such a perplexity 

“ I failed not in my earhest letters to inquire of our Steward 
how the business had turned He answered evasively Then 
he engaged to explain this point , then he •wrote ambiguously , 
at last he became silent altogether Distance increased , more 
objects came between me and my home , I was called to many 
new observations, many new sympathies ; the image faded 
away, the maiden herself, almost to the name. The remem* 
brance of her came more rarely before me , and, my whim of 
keeping up my intercourse wi^ home, not by letters, but by 
tokens, tended gradually to make my previous situation, mth 
all its circumstances, nearly vanish from my mind Now, 
however, when I am again returning home, when I am pur- 
posing to repay my family with interest what I have so long 
owed it, now at last this strange repentance, strange I myself 
must call it, falls on me with its whole weight The form of 
the maiden brightens up with the forms of my relatives , and 
I dread nothing more deeply than to learn that, in the misery 
mto which I drove her, she has sunk to rum , for my neghgence 
appears in my o'wn mind an abetting of her destiuction, a 
furtherance of her mournful destiny A thousand times I 
liave told myself -that this feelmg was at bottom but a weak- 
ness, that my early adoption of the principle, never to 
promise, had originated in my fear of repentance, not in any 
noble sentiment And now it seems as if Repentance, which ' 
I had fled from, meant to avenge herself, by seizing this 
incident, instead of hundreds, to pain me Yet is the picture. 
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Uic jmngiimlion 'which torincnb. me, so ngrccnblc withal, so 
lo'vcl'v, that I like to linger o\cr it And i hen I think of the 
•«cono, that 1- ib*s wliicli she imprinted on 103 hand, still seems 
to hum there ** 

I^enardo was silent, and AVilhclm onsucted quicklj and 
gail3 “It oppcirs, then, I could Imre done \ou no greater 
serrice than 113 that appendix to m3 narratiie. ns we often 
find in the po>:tscript the most interesting part of tlic letter. 
In tniUi, I know little of \nlcnnn, for I heard of her onl> in 
passing but, for certain, <hc is the wife of a prosperous land- 
owner, and lues Iiappil3, ns 3 our aunt assured me, on taking 
Icar e ” 

“ Good, and well," said Ivcnnrdo “ now there is notlung to 
detain me You hare gtren me absolution , let us now to m\ 
friends, who have alrcndr waited for me too long" To this 
Wilhelm answered “Uiihnppil3 I cannot attend rou, for a 
*-trangc ohhgalion hts on me to continue nowhere longer than 
three dnr s, and not to rcr isit an> place in le«s than n -r car 
Pardon me, if I am not nt liberl3 to mention the cause of this 
rmgulnntr " 

“I am rerr sorrr, said Lcnnrdo, “ that we arc to lose rou 
<0 soon that I cannot. Ill 1113 turn, do anr thing for rou Rut 
Mticu rou are nlrcadr in the rvar of showing me kindness, rou 
might make me rerr happr if 30U pleased to risit \ahrina. 
to inform r ourself nctumlclr of her situation , and then to let 
me har*, in writing or in «piech (a place of meeting might 
f«ilr be found) express inUlUgence for m3 compKle com 
|io uo " 

'IIms proposal wa* farther sliscusscd \alcnn,«.*s place of 
re* dm re had b-a n named to^^ll^elm lie engaged to visj* 
I plaeo of niertng wa* appmnlsd, to wlurb the Rarou 

01 Id ermw. bnn'r-ng I'chx with him, who in the mean whib 
Tct*j-i el with the 1-d es. 

I e’. '•do *1' d \\ •!} •■Iri 1 a 1 |m*c« e,<rd oii Uu 11 si-r To^ sori'' 
S -1 — 11- rr »hro ,.'»i pVasanl PtUi., with eV i dance 

wlf. epi ro-iihfs* the 



248 


MEISTER’S TRAVELS [CHAP vm 

and found the Raron's coach in waiting, now ready to revisit 
Avith its ownei the spot it had left thiee years before Here 
the friends were to part, and Wilhelm, with a few kindly 
words, took his leave, again promising the Baron speedy news 
of Valenna 

“ Now when I bethink me,” said Lenardo, “ that it were but 
a small circuit if I accompanied you, why should I not visit 
Valenna myself? Why not witness with my own eyes her 
happy situation ? You were so friendly as engage to he my 
messenger , why should you not be my companion ? For some 
companion I must have, some moral counsel, as we take legal 
counsel to assist us, when we think ourselves inadequate to the 
perplexities of a piocess ” 

Wilhelm's objections, that the friends at home would he 
anxiously expecting the long-absent traveller, that it would 
produce a strange impicssion if the carriage came alone, and 
other reasons of the like sort, had no weight inth ILenardo, 
and Wilhelm was obliged at last to lesolve on acting the 
companion to the Baion, a task on which, consideiing the 
consequences that might be apprehended, he enteied with no 
great alacrity 

Accoidmgly the servants were instructed what to say on 
their arrival, and the two friends now took the road for 
Valeiina's house The neighbourhood appeared rich and 
fertile, the tiue seat of Agriculture Especially the grounds 
of Valerina's husband seemed to be managed with great skill 
and cate Wilhelm had leisure to survey the landscape accu- 
rately, while Lenai do rode in silence beside him At last the 
latter said “ Another in my place would peihaps try to meet 
Valenna undiscovered, for it is always a painful feeling to 
appeal before those whom we have injured , but I had lathei 
front this, and bear the repioach which I have to dread from 
her fiist look, than secure myself from it by disguise and 
untiuth Untiuth maj' bring us into embarrassment quite as 
well as tiuth , and vhen we reckon up how often the foimei or 
the lattei piofits us, it leally seems most prudent, once for all, 
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l{> d^^ole oiip-olics to wlml j<! true Ert iis go forwiiTd, there- 
fore, ^^lth cliecrful mind*. I tv ill gi\eim name, and introdute 
tou ns inj fnend and fellow-traveller*’ 

The\ had now reached llie house, nnd dismounted in the 
court A well-looking man, whom jou might have taken for 
a fanner, cnnie out to them, and announced himself ns master 
of the iVuniU I^nnrdo named himself, and the landlord 
sLcmed highly delighted to see him and obtain his acquaint- 
nnev “ hat will mj wife saj,” cned he, when she again 
meets tlu nephew of her benefactor' She never tires of 
recounting and reckoning up what hci father owes your 
uncle ** 

W'hal strange thoughts rushed in rapid disorder through 
r^nardcA mind* “Docs this man, who looks so honest- 
minded hide his hitlemcsq under a frietidl\ countenance and 
smooth words? Can he give his reproaches so courteous an 
ciul‘idt‘ ? I'or di<l not nij uncle reduce that famil> to niiscn ' 
And cm the man bo ignomnl of this* Or.” so thought he 
to himself, with quid hope, “has the business not been so 
had as tho.i supposest * 1 or no decisu c intelligence has cv tr 

v«l reached thee” bnch conjectures aUernated tins wav and 
that, while the landlord was ordering out his carnage to bring 
hoi n his wife, who, it appeared, was piving a vi-it in Iht 
iieigtib lurhood 

“If in the mean while, till ni\ wife retiini, said Ihi latter, 
*• I tiug'il tnlcrlnin vou in inv own vrav, "'id at the «amt time 
carrv on mv dtilns, sav vou v alk a few steps with me into the 
fields, r*>d biol alvnit veni howl manage mv hiisbane^rv . fo*-. 
I'o no d»' t<» vovi,e« a gr..'*! proprietor of land there* :« rothuig 
iff *a> « ar cofic^^inicnl than tlic noble •cincc, Ibi poble art 
of \j*Tici.lton ~ 

!,< JS’-do I wde na obifcUon Willielrv hi id to gatber info’* 
i*'t*er Tl 1 h* ‘•vi bad his gro ind wbjcb !,■ jhi >■ *'♦'.3 
r» 1 j’ ra-'t ••t m. vii ’t r t*<t i o* t fv^-rficl Sn ~t 

f - it , w}i“* he i », *i ’■»«. ! a«*a»»lt.i t»* b * pu'jx* wist 
If « « "i > «- y p'a'iU * V ^ -Iw-.v- i« tl \ n‘'St l’ i>, aov! 



250 MEISTER’S TRAVELS [chap vill 

he could so clearly explain liis mode of procedure, and the 
reasons of it, and every one comprehended him, and thought 
it possible for himself to do the same a mistake one is apt to 
fall into, on looking at a master, in whose hand all moves as it 
should do 

The strangers expressed their satisfaction, and had nothing 
but praise and approval to pronounce on everything they saw. 
He received it gratefully and kindly, and at last added 
“Now, however, I must show you my weak side, a quality 
discernible m every one that 'yields himself exclusively to one 
pursuit" He led them to his court-yard, showed them his 
implements, his store of these , and besides this, a store of all 
imaginable sorts of farm-gear, with its appurtenances, kept by 
way of specimen “ I am often blamed," said he, “ for going 
too far in this matter, but I cannot quite blame myself 
Happy IS he to whom his business itself becomes a puppet, 
who at length can play with it, and amuse himself mth what 
his situation makes his duty" 

The two friends were not behindhand with their questions 
and examinations Wilhelm, in particular, delighted in the 
general observations which this man appeared to have a turn 
for making , and failed not to answer them while the Saron, 
more immersed in his own thoughts, took silent pleasure in the 
happiness of Valenna, which, in this situation, he reckoned 
sure , yet felt underhand a certain faint sliadow of dissatisfac- 
tion, of which he could give himself no account 

The party had returned within doors, when the lady’s 
carnage drove up They hastened out to meet her but what 
was Lenardo’s amazement, his fright, when she stept forth ' 
This was not the person , this was no Nut-brown Maid, but 
directly the reverse, a fair slim form, in truth, but light- 
haired, and possessing all the charms which belong to that 
complexion 

This beauty, this grace affrighted Lenardo His eyes had 
sought the broivn maiden , now quite a different figure glanced 
before them These features, too, he recollected , her words. 
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her manner, «oon baniMitd all unccrtnmly it Uic dniigliler 
of the Lawyer* a man who stood in high faiour with the 
uncle., for whith rtn^on also ilie dowry had been so hand- 
some, and the new pair so generously dealt with All this, 
and much more, was gaily recounted by the young wife ns nn 
introductory salutation, and mth such a joy a.s the surprise of 
nn unexpected meeting natiimlly gi'es nsc to The question, 
whether they could recognise each other, was mutually put 
and answered, the changes in look were talked of, which in 
persons of that age arc found notable enough Valennn was 
at all limes agreeable, but loiely in a high degree, when any 
joyful feeling raised her above her usual level of indifierence 
'I he company grow tnllntivc the conversation became so 
lively, that I..cnnrdo wa.s enabled to compose himself and hide 
his confusion 'Wilhelm, to whom he Imd very soon given n 
sign of this strange incident, did his best to helji him , anti 
Vnicnnas little touch of vanity in thinking that the Baron, 
tven before visiting hi' own friends, had rcmcnihcrcd her, and 
come to see her, excluded any shadow of suspicion that another 
purpov or n mi«ionce]ition could be concerned in the nflair 
'I he p-Tly kept together till n Into hour, thouch tlie two 
fnemls were longing for a confidential dialogue, which neturtl- 
ingU commenctftl, the moment they v ere left alone in their 
alKitted ehainher^ 

It appears," «said J..rnardo, “ I nm not to get nd of Uii-. 
s-ent pa'll A luclless confusion of names, I now obw.rvc, 
rxlt.ablrs it, 'Jins fnir-haired b'-vity I have often 'eta plav - 
ng with the hnnictti, who co ild not be c-iUetl a beauty , nn\, 
I iiys^lf linvc oftin run "boiil with them over Uie f chls and 
rardew, tlio t"!! 'o much ohhr than Uici Neither of tl.im 
t. the *1 j,ht<*st impri'sioi on me I have hut nt»ir<d the 
I atwe of the t"., a d r'l died it to tl t other And now hr* 
nu* cowcern !• e, I find happy -huve me-^urr ii h«T 
tiw *1 way , wl *Ic t^«i' ti*5 t r i« forth -'ho loows whitiier, 

jt *o t* " » . ’e wo'ld * 

N« M • •' »1 l3 e f- r d* s c-rr i»}> nU ii«* •u at* t* fe l tl'«7r 
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active entertainers Tlie liappiness of seeinff / ier guests liad 
also awakened Valerina early She little fancied with what 
feelings they came to breakfast Wilhelm, sefeing clearly that 
ivithout some tidings of the Nut-brown MaiB, Lenardo must 
continue m a painful state, led the conversation to old times, 
to playmates, to scenes which he himself knew, and other such 
recollections so that Valerina soon quite naturally came to 
speak of the Nut-brown Maid, and to mention her name 

No sooner did Lenardo hear the name Nachodina, than he 
peifectly remembered it but with the name, the figure also, 
of that supplicant returned to him, ivith such violence, that 
Valerina’s farther narrative became quite agonising to him, as 
with warm sympathy she proceeded to describe the distrain- 
ment of the pious farmer, his submissive resignation and 
departure, and how he went away leaning on his daughter, 
IV ho earned a little bundle in her hand Lenaido was like to 
sink under the earth Unhappily, and happily, she went into 
a certain circumstantiality in hex details, which, while it toi- 
tuied Lenardo's heart, enabled him with help of his associate 
to put on some appearance of composure 

The travellers departed, amid warm sincere invitations on 
the part of the married pair to return soon, and a faint hollow 
assent on then own pait And as a person, who stands in any 
favour with himself, takes everything in a favourable light, 
so Valerina explained Lenardo's silence, his visible confusion 
in taking leave, his hasty departure, entirely to hei own 
advantage , and could not, although the faithful and loving 
wife of a worthy gentleman, help feeling some small satis- 
faction at this re-awakening or incipient mchnation, n" ^he 
reckoned it, of her formei landlord / 

After this strange incident, while the Aiends were proceed- 
ing on their way, Lenardo thus addressed Wilhelm “ For our 
shipwieck with such fair hopes at the very entrance of the 
haven, I can still console myself in some degree for the 
moment, and go calmly to meet my people, when I think that 
Heaven has bi ought me you, — you to whom, under your 
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peculiar uu'^Mon, it J«! iiuhncrent whither or how 3 on direct 
jour path Lii"tgo to find out Nnchodiiin, and to fjnc me 
tidiiif”; of her If •^lic hi, happi, then am I content, if un- 
happi, then help her at 103 charges Act without resene, 
■spare, calculate nothing ' 1 «hal! return home, shall cndtaiour 

to gel inlclligincc, and send aoiir roh» to 3011 b3 some tni'13 
person Place the 1103, ns 3oitr intention was, where mnn> of 
ills eipmli are placed it is almost indiiTcrcnt under s hat 
supennlendcnct , hut I am much nnstaken, if, in the neigh* 
hniirhood, in the place where I wish 3011 to wait for 3 our son 
and his attendant, 3 on do not find a man that can giiciou 
the best counsel on tins jioinl It i® he lowborn I owe tlie 
training of m3'30uth, whom I should hn\c likeel so much to 
fiike along wrilh me in m% Iras cl®, whom at least I should 
tnan> *1 tiiac base wished to meet in the course of them, had 
he not alrcaeli demoted himself to a qiiitl domestic life” 

'riie friend® had noi** reached the spot svhere lluv were 
nilunlts to p\rt Whih the hor«c® vert feeding, the llartm 
wrote a Utter, which Wilhelm look charge of, 3CI, for the 
rest could not help commumcnlmg his eirtiple® to Ixnarelo 
‘ In 111! prc'int silualmn,” said he, “ I rcekon it n disir- 
ahtc commission to deliser a gencrou*. man from elislrcss of 
ri’iid, anil, at the same tune, to free a human creature from 
n.i cry, if she h ppm to he miser ilile Such an ohjcct one 
ma, h*«l upon as a star towards win, h one paih not knowing 
«h«t aw-a.ts him wlinl he i® to iniit, hi the W113 Vet, with 
dl thi«- 1 TOt’sl not hi blind to the danger which, in iicia 
ta I*, hours 01 tr sou Were sou not a man who rignbrli 
aioid c ig mt', 1 hmdu Tcqi'ite a proruse fri>ni \oii not 
4g »'ii to * c tin* 'ah who has come to hi *0 pniioiism 
icnr tics, l,,it to conli'it lo’irelf, whin I miounu to inu 
I's-t a'l *s wcU sTi'n fiir 1 1 it that 1 net r ill 1 f nd hi r h pp', 
or ai" t' ihh t* to 1 sV., 1 rr «t» Put lisim^ in itiitr poi « r 1 or 
«■ h t«» 4V*i»** a p omise from M»u, I co ijiirc 10 1 hi all iti, 
■■t, . i*c - an* IT', T, for own sit, for that f*' ^ •» 

J ' 'ill , a 1 t ‘ 'r s ■■ o 1- ,jc jiijrc-l f'. i*. to alio*- 
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no appioximation to that lost maiden, under what pretext 
soever , not to requiie of me that I mention or describe the 
place where I find her, or the neighbourhood where I leave 
her , but to believe my word that she is well, and be enfran- 
chised and at peace ” 

Lenardo gave a smile, and answered " Perform this 
service for me, and I shall be grateful. "What you are wilhng 
and able to do I commit to your own hands , and for myself, 
leave me to time, to common sense, and, if possible, to reason 
“ Pardon me,” answered Wilhelm “ but whoever knows 
under what strange forms love glides into our hearts, cannot 
but be apprehensive, on foieseeing that a fnend may come to 
entertain wishes, which, in his circumstances, his station, 
would of necessity produce unhappiness and perplexity ” 

“ I hope,” said X^nardo, when I know the maiden happy, 
1 have done with her ” 

The friends parted, each in his own direction. 


CHAPTER IX 

Bv a short and pleasant road Wilhelm had icached the 
town to which his letter was directed He found it gay and 
well built , but its new aspect showed too clearly that, not 
long before, it must have suflFeied by a conflagration The 
address of his letter led him mto the last small unmjured por- 
tion of the place, to a house of ancient, earnest architecture, 
yet well kept, and of a tidy look Dim wmdows, strangely 
fashioned, mdicated an exhilarating pomp of colours &om 
within Nor, m fact, did the mtenor fail to correspond with 
the exteiior In clean apartments, eveiywhere stood furniture 
which must have served several generations, intermixed with 
very little that was new The master of the house received 
our traveller kindly, in a little chamber similarly fitted up. 
These clocks had already stiuck the hour of many a birth and 
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mnn^ a clcitli , cvct^ tlunpf nhich met the eje reminded one 
Ihtit the past might, ns it i ere, he protmeted into the present 
'I'lie stmngcr dcliiercd Ins letter, hut the Inndlord, without 
opening it, Inid it nside, nnd cndeasoiircd, m n. cheerful con- 
servation, iinmcdinlcl^ to get nequaiiitcd with his guest, Thej 
«oon grew conddcntinl , and ns Wilhelm, contmrj to his usual 
linhit, let his eye wrandcr inquieitis ely oser the room, the 
gootl old man said to him “My domestic equipment excites 
jour attention You here sec hoir long a thing may last, and 
one should make such ohscrsalions now and then, svay of 
counterbalance to so much in the world that rapidlj changes 
and passes away This snmc tea-kettle sened my parents, 
and was a witness of our evening family assemblages, this 
copper fire screen sliU guards me from the fire, wliicli these 
stout old tonga still help me to mend , and so it is with all 
throughout I had it in my power to bestow my care and 
industry on many oUicr tilings, as I did not occupy myself with 
changing Uicse external necessaries, a task which consumes so 
many people s time and resources An afTcctionatc attention 
to what we possess makes us rich for thereby we aeciiinulate 
a Ino-sure of remembrances connected with sndifiin'nt thinsT' 
I Intw a young man who got a common pin from Ins love, 
wliilt taking Icivc of her, deilv fastened his hrcosl-fnll \ ilh 
it, and hroucht hack this guarded and not uiicmploitd trea- 
«un from a long joiimcsing of several years In us little imn, 
s ixb hlUe thing- are to Iv rccl-onrd virtue,** 

•'"Many a one too,** answered Wilhr’m “brings Incl . from 
such ling and fvr travellings, a sharp pnclcr in his heart, 
wbich hr would f on In quit nr** 

'llw oKt tnan svteieu to know nothingofljcnTdo sjuluatins-, 
Iboiig'i '*1 the n I an whili be h"d opened the letter and read 
•' , fc" be r.-li*m«d to hi* former lop,*.*, 

• 'lcn»*-*Vv o*" o ic jvn «, ** conlm *e-l I c, in r’anv ra'cs 

enc' t - »1 < gT'-'»e t rt.inpy. To this rib»tinacy .n mvsj-lf I 
«. we tit *av' -r r»v lin<j.e When the town was r>’i jjc 
t I j - t V* I to l*''g.n *t »i*.l “(g and sav'i'g IjCfi too 
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I foibade this , bolted my doois and windows ; and turned 
out with seveial neighbours, to oppose the flames Our eiloits 
succeeded in preserving this summit of the town Next morn- 
ing all was standing here as you now see it, and as it has stood 
for almost a hundred years ” 

“ Yet you will confess,” said Wilhelm, “ that no man with- 
stands the change which Time produces ” 

That, in truth • ” said the other “ but he who holds out 
longest has still done something 

“ Yes ' even beyond the hmits of our being we are able to 
maintain and secure , we transmit discoveries, we hand down 
sentiments, as well as property- and as the latter was my 
chief province, I have for a long time exercised the strictest 
foresight, invented the most pecuhar precautions , yet not till 
lately have I succeeded in seeing my wish fulfilled 

Commonly the son disperses what the father has collected, 
collects something different, or in a diffeient way Yet if we 
can wait for the giandson, for the new geneiation, we find the 
same tendencies, the same tastes, again making then appear- 
ance And so at last, by the care of our Pedagogic friends, I 
have found an active youth, who, if possible, pays more regard 
to old possession than even I, and has withal a vehement 
attachment to every sort of curiosities My decided confidence 
he gained by the violent exertions, with which he struggled 
to keep off the fire from our dwelhng Doubly and trebly 
has he merited the treasure which I mean to leave him nay, 
it IS already '^ven into his hands ; and ever since that time, 
our store is increasing in a wonderful way 

“Not all, however, that you see here is ours On the 
contrary, as in the hands of pawnbrokers you find many a 
foreign jewel, so with us I €»n show you precious articles, 
which people, under the most various circumstances, have 
deposited with us for the sake of better keeping ” 

Wilhelm recollected the beautiful Box, which, at any rate, 
he did not like to carry with him in his wanderings, and 
showed it to his landloid The old man viewed it with atten- 
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tion, BftNC tlie date when it was probably made, and showed 
•iomc similar Uiinga Wilhelm asked him if he thouglit it 
should be opened Tlic old man thought not. *‘I bclicie, 
indeed,” said he, it could he done, without special harm to 
the casket, but ns jou found it in so singular a waj, jou must 
trj 5 jur luck on it For if jou arc born luckj, and this little 
box is of niij consequence, the kc3 will doubtless bj and b^ be 
found, and in the ■verj place where 3011 arc least expecting it” 
“ 'I here haic been such occurrences,” said Wilhelm 
“ I ha\e m3 self experienced such,” replied the old man, 
“and here 30U hchold the strangest of them Of this non 
crucifix I ha\e had, for tliirt3 3cars, the bod3 witli the head 
and ftel, in one place For its own nature, as well ns for the 
glorious art displa3td in it, I kept the figure laid up in m\ 
most pnxatc drawer nearl3 ten 3 cars ago I got the cross 
belonging to it, with the inscription , and was tlien induced to 
base the arms supplied U3 the best can or of our da3 Far, 
indeed, was this expert artist from equalling liis predecessor, 
set I h t his work pas«, more for devout purposes, than for nn3 
admiration of its excellence 

Now, conecnc 1113 delight* A hlllc while ego the original 
gmuiiu. anus were sent me, as sou see them hen. united in 
till loi elicit harmoni , and I, cliarmed at so hajip3 n coinci- 
drnct, ci.inot lulp recognising in this crucifix the fortunes of 
tlieChn*lian relip on, which, often iiiough dismcmbired and 
-'Mered abroad, will eicr m the tnd again gatJicr itself to- 
f I I’t *• at the foot of the ('«><• ” 

%Silhvbi rdinircd Uie iigure and it® strange combination 
“Iwill follow sour couiistl.” nddetl lu ; “let the casket 
rv t ru»t lorVrd ‘ill tin 1 e3 of it bi found, though it should 
he *iU tl *• *»'d isf ris life” 

O e S' ho hi c* lo ic,” *"id tlie obi man inv'ch col 

I--*** , ae,* ri ’rb r . „1, r ^ 

r* 4 . \t p-rt* I' I • Ih" hn*.*e now thai'fed to etibr. and 
\\ -V' * ' .‘1 eJ 1 IS j ’rj.n- of intr, *lii'r* th. Itej- t„ f 

it-'} 5g la-, t h' 1 ST-jt tbc'c 1 the de|><>« • 

a . t* , 
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insciibed in it, with many ceremonies and stipulations, a 
receipt granted, which applied in words to any bearer, but 
was only to be hoiiouicd on the giving of a certain token 
agreed upon ivith the owner 

So passed their hours in instructive and entertaining con- 
versation, till at last Eelix, mounted on a gay pony, arrived in 
safety A groom had accompanied him, and was now for some ^ 
time to attend and serve 'Wilhelm A letter from Lenardo, 
debvered at the same time, complained that he could fiud no 
vestige of the Nut-biown Maid, and Wilhelm was anew 
conjured to do his utmost m searchmg her out, Wilhelm 
imparted the matter to his landlord The latter smiled, and 
said . " "We must certainly make every exertion, for oui 
friend’s sake, perhaps I may succeed in learning something 
of her. As I keep these old primitive household goods, so 
likewise have I kept some old primitive friends You tell me 
that this maiden’s father was distinguished by his piety. The 
pious have a more intimate connexion with each other than 
the wicked , though externally it may not always prosper so 
well By this means I hope to obtain some traces of what you 
are sent to seek But, as a preparative, do } ou now pursue 
the resolution of placing your Pelix among his equals and 
turning him to some fixed department of activity Hasten 
with him to the great Institution I will point out ’the way 
you must follow in order to find the Chief, who resides now in 
one, now in ajiotlier division of his Province You shall have 
a letter, with my best advice and direction.” 


CHAPTER X 

The pilgrims, pursuing the way pointed out to them, had, 
without difficulty, reached the limits of the Province, where 
they were to see so many singularities At the -very entrance, 
they found themsehes in a district of extreme fertility, in its 
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soft Knolls, fa\ouHiblo to rrnpq , »i liiglicr Inllc, to Bhoep- 
liU'sbandrj , in its widt. bottoms, to grazing Honest nfts 
nrsar nt bond, and all was in the richest luxuriance , \tt wliat 
most surprised our trascllers was, tbit Ihcj observed neither 
men nor siomtn , but in ill quarters bojs and jouths engaged 
m preparing for a bappi honest, iinj, alrcodj making arrange- 
ments for n merrj lionest-home Our travellers saluted several 
of them, and inquired for Uie Chief, of whose abode, bon- 
ever, the^ could gam no intelligence The address of their 
letter vvns "J'o the CLtrfy or the Three Of this also the bo^s 
could make notbing, how ev< they referred the strangers to 
an Oversetr, who was just about mounting his hor«c to ndc 
off Our friends disclosed tJicir object to this man the frank 
liveliness of I’clii: seemed to please him, and so Uicj nil rode 
along togetlicr 

ilhetm had alreadv noticed, that in the cut and colour of 
the soung peoples clothes a vancts prevailed, which gave the 
wholt tinj population n pceulior aspect, he was just about to 
quo Imn bis attendant on this point, when a still stranr-cr 
obw rvtion forced il«elf upon him nil the rhildian, Imw 
implovcd so-'ver, laid down ilicir wnrl and turned with 
smgi lar, >et diverse c^.‘lures, towards the parts riding p-si 
Ihtiii. or nvtliir, as it i as < «*> to infer, towards the Over.Ltr, 
who v<as in iL '1 in joungi'l laid lluir arms c*-o>--.wf.i over 
lliLir breasts, and looked cluerfullv up to the sj \ thosi of 
1 uJiib *i,e held their hantl« on their bad s and Innl «1 •milmg 
f»'i lilt grt» 1 id the tide t *looe with a frank and spirited airi 
tin.'- -•ms slrctehesl doi-ii, tbev liirad their In ads to tin 
i.j’bl, -lie* formt,! tlrf<elvv< u.l«> a l.ne v here's the others 
lepl • pa-atr raeh when !u clia»tn<l to be 

llsr n 1 av wp **opp J -inl disMO'Mit'al l{rt,a« t vi ral 
r'>i’‘rea in tl ir v — o t t, v s’* v*»u d'l.g f»>“l*> ie' b 

i” bv t* t Ovt-j V- W il> vtip '_s\ jl, m—a’imp t.f 

iv 1 , * J,h t»rvtl in, ai' 1 net g-"lv « Wh't 

i'}."' I t*t *' t ' ' • ‘be t>vier'(vr, tb» fr * | » * «tv 
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The arms over the breast, the &ce earnest and cheerfal towards 
the sky.” 

Felix obeyed, but soon cned “This is not mu<di to my 
taste , I see nothing up there does it last long ? But yes ' ■* 
exclaimed he joyfully, "yonder are a pair of falcons flying 
from the west to the east , that is a good sign too ? ” 

“As thou takest it, as thou behavest,” said the other , " now 
mingle among them, as they mingle ” He gave a signal, and 
the children left their postures, and agam betook them to 
work, or sport, as before 

“ Are you at liberty,” said Wilhelm then, “ to explam this 
sight which surprises me ? I easily perceive that these posi- 
tions, these gestures, are salutations directed to you ” 

“Just so,” rephed the Oveiseer, “ salutations which at once 
indicate in what degree of culture each of these boys is 
standing ” 

“But can you explain to me the meaning of this grada- 
tion?” inquired Wilhelm, “for that there is one is dear 
enough ” 

“ This belongs to a higher quarter,” said the other “ so 
much, however, I may tell you, that these ceremonies ore not 
mere gnmaces , that, on the contrary, the import of them, not 
the highest, but still a directing, intelligible import, is com- 
municated to the children , while, at the same time, each is 
enjoined to retain and consider for himself whatever explana- 
tion it has been thought meet to give him , they are not 
allowed to talk of these things, either to strangers or among 
themselves , and thus their mstruction is modified in many 
ways Besides, secrecy itself has many advantages , for when 
you tell a man at once and straightforward the purpose of 
any object, he fancies there is nothing in it Certain secrets, 
even if known to every one, men find that they must still 
reverence by concealment and silence, for this works on 
modesty and good morals ” 

“ I understand you,” answered Wilhelm r “ why should not 
the principle which is so necessary in material things, be 
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nppljt (1 lo spiritual n-Lo ’ Rut perhaps, in another point, 
j on can satisfy mj curiosity Tlic great sanely of shape and 
colour in Ihc-c children's clothes attracts ni^ notice and jet 
I <Io not see all sorts: of colours, but a fen in all their shades, 
from the lightest to the deepest. At the same time I olj«crsc 
that h\ this no designation of degrees in age or merit can he 
intfnded for the oldest and the youngest boss nia\ liealilc 
hoth in cut and colour, while those of similar gestures are 
not similar in dress ” 

** On this mailer alRo," said the other, “silence is prescribed 
to me hut I am iniieh mistahen, or \oii s ill not lease us 
mthoiit rcecisinp nil the information jou de«irt ” 

Our parl% continued following the trace of the Chief, which 
llie\ In hosed theinseUes to be upon Ihit noe the strangers 
could not fail lo notice, with new surpn«e, that the farther 
thi'X adianced into the district a xocal mclod> more and more 
freejuc ilU sounded towards them from the fields '\Minlficr 
*1 h ho\s might be engaged with. Mlialcicr labour Ibex xvere 
e irrxing on, thex nicoinpanicd it with smging and il secmi d 
AS if the songs x>rre spccialtx adapted to their xnrioiis sorts of 
oecupxtion, and in similar cases extrjwhcre the Mme If 
Ihcr^ ehaneed to li, rexernl children in coinjiaiix, thex sang 
together in alti mating psrts Towards cxening, apjw'arcd 
ij'-nt'css hlewnse. xrhosc 'teps were enlixcned and directed hx 
tho-. '-'s, IVlia strucl in xrilh them not altogether unsue 
c* •kfoMx, from hur li'cl , ns be passed and Wilhelm felt 
g^xt 1 ’ll lh*s amusement, winch gnxe luw life lo the ,ene 

**Ap{’ rxnllx,' he s-v^l to hs romi’an’on, “^ou tUxob 
ee 1, ^ rahle care to tins hrnneh of instnietion the -cconi* 
p’>*hu < ,t oth*T>risc cxoild ni’t Ik ro w.dilx difieeei’, and "x 
e-n p*»i<*x p*arT*'“’*" 

Wr m’ ” rxp^’et Uie o’he*- “<n t* .r pla*>. J^ori'’ i» 
f'-'t •*, ,1 *i <dw.i. til’ 1 all the res*^ am cemet* 1 xi.t** it d 
t.e * lx m-a; . of ’t Tn- * n nU-* tw^oxmert, ’-e*I 'x 
• I- ,, j’,-,* j„ wr , live-, a” i itip’x** bx 

*'a^,cee’i wl*t fr AX * t i ps" • cifh ' we t, ^ 
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our children, are commumcated in the way of Song 
advantages foi the excitement of activity spontaneous! 
from this practice , for, in accustoming the children t<^ 
the tones they are to uttei, in musical characters, 
occasion serves, again to seek these characters in the utttoymg 
of their own voice , and besides tins, to subjoin the text iiei ^ 
the notes, they are forced to practise hand, ear and eye at 
once, whereby they acquire the art of penmanship sooner than 
you would expect, and as all this m the long-run is to be 
eiFected by copying precise measurements and accurately settled 
numbers, they come to conceive the high value of Mensuration 
and Arithmetic much sooner than in any othei nay Among 
all imaginable things, accordingly, we have selected music as 
the element of our teaching; for level roads run out from 
music towards every side ” 

Wilhelm endeavoured to obtain still farther information, 
and expressed his surprise at hearing no instrumental music 
** This IS by no means neglected here," said the other , " but 
practised in a peculiar district, one of the most pleasant valleys 
among the Mountains , and theie agam we have arranged it 
so that the different instruments shall be taught m separate 
places The discords of beginners, in particular, are banished 
into certain sobtudes, where they can drive no one to despair , 
for you will confess that in well-regulated civil society there is 
scarcely a more melancholy suilenng to be undergone, than 
what IS forced on us by the neighbourhood of an incipient 
player on the flute or viobn 

"Oui learners, out of a laudable desire to be troublesome 
to no one, go forth of their own accord, for a longer or a 
shorter time, into the wastes, and strive in their seclusion 
to attain the merit which shall again admit them into the 
inhabited world Each of them, from time to time, is allowed 
to venture an attempt for admission, and the trial seldom 
fails of success ; for bashfulness and modesty, m this, as m 
all other parts of our system, we strongly endeavour to main- 
tain and cherish. That your son has a good voice, I am 
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plftd to ob«er\c nil tlic rest mttnnt^i-d ^MUI so much the 
preater case ” , 

'I lit\ i»nd no' niched a place where rchi. was to itop nnd 
mil e Inil of its arrauucmcnti, lill i formel reception should 
be printed him From n dulnnce thc^ had been silulcd bv 
a jocund round of mu'sic, it -was a gime in ■which the boji 
were, for the present, ainunnp themsebes in their hour of 
pli\ A pcncml chorus inountcd up, each indi'iduil of i 
1 ide circle stril ing in at liis time, with n jojfiil, clear, firm 
tonr, as the sipn was piicn him hj the Oicrscer T. he litter 
more than once look the smeers b\ curpi I'c when at a iipnil 
he suspended the choral •-oii", and called on nnj sinplc boj 
louchinti him with his rod, to cileh hjt»him«elf the cipinnp 
tone, nnd adapt to it a «aiitihlc sour, (Ittcd abo to the spirit 
of whit had preceded ilost part showed great iltxlcnlj , 
a few, who foiled in tin* ful, wilhnglj ga\e in tin ir pledge , 
without altogether being laughed at for their ill sueecs'. Ich^ 
was child enough to mix rniong them inslanllj , and in his 
new losk he acquitted him«elf lolorahh i ell '1 he 1 irsL 
halutilion was then cnioinovl on him he directb laid Ins 
hands on his hreast, lool cd upwards, nnd trulj with so roguidi 
a CO inlcmncc, tint it was ci'i to oh*Lr\c no secret meaning 
liad yet in hi« mind illached it!>clf to this ^msture 

’Ihe dihglilful spot, his kind reception, the ricrr\ plai- 
mite .ill phased tin Inn so well, that he fell no \tr\ deep 
•onros rs h »■ fa*her mosed a sai the dcpartun of the ]' my 
w"s p rh'^p* a luasirr ri"tt»r hnt he Mchhd here abo on 
h ar^ir g i? at in thi« circle it ec old not p> *ibU In 1 cpl, and 
lie 0»ir«'rr pn n.s d him, in co t p''r«ation, Ih .t he shtnild 
fi,u» • n %*» <^r ho-s- ^s sn irt -Wsl well h-td i " rt a tune win n 
’ t w oot < xj' ' lie ^ it. 

*1 e ( loif it ij .wsrt%l. o lot to h roe-e at, tl j 
Hi " t^n ‘ to Uil'n’m ii.ll •• J u »** n,n b-se 

s.- .‘o p -r ’> 111 bn* fr-t 1 will b- a .* j ti, 

t* r 'lh»' wLi If < ji, Yo 't lifter 

iv". b. t 1 ‘i r a I I'l S-. ^'el».cr rrp c • tl - 
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Chief” Wilhelm could, have wished to gain some previous 
knowledge of these sacred things, but his companion answered 
*‘The Three will doubtless, in return* for the confidence you 
show in leaving us your son, disclose to you in their wisdom 
and fairness what is most needful for you to learn The 
visible objects of reverence, which I named sacred things, are 
collected in this separate circle, are mixed with nothing, 
interfered with by nothing at certain seasons of the year 
only are our pupils admitted here, to be taught in their 
various degrees of culture, by historical and sensible means, 
and in these short intervals they carry off a deep enough 
impression to suffice them for a time, durmg the performance 
of their other duties ” 

W^ilhelm had now reached the gate of a wooded vale, 
surrounded with high walls on a certain sign the little door 
opened, and a man of earnest and imposing look received 
our travellei The latter found himself in a large beautifully 
umbrageous space, decked with the richest foliage, shaded 
with trees and bushes of all sorts, while stately walls and 
magnificent buildings were discerned only in glimpses through 
this thick natural boscage A friendly reception from the 
Three, who by and by appeared, at last turned into a general 
conversation, the substance of which we now present in an 
abbreviated shape 

“Since you intrust your son to us,” said they, “it is fair 
that we admit you to a closer view of our procedure Of what 
IS external you have seen much, that does not bear its meanmg 
on its front What part of this do you chiefly wish to have 
explained ? ” 

“Dignified, yet singular gestures of salutation I have noticed, 
the import of which I would gladly learn with you, doubt- 
less, the exterior has a reference to the mterior, and inversely , 
let me know what this reference is ’ 

“ Well-formed, healthy children,” replied the Thiee, “bnng 
much mto the world along with them Nature has given to 
each whatever he requires for time and duration, to unfold 
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tin's fs mir duty often it unfolds it«cir liettcr of its own 
nccord One Ihinp there is, lion c\cr, which no child hnngs 
into the world with him, nnd jet it is on this one thing Ihnl 
nil depends for making man in cicrj point n. man If joii 
can di«co\cr it j ourself, speak it out,” Wilhelm tliought n 
little while, then shook his head 

'the Tlirce, after n suitahlc pause, exclaimed Jtezermee * 
Wilhelm «cem«l to hesitate “Rescrciicc*’' cned thej a 
Fccond time “All want it, perhaps jou join-self 

“'three kinds of gestures jou has c seen, and stc inculcate 
a Hirer fold Reverence, which, when commingled and formed 
into one whole, attains its highest force nnd cfTccl The first 
IS Reverence for what is above us Tlint posture, tin arms 
tTo«»td over the hrcn«l, the look turned jojfullj towards 
lltascn that is what we have enjoined on joung children, 
rerjuinng from them Ihcrehj a tcstimoni that there is a God 
nhovc, who image-* nnd rovials himself in parents, ttnclicrs, 
nipt nor* 'Dien comes the steoiid, Reverente for what is 
undvr us Tliosc hands folde,! over the back, nnd, as it were, 
lietl Ivigether, that tlown turned, smiling look, announce that 
we (ire to rvgarvl the Earth with attention and chctrfulness 
from thv bounlv of Iht Rarlli we an. iioimshed the Earth 
afTonls iiiuittcrahlc jovs , but disproportionate sorrows she 
also brings os Should one of our children do hin<rlf ex- 
ternal hurt, hlameahlj or hlamelisslv , should other- hurt him 
noc’dintallv or pitrposcli , «houl<l dead involunlarv mattirdo 
bin hi'rl , then kt him vvell consider it . for such danger* will 
a*t* t! luta •*'1 his dav* But from tins posture we delav not 
to Irve <**ir p ip'l the ii stant w< Ulcoi'ic convinced that tiu 
ii»«tn vl'e a cv'ai vt*pv1 mlh it I as prtvluccvl sup.futil influence 
«* 1 • 1 'lira on Ihi cvevtrarj, wc h’vl liua g itlic- eo, ras'v 
a**,! t ’r,' ig to his . rnii'a hiaiself n'n'ig with tl eiti 

Ni.tt, “* la*t. h- *' lads fn-th, frinl and hold i,ot 'v If shiv 
"o’-'cvt . s'Tiiv in ev’ ih,T atn * with I .* c lu-l*. ihw •> hi fmot tt*, 
wtf'd I ertf t <- w- I I p*h' '*» to rdd ” 

‘1 <-0 j- ,^1* J 1 f 1l * ■“ *-%r\ Wll'rlnj 
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mass of men so maned and stinted, because they take plea- 
sme only in the element of evil-wishing and evil-spealnng ? 
Whoever gives himself to this, soon comes to be indifferent 
towards God, contemptuous towards the world, spiteful to- 
wards his equals , and the tiue, genuine, indispensable senti- 
ment of self-estimation corrupts into self-conceit and presump- 
tion Allow me, however,” continued he, "to state one 
difficulty You say that reverence is not natural to man 
now, has not the reverence or fear of rude people for violent 
convulsions of Nature, or other inexphcable mysteriously- 
foreboding occurrences, been heretofore regarded as the germ 
out of which a higher feehng, a purer sentiment, was by 
degrees to be developed ? ” 

"Nature is indeed adequate to fear,” rephed they; "but 
to reverence not adequate Men fear a known or unknown 
powerful being the strong seeks to conquer it, the weak to 
avoid it, both endeavour to get qmt of it, and feel them- 
selves happy when foi a short season they have put it aside, 
and their nature has in some degree restored itself to freedom 
and independence The natural man repeats this operation 
millions of times in the course of his life, from fear he 
struggles to freedom , from freedom he is driven back to fear, 
and so makes no advancement To fear is easy, but grievous , 
to reveience is difficult, but satisfactory Man does not 
willingly submit himself to reverence, or rather he never 
so submits himself it is a higher sense, which must be 
communicated to his nature, which only in some peculiarly 
favouied individuals unfolds itself spontaneously, who on 
this account too have of old been looked upon as saints 
and gods Here lies the worth, here lies the business of 
all true Religions , whereof there are likewise only three, 
according to the objects towards which they direct our 
devotion ” 

The men paused , Wilhelm reflected for a time m silence , 
but feeling in himself no pretension to unfold the meamng of 
these strange words, he requested the Sages to proceed with 
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tlieir cxposilmn 'Ihoj immrdinltK cc inplitd ** No rclipion 
tlint grounds it=clf on ft nr,** *:nid llirj, '‘js regarded among us. 
"With the rcsercncc. to stluch n tn"n should gi\c dominion 
5 n his mind, lit c-tii, in p'i>mg honour, keep his otrn honour, 
he IS not disunited with hiinsclf, ns in the fomitr ca.«c Ihe 
Religion I htcli depends on mtrcncc for uliat is nhoxc iis, ire 
dcnoniinilc the Ethnic , iL is the religion of the nations, and 
Ihr 61*1 hnpps delis trance from n dcgratling fenr all Ileallitn 
religions, as tie call them, ire of this sort, ■whatsocicr names 
tlici m 13 hear 'Iht Second Religion, uhich founds itstlf 
on rtsercnce for wimt is nround us, mc dt nominate the 
I’hilosophical , for the philosopher stations himself in the 
midulc, and i.iust drnu donn to him nil that is higher, and 
up to him all that is loner, and onl\ in this medium condition 
dors he merit the title of isc litre ns he stitatxs smIIi 
clcir sight Ins relation to his ttpials and therefore to the 
whok human race, his nlnlion likewise to nil other carthh 
Circular tanecs ni.d arrangements ntcc'sata or ntcidcntnl, lu 
alone in n cosmic sense, lues m 'Initli Rut non wt hast 
to jn •'1 of the 'Jhird Religion, grounded on reference fc»r 
wtni IS htnealli us this mc nanii Uit Clirisl’ ui, ns in the 
riirj ti\M rchgitm smh n tempi r is with most di'tinrtiie 
iimifi t»d it IS a lost 'tep to s hith mankind wen. lilted 
nnd dft iMM to ntlniii Rut wimt a ta k w vs it, not reik to 
l>c p-tic’ t with the Earth, anil let it lit liiiieath «*s, vii 
iniji'ehiisi to v hitrhf hirlhplnc'' hut al o to n'topriU‘'c 
hi’iiihtv end poM''li, mo ten and di-jutt, dis.^ic< nrd 
M»ilih».'*i , Siifiniig and ik th. to ricogois. th ngs 

f lilt lx. I 'V, lieu on sin r.a* tr.mt to lool i>ot tvs Im tl- 
• r l> P to 1 imo ir r T d hot th« m as ft,rlhr'-a» c. « of wh 't 
js 1 ->’1 O' t’ •*, ”« '-fJ wi ff.d «o»T e Ir-Ct-m •■n asi, hi*. 

I, * j, j. , J J 0”l , I’d this 1, ipr, t on- r +1 t 

' I '»t *1 ■, V f ’1 * t Tvlrc3r*^«h , rtid we mas was, th* I t’ • 
t*t r-i < , -tt -V ) i » ,a ’ o ct {• i»pe' d, c i*l " n s .r , 

Is ,* 0-- f< ,i : Its «'.v .s'! { . c V K t,» 10 

d ( ••ut'o ’ ** 
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"To which of these religions do you specially adhere P” 
inquiied Wilhelm 

“ To all the three,” replied they “ for in their union they 
pioduce what may properly be called the true religion Out 
of those Three Reverences springs the highest reverence, 
reverence for oneself, and those again unfold fhemselves from 
this , so that man attains the highest elevation of which he 
IS capable, that of heing justified in reckoning himself the 
best that God and Nature have produced nay, of being able 
to continue on this lofty eminence, without being again by 
self-conceit and presumption diawn down from it into the 
vulgar level ” 

" Such a confession of faith, developed in this manner, docs 
not repulse me,” answered Wilhelm, “it agrees with much 
that one hears now and then in the course of life , only, you 
unite what others separate ” 

To this they rephed *‘'Our confession has alieady been 
adopted, though unconsciously, by a great part of the world ” 

“ Horv then, and where ? ” said Wilhelm 

“In the Creed*” exclaimed they “for the first Article is 
Ethnic, and belongs to all nations , the second, Christian, for 
those strugghng with afiliction and glorified in affliction , the 
third, in fine, teaches an inspired Communion of Saints, that 
IS, of men in the highest degree good and wise And should 
not therefore the Three Divine Persons, under the simihtudes 
and names of which these threefold doctrines and commands 
are promulgated, justly be considered as in the highest sense 
One ? ” 

“ I thank you,” said Wilhelm, “ for having pleased to lay 
all this before me in such clearness and combination, as before 
a grown-up person, to whom your three modes of feehng are 
not altogether foreign And now, when I reflect that you 
communicate this high doctrine to your children, in the first 
place as a sensible sign, then with some symbolical accompani- 
ment attached to it, and at last unfold to them its deepest 
meaning, I cannot but warmly approve of your method,” 
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*<Ri"lit,~ Answered Ihcj "but now sre must show jou 
more. And «o cotiMncc you Ibc belter lliat jour son is in no 
bid bands 'Huf, howerer, mnj remain for the morrow , rest 
and refresh j ourself, that jou may attend us in the morning, 
ns n man satisticd and unimpeded, into the interior of our 
‘'anclunrv ” 


CHAPTER XI 

Ar the hand of the Eldest, our friend now proceeded 
Ihrouph a stalclj portal, into a round, or mtlicr octagonal 
iiatl, <o nchlj decked with pictures, that it stnicl- him with 
astoni*htnent as he entered All this, he cnsilj concciscd, 
mi»t base a significant import, though at the moment he saw 
not so c!oarl> what it s as liilc about to question his 

guide on this subject, the latter imitcd him to step forwanl 
into a pnniTy,open on the one side, and stretching round a 
sjistio IS pal finwen ganlen The wall, however, not the 
flowers, rttracUd tlu ejes of tin. stranger, it was costred 
with painlmcs, and WilliMm rould not walk far without 
oh^'Tsing that the *^acr«'d Rooks of the IvTaehlc> had fur- 
nt'hed th" maUnaU for these figures 

"II i« herL,** raid the Eldest, "that we teach on** Eirsl 
ReVg«m, the religion which, for the rake of brcMtj I natnnl 
the i il me 'llie spirit of it iv to be soii^ht for in the bis’orv 
of the w,«rl 1 , its outward fon i, in tlie events n*" that hi'ton 
O Iv »•' the T< t»»r*i of sirsidar uc^linirs o’l v.liolc ii*»lions can 
it j '-om.tU b' aj ciicK ,1 

•'I ob’f'-rts,'* »” i* AVillthi, * \o.i Iv'se dole tlie Israelite^ 
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chromstic as of a symphronistic kind , since, amo ng all 
nations, we discover lecords of a similar import, and grounded 
on the same facts Thus you perceive here, while in the 
mam field of the picture, Abraham receives a visit from his 
gods in the form of fair youths, Apollo, among the herdsmen 
of Admetus, is painted above on the frieze Prom which we 
may learn, that the gods, when they appear to men, are 
commonly unrecognised of them ” 

The friends walked on Wilhelm, for the most part, met 
with well-known objects, but they were here exhibited in a 
livelier and more expressive maimer than he had been used to 
see them On some few matters he requested explanation, 
and at last could not help returning to his foimer question 
Why the Israelitish history had been chosen in preference to 
all others ^ 

The Eldest answered “Among all Heathen rehgions, for 
such also 18 the Israelitish, this has the most distinguished 
advantages; of which I shall mention only a few At the 
Ethnic judgment-seat, at the judgment-seat of the God of 
Nations, it is not asked Whether this is the best, the most 
excellent nation, but whether it lasts, whethei it has continued. 
The Israelitish people never was good for much, as its own 
leaders, judges, rulers, prophets have a thousand times re- 
proachfully declared , it possesses few virtues, and most of the 
faults of other nations but in cohesion, steadfastness, valour, 
and when all this would not sei ve, in obstinate toughness, it has 
no match It is the most perseverant nation in the world it 
is, it was and ivill be , to glorify the name of Jehovah, through 
all ages We have set it up, theiefore, as the pattern-figure, 
as the main figure, to which the others only serve as a frame ” 

“It becomes not me to dispute with you,” said Wilhelm, 
since you have instruction to impait Open to me, there- 
fore, the othei advantages of this people, or rather of its 
history, of its religion ” 

“One chief advantage,” said the other, “is its excellent 
collection of Sacred Books These stand so happily comhmed 
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tojjcllicr, Ih-it cxcn out of the most d>\cr«c tlcmcnlSj the fccl- 
JMK of a hole slill ntes before us 'Ihcj nre complete enough 
to •.•itjefj , fragnicntnrj enough to excite , barbarous enough 
to rouse , tender enough to nppense end for how many other 
ointradictmg merits might not these Books, might not this 
one Book, 1m. praised i” 

Tlie senes of main figures, ns w ell ns their relations to the 
f mailer which nhoxe and below nceompanicd them, gase the 
guest «o mucli to think of, that he scarcely heard tlie pertinent 
remarks of his guide, vflio, hy what he said, seemed desirous 
ratlur to dixirt our fnend's attention, than to fix it on the 
paintings Once, liowcycr, tlie old man said, on some octa- 
sion “Another ndynntngc of the Ismchti'li religion, I must 
here mention . it has not cmliodied its Gotl in anj form , and 
so has left us at liberty to represent liim in n worthy hiiniaii 
‘h^pe, and Iiktwi't, by way of contrast, to designate Idolatry 
by fotms of beasts and nionsters " 

Oiir friend had now, in his short wandering through Ihu 
hall, again brought the sjnrit of iiniyerval history before bis 
mind in regard to the cxntf, be bad not failed to met I with 
sianeUmig new So likewise hj the simultaneous prvsrtnlnieiil 
of the piclurys, by tl c ixflrctions of bis guide, mam new- y lev s 
bad n* n on him , and be could not but rcjoKi iti thinking 
t'jal hit 1 clix v»s, by 'o dignified a Msiblt repre'cnt ttion, to 
»ri-i' aril app’-opr* «lc for ln« y* hole lifi Ibou gnat sji;,nincanl 
and rxctip'ara tvt its. as if they bad nrl» alU Iv m pn'-ent. 
' 1 , 1 {v-''do him. lie came at length to ngartl the 

s x’<)dut oi altogtlb'’-^ with the t\C' of the child, an 1 in this 
jt ,,,l of s.-w it p<Tfrvtl^ c,mtenteil li m 'Ikes s ai’dtnrgtni, 
Um V ' "d row rr'c* id ths ehioriy nml ptr^df-xid j>> t ivl» of ll.c 
}. *f>ty, tht t'i:‘l*a’c* iMi oC C,ty and tin ’i\mg'’ the 
’“erlr'. ex*** •'l-sc-y rf whn'e t a »^s of tb's -t 
{• -i j ’ I?* *v ’ t It 1* f< *t» ’ rs T-i \ df’ni all k* ’»i f eti*^ ttor 

wax a n 1 hi '«»r)e*l sic’'! 'atir n of tl era n<> thl 
1. I ’ ntl >1 ' •! r Jn (» of t-, 1 _\r* 

t' j> ’ N t’ ..’■■•r-'y ri*rijptly 1< <a ’ ts* ' in e tl.-.**-! 
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door, and Wilhelm was surprised to see himself already at the 
end. “In your historical senes,” said he, “I find a chasm. 
You have destroyed the Temple of Jerusalem, and dispersed 
the people, yet you have not introduced the divine Man who 
taught there 'shortly before, to whom, shortly befoie, they 
would give no ear ” 

** To have done this, as you require it, would have been an 
error The life of that divine Man, whom you allude to, 
stands in no connection with the general history of the world 
in his time It was a private life , his teaching was a teacdiing 
for individuals What has publicly befallen vast masses of 
people, and the minor parts which compose them, belongs to 
the general history of the world, to the general religion of the 
world , the religion we have named the First What inwardly 
befalls individuals, belongs to the Second religion, the Philo- 
sophical such a rehgion was it that Christ taught and 
practised, so long as he went about on Eaith For this 
reason, the external here closes, and I now open to you the 
internal ” 

A door went back, and they entered a similar gallery, 
where Wilhelm soon lecognised a corresponding series of 
pictures from the New Testament They seemed as if by 
another hand than the first all was softer , forms, movements, 
accompaniments, light and colouring “ Here,” said the guide, 
after they had looked ovei a few pictures, “ you behold neither 
actions nor events, but Miracles and Similitudes There is 
here a new woild, a new exterior, different from the former; 
and an interior, which was altogether wanting there By 
Miracles and Similitudes, a new world is opened up Those 
mnlre the Common extraordinaiy, these the extiaordinaiy 
common ” 

"You will have the goodness,” said Wilhelm, “to explain 
these few words more minutely, for, by my oivn light, I 

cannot ” .1, 

“ They have a natural meaning,” said the other, “ though a 
deep one Examples will bring it out most easily and soonest 
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There nothing more common and cuctoinar; limn citing 
eiul (InnV mg. but it I's cxlraortlmnt^ to Irm^-fonti ailrint into 
nrmtht r of more noble «ort , to innlliph a portion of food 
that it -nifficc a nmUitiiclc Nothing is more common than 
Ficbnc^s anil corporeal ilisca^cs. hut to remose, to miligitc 
Oie-'c hs sjnnltml or «:pinlual*hkc intms, js t\traor<linir3 » 
nml csin in tint lies the wonder of Iht Miriclc, that llic 
common and the cxtraonlinarjj th*^ possible and tin iin- 
posubb. Ivcome one A\ ilh the f'lniilitudc again, with the 
Panhli . the conserve is the ca»e hen it is the Bcnsc the \icv, 
the ulta, that fiiniK the high, the imitlaiiinhlf , the extri. 
orthnars Wli^n this cmhodics itself in n common, tieloimrs. 
compnle iiMlile figure. BO that it meets us as if alne. presttif, 
cftnil. so thnl we can »tirc it, appropriiti , xtt iiii it, list 
with It as srjlh our equal — this is a sttond sort of miricic, 
aiidi‘juvlls placed hi suk the first sort, m3 pi rJups prtferred 
to It Urn a lis jtig doclniie i*- pronounrtd, ». doclrnie sliith 
c.s 1 cnti t no argument il is not an opinion about whit is 
n. It ami s«tong , it i« Iliglil nml rong thtm»clst , and 
1' lUspiltlhlv ^ 

'1 n.s pirl of the g-llcn 1 "s shorter , indied it formed but 
the fo jrtb part of tin tirciit cnrlosiiig tie Tnl» nor t>nirl 
Vt' if 111 till fori’itr pirt sou men Is sill id iloi g sou h tt 
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things together here, accordingly, we have entirely disjoined 
that sublime Man’s life fiom its termination In life, he 
appears as a true Philosopher — let not the expression stagger 
you — as a wise man in the highest sense He stands firm to 
his point , he goes on his way inflexibly , and while he exalts 
the lower to himself, ivhile he makes the ignorant, the poor, 
the sick, partakers of his wisdom, of his riches, of his strength, 
he, on the other hand, in no wise conceals his divine origin , 
he dares to equal himself with God, nay, to declare that he 
himself IS God Ih this manner is he wont, from youth 
upwards, to astound his familiar friends , of these he gains a 
part to his own cause, irritates the rest against him, and 
shows to all men, who are aimmg at a certain elevation in 
doctrine and life, what they have to look for from the world.’ 
And thus, for the noble portion of mankind his walk and con- 
versation are even more instructive and profitable than his 
death for to those trials every one is called, to this trial but 
a few Now, omitting all that results from this consideration, 
do but look at the touching scene of the Last Supper Here 
the Wise Man, as it ever is, leaves those that are his own 
utterly orphaned behind him , and while he is careful for the 
Good, he feeds along with them a traitor by whom he and 
the Better are to be destroyed ” 

With these words the Eldest opened a door , and Wilhelm 
faltered in surprise, as he found himself ogam in the first hall 
at the entrance They had, in the mean while, as he now saw, 
passed round the whole circuit of the court “ I hoped,” said 
Wilhelm, *‘you were leading me to the conclusion, and you 
take me back to the beginning ” 

" For the present,” said the Eldest, " I can show you nothing 
farther more we do not lay before our pupils, more we do not 
explain to them, than what you have now gone through All 
that is external, worldly, universal, we communicate to each 
from youth upwards , what is more particularly spiritual and 
conversant with the heart, to those only who grow up with 
some thoughtfulness of temper , and the rest, which is opened 



clfA^ VI] MKISTIIR’S TRAVKTvS 275 

onl\ oiirt n M*ir, cnni.nt l>e itnpirlcd '•\%c lo tho«p %\l»oin tpc 
n-re ^cndint; forth n <5 fini<-hrd 1 1 mt la^t Iltli^pon wlnth n.n«vcs 
from tilt KtMriiitc of "wliiit is l>cni ilh iis, Ihftt \cncmtion of 
llir tonlr »dictor3, the hittd, the ntoldrd, wc fji'c cscli of our 
pupils, jti small portions b\ wny of cutht nlong with hmi into 
the storld, intrtl> Ihnt )u 0103 l-now «hcrc more is to be had, 
sliotihl such It «niit spring up trilhiii him T intitc you to 
return hither nt the tnd of n jtar, lo \isit our prncrnl 
fcslit tl, and sj't* how far joiir *011 is mltmiccd then shall jou 
hi nhnitlcd into the Sancltiart of Sorrow ' 

“ I’tmiit me one question,*' said IN illicim “os jou hate stt 
up tin life of this ditine Man for a p iltcrn and example, hat t 
t«u lilrtisc Mketed his sufitring< hit death, os n model of 
eaalttd pslicnto?** 

" Undouhtcillt we hate, ’ replied the I^ldt-sl “Of Uiis we 
i.iaLt no'trrtt but tvt draw a teil otcr tlio-i sufh rings, ct tn 
1 h cause wp retcrenew Ihom so hichlt \Vt hold it a damnahlc 
niMscitt to hrmg forth that torturing Cross and tin Holt 
C>n< wliosufurs on it. or to cxpo‘t tliem to the light of the 
sue which hid its ftec whin n rcclless world forced sutJi « 
•ichl on it lolale these mtsUnousstp^-ti*, m which Hit divim 
dtpt^i of s^omiw het hid, and plat with tluni, fondle them, 
tn-S. them out, mid rest tot till th< mo-l n.srtiid of 'll 
• sV II, tilt '■ ppj>> ars tulgar nn 1 pallia I »n miAch, for tin 

}*'c,' to |uit tour inind nl pence rcsjvrcling to i*" ron , 
sd to e nt’t c* ton, thit on 1 .tslMig him ngiin tou wiM tj d 
J •m t' el, 1 f)-, O’- Ic ' in mil depart’. i it o- 110**11 r. but 
at !• •»*. sn a p'.spf- w-t. f» p{} ct-.)**, not t-atir.”", 

i» — pV ve t " d ur'Spliii ” 
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Shortly after this conversatiODj a knocking was heard at the 
little gate The Overseer of last night announced himself he 
had brought out, Wilhelm’s horse, and so our fiiend took 
leave of the Three , who, as he set out, consigned him to the 
Overseer with these words *^This man is now numbered 
among the Trusted, and thou Understandest what thou hast 
to tell him in answer to his questions, for doubtless, he 
still wishes to be informed on much that he has seen and 
heard while here purpose and circumstance are known to 
thee ” 

Wilhelm had, in fact, some questions on his mind, and 
these he ere long put into words As they rode along, they 
were saluted by the children, as on the preceding evening 
but today, though rarely, he now and then observed a boy 
who did not pause in bis work to salute the Overseei, but let 
him pass unheeded Wilhelm asked the cause of this, and 
what such an exception meant His companion answered 
“ It IS full of meaning , for it is the highest punishment which 
we inflict on our pupils , they are declared unworthy to show 
reverence, and obliged to exhibit themselves as rude and 
uncultivated natures but they do then utmost to get fiee 
of this situation, and in general adapt themselves with gieat 
rapidity to any duty Should a young creature, on the othei 
hand, obdurately make no attempt at return and amendment, 
he IS then sent back to bis parents, with a brief but pointed 
statement of his case Whoever cannot suit himself to the 
regulations, must leave the district where they are in force ” 

Another circumstance evcited Wilhelm’s curiosity today, as 
as it had done yesteiday the variety of colour and shape 
apparent in the dress of the pupils Heieby no gradation 
could be indicated , for children who saluted differently, weie 
sometimes clothed alike, and others agreeing in salutation, 
differed in apparel Wilhelm inquired the reason of this 
seeming contradiction " It will be explained,” said the other, 
" when I tell you, that by this means we endeavour to find out 
the children’s several chaiacters With all our general strict- 
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nc’-'! nnd rcji^ilanly, Allow jn tins point a c< rtAin lAtitiide 
or clioico ithui the limiLs of our own stores of cloth nnd 
pannturcs the pupil*: nrc ptmiillcd to 'elect whit colotii tlicj 
please nnd *so lilewi'e, within niodemte limits^ in regard 
to shape end cut “Ihcir procedure, in these matters, wc 
nccuratclj nole for h> the colour xrc di'costr their turn of 
thinVuig* h3 the cut, their turn of nclinp Ilowcier, a 
dtciMst judgment in this is rendered difTicuH hj one 
ptculiar projitrlj of human nature, ht the tendenej to 
imitate, the incliiialion to unite with something It is lerv 
seldom that a pupil fancies nnj dress that has not heen 
alrtadj there, for most part, thej «clcct something Known, 
oinithing which lhe\ 'cc Ixifore their cjc' Yet this also we 
find worth ohscriing, h\ such trlcmnl circumstances tlicj 
dc*cHre thcmschtv of one parts or another they unite wnth 
th>* nr that, and thus some general features of llieirchnractc’^ 
are indtcnlcd , sre pcrccnc whither tncli tend', what example 
he follows 

I hast had cose* where the dispositions of our ciiildrtn 
serged to generality , wlurc one fashion thrtatened to extend 
«*scr ell nnd ans ilcMalion from it to dwindle into the stale 
of ixocplion tuch a turn of mnlUr wc endta-votir *ofl 1 y to 
stop we lit o ir 'liiias run o.it.^ this and that ’orl of stufT, 
this e»,J that *orl of decoraiion is no loners r to hi had sse 
jn»rcnh>ci •■or lethii g iir» nnd attnctisc l.y h’-ieht colour** 
and •^’orl »i lar* •harv, wr nllun. the list Is , by gravi. *h»ding«, 
h\ Cl mu’o !j< HI tai.n\ fol Kd male, the thoughtful . r’ld thus 
!i. i-*t, T» '• , restore the » ipi.hhnum 

“I'o** ti> ( 'iiro"*! we r'e alt her dll’. nehne^l . it eo.icc'lv 
t> f e' c***. rij'-J, i.’« rt tl>'M a»i\ oil rr 'jw of i I'toriioa, 
■r jl'* .rass" <■ tl«t j 1 r sif ch'h'tca fro**! tit cxe of tni,- 

< j *.• 1 " 

A- i* t’ '■ii'i oil rr cc'.s* i, Will fits re’*''hff’‘ tie 
*i I *" t’ I*'. ‘ *i . 1 " ! *’».* i-t the j o t w}*"e hy t’l' 
. I 1 * e** j - *ri fr'e* i vi* St» lease it, to 

TJ- s' I *1 r ‘ 



278 MEISTER’S TBAVEiS [chap xit 

At parting, it was now settled with the Oveaseer, that after 
the space of a twelvemonth, Wilhelm should return, when the 
grand ‘XViennial Festival was to be celebrated , on which 
occasion all the parents were invited , and limshed pupils were 
sent forth into the tasks of chanceful life. Then too, so he 
was informed, he might visit at his pleasure all the other 
Districts , where, on peculiar principles, each branch of educa- 
tion was communicated and reduced to practice in complete 
isolation, and with every furtherance 


CHAPTER XII 
Hersiha to Wtlhelm 

My valued, and to speak it plainly, dear friend, you are 
wrong , and yet, as acting on yonr oivn conviction, not wTrong 
either. So the Nut-brown Maid is found, then , foimd, seen, 
spoken to, known and acknowledged * And you tell us farther, 
that it IS impossible to wish tins strange person, in her own 
way, any happier condition , or, m her present one, to be of 
any real advantage to her 

And now you make it a point of conscience not to tell us 
where that wondrous being lives This you may settle with 
your own conscience , but to us it is unconscionable You 
think to calm Eenardo by assuring him that she is ivell He 
had said, almost promised, that he would content himself ivith 
this but what will not the passionate promise for others and 
themselves ' Know then that the matter is not in the least 
concluded as it yet stands She is happy, you tell us, happy 
by her own activity and merit but the youth would like to 
learn the How, the When and the Where , and, what is worse 
than this, his sisters too would like to learn Half a jeai is 
gone smee your departure , till the end of another half year we 
cannot hope to see you Could not you, like a shrewd and 
knowing man, contrive to play your eternal S.mige-et~Novr m 
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oiir ijf iphbourlioofl ? I 111% c «rcn people thil could male the 
Kniphl «;kip o^er nil the chc^^-boird %viUiouL c\rr lighting: 
tiTjcc on one ^pot Vou should Ictm Ihisfcai* jourfnends 
vouhl not ht^c to vnnt jou *>o long 

Jlul lo ‘■pt inj good-TTill to \mt in the clcarMl light-, I nov 
tell JOU in confidence, that tliire are Itro most enchanting 
crealurM on the road , v hcncc I mj not, nor whither , dc'^enhed 
Ihcj cannot be, and no ciilogN will do them justice A joungcr 
and nn elder Indj, Ik tween whom it nlwnjs gricaes one to 
make chone, the former 'o loselj, that nil must a.ish to he 
loscd hv htr, tliL latter bo altmcUae, that jou must wish to 
Irve licsidc her, though she did not lo\c \ou I could like, 
with nil mj heart, to bcc aou hemmed in, for three flnjs, 
between Ibcsc two Fplcndours. on the morning of the fourth, 
jour rigorous sow would stand jou in excellent stead 

llj waj of foretaste, I «cnd jovi a storj, which in some degree 
refers to them, what of it i* true or fictitious, jo.i c‘'n try to 
ham from thcmscUcs 

Tiir s»AV oi rim 

Ine Mnjor came riding into the court of the mansion , nnd 
JliKna.1u* iiicc\,was already standing without to recciie him, 
at t*if iKilto'u of the »tairs which led up to the rpartmciiLs 
Scrw»lj on Id In. rceogn.sc Iter, fo“ she hrtl grnwii holh in 
*‘a*i re at d l»e'uli ‘^iie fit w to i in t him he pre ^cd licr to 
h*s hi 'it 1 .th the frehi*':: of e fathi r 

lo the ll-*o''rs' Ills s**lcr. hi sre* hi fc ssc^come; ni* • a' 
n I’^na h '‘iH rr‘’rtd to pnpari hre-1 f'‘U the ’M-jo'- 'oJil 
wit^i a u '**'1 » T ** 1 <"■ l*i»s Ij» ,c I c'-’i CO ir to the r><-ijrt t 
tt ft,". **s I' at o't*- h ‘.r.r's It ft* »l.id O, r h-vt* ' i t’» 

I ' f 1 - » ,•* j,.* C-" 14-0. 1 111 ••'If th-* er 1 
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very soon expect my discharge, I can again look forward to 
an active life, which may secure decided advantages to us and 
ours We shall calmly see our children growing up beside us; 
and it will depend on us, on them, to hasten their union ” 

“ All this were well,” said the Saroness, ** had not I a secret 
to inform thee of, which I myself discovered £rst Hilana’s 
heart is no longer free- on her side thy son has little or 
nothing to hope for ” 

“What sayest thou?” cned the Major “Is it possible? 
While we have been taking all pains to settle economical con- 
cerns, does inchnation play us such a trick ? Tell me, love, 
quick tell me, who is it that has fettered Hilana's heart ? Or 
IS it then so bad as this ^ Is it not, perhaps, some transient 
impression we may hope to efface again ? ” 

“Thou must think and guess a little first,” replied the 
Baroness, and theieby heightened his impatience It had 
mounted to the utmost pitch, when the entrance of Hilaria, 
inth the servants bunging in breakfast, put a negative on 
any quick solution of the iiddle 

The Major himself thought he saw the fair girl with other 
eyes than a httle while before He almost felt ns if jealous of 
the happy man, whose image had been able to imprint itself 
on a soul so lovely The breakfast he could not rehsh , and 
he noticed not that all was ordered as he hked to have it, and 
os he had used to wish and require it 

In this silence and stagnation, Hilana herself almost lost 
her livehness The mother felt embarrassed, and led her 
daughter to the haipsichord but Hilaria’s sprightly and 
expressive playing scarcely extorted any approbation from 
the Major He wished the breakfast and the lovely girl fairly 
out of the way, and the Baroness was at last obliged to lesolve 
on breaking up, and proposed to hei brother a walk in the 
garden 

No sooner were they by themselves, than the Major press- 
ingly repeated his question , to which, after a pause, his sister 
answeied, smihng “If thou wouldst find the happy man 
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vltom «^lje lo»c9, thou hft^l not far to pa, lie is quite at hand , 
she la\<« /Arc 

'J he Mrjor stopped in nstoni«hniciit, then cried - It were n 
most iinsf-ieoiiahlc jest to tnck me into »-iich a. Ihoiipht, irhjch, 
if true, would inni-i. me fo emharrasced nnd unhappj For 
though I need time to rccoxer from im nninrcmcnt, I *-cc at 
oncgl'ince how pnciouslj our circumstances would he disturbed 
h> »o uiitoot cd-for nn incident llie onlj thing that comforts 
me i»ii nn persuasion that attachments of this sort are appartnl 
men U that a seJf-deception Iiirf s hehind tlicm, and that a 
good true soul will iindouhttdlj return from such mistakes, 
Hither In it< own strength, or at least In a little help from 
jiidinous fnends.” 

“I am not of that opinion,’* said tlic Uiroiiess, **l>j all (he 
sjmptoms, llilan.i's present feeling is a icrj scnotis one ** 

*'A thing to unnatural I should not lime expected from 
iiaturil n charneltr,** rtplud the Major 

“ i>o unnatural it n not, nfli r nH," *aid his sister “1 nn- 
»ilf Tcrolleel hminc, in ini own \outh, nn alLaehincnl to n 
man still older than thou Thou erl OfU , not mi 'cn pn-al 
nn rge for a nennau. if perhaps other Intlor iiitioas do ful 
loj’ur ** 


“lilt }n>~ do't Iheu support tin conjicturc 'a’d the 
>Iajo- 

“II IS 1 o omjecture it isetrtauil\ Min details Uioii "halt 
Ir i 1 an 1 In ” 

JO 1 "d tin t’l "Jill thi ^lajo'" ft^t liim'vlf rgs’i t 
} A ti c alltrcl Her pM »r, 'a »nmi'l to him 

,*ill o ■'r»'"aT<i no't p“i.N*io'*« Jl,a'i l» *i>*Te J'r iiiin'i r i I'l'e 
>*■*. • t' d'r, a'rr-ds li lw~o. ^ f„{_| 
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pomp of spring , and the Major, who saw so many old trees 
again putting on their vesture, might also believe in the 
returning of his own spring And who would not have been 
tempted to it, at the side of this most lovely maiden ? 

So passed the day with them , the various household epochs 
were gone through in high cheerfulness m the evening, after 
supper, Hilaria returned to her harpsichord , the Major bstened 
with other ears than in the mormng , one melody winded into 
another, one song produced a second, and scarcely could 
midnight separate the bttle party. 

On retiring to his room, the Major found everything 
arranged to suit his old habitual conveniences some copper- 
plates, even, which he liked to look at, had been shifted from 
other apartments, and his eyes being at last opened, he 
saw himself attended to and flattered in the most minute 
particulars 

A few hours' sleep sufficed on this occasion his buoyant 
spirits aroused him early But now he soon found occasion to 
observe, that a new order of things carries many inconveniences 
along with it His old groom, who also discharged the func- 
tions of lackey and valet, he had not once reproved during 
many years , for all went its usual course in the most rigid 
order , the horses were dressed, and the clothes brushed, at the 
proper moment J but today the master had risen earlier, and 
nothing suited as it used to do 

Ere long a new circumstance combined with this to ruffle 
him still farther At other times all had been right, as his 
servant had prepared it for him , now, however, on advancing 
to the glass, he found himself not at all as he wished to be. 
Some grey hairs he could not deny, and of wrinkles also there 
appears to have been a trace or two He wiped and powdered 
more than usual , and was fain at last to let matters stand as 
they could Then, it seemed, there were still creases in his 
coat, and still dust on his boots The old groom knew not 
what to make of this, and was amazed to see so altered a 
master before him. 
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In fpilc of nil Uici-c Inndrnnrts, tlie ^Injor pol doTm lo llic 
f;*ir<It.n iii poo<^ liinc llilnrin, wJiom lie hoped to find there, 
he nclunlK found She brought him ft nosegay, nnd ho had 
not the hcftrt to ki's her ns usual, and press her to Ins breast. 
He fill himself m the most delightful cmbairassmint, and 
iieldid lo Ins feelings, siitboiit refiecling uhither tbt\ might 
( arr} him 

'llie Baroness «oon joined them, and directing her brother 
to n note which had just been brought her bj n sptcial mts- 
•erigir. »lie criid “Thou w-ilt not guess s\hom tins announcci 
to US'" 

“'ll 11 us fit once, 11100,“ said the Mftjor, and it now 
nppfnred tli"t nn old lliealntal friind wfis Imsilling b\ ft 
load not far olT. find pmposing toe ill fora moment. “1 nm 
fuixioiis to Fe*e him ftgain,“ said the Maior “he is iiocbicltn 
now , find I hear he still plnjs soting parts “ 

“He nni't be tm soars older than lbou,‘ replied the 
Ilaruiu s 

“ He n.usl,” said the Major, “ froi i nil that I rciiicmber “ 

Thti had not wnileil long, when n Inedi, hontbonu, cour- 
tious m»n slept forward to tl.im Yit the friends »oon 
r<-c.igm*r\l rath otliir, nml ncollet lions of all sorts t nhitinsl 
Uii ci'iiirr.**tioii 'J h* V pn-KTideil to ipieftioiis, to an' rer*, to 
na'raMici, ll e\ mnlualli nndcti’own Iht r pn sent ’'itnatioof^, 
0*1 I 111 •• short time fill «« if Ihii had ri ler lieeii n parotid 

'*renl bi»*on inforri* I's O «l thin p »»un had, ni former 
tKi . Iw ,,, then ft »tri elegant ft»»d gr'eii'nl xoulh. hau the 
s’ i>f bxJ fu'lur ( to fittrait the faio ir of s I'di of raid 
*■ ‘ 1 1 t' is •Moai's hr h <d co"*e »*ito p -ph'cili emd meo,,., 

0 >t i.f vhi ij tl e M*u>*. r* the serj * in ,it it when l’ » j'tidr»t 
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the Major viewed as a whole, and m detail, the exterior con- 
dition of his old fiiend He seemed not in the smallest 
altered and it was not to be wondered at that he could still 
appear on the stage as an actor of youthful parts *®Thou 
inspectest me more stiictly than is fan,” said he at last to the 
Major ** I fear thou findest the difference between this and 
bygone times but too great ” 

** Not at all,” replied the Major “ on the contiary, it fills 
me with astonishment to find thy look fresher and younger 
than mine , though I know thou wert a firmset man at the 
time when I, with the boldness of a callow desperado, stood 
by thee in certain straits ” 

“ It IS thy own fault,” replied the other , “ it is the fault of 
all like thee , and though you are not to he loudly censured 
for it, you are still to he blamed You think only of the 
needful , you wish to he, not to seem This is very well, so 
long as one ts anything But when, at last. Being comes to 
recommend itself by Seeming, and this Seeming is found to be 
even more transient than the Being, then every one of you 
discovers that he would not have done amiss, if, in his care for 
what was inward, he had not entirely neglected what was 
outward ” 

“Thou art right,” rephed the Major, and could scarcely 
suppress a sigh 

“ Perhaps not altogether right,” said the aged youth , “ for 
though in my trade it were unpardonable if one did not tty to 
parget-up the outward man as long as possible, you people 
need to think of other thmgs, which are more important and 
profitable ” 

“Yet there are occasions,” said the Major, “ when a man 
fpols; fresh internally, and could wish, with all his heart, that 
he weie fiesh externally too ” 

As the stranger could not have the slightest suspicion of 
the Major’s real state of mind, he took these words m a 
soldierly sense; and copiously explained how much depended 
on externals in the art military, and how the oflicer, who had 
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iwj nmch nUontjon to hc-low on drccs msgljt nppU n little nl*^o 
to "il in nticl liair 

« J or cTftinpli',’ Lonlinucd he. « it imliilntnbk Uiit >oiir 
trinjiles iire nlrcndv f;rp>, thnt vniiklc! nre litre mid tlirrc 
p/ilhcnng tn;rcthrr^ and that jour erm n threatens to prow, 
hsid jSoiT looh nt me, old ftllow ns I nni ' Sec lioiv I Imsc 
held out' And nil this without si itchcmft , nnd with fir less 
|i mis find c.'ine than others Inl e, dnj nftcr dnj. in ppoilinp, or 
at levl utiriiiip thom«clie» 

Tiie Ulnjor found this accidentnl con\cr*.ntion too precious 
nn nflsir to thinl of ending it soon, hut he went to work 
softli.end wiUi precmilion towards cicn nii old ncqiimntenec 
“'lilts o]iporlunits, nlns, I hasc lost,’’ cried he. “nnd it is 
past rteslliiip now I must cten content mjsclf ns I rnn. nnd 
sou will not think wor<.e of me on that necount ■“ 

it is not," said the oilier, “were not \ou pm\c 
ptntUinin so stiff nnd «ltihhorit did joii not dircctlj call out 
s sin, if he thinks nbotit Ins person, nnd ca«t nwa> from jou 
the hnppuicss of \ieinp in pleasant compun. nnd pleasmp 
tl <rt soureln'" 

“If it IS not nia^ic," «mil*«l the Major, “that sou people 
i’*e for 1 n pni" so'i’-clics joun’. It i< at all eunts n secret , 
1 r rl It \oo b-ie nm t, 'Och ns one ofttn 'ces lHprai*ed 
• 1 ni is‘p-ij.rs am. from t’’t*c sou picl out the best " 

“.Itdc o' « imi t. sa'd tin otlitr “ tJin i h"*t *i>ol « »i truth 
Ar. . Shf I la’n tlunf;s that Lass besii Iritd fsir p.vinp 'ooif 
tl}' 1 ' t tie eatrro- whuh oAcn f iiU fir ‘onsr tlian ih 
or, tor s a*-> , 'a fret, e« ri** n im 'lo"b?e ri .■ pi s, « niph as 
-f*l c*'~ j 'I j.'id wh.eJi, rs in.nartrd to lat In bn th'x i of 
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The thought that such a thing was possible, and that this 
possibility was held out to him so accident^iy at the very 
moment of need, enlivened the spirit of the Major to such a 
degiee, that he actually appeared much fresher and brisker 
already at table, excited by the hope of bringing head and 
face into harmony with his heart, and by eagerness to get 
acquainted with the methods of doing so, he was quite another 
man , he met Uliana’s graceful attentions with alacniy of 
soul, and even looked at her with a certain confidence, which 
in the morning he was far from feeling 

If the dramatic stranger had contrived, by many recollec- 
tions, stones and happy hits, to keep up the cheerful humour 
once excited, he so much the more alarmed the Major, on 
signifying, when the cloth was removed, that he must now 
think of setting forth and continuing his journey By 
every scheme in his power, the Major strove to facilitate 
his friend’s stay, at least for the night , he pressingly engaged 
to have horses and relays in readiness next morning, in a 
word, the healing toilette was absolutely not to get out of the 
premises, till once he had obtained more light on its contents 
and use 

The Major saw very well that here no time must be lost, 
he accordingly endeavoured, soon after dinner, to take his old 
favourite aside, and speak with him in private Not having 
the heart to proceed directly to the point, he steeied towards 
it afar off, and, taking up the former conversation, signified 
That he, for his part, would willingly bestow more care on his 
exterior, were it not that people, the moment they observed 
a man making such an attempt, marked him down for vain , 
and so deducted from him in regard to moral esteem, what 
they felt obliged to yield him in regard to sensible 

« Do not vev me with such phrases • ” said his friend 
these are words to which society has got accustomed, with- 
out attaching any meaning to them ; or if we take it up “o™ 
strictly, by which it indicates its unfriendly and spiteful 
nature If thou consider it rightly, what, after all, is this 
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*11111 xRiiiU tlicv ll}n^c' io much ndo nboiit ' E\crj mnii 
rliniilci ftol *om< jilci'jurr in him*-''lf, nncl hipp\ he who feels 
it. Hut if he tloc* feel it, hoi- can he help letting other* 
notice it I low phftH he h'llc, in the midst of life, that it 
plies him jo> tohealire^* If pood cnciet3,nnd I mem this 
cxclutiielj lure, onl\ hlanicd such indications ulion thci 
lucnint looiiolcnt, wht ii the jos of one mnn oier his exist- 
ence hindeixd other'* to hue lox and to show it oier theirs, it 
were pnod and well , and from this ctcc«s the censure has, m 
f"tU orpinaUi pprunp Hut what are we to mike of that 
straiipc pnrn, nbnepatiiip npour npainst a Ihinp which cannot 
he nio’deil ^ \Vh> should not a displiv of fcchnp on the part 
of other* In coniidercd innocent and tolerable, which, more 
or less, we frt>m time to tune allow oursclic.*? I*or it is the 


phaiufs otic has m himstlf, the desire to comniunicatc this 
ooiiscioii«ness of his to otlicn, that makes a mm nprreildc, 
the ftelinp of his own prnce that makes him practfu) \\ otdd 
to Ileiicn all men were lein * that is, were lam with clc-r 
pirctplion, with modi ration and in n proper seii*e, we rhoidd 
tl cn in the cuUuatid world, lime hippi times of it. Women, 
It i* to’d ii«, are lam from tin leri cradle, icl dor* it not 
tK'rome tlicin, do thej i,ot pleate u* the nion - How can a 
lo ith form himself, if l,e n not lain^ An ca.pta, hollor 
1 ature, wilt In this ii cent, at least co’itnie to pne itself an 
o ilsissd s^sow, rnd a prxjp'sr man will soon train himself fmni 
th- ojt‘’de i.iwnrd' Vs to nn o »i «hire, I have ria«on t«» 


Cl ,er rns ’f in this pom* a mo't happi man fo- rn 
*r V ,11 ‘‘if lit i« h-n p sa,n, red t’ e la.iur I »m, tl f 
{ e-e I pjvo I f 1 p-a-nd wh.n otl»r« r-e 

li'amt, , *■ ^ h"'e *1 Ik m th 'm w the h'pi le * m ^ 
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with some propiiety the statement of his own wish But now 
he was afiraid, if their dialogue proceeded thus, he idiould be 
led still farther from his aim; so he hastened to the point 
diiectly 

“ For my own pait,” said he, " I should by no means 
disincline to enlist under thy dag, since thou still boldest it to 
be in time, and thmkest I might yet in some degree make up 
for what is lost Impart to me somewhat of thy tinctures, 
pomades, and balsams , and I will make a trial of them ^ 

** Imparting,” said the othei, “is a harder task than you 
suppose Here, for example, it were still to small puipose 
that I poured thee out some hquors from my phials, and left 
the half of the best ingredients in my toilette the appliance 
IS the hardest. You cannot, on the instant, appropiiate what 
IS given you how this and that suit together, under what 
circumstances, in what sequence things are to be used , all this 
requires practice and study, nay, study and practice them- 
selves will scarcely profit, if one bung not to the business a 
natuial genius for it ” 

“ Thou art now, it seems, for diavung back,” said the Major 
“ Thou raisest difficulties when I would have thy truly some- 
what fabulous assertions rendered certam Thou hast no mind 
to let me try thy words by the test of action ” 

“ By such banterings, my fnend,” replied the other, “ thou 
wouldst not prevail on me to gratify thy wish , if it were not 
that I entertain such affection for thee, and indeed first made 
the proposal myself Besides, if we consider it, man has quite 
a pecuhar pleasure in making Proselytes, in bringing ivhat 
he values in himself into view also without himself on others , 
causing others to enjoy what be enjoys , finding in others his 
own likeness, represented and reflected back to him In sooth, 
if this IS selfishness, it is of the most laudable and lovable 
sort, that selfishness which has made ns men and keeps us so 
From this universal feeling, then, apart from my friendship to 
thee, I shall be happy in having such a scholar in the great 
youth-renewing axt But, as from a master it may be expected 
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tlittt ho *hn.ll produce no botcher by bii tnininfr, 1 confc« 
tmsilf n. little nl n loci ho ^ to ict nbout it, I told tluc 
«!re«d^ that neither rccipci nor instruction*! would n\ftil . the 
practice c-innot be tauj»ht b^ iim\crsal mk*! Tor thj cihc, 
ft.nd fremi the ni«h to propipatc ni> doctrine, I om r<ad\ to 
mate nnj •‘icrificc *Jhc jjrealict in my power for the present 
inotncnt I will now propocc to thee 1 shnll lease ms cerxnnl 
here a fort of smitin/r'iii’iii And conjuror, who, if be docs 
not undcr*!and preparing cxcrsllnng’ if be bos not aflli*c*cn 
initinted into nil the Tnjstcric«, enn nppK my preparations 
ptrfectU . and i.i the first <tagc of the attempt will be of 
preat use to thee, till once thou liaie wo*-kefl tin sms fo 
far into the art, that I maj rcscnl to thee the higher pccrcts 
aVo’* 

“IIow*” cncil the Major “thou hast stages and digrces 
in tbs art of making soung’ Thou hast secret? cstn for the 
initiated 

“No doubt of it’" replied Ibe oilier “Uial srev but 
a sorrs art whieb could l>e camprtbended all at once, the 
Ia»t point of whuh could lie seen by one jtnl entering its 
piss inrls." 

^%j*htmt loss s'f lime, the sraiting man wa*" formallv con 
s rnef to lilt Slsjor, who siipagsd to treat bun h-nds-outels 
'1 IK Hsroi'ct' was called on for drawtr*', haves, glassi*- to 
s*ha‘ ptirp!*- the I new nut tlu p lition of IIk to.lrtle s*oTe 
ssent fi "o* an* tbs fr.t Jid* k\ pt topt tl a r in n pas and sp'-,£»kUs 
lUf* 'I ti’l nfl/” rs'^blfsl) At i i'>o ir «*% *i>me line laSf. Uie 
f ii I tf id lii'kasf,] , 1 '*’ ‘■'iif* t re b*r>c to return 
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Major was obliged to content himself, and let his head be 
anointed, his face painted, his eyebrows pencilled, his bps 
tipt with salve. Besides all this, there were various ceremomes 
still required , nay, the very nightcap was not to be put on 
immediately, not till a net, or even a fine leather cap, had 
been drawn on next the head 

The Majoi laid himself in bed with a sort of unpleasant' 
feeling, which, however, he had no time to investigate the 
nature ofj as he very soon fell asleep But if we might speak 
with his spirit, we should say he felt himself a httle mummy- 
lihe, somewhat between a sick man and a man embalmed 
Yet the sweet image of Hilmia, encircled with the gayest 
hopes, soon led him into a refreshing sle^. 

In the morning, at the proper hour, the groom was ready 
in his place All that pertained to his master's equipment lay 
in wonted order on the chaim, and the Mtyor was just on 
the point of using, when the new attendant entered, and 
stiongly protested against any such precipitation He must 
rest, he must wait, if their enterprise was to prosper, if they 
were to be rewarded for their pains and labour The Major 
now learned that he had to nse by and by, to take a slight 
breakfast, and then go into a batli, which was already pre- 
pared for him The regulations were inflexible , they required 
a strict observance , and some hours passed away under these 
occupations. 

The Major abiidged the lesting-time after his bath, and 
thought to get his clothes about him , for he was by nature 
expeditious, and at present he longed to see Hilaria but 
in this point also his new servant thwarted him ; and sigmfled, 
that in all cases he must drop the thought of being in a 
huriy Whatever he did, it appeared, must be done leisurely 
and pleasurably, but the time of dressing was e^ccially 
to be considered as a cheerful hour for conversation ivith 
oneself 

The valet’s manner of proceeding completely agreed with 
his words But, in return, the Major, when, on stepping 
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forw'i'-cl to llu gift*'-, he PAW himpelf trimined out in the 
neilc^t fi*hlon, waHj tliouglil that lie «np helltr drc«!ed 
tlmn fomierU* Without inanj word®, the conjuror had tlianged 
the \trj unirnmi into it newer cut, having ppent the night in 
wording nt il An npparenUj «o quick reju\tnc^eoncc pul 
Uir Major in hi'«. h%rlic<5t mood , po tJint he fell hitu'-^lf as if 
renointrd hoth without and within, ond hopltncil with im- 
patient longing to hit friends 

He found hi( sister engaged in looling at the ptdigrcc, 
which phe had catwed to be hung up, the com ervitio’i last 
night haring turned on «omc collateral relations, unmamr-d 
person*, or rtsidenl in foreign countries, or eiilirclj gone out 
of sight, from all of whom the Barones's and her brother had 
ino'-e or h«s liope of heritages for tliemsclit-s or thtir fnmihes 
Iluj comer-ed n while on these mslUrs, wiUioul im nlion- 
ing the circuri»l'*nce Umt all Ihtir economical caf«.«- and 
eserlion-* had hitherto hem polelj directwl to thtir ehihlrrn 
1J\ Ililaria'ft rttachment the whole of thi» protpec I had nltc real 
>el luithe- llu Mnjo- nor hi- «,dtr cmild «ummon eoiirog* to 
nentio.i it firnirr, nt this nomtnl. 


'Ilie Baroaiss h ft lh « room , tlu Major was standing nleru 
ls*bre tin * l-eoric hi ’on of hii famili Ildma stepl m to 
Inti •hf leant h'Tsrlf on him i i n I u U ththl 111 e wav , h «4 td 
at t’l pa ' v - hmcrit . m 1 mltd him whori of all thr -/ fit hoif 
krorn »♦ 1 rbo of tl t n were * 1,11 l*rt nt*J Imng 

*l n Major },jt dilmration with the olUe I , of wt < n»a 
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the Chief-Marshal, himself, and his sister, and beneath him his 
son, with Hilaria at his side 

“These two look each other straig;ht enough in the face,” 
said the Major , not addmg what he thought of the matter m 
his heart 

, After a pause Hilana answered, in a meek small tone, and 
almost with a sigh “ Yet those, sviely, are not to blame who 
look upwards ” At the same time she looked up to him with 
a pair of eyes, out of which her whole love was speaking 

“Do I imderstand thee rightly?” said the Major, turnmg 
round to her 

“ I can say nothmg,” answered she, with a smile, “ which 
yois do not know already ” 

“ Thou makest me the happiest man under the sun,” cned 
he, and fell at her feet “ Wilt thou be mine ? ” 

** For Heaven’s sake nse • I am thine forever ” 

The Baroness entered Though not suiprised, she rather 
hesitated “If it be wrong, sister,” said the Major, “tlie 
blame is thine if it be nght, we will thank thee forevei ” 

The Baroness from youth upwards had so loved hei brother, 
that she preferred him to all men, and perhaps Hilaria’s 
attachment itself had, if not arisen from this sisterly partiahty, 
at least been cherished by it All three now united m one 
love, in one delight, and thus the happiest hours flew over 
them Yet at last their eyes reopened to the world around 
them bkemse; and this rarely stands in unison with such 
emotions 

They now again bethought them of the son For him 
Hilana had been destined, this he himself well knew 
Directly after finishing the business with the Chief-Marshal, 
the M^or had appointed his son to expect him in the 
garrison, that they might settle everything together, and 
conduct these purposes to a happy issue. But now, by an 
unexpected occurrence, the whole state of matters had been 
thrown out of joint, the circumstances which before plied 
into one another so kindly, now seemed to be assuming a 
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htv'lilc ju-pcrt, nnti it rras not cnsj to far<«pc tutn tlic 

niJair would tolc, wlml iompcr would <ei/c the itidiMdunh 
concerned in U 

AlennwhiU the ^I*yor iras obliged to rc'tolie on ii iling 
liM ton, to whom lie Imd nlrtiilj Announced hini«clf Not 
without reluctonce, not without singular forccistings not 
without pun at cicn for it thort tune letting llilent, he at 
nflir much l!n<»tririg, loo! the rotd . and lcA^^ng groom 
end hor*ct hrhtnd him, proceeded tnlh his cotmctic falct, 
who had now become an indispontthlc appendtge, to ardt 
th{ town whtre hit «on resided 

Doth •tltitcd and tinbreced each ollitr cordiallt, aftir “o 
lo ig t ttptrtlion ^ Itet had much to conimmitc.itc , jet 
th«^ did not ju«t comtncnci with whnl Itt netrc't Ihcir 
hrtrt* 'ihe ron si«.nt into cop.ous talk about hts hopes of 
sp-«“lj eiltnnceminl , in reltim for which, the fttlicr gate 
Inin prrci*r account*- of what had Ix'tn di«co*<ed and dc*er- 
mit id hilwnn the elder tnrribcrs of Uic famiU, Imth in wgtrd 
to fortune in gtiurtl, to the mditidunl c'l itcs. and cierj thing 
P'rt-itiirg to them 

T* lo itir'''lion wn» in *onie derree luginning to fi-’g 
whcji tl t lo 1 took hiart, and na'd to hi* ftthc* with t •riih 
“t*»i tnt* r.e t*’'\ Icnd'rlt, dt-'r falhir uni I than! \ou 
f« ** it Ti o I t'-U me of p'xjp* rUes and fortune, a iv! m* “itu'-j 
T> *• the ti *. * wluili, at Ua*t in part, i ’ pi ar\ ti* Iv* 

nv* So 1 I ct p b 111 111 name of Hibi a, ami ixpci’ ll ,t 
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to my true happmess as \vell as my fortune Some time or 
other it must be said , be it said then even now ; Hilona 
cannot make me happy ' I think of Hilaria as of a lovely 
lelative, towards whom I would live all my days with the 
friendliest feehngs, but another has awakened my affection, 
another has bound my heart The attachment is irresistible , 
you will not make me miserable ” 

Not without effort did the Major conceal the cheerfulness 
which was rising over his face , and in a tone of mild serious- 
ness inquire of the son Who the person was that had so 
entirely subdued him ? — “ You must see her yourself, father,” 
said the other, *‘for she can as little be described as com- 
prehended I have but one fear, — that you yourself will 
be led away by her, like every one that approaches her By 
Heaven, it will be so , and I shall see you the rival of your 
son ! ” 

**But who IS she, then**” mquired the Mtqor "If it is 
not in thy power to dehneate her personal characteristics, 
tell me at least of her outward circumstances , these at least 
may be described ” 

"Well, then, father,” replied the son “and yet these 
outward circumstances too would be different in a different 
person, would act otherwise on another She is a young 
ividow, heiress of an old nch man lately deceased , inde- 
pendent, and well meiiting to be so , acquainted with many, 
loved by just as many, courted by just as many, yet, if I 
mistake not very greatly, m her heart wholly mine ” 

With joyful vivacity, as the father kept silence, and gave 
no sign of disapproval, the son proceeded to describe the 
conduct of the fair widow towards him; told of her all- 
conquenng grace, recounted one by one her tender expres- 
sions of favour , in which the fatlier truly could see nothmg 
but the light friendliness of a universally-courted woman, who 
RTnoTig so many may indeed prefer some one, yet without on ‘ 
that account entirely deciding for him Under any other 
circumstances he would doubtless have endeavoured to worn a 
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fon, nn>» txt'n n fr.iin?, of the Fclf-tlctoplion winch niicht 
proh^hl^ cnoncli lie nt «or}- here but in the ptCM'nt ense he 
ljiin*-t]f was «o Aiixiou*! for liis von*s hiinp right, for the f'lir 
■wiflow'i rr**!!^ loMng him, nnd ns ^oon ns po«ilile I'tcKling 
in h>< fa^our, tJiat he either felt ro Fcroptc of Uii*. «orlr, 
or h'lni'shctl nnj fiich from his nitnil, perhaps ocn onls 
eonctitletl it 

"tniou pltwest me in groat perpleeiL\,*' began tlic father, 
after «onic pau«c “Xlic nhole arrangement hcl«ein tlie 
»ur\i\ing members of our famiU depends on the tinder- 
«tnn(?iijp that llioii wed Hilnnn. If she wed a stranger, the 
whole fair, tareful combination of a fine fortune, fall-* to Iht 
ground ng»in, and thou tin 'elf art not too well proiided for 
'nnre i' c'’rtainU nnollitr i»a% still, hut one s-hich sounds 
mthir Flrange, end In nh'clt thmi wouUlst gam scrj httU 
J, in Ills ohl das', might ned llilnnn. a plan nhndi could 
h^nlls give thee any rerr h’rh sntnfact.on “* 

‘ 'Ihe liiehe-t in the no-ld *" «ac!n. med the lieutenant 
“for s ho can feel n Init alt"rhment, nho can rnjos or nnlici* 
pate llu happiness of lose, without s ishmg <\ifs fnend, 
tstrs one sxl in > ht s aloes llic h*,c suj n?mi, filicits ’ Von 
rre i ot ohl, father, and Itoi" I »si.Is •>. Itilans’ I'scn the 
tr n I'd tho ir-ht of otlinnc Inr sour hand Iw *p aks a 
Vtnitlif'jl ht srt- en unimpaind spirit, 1 /ci »»s l«t c up th*' 
t'lo” Id th s project, on the rj ot, ni. i ioi.s.di '• rotl ins, ti 
r*'''.-- it t* n<'i.,'*ils ^Is own happ ' t wo ild Ih* conp^ t 
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fair widow Avhom they found in a commodious and splendid 
house, with a select rather than numerous party, all engaged 
in cheerful conversation She was one of those female souls 
whom no man can escape With incredible address she con- 
trived to make our Miyor the hero of this evening The rest 
of the party seemed to be her family ; the Major alone wm 
her guest His circumstances she already knew very ivell, 
yet she had the skill to ask about them, as if she were wishmg, 
now at last, to get right infoimation on the subject from him- 
self, and so, likewise, eveiy individual of the company was 
made to show some interest in the stranger One must have 
known his brother, a second his estates, a third something 
else concerned with him , so that the Major, in the midst of 
a lively conversation, still felt himself to be the centre More- 
over, he was sitting next the fan one , her eyes were on him, 
her smile was directed to him , in a word, he felt himself so 
comfortable, that he almost forgot the cause which had 
brought him She herself scaicely ever mentioned his son, 
though the young man took a keen share in the conversation 
it seemed as if in her eyes, he, like all the lest, was present 
only on his father's account 

The guests strolled up and down the rooms, and grouped 
themselves into accidental knots The Lieutenant stept up 
to his fair one, and asked “ What say you to my father 

With a smile she replied “ Methinks you might well take 
him as a pattern Do but look how neatly he is dressed* 
If his manner and bearing are not better than his gentle 
son’s ' ” And thus she contmued to cry up and praise the 
father at the son’s expense, awakening, by tins means, a very 
mixed feehng of contentment and jealousy in the young man’s 
heart 

Ere long the Lieutenant came in contact with his fathei, 
and recounted all this to him It made the Major’s manner 
to his fair hostos so much the more friendly , and she, on her 
side, began to treat him on a more lively and trustful footing 
In short, we may say that, when the company broke up, the 
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Mftjo’-, ns vtll as tfjt rtsl, nlrc-uly belonged to ber, nnd lo her 
cirrlr 

A licasj TOin presented the guests from reluming home ns 
Ibes had conic feome coaches droic up, into s hicb the 
si-nUtn nrrangid tbcni'chcs, onlj the l^icutcnnnt, under the 
pretext that the cnrnigc ssns already loo crosrded, hi his 
fnthi r drise an ay, and stayed behind 

'I he ^Injor, on entering Ins apaKinciil, felt nclitalU coiifu*'cd 
and gid<ly in mind , uncertain of hnn*clf , as is the ease with 
tix, on pv'ing rapidU from one slate to the opposite Tlic 
land *1111 «ccms in motion lo a man who i.tej>s from shipboard , 
and the light still cjuixirs in the eye of him vrbo contts at onre 
into dartnes" So did the Major rtill feel Inmself encircled 
with lilt presence of Uial fair licing He «i'hetf siiH to 
ttr, to Iitar her, again lo tee, again to hear htr, and after 
«»u t coiiMdcrntion he forgaxc his «on. nay, he thought him 
happx that lie might pretend lo Uie nppropnatiou of Mich 
lo\ebnc*s 

1 ram thfc fcibnjn, he was roused by the l^icutiannl, who, 
wiib b*ih <xpn*^.in.s of rapture, ni'lud into the room, 
• r»b-artd bi* fattier, a»jd txclftimcd 1 am the }inppic‘t man 
in Ih'- wodii *'■ After ml mon'of such pnbmuiam pbr-. c , 
th two at la..* came 111 a*i explanalio'i Thcfilbt nr«"ri-fd, 
lha* lh( f.rl-dx in coiiXtr*- ng with him Imd not me'itiond 
the*'! 1,0- hmtcvl *l h'ln bx a siogU salHblc — •**lh’'l 1 = yu-l 
hr- *nft, sh >t, ,a alii.g, l,alf d*'erire'an;' wav b, 

‘•’i 'i xo, b-v, e *"i'i of Xf»i r «, he -* 1 \t* c"*! rmr*- 
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we be, if the needle were at last attracted by owcselvea. May 
all good be given you, and all errors forgiven * 


It is said of women, that they cannot send away a letter 
ivithout tacking postscripts to the end of it. Whatever 
inferences you may draw from the fact, I cannot deny that 
this IS my second postscript^ and the place, after all, where 
I am to tell you the flower of the whole matter This arrow- 
shaft, on the little patch of map, Milana herself was at the 
pains to draw, and to decorate with such dainty plumage 
the sharp point, however, was the fair Widow’s work Have 
a care that it do not scratch, or perhaps pierce you Oui 
bargain is, that whenever you meet, be this where it may, you 
are forthinth to present the small shred of paper, and so be 
the sooner and more heartily admitted into trust. 

A WOED FROM THE EOITOB 

That a certain deficiency, perhaps discernible in the parts, 
ceitainly discernible here and there in the whole, cannot hence- 
forth be avoided, we ourselves take courage to forewarn the 
leader, without fearing thereby to thwart his enjoyment In 
the present task, undertaken truly with forethought and good 
heait, we still meet with all the inconveniences which have 
delayed the publication of these little volumes for twenty 
years This period has altered nothing for the better We 
still find ourselves in more than one way impeded , at this or 
that place, threatened with one obstruction or another For 
we have to solve the uncertain problem of selecting ironi 
those most multifarious papers, what is worthiest and most 
important, so that it be grateful to thinking and cultivated 
minds, and refresh and forward them in many a province^ of 
hfir> Now here are the Journals, moi e or less complete, lying 
before us, sometimes communicable vnthout scruple, some- 
times, a gain , by reason of their unimportant, and likewise of 
their too important contents, seemingly unfit for insei tion. 
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There arc not r%Ln n/intinp *ectioiis dc\olt«l to tl>e nchtnl 
worltl , on Irclinicrl mcl ollirr practicftt txlenml miIj- 

jtct< To cut the«e ofi 05 .ncongrwons tvo do not deterrmne 
without rcluclnncc; o' life nml inclinniinn, I.no' Icelpe and 
pv'-.on, ►Irangely combining togcllitr, go on here in the 
5trn*l« »l wnion 
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fo’’ glopous objects , but not «o con eqiicnl and deep soareb- 
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CHAPTER XIII 

The proposed nddle raised some scmples m Wilhelm’s 
mind , yet ere long he began to feel a still attracfaon in the 
matter, an impulse of longing to reach that appointed hne, 
and follow its direction , as, indeed, we are wont to seize with 
eagerness any specific object, that excites onr imagination, oui 
active faculties, and to wish that we might accomphsh it and 
partake of it 

A child that, in asking alms of us, puts mto our hand a 
card with five Lottery Numbers written on it, we do not lightly 
turn away unserved , and it depends on the moment, especially 
if it be shortly before the drawing, whether we shall not, with 
accidentally stimulated hope, qmte against our usual custom, 
stake heavy shares upon these very numbers 

The wanderer now tried on a large Map the httle fragment 
which had been sent him , and stood surprised, amazed, 
afihghted, as he saw the needle pointing straight to Mignon’s 
native place, to the houses where she had hved What his 
peculiar feelings were, we do not find declared , but whoever 
can brmg back to memory the end of the ApprenttcesTiipy will 
in his own heart and mind, without diificulty, call forth the 
like 

The chief cause, however, why we meet with scantier records 
of this excursion than we could have wished, may probably be 
this that Wilhelm chanced to fall in with a young liiely 
companion of his journey, by means of whom it became easy 
to retain for himself and his friends a vivid and strong remem- 
brance of this pious pilgrimage, without any aid of writing 
Unexpectedly he finds himself beside a Paintei , one of that 
class of persons whom we often see wandering about the world, 
and still oftener figurmg in Romances and Dramas, but m 
this case, an individual who showed himself at once to be 
really a distinguished artist The two very soon got ac- 
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(}u*utiU<l, cotnmanicntctl llicir dtfirw, projocLs 

p irp-Ti c^. And now il n.p|wnr*. that tJiis pVilfiil nrtiKt, ^^lio 
dt'hphln in pa*ntii>g nqtinlic Innd'cnpcfl, nnd cnn dtcoratc Ins 
picres %• jth nth, wt*l!-itnn^n«l, wcll-cxccutcd rdtiitions nnd 
Ini'" Incn pofcionatcl^ ntlmrled hv Mignon'K 
form, dc-stinj, nnd htin/» U« hrs often painlcd liir filrrads , 
Mid is noM ponij; forth to cop> frtim ■nntwvc the *ct new. here 
fhe pa' cd her carl^ jeat^, amid the*^e to represent the dear 
rhihf, in hnpp\ and uniinppj circumstances nnd niomtnts nnd 
Utus to make her imngt, ahtch h\cs in nil tender hiart*, 
prescTit nJsn to the scn»e of the c\e 
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meeting with "Wilhelm, had combined and painted with all its 
characteristic features Li the heart of the rude Mountains 
shines the graceful seeming-boy, encucled with toppling cliffs, 
besprayed with cataracts, in the middle of a motley horde. 
Never, perhaps, was a gnm, precipitous, primeval mountain- 
pass more beautifully or expressively relieved with hving 
figures The particoloured, gipsy-Iookmg group, at once rude 
and fantastic, strange and common, too loose to cause fear, too 
singular to awaken confidence Stout beasts of burden are 
bearing along, now over paths made of trees, now down by 
steps hewn in the rock, a tawdry chaotic heap of luggage, 
round which all the instruments of a deafening music hang 
danglmg to and fro, to afiright the ear fi*om time to time with 
rude tones. Amid all this, the lovely child, self-collected 
without defiance, indignant without resistance, led but not 
dragged Who would not have looked with pleasure at this 
singular and impressive picture «• Given in strong characters, 
frowned the stem obstruction of these rock masses, nven 
asunder by gloomy chasms, toweied up together, threatening 
to hinder all outgate, had not a bold bridge betokened the 
possibility of again coming into union with the rest of the 
world Nor had the Artist, with his quick feeling of fictitious 
truth, forgot to indicate the entrance of a Cave, which you 
might equally regard as the natural laboratory of huge crystals, 
or as the abode of a fabulously frightful brood of Lragons 
Not without a holy feai did our friends visit the Marchese’s 
palace The old man was still absent on his travels , but in 
this circle also, the two wanderers, knowing well how to apply 
and conduct themselves both towards spiritual and tempered 
authorities, were kindly received and entertained 

The absence of the owner also was to Wilhelm veiy pleasant , 
for although he could have wished to see the worthy gentle- 
man, and would have heartily saluted him, he felt afiaid of 
the Marchese's thankful geneiosity, and of any forced recom- 
pense of that true loving conduct, for which he had already 
obtained the fairest reward 
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And lliun A«ir fnrntU \ enl flo^taii;r in pn\ bonts from ^-bovc 
lo ‘■bore, rriii‘’np' Ih** I-nVc iti rterv dirtclioii It t i‘ Iht 
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started some gay song , and thus^ in hours of rest} delightfully 
enlivened and accompanied their movement, when out in long 
voyages over the water. But now it happened, that in one of 
the palaces they were visiting, he found a curious pecuhar 
stringed instrument ; a lute of small size, strong, well-toned, 
convement, and portable he soon contrived to time it , and 
then handled the strings so pleasantly, and so well entertamed , 
those about him, that, like a new Orpheus, he subdued by soft 
harmonies the usually rigorous and dry castellam, and lundly 
constrained him to lend the instrument for a time , under the 
condition that before depaiting, the singer should faithfully 
return it , and m the interim, should come back some Sunday 
or holyday, and again gratify them by his music 

Quite another spirit now enlivened lake and shore, boat 
and skiff strove which should be nearest our friends, even 
freight and market barges lingered in their neighbourhood, 
lows of people on the beach followed their course, when 
landing, they were encircled by a gay-minded throng, when 
departing, each blessed them, with a heart contented, yet full 
of longing 

And now, at last, to any third party who had watched our 
friend, it must have been apparent enough that their mission 
was, in fact, accomplished all scenes and localities referring 
to Mignon had been not only sketched, but partly brought 
into light, shade and colour , partly, in warm, midday hours, 
finished with the utmost fidelity Bi effecting this, they had 
shifted from place to place in a pecuhar way, as Wilhelm’s 
vow frequently impeded them this, however, they had now 
and then contrived to evade, by explaining it as vahd only 
on land, and on water not applicable 

Indeed WiUielm himself now felt that their special purpose 
was attained , yet he could not deny that the wish to see 
Hilana and the fair Widow must also be satisfied, if he wished 
to leave this countiy with a free mind. His friend, to whom 
he had imparted tlien stoiy, was no less curious , and already 
prided himself in the thought that in one of In® pamtmgs 
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Uitrc «'L« a, %iinnl 'jiicp Khich, ns nn l>t iijjplil dccoml*? 
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all that was remarkable in the environs The Artist, not 
restrained by any vow, begged permission to attend the dames 
on shore, this, however, they declined and so tlie party 
separated at some distance from the harbour 

Scaicely had the singer stept into his skiff, which hastily 
drew back from the beach, when he seized his lute , and giace- 
fully began raising that strangely plaintive song, which the 
Venetian gondoliers send forth in clear melody from land to 
sea and from sea to land Expert enough in this feat, which, 
in the present instance, proceeded with pecuhar tenderness 
and expression, he strengthened his voice in proportion to the 
increasing distance, so that on the shore you would have 
thought you heard him still singing in the same place He 
at last laid his lute aside, trusting to his voice alone , and had 
the satisfaction to observe that the dames, instead of retiring 
into their house, were pleased to linger on the shoie He felt 
so inspired that he could not cease , not even when night and 
remoteness had withdrawn everything from view , till at last 
his calmer fnend reminded him that, if darkness did favour liis 
tones, the skiff had already long passed the hmits within which 
these could take eflect 

According to piomise, the two parties again met next day 
on the open Lake Flying along, they formed acquaintance 
with the lovely series of prospects, now standing forth in 
sepaiate distinction, then gathering into rows, and seen behind 
each other, and at last fading away, as the higher eclipsed the 
lower, all which, repeating itself in the waters, affoids m such 
excursions the most varied entertainment Nor, in the course 
of these sights, did the copies of them, from our Artist’s port- 
folio, to awaken thoughts and anticipations of what, in 
the present hour, was not imparted For all such matters the 
still Hilana seemed to have a free and fair feeling 

But towards noon, smgulanty agam came into play the 
ladies landed alone , the men cruised before tlie harbour And . 
now the singer endeavoured to accommodate his music to a 
shorter distance, where not only the general, soft and quickly- 
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warhUM}» tonr- «f iU-^trc Imt a ttrt*un , turner* ful 
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SIO MEISTEB’S TRAVELS [chap, xirr 

any nevr entire impression but as the grace of a fair scene 
encircles us of itself with soothing influences , so when the 
mildness of tender-hearted fnends conspires with it, there 
comes over sense and soul a peculiar mood of softness, that 
recalls to us, as in dreaming visions, the past and the absent, 
and withdraws the present, as if it were hut a show, into 
spiritual remoteness. Thus, alternately rocked this way and 
that, attracted and repelled, approximated and removed, thej 
wavered and wended for several days 

Without more narrowly investigatmg these circumstances, 
the shrewd, experienced gmde imagined he observed some 
alteration in the calm demeanour of his heroines ; and when, 
at last, the whimsical part of their predicament became known 
to him, he contrived here also to devise the most grateful 
expedient Eor as our two shipmen were again conducting 
the ladies to their usual place of dmner, they were met by 
another gay bark , which, falling alongside of theirs, exhibited 
a well-covered table, with all the cheerful invitations of a festive 
repast the fiaends could now wait in company the lapse of 
several hours, and only night decided the customaiy separation. 

Happily -Oie Artist and Wilhelm had in their former 
voyagings neglected, out of a certain natural caprice, to visit 
the most highly ornamented of all the islands, and had even 
yet never thought of showing to their fair finends the many 
artificial and somewhat dilapidated curiosities of the place, 
before these glorious scenes of creation were entirely gone 
through At last, however, new light rose on their minds 
They took counsel with the guide, he contrived foithwith 
to expedite their voyage, and all looked on it as the most 
blissful they had yet undertaken They could now hope and 
expect, after so many mterrupted joys, to spend three whole 
heavenly days, assembled together m a sequestered abode 
And here we cannot but bestow on this guide our high 
commendation , he belonged to that nimble, active, dextrous v 
class, who, in attendance on successive parhes, often travel 
the same roads ; perfectly acquainted with the conveniences 
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SIS MEISTEB’S TRAVELS {chap, xrrr 

“ He succeeds iti representing the cheerful repose of lake 
prospects, where houses m friendly approximation, imaging 
themselves in the clear wave, seem as if bathing in its depths ; 
shores encircled with green hills, behind which rise forest 
mountains, and icy peaks of glaciers The tone of colouring 
in such scenes is gay, mirthfully clear , the distances, as il 
overflowed with softening vapour, which from watered hollows 
and iivei valleys mounts up greyer and mistier, and indicate* 
their windings No less is the Master's art to be praised in 
views from valleys lying nearei the high Alpine ranges 
where dechvities slope down, luxuriantly overgrown, and fresh 
streams roll hastily along by the foot of rocks 

“ With exquisite skill, in the deep shady trees of the fore- 
giound, he gives the distinctive character of the several species, 
satisfying us in the form of the whole, as in the structure of 
the branches, and the details of the leaves no less so, in the 
fresh green with its manifold shadings, where soft airs appear 
as if farming us with benignant breath, and the hghts as if 
thereby put in motion 

“ In the middle-ground, his lively gieen tone grows fainter 
by degrees , and at last, on the more distant mountam-tops, 
passing into weak violet, ii eds itself with the blue of the sky 
But our Artist is above all happy in his paintings of his 
Alpine regions , in seizing the simple gieatness and stillness of 
their character , the wide pastures on the slopes, clothed vuth 
the freshest green, where daik sohtary fiis stand forth from 
the grassy carpet , and fiom high cliffs foaming brooks rush 
down Whether he relieve his pasturages with grazing cattle, 
or the narrow winding rocky path with mules and laden pook- 
hoises, he paints all with equal truth and richness, still 
introduced in the proper place, and not m too great copious- 
ness, they decorate and enhven these scenes, without inter- 
rupting, without lessening their peaceful solitude The 
execution testifies a master’s hand , easy, with a few sure 
stiokes, and yet complete In his later pieces, he employed 
glittering Enghsh permanent-colours on paper these pictures. 
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attention , and from lier observations it became cleat, that m 
this department she herself was no stranger To the Artist, 
least of all, did this continue secret, nor could approval from 
any one have been more precious to him, than from tins most 
graceful of all persons Her companion, therefore, kept 
silence no longer, but blamed Hilaria for not coming forward 
ivith her own accomplishment, but lingering in this case as she 
always did , now where the question was not, of being piaised 
or blamed, but of being instructed A fairer opportmiity, she 
said, might not easily occur 

And now it came to light, when she was thus forced to 
exhibit her portfolios, what a Inient was lying hid behmd this 
stiU and most lovely nature the capacity had been derived 
from birth, and diligently cultivated by practice She pos- 
sessed a true e^e , a delicate hand, such as women, accustomed 
to use it in their dressing and decorating operations, find 
available in higher art You might, doubtless, observe un- 
sureness in the strokes , and, in consequence, a too undecided 
character in the objects . but you could not help admiring the 
most faithful execution , though the whole was not seized in 
its happiest effect, nor grouped and ad]usted with the skill of 
an artist She is afraid, you would say, of profaning her 
object, if she keep not completely true to it, hence she be- 
comes precise and stiff, and loses herself m details 

But now, by the great free talent, by the bold hand of the 
Artist, she feels nsing, awakening within her, whatever genuine 
feeling and taste had till now slumbered in her mind, she 
perceives that she has but to take heart, and earnestly and 
punctually to follow some ftmdamental maxims, which the 
Artist, with penetrating judgment and friendly importunity, 
is repeating and impressing on her That sureness of stroke 
comes of its own accord, she by degrees dwells less on the 
parts than on the whole and thus the fairest capability rises 
on a sudden to fulfilment , as a rose-bud, which in the evening ^ 
we passed-by unobservant, breaks forth in the morning at 
sunrise before our face and the living quivering movement of 
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S16 ME IS TEH’S TKAVBES [chap xili 

fall moon concealed the transition from day to mght The 
party had assembled and seated themselves on one of the 
highest terraces, to see distinct and unimpeded, and glittering 
in the sheen of east and west, the peaceful Bake, hidden partlj 
in its length, but visible over all its breadth 

Whatever in such circumstances might be talked of, it ifas 
natural once more to repeat the hundred times repeated , to 
mention the beauties of this sky, of this water, of this land, 
under the influences of a strong sun and milder moon, nay, 
exclusively and lyrically to lecognise and describe them 

But what none of them uttered, wliat each durst scarcely 
avow to himself, nas the deep mournful feeling which, strongei 
or weaker, but with equal truth and tenderness, was beating 
in every bosom The presentiment of parting diffused itself 
over present union , a gradual stagnation was becoming almost 
pain^l 

Then at last tlie Singer roused himself, summoned up his 
resolution, with strong tones, preluding on his instrument, 
heedless of the former well-meant reserve Mignon’s figure, 
with the first soft song of the gentle child, were hovering be- 
fore him Passionately hurned over the limits , with longing 
touch awakemng the sweetly-sounding stnngs, he began to 
raise 

Knois’st thou the land whore lemon-trees do bloom. 

And oranges like geld — — — — — 

Hilana rose in deepest agitation, and hurried away, veiling 
her face , our fair Widow, with a motion of refusal, waved her 
band towards the Singer, while she caught Wilhelm’s arm ivith 
the otlier The perplexed and half-unconscious youth followed 
Hilaria, Wilhelm, by his more considerate guide, was led after 
them And now when they stood all foui under the high 
moonshine, the general emotion was no longer to be concealed 
The women threw themselves into each other’s arms , the men 
embraced each other, and Luna was witness of the nobles^ 
chastest tears Some recollection slowly returned , they fomed 
themselves asunder, silent, under strange feelings and wishes. 
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upper quaitei of the Eake, where hy previous agreement) the 
former set foith on his way to Nataha, to introduce her by his 
fair landscape papers, into scenes which perhaps she might not 
soon have an opportunity of viewing with her eyes He was 
at the same time commissioned to inform her confessionally 
of the late incident, which had reduced him to a state such 
that he might be received with hearty kindness by the Con 
federates in the vow of Renunciation, and with soft Iriendl 
treatment, in the midst of them, be comforted, if he could no 
be healed 


CHAPTER XIV 

In this division of our woik, the exculpatoiy Word fron 
the Editor might have been more requisite than even in th« 
foregoing Chapter for there, though we had not the pamtmgi 
of the master and his fair scholar, on which all depended, tc 
exhibit before our readers , and could neither make the per 
fection of the finished artist, nor the commencing stintedness 
nor rapid development of the art-loving beanty visible to then 
eyes yet still the description might not be altogether ineffi- 
cient, and many genial and thought-exalting matters remained 
to be imparted Rut here, where the business in hand is a 
great object, which one could have wished to see treated m 
the most piecise manner, there is, unhappily, too little noted 
down , and we cannot hope that a complete view will be 
attained from our communications 

Again, it is to be observed, that in the Novel, as in 
Universal History, we have to struggle with imccrtain com- 
putations of time , and cannot always decisively fix what has 
happened sooner, and what later. We shall hold, therefore, 
by the surest points. 

That a year must have passed since Wilhelm left the Peda- 
gogic Province, is rendered oertam, by the circumstance, that 
we now meet him at tlie Festival to which he had been mvited 
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but «< vttr ■» 'iiitKrjiiff 3tciiunti"nli: Imi’« < tttiexpocicJlj 

th\t down find inni«-!i from our sight, nnd llun agi’n emerge 
into »ieir nt a. |il'’ee rjjert Ihtv nrrc not loot «1 for, jfccinnot 
be <1, temiM.wl ^“itli c<.rl*vinlv w hit tr*cL lhe\ ha%e fallowed m 
tilt tiiti.m>i 

Now, horx 1 , tin Trniellor ndtinccs from the *ide of U»e 
plain country into iJic Pedagogic J’ro'ince he conics osir 
fiilds "lid pa*-tungcs, •kirt-e, on the dri lea, inniiv n httJe 
fre«.liet , e biteti'v nUicr than wood^ liilU , n free p''o^pect 
o.t nil M(hi, over a < irfnee Imt little undulntcd On suth 
trftil* lie »!id not long doubt that he tms in Ute bar 
proh'-jiig rcg.on, and Accordingly he failed not here nnd 
tlirrv to ohirvc grcnler or «mnllrr herds of man's nnd foal* 
lUil all at onct the honroti darkens with a f.crre cloud of 
dmt, irhich rapidli ••woUiug ttca»-vr nnd nearer, cor< r< nil the 
bnadUi of the space, jit ftt last, rent asunder liy n sharp side 
wji'd, } f,« ci'l to dm lev* its inlfiaor tunuilt. 

At full gallop rt'shev forward r sa,*! i..uUitndc <>f the-*r 
nohl<* rrumals puidcvl etui lu Id togi^hcrhs inounlcd J ecjur' 
Jhr I hu'Hhiirh vshirl* pwt the wAiuVrer, a. fair 

Ixiy nn’oeg lJu I ceper* look* it him with surpri'c, pulls in, 
U } th n, anil sr.N, c s lo*- father 

Nf w cviiinenr ' n quevtoiing a*- d nn-wrring, the In'i 
re tss fh*t an r .Iti.nvl lif, 1 "d * '>i **sr'cvd WctJi h^ra 
ti,- {. r- - » hoijio It 1 "d ir ’its! fti* ad dc’ lot tk'- 
»' h 't ' t »■ ,**», err ts, ft p’t jj.img a d ikr’ .t r", l*i { u 
' * V % -r ti s *1 * «. *.f,sa. Tt -rk, C' 1 o’ t*M a*' ti . 

*•- I t. r-^-f t' hr hte» t( I • p’oy ) •, if r ,t^ t*<ti 

t j-*y r't 'e-s, ’v'^rv c’t', sttr l*ar,'r 

^ - r a s-jt-tirr,' J,,. - , ... J , l.J, 

1 ^ t * the a v»t i tr j» - ‘r j s*io» , i -r^ 

* ‘tr, V las, to *,ve'‘ 

'f '■>' -r a t * f •ai^r . J r.r p " t , , i t ii ^ t« , 

r ‘or.,. 
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the great annual Market was held Here xagcs an incredible 
confusion, in which it is hard to determine whether merchants 
or wares raise more dust Eiom all countries purchasers 
assemble here to procure animals of noble blood and careful 
trammg, all the languages of the Earth, you would fancy, 
meet your ear. Amid all this hubbub, too, rises the lively 
sound of powerful wind-instruments everything bespeaks 
motion, vigour and life 

The Wanderer meets his Overseer of last year, who presents 
him to the others he is even mtroduced to one of the Three , 
and by him, though only in passing, paternally and expres- 
sively saluted 

Wilhelm, here again obseivmg an example of exdusne 
culture and hfe-leadmg, expresses a desire to know in what 
else the pupils are practised, by way of coimterpoise , that so 
in this wild, and, to a certain degree, savage occupation of 
feeding animals, the youtli may not himself roughen into an 
animal And, in answer, he is gratified to leain, that precisely 
with this violent and rugged-lookmg occupation the softest in 
the world is united, — the learning and practising of languages 

“To this,” it was smd, “we have been induced by the 
circumstance, that there are youths from all quarters of the 
world assembled heie now to prevent them from uniting, as 
usually happens when abroad, into national knots, and forming 
exclusive parties, we endeavour by a free communication of 
speech to approximate them 

“Indeed, a general acquaintance with languages is here in 
some degree rendered necessaiy , since, m our yearly market 
festivals, every foreigner wishes to converse lit his own tones 
and idiom , and, in the course of cheapening and purchasing, 
to proceed with all possible convenience That no Babylonish 
confusion of tongues, however, no corruption of speech, may 
arise from this practice, we employ a different language month 
by month, throughout the year according to the maxim, 
that m learning anything, its first principles alone should be 
taught by constramt. 
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“Wi IfKik upon our Rclioltr*," s'»Jfl l}io O.cr "cr, ro 
'twjmr'rr^. rho, in the tlctncrit xrjucji lh«-tlcn''tl to 
rvAHo’'- tliein, A«"lonulimrnt tliil tbrv on li;»}ilrr, 

il lumrs pn<! <^rru<: llu»tn fon^nrd and 10 it i* vitli 
c\cr\llmtp th-vl uin-n uiulorta) ct 

*' Itoff vtr, if ani one of our lounp men fljon a 'pce'al 
Inclui'ituui ffi*" tlu'i or Hit other linpuape. vo nc/rhet not, 
in the imd-'l of thi** lumultuoi'^-lool-inj^ life, iihtch nciertlu- 
I5-" otT* p? tjMU* jdU roUlarv, tn.'i, tcihou* hour*, 

to pwntcTe for hi« tnit «n<l eulpt'inlinl itifttructuui Onr 
ntimp: prAnimanAn*, ninoruj i liom there An. eien •'omc p<.eK- 
1 op:«e<, joj Mould lie «uqiM<e*l to ih'eoicr Ainonc tin'* 
hi inled And lH'\rdti.<« Centaur* Vour I til’s hn' turiteil 
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fiml'W'Ui hfe jciu »hnll lK«r him "’nd forth main a dainls 
t inj: «ith p-opef ftehiif: rtid la<te, I'metir^l ntthiU a'ld 
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« itturv than i* pcmralK auppo'eil ” 
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stood various younger and elder scholars , each held his instru- 
ment in readiness without playing, these were they who as 
yet could not, or dmst not, join in with the whole It was 
inteiesting to observe how they stood as it were on the start, 
and our friend was informed that such a festival seldom 
passed over, without some one or other of them suddenly 
developing his talent 

As among the instrumental music, singing was now intro- 
duced, no doubt could remain that this also was favoured 
To the question, "What other sort of culture was here blended 
in kind union with the chief employment, our wanderer 
learned m reply, that it was Poetry, and of the lyrical kind 
In this matter, it appeared, their mam concern was, that both 
arts should be developed each for itself and from itself, but 
then also in contrast and combination with each other. The 
scholars were first instructed m each accordmg to its own 
limitations , then taught how the two reciprocally limit, and 
again reciprocally free each other- 

To poetical rhythm the musical artist opposes measure of 
tone and movement of tone But heie the masteiy of Music 
over Poesy soon shows itself, for if the latter, as is fit and 
necessary, keep her quantities never so steadily m view, still 
for the musician few syllables are decidedly short or long , at 
his pleasme he can overset the most conscientious procedure 
of the ihythmer, nay, change prose itself into song, from 
which, in truth, the iichest possibihties present themselves, 
and the poet would soon feel himself annihilated, if he could 
not, on his own side, by lyrical tenderness and boldness, 
inspire the musician with reverence , and, now in the softest 
sequence, now by the most abrupt transitions, awaken new 
feelings in the mind 

The smgers to be met with here are mostly poets them- 
selves Dancing also is taught in its fundamental principles; 
that so all these accomplishments may regularly spread them- 
selves into every district 

The guest, on being led across the next boundary, at once 
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p«‘rctix<<! an attn/jilhcr diP’iHut luocii* of biiiMinf' TIk' 
l.nii L»v'ir< nr> ln?j"tr 'catU nn! inlo *■« p"rition, no lon^;cr jn 
th **»ii e of coltAf^i tl»j •tloor! rcjjnlarh united, he u*tiful 
in tluir oikleno”, tp'xc'ott*-, coiiveniont and cU^tnt vjtJnn, 
yo\i \un '•vr nn mjtorCn^d, v-tH htnlt, rtat»H toi n, com* 
•'pondinp: to lln ft enr it m iJm th< J’l i<tH Art and 

tht trvi't , 'dm to Ihriit, ha%c their Inniit , and a ivc-cidmr 
■**Itnt‘€ n .JO*' f<i(rt*n‘ •^jiirc-^ 

'in'* pK'tjc a»-i, tj ii !■ tnid. njtj't <lill fi<*uro hinnolf r- 
r**""dm" jM nJ t'lon to fill Ih *1 rnd nim,< nmem^ men; 
luit 1«. oecnji-tion 1*1 fMlil"r% nnd jet. I«i the 
oi*.lr*njct on, tin re i< jo rli ip no ollnr til'll •■o di-ridtdlj 
rcqiii*ir' n hvmj; nccompnmt«nt nnd Non h'rc, m 

Ill'll rirrh i, e-icli in •■ilinra iormino llj%t ftiefon,rr 

to troj - i« Iht of rt<n» a l.ohdaj ^tillr.c < n ont <i\«»r 

l<'\ irliolc "Tie, nu 1 d'd not Inn rnd thin the 
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element he is to work in is irrevocably given , the implement 
he IS to wield is put into his hands , nay, the very way and 
manner of his using it, I mean the changing of the iingeis, he 
finds prescribed to him , so ordered that the one part of bis 
hand shall give place to the other, and each prepare the proper 
path for its follower by such determinate cooperation only 
can the impossible at last become possible 

But what chiefly vindicates the practice of strict requisi- 
tions, of decided laws, is that genius, that native talent, is 
precisely the readiest to seize them, and yield them ivilling 
obedience It is only the half-gifted that would wish to put 
his own contracted singulanfy^ in the place of the unconditional 
whole, and justify his false attempts under cover of an uncon- 
strainable originabty and independence To this we grant no 
currency we guard our scholars from all such misconceptions, 
whereby a large portion of life, nay, often the whole of life, is 
apt to be perplexed and disjointed 

“With genius we love most to be concerned* for this is 
animated just by that good spirit of quickly recognising what 
IS profitable for it Gemus understands that Art is called Art 
because it is not Nature Genius bends itself to respect even 
towards what may be named conventional for what is this 
but agreeing, as the most distinguished men have agreed, to 
regard the unalterable, the indispensable as the best P And 
does not such submission always turn to good account ^ 

“ Here too, as m all our departments, to the great assistance 
of the teachers, our three Reverences and their signs, with 
some changes suitable to the nature of the main employment, 
have been introduced and inculcated ” 

The wanderer, in his farther survey, was surprised to observe 
that the Town seemed still extending , street unfolding itself 
from street, and so ofienng the most vancd prospects The 
exterior of the edifices corresponded to their destination , they 
were digmfled and stately, not so much magnificent as beauti- 
fiiL To the nobler and more earnest buildings in the centre ’ 
of the Town, the more cheerful were harmoniously appended , 
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till ffrlhir out, pn\ tltctirAlnl «ubiirl>', in 

• trrtflu <1 forlli into the country, and at Ind i=c|nrAft<l into 
pnrdtn hoti-ci 

'J hr ‘tniipor could not fail to r».inark. l!i*it the dntlliup o*" 
till nui' rtri't in tin. prcccihiip district vere In no rn ui' to be 
compare il, in bcaiila or ••ire, with the present, which piinU-^, 
rcolpton and nrchitict^ inhabited lit wtis told that thf 
nroK from tJic nilure of the thiiip Ihe inonritn, c\rr 
<broud«d in Itimtilf, mint ruHnnte his inmost liLinj,% that to 
In* fn"a turn it outwards 'Xlic *'t.ns»* of tJit c\e hi mn not 
fl-ller 'niecjecasih cormpt« the judgment of the car, and 
alhm thr spin I from the inwnrd to the outward Iinsrstlj, 
r.’on, llu plastic artnl has to Ine in (he cvitnial world and 
to nianifr'l hi« inwnrd lump, ns it were, tiinon cioti*!^, in rtwl 
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and pods? 'Ihe^ mist at la*l *o mis» thcmsehia ehoic tin 
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necessaiy , with us it is not Our whole being and nature is 
exhibition Eook round you at these buildings of every sort 
all elected by our pupils , and this not without plans a hundred 
times talked of and meditated , for the bmlder must not 
grope and expeiiment , what is to continue standing, must 
stand rightly, and satisfy, if not forever, yet at least for a long 
space of time If we cannot help committing errors, we must 
hwild none 

“ With sculptors we proceed more laxly, most so of all with 
painters , to both we give liberty to tiy this and that, eaidi in 
his own way It stands in their powei to select in the interior 
or extenor compartments of eihdces in public places, some 
space which they may incline to decorate They give forth 
their ideas, and if these are in some degree to be approved of, 
the completion of them is permitted, and this in two ways 
either with liberty, sooner or later, to remove the work, should 
it come to displease the artist, or, with the condition that 
what IS once set up shall remam unalterable in its place 
Most pait choose the first of these offers, retaining in then 
own hands this power of removal , and in the peiformance, 
they constantly avail themselves of the best advice The 
second case occurs seldomer, and we then observe that the 


artist trusts less to himself, holds long conferences with com- 
panions and cntics, and by this means produces works really 
estimable, and deservmg to endure ” 

After all this, our Traveller neglected not to ask What 
other species of instruction was combined with the main one 
here? and received for answer, that it was Poetry, and of the 
Epic soit 

This to our huend must have seemed a little singulai, when 
he heard farthei that the pupils weie not allowed to read or 
hear any finished poems by ancient oi modern poets “We 
merely impart to them,” it was said, “a senes of myths, tradi- 
tions and legends, in the most laconic foim A-nrf now, from 
the pictorial or poetic execution of these subjects, we at once 
discover the pecuhar productive gift of the gemus devoted to 


\ 



rUAr MV,3 MKIfrTr.n S TllAVKI-S r>27 

the ont* or the other nrt- Uoth pott riid (>unf<r tim*! 
nt the 'ftim fouiitniii , niul each cntlfivoiir's to dr*iw ofl* Ui» 
fftfer to his ovn 'ttlc, to his ovn n»K wtnpe, rnd oltein Inc 
oi^n reijiiircd ohjtcls i ith it, in si huh hi mh«ii 1» nn'th 
hclCi-r thin if Ik ntlcmplcd ngiiii to fii'Iiion Fonictlnni:' Ih it 
hnr hem fiu.l»ioiml nlrenih 
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4 

erected. Each individual was proceeding by his own method 
in this task . painters and drawers were bringing out the group 
to a plain surface; caiefiil, howevei, not to destroy its figures, 
but to retain as much of it as possible In the same manner 
were works in bas-relief going forward One man only had 
repeated the whole group in a miniature scale , and in certain 
movements and arrangements of limbs he really seemed to 
have surpassed his model 

And now it came out that this man was the maker of the 
model , who, before working it in marble, had here submitted 
his performance not to a critical, but to a practical trial , and 
by accurately observing whatever any of his fellow-artists in 
his special department and way of thought might notice, 
retain or alter in the group, was purposing, in subsequent 
consideration, to turn all this to his own profit, so that, 
when at length the grand work stood finished in marble, 
though undertaken, planned and executed by one, it might 
seem to belong to all 

The greatest silence reigned throughout this apartment 
also , but the Superior raised his voice, and cried " Is there 
any of you, then, who in presence of this stationary work can, 
with gifted words, so awaken our imagination, that all we here 
see concieted shall again become fluid, without losing its char- 
acter , and so convince us, that what our aitist has here laid 
hold of, was indeed the worthiest ” 

Called forth on all sides by name, a fair youth laid down his 
work , and as he stept forward, began a quiet speech, seemingly 
intended merely to describe the present group of figures , but 
ere long he cast himself into the region of poetry, plunged 
into the middle of the action, and ruled this element hke a 
master , by degrees, his representation so swelled and mounted 
by lordly words and gestures, that the ngid group seemed 
actually to move about its axis, and the number of its figuies 
to be doubled and trebled Wilhelm stood enraptured, and 
at last exclaimed “Can we now forbear passmg over mto 
song itself, into rhythmic melody ? ” 
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While the orator^ the singer^ 

Pour their hearts m rhyme and piose^ 

'Neath the painter’s busy huger 

Shall bloom forth Life's cheerful rose , 

Girt with Bisters ^ m the middle^ 

And with Autumn's fruitage blent , 

That of life's mysterious riddle 
Some short glimpses may be hent 

Thousandfold^ and graceful, show thou 
Form from forms evolving fair , 

And of man’s bright image know thou 
That a God once tamed there 
And whate’er your tasks or prizes. 

Stand as brethren one and all. 

While, like song, sweet incense rises 
From the altar at your call 

All this Wilhelm could not but let pass, though it must 
have seemed paradoxical enough ; and had he not seen it with 
his eyes, might even have appealed impossible But now, 
when it was explained and pointed out to him, openly and 
freely, and in fair sequence, he scarcely needed to put any 
farther question on the subject However, he at last addressed 
his conductoi as follows “ I see here a most prudent provision 
made for much that is desirable in life but tell me farther, 
which of your regions exhibits a similar attention to Dramatic 
Poetry, and where could I instruct myself in that matter ? I 
have looked round ovei all yom edifices, and observed none 
that seemed destined for such an object ” 

“In reply to this question, we must not hide from you, 
that, in our whole Province, there is no such edifice to be seen. 
The drama presupposes the existence of an idle multitude, 
perhaps even of a populace , and no such class finds harbour 
with us , for birds of that feathei, when they do not in spleen 
foisake us of their own accord, we soon take care to conduct 
over the marches Doubt not, however, that in our Institu- 
tion, so universal in its character, this point was carefully 
meditated but no region could be found for the purpose. 
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encouiage , but we observe our pupil strictly, and if he con- 
tinue faithful to his nature, then we have already established 
an intercourse with the great theatres of all nations, and so 
thither we send any youth of tried capability, that, as the 
duck on the pond, so he on the boards, may be forthwith 
conducted, full speed, to the future quack-quacking, and 
gibble-gabbling of his life ” 

Wilhelm beard this with patience, but only with half- 
conviction, peihaps with some spleen for so strangely is man 
tempered, that he may be persuaded of the worthlessness of 
any darling object, may turn away from it, nay, even execrate 
it, but yet •will not see it treated in this way by others , and 
peihaps the Spirit of Contradiction which dwells in all men, 
never rouses itself more vehemently and stoutly than in such 
cases 

And the Editoi of these sheets may himself confess, that he 
lets not this stiange passage through his hands without some 
touch of anger Has not he too, in many senses, expended 
more life and faculty than was right on the Theatre ? And 
would these men convince him that this has been an unpardon- 
able enor, a frmtless toil P 

But we have no tune for appending, in splenetic mood, 
such remembrances and after-feelings to the narrative for 
our friend now finds himself agreeably surprised, as one of the 
Three, and this a particularly prepossessing one, again comes 
before his eyes ]&nd, open meekness, announcing the purest 
peace of soul, came in its refreshing effluences along •with him 
Trustfully the Wanderer could approach, and feel his trust 
returned 

Here he now learned that the Chief was at present in the 
Sanctuary, instructing, teaching, blessing, while the Three 
had separated 'to visit all the Regions, and everywhere, after 
most thorough information obtained, and conferences with the 
subordinate Overseers, to forward what was in progress, to 
found what was newly planned, and thereby faithfully dischaige 
their high duty. 
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eye, rises before us in its full completeness, and bespeaks a 
great secret combination 

Amid such speeches and thoughts, they had reached the 
spot where these fire-brooks poured themselves into a sea of 
flame, surrounding a well-lighted insular space The Wanderei 
placed himself in the dazzling circle, within which, glittering 
lights by thousands foimed an imposing contrast with the 
miners, ranked round it like a dark wall Forthwith arose 
the gayest music, accompanied by becommg songs Hollow 
masses of rock came forward on machinery, and opened a 
resplendent interior to the eye of the delighted spectator 
Mimetic exliibitions, and whatever else at such a moment can 
gratify the multitude, combined with all this at once to excite 
and to satisfy a cheerful attention 

Rut with what astonishment was Wilhelm filled, when, on 
being introduced to the Superiors, he observed Friend Jamo, 
in solemn stately robes, among the number • “ Not in vam,” 

cried Jamo, “ have I changed my former name with the more 
expressive title of Montan thou findest me here initiated in 
mountain and cave , and now, if questioned, I could disclose 
and explain to thee much that a year ago was still a riddle 
to myself” 


At this point our manuscripts forsake us of the conveisa- 
tion of these friends there is nothing specified , as little can 
we discover the connexion of what follows next , an incident 
of which in the same bundle, in the same paper, we find bnef 
notice That a meeting had taken place between our Wanderer 
and Lothario and the Abbe Unhappily, in this, as in so many 
othei leaves, the date has been neglected 

Some passages, introduced rather in the way of exclamation 
than of narrative, point to the high meaning of Renunciation, 
by which alone the fiist real entrance into life is conceivable 
Then we come upon a Map, marked with several Arrows 
pointmg towards one another, and along with this we find. 
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something magical at all times in perspectives. Were we 
not accustomed from youth to look through them, we should 
shudder and tremble every time we put them to our eyes. 
It IS we who are looking, and it is not we, a being it is 
whose organs are raised to a higher pitch, whose limitations 
are done away, who has become entitled to stretch forth into 
infinitude. 

“When, for example, we obseive far-distant persons, by 
means of such an instrument, and see them in unsuspicious 
thoughtlessness following their busmess as if th^ were sohtaiy 
and unwatched, we could almost feel afraid lest they might 
discover us, and indignantly upbraid us for our treacherous 
curiosity. 

*'And so likewise did I, hemmed in by a strange feeling, 
waver between proximity and distance, and from instant to 
instant alternate between the two 

“Those others in their turn had observed us; as a signal 
with a white handkerchief put beyond a doubt For a moment 
I delayed m my answer to it , findmg myself thus close beside 
the being whom I adored This is her pure benign form, 
these are her taper arms, which once so helpfully appeared 
before me, after unblessed sorrows and perplexities , and at last 
too, though but for moments, sympathismgly embraced me. 

saw distinctly enough that she too had a perspective, 
and was looking over to me , and X failed not, by such tokens 
as stood at my command, to express the profession of a true 
and heartfelt attachment 

“ An d as experience teaches that remote objects, which we 
have once clearly recognised through a perspective, dfterwards 
appear even to the naked eye as if standing shaped in distinct 
nearness, be it that more accurate knowledge sharpens the 
sense, or that imagination supplies what is wantmg , so now 
did 1 see this beloved being as accurately and distinctly as if 
I could have touched her, though her company contmued 
still irrecogmsahle And as I was trampling round my narrow 
station, struggling towards her the more, the abyss was like 
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sending all his guests to the older inn, which lay faither up 
the hamlet After a short conference, the man seemed to 
bethink himself, and said “ Indeed there is no one of them 
at home even now , but this is Saturday, and the Bailiff will 
not fail to be here soon he comes every week to settle the 
accounts of the last, and make arrangements for the nest 
Tiuly, there is a fair order reigns among these men, and a 
pleasure m having to do with them, though they are strict 
enough for if they yield one no great profit, it is sure and 
constant ” He then desired his new guest to amuse himself in 
the large upper hall, and await what faither might occur. 

Here Wilhelm, on entering, found a large clean apartment , 
except for benches and tables, altogether empty. So much the 
more was he surprised to see a large tablet inserted above one 
of the doors, with these words marked on it in golden letters, 
Ubi homvnea sunt mo&i sunt, which in modem tongue may 
signify, that where men combme in society, the way and 
manner in which they like to be and to continue together is 
directly estabhshed This motto made our Wanderer think . 
he took it as a good omen , finding here, expressed and con- 
firmed, a prmciple which he had often, in the course of life, 
perceived for himself to be fuxthersome and reasonable He 
had not waited long, when the Baihff made his appearance , 
who being forewarned by tbe landlord, after a short conversa- 
tion, and no very special scrutmy, admitted Wilhelm on the 
following terms To continue three days ; ' to participate 
quietly in whatever should occur , and happen what might, to 
ask no questions about the reason, and at taking leave, to 
ask none about the score All this our Traveller was obliged 
to comply with, the deputy not being allowed to yield in a 
single point 

The Baihff was about retiring, when a sound of vocal music 
rolled up the stairs two pretty young men entered singing; 
and these tbe Bailiff, by a simple sign, gave to understand 
that their guest was accepted Without interrupting their 
song, they kindly saluted the stranger, and contmued their 
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and Wilhelm thought he had never heaid anything up 
ful, so enlivening to heart and mind This enjoyment, hi^o 
ever, was to he increased yet faither, and raised to the highest 
pit<di, by the entrance of a gigantic figure, mountmg the stairs 
with a hard firm tread, which, with all his efforts, he could 
scarcely moderate A heavy-laden doisel he diiectly placed 
in the comer , himself he seated on a bench; which beginning 
to creak under his weight, the others laughed, yet without 
going wrong in then music. Wilhelm, however, was exceed- 
ingly surprised, when, with a huge bass voice, this Son of Anak 
joined m also The hall quiveied, and it was to be obseived 
that in his ^ait he altered the burden, and sang it thus 

Life’s no resting, but a moving. 

Let thy life he Deed on Deed ' 

Farther, you could veiy soon perceive that he was drawing 
down the time to a slower step, and forcing the rest to follow 
him Of this, when at last they were satisfied and had con- 
cluded, they accused him , declaring he had tried to set them 
wrong 

“ Not at all ' ” cried he “ it is you who tried to set me 
wiong , to put me out of my own step, which must be measured 
and suie, if I am to walk with my loading up hill and doivn 
dale, and yet, in the end, aiiive at my appointed hour, to 
satisfy your wants ” 

One after the other, these persons now passed into an 
adjoining room to the Bailiff, and Wilhelm easily observed 
that they were occupied in settling accounts, a point, how- 
ever, as to which he was not allowed at present to inquue 
farther Two fair lively boys in the mean while entered, and 
began covering a table in all speed, modeiately furnishing it 
Avitli meat and wine , and the Bailiff coming out, invited them 
all to sit down along with him The boys waited , yet foigot 
not their own concern, but enjoyed their share in a standing 
posture Wilhelm recollected witnessing similar scenes during 
lus abode among the players ; yet the present company seemed 
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Scaicely had one of the boys who were in waiting brought 
him breakfast, when a figure entered, whom he had already 
noticed last night at supper, without clearly ascertaining his 
quality A well-formed, broad-shouldered, yet nimble man, 
who now, by the implements which he spread out, announced 
himself as Barber, and forthwith piepared for performing his 
much-desired office on Wilhelm. For the rest, he was quite 
silent and with a light hand he went through his task, with- 
out once having opened his lips. Wilhelm therefore began, 
and said “ Of your art you are completely master , and I 
know not that I have ever had a softer razor on my cheeks , at 
the same time, however, you appear to be a strict observer of 
the laws of the Society.” 

Roguishly smiling, laying his finger on his lips, the taciturn 
shaver glided thiough the door “ By my sooth,” cried Wil- 
helm after him, I think you must be old Redcloak , if not 
himself, at least a descendant of his it is lucky for you that 
you ask no counter service of me , your turn would have been 
but sorrily done ” 

No sooner had this curious personage retired, than the well* 
known BailifP came in, inviting our fnend to dinner for this 
day, in words which sounded pretty strange . the Bond, so said 
the speaker expressly, gave the stranger welcome, requested 
his company at dinner , and took pleasure in the hope of being 
more closely connected with him Inquiiies weie then made 
as to the guest's health, and how he was contented with his 
entertainment , to all which he could only answer in terms of 
satisfaction He would, in truth, have liked much to ask of 
this man, as previously of the silent Barber, some information 
touching the horrid sound which throughout the night had, 
if not tormented, at least discomposed him , but, mindful of 
his engagement, he forbore all questions , hoping that, with- 
out importunity, from the good-will of the Society, or in some 
other accidental way, he might be informed according to his 
ivishes. 

Our friend now, when left alone, began to reflect on the 
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exclamation of joy and blessing sounded along the whole table 
But in a moment, the company being seated, all again became 
silent , and the repast, served up with a certam solemnity, was 
enjoyed in like maimer 

Towards the conclusion of the ceremony, Eenaido gave a 
sign two smgers rose, and Wilhelm was exceedingly sur- 
prised to hear in this place his yesternight’s song^ which we, 
for the sake of what follows, shall beg permission to insert 
once more 


Fi om the mountains to the champaign. 

By the glens and hills along. 

Comes a rustling and a tramping. 

Comes a motion os of song 
And this undetermined roving 

Bungs dehght, and brings good heed , 

And thy stiivmg, he’t with Lioving, 

And thy living, be 't m Deed * 

Scarcely had this duet, accompanied by a chorus of agreeable 
numbei, approached its conclusion, when two other singers, on 
the opposite side, staited up impetuously , and, with earnest 
vehemence, inverted rather than continued the song, to 
Wilhelm’s astonishment, proceeding thus 

For the tie is snapt asunder. 

Trust and lovmg hope are fled , 

Can I tell, m fear and wonder. 

With what dangers round bestead, 

I, cut off from friend and brother, 
liihe the widow m her woe. 

With the one and not the other. 

Now my weary way must go ’ 

The chorus, taking up the strophe, grew more and more 
numerous, more and more vociferous , and yet the voice of St. 
Christopher, from the bottom of the table, could still be dis- 
tinctly recognised among them The lamentation, in the end, 
rose almost to be frightful a spirit of dispuitment, com- 
binmg with the skilful execution of the singers, introduced 
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larly good effect, when, from the teriaces of the castle-garden, 
you looked down over the broad valley, in whose fulness and 
beauty you might well have hked to lose yourself While 
the multitude were dispersmg this way and that, accordmg to 
their pleasure, Wilhelm was made acquainted with the third 
Superior This was the Amtmann , by whose kind influence 
many favours had been done the Society , in particular, the 
Castle of his patron the Count, situated among several families 
of rank, had been given up to their use, so long as they might 
think fit to tarry here 

Towards evening, while the friends were in a far-seeing 
grove, there came a portly figure over the threshold, whom 
Wilhelm at once recognised as the Barber of this morning 
To a low mute bow of the man, Lenardo answered *‘Vou 
now come, as always, at the light season , and will not delay to 
entertain us with your talent I may be allowed,” continued 
he, turning towards Wilhelm, “to give you some knowledge of 
our Society, the Bond of which I may flatter myself that I am 
No one enters our circle unless he have some talents to show, 
which may contribute to the use or enjoyment of society in 
general This man is an excellent surgeon , of his skill as a 
beard-artist you yourself can testify for these reasons he is no 
less welcome than necessary to us Now, as his employment 
usually brmgs with it a great and often burdensome garrulity, 
he has engaged, for the sake of his own culture, to comply with 
a certain condition , as, indeed, every one that means to live 
with us must agree to constrain himself m some particular 
point, if the greater freedom be left him in all other points. 
Accordingly our Barber has renounced the use of his tongue, 
in so far as aught common or casual is to be expressed by it * 
but by this means, another gift of speech has been unfolded in 
him, which acts by forethought, cunningly and pleasurably , 
I mean the gift of narration 

“His life is rich in wonderful experiences, which he used to 
split in pieces, babbhng of them at wrong times , but which 
he now, constrained by silence, repeats and arranges in his 
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the Diligence, I at last found myself obliged to front the end 
of it on foot 

“Like a gay young blade, it had been from of old my 
custom on entering any inn, to look round for the landlady, 
or even the cook, and wheedle myself into favour with her , 
wheieby, for most part, my shot was somewhat reduced 

“ One night at dusk, as I was entering the Post-house of a 
little town, and purposing to set about my customaiy opera- 
tions, theie came a fair double-seated coach with four horses 
rattling up to the door behind me I turned round, and 
obseived in it a young lady, without maid, without servants 
I hastened to open the carriage for hei, and to ask if I could 
help hei in anything On stepping out, a fair form displayed 
itself, and her lovely countenance, if you looked at it narrowly, 
was adorned with a shght shade of sorrow I again asked 
if there was aught I could do for her ‘ O yes • ’ said she, * if 
you will lift that little Box carefully, which you will find 
standing on the seat, and bring it in but I beg very much of 
you to carry it with all steadiness, and not to move or shake it 
in the least ’ I took out the Box with great care , she shut 
the coach door, we walked up>stairs togethei, and she^ told 
the servants that she was to stay here foi the night Je 

“ "We were now alone in the chamber she desired m^ to 
put the Box on the table, which was standing at the wall , and 
as, by several of her movements, I observed that she wished to 
be alone, I took my leave, reverently but warmly kissing her 
hand 

“ ‘ Order supper for us two,’ said she then and you may 
well conceive with what pleasure I executed the commission, 
scarcely deigning, m my pride of heart, to cast even a side- 
look on landlady and menials With impatience I expected 
the moment that was to lead me back to her. Supper was 
served , we took our seats opposite each other , I refreshed 
my heart, foi the first time duiing a considerable while, with 
a good meal , and no less with so desirable a sight beside me ^ 
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** I looked at her, I felt strangely enough at heart I pro- 
mised to do all, if I might hope to see her soon, and if she 
would seal this hope to me inth a kiss She did so , and from 
that moment, I had become entirely her bondman I was 
now to order horses, she said. We settled the way I was to 
take , the places where I was to wait, and expect her. She at 
last pressed a purse of gold into my hand, and I pressed my 
lips on the fair hand that gave it me She seemed moved at 
parting , and for me, I no longer knew what I was doing or 
was to do. 

“ On my return from giving my orders, I found the room- 
door locked I directly tned my master-key, and it per- 
formed Its duty perfectly Q^e door flew up I found the 
chamber empty , only the Box standing on the table where I 
had laid it. 

“ The carriage drove up . I carried the Box carefully down 
with me, and placed it by my side The hostess asked 
‘Where is the lady, then?* A child answeied ‘She is gone 
into the town * I nodded to the people and rolled off* in 
triumph irom the door, which I had last night entered •with 
dusty gaiters. That in my hours of leisure I diligently 
meditated on this adventure, counted my money, laid many 
schemes, and still now and then kept glancing at the Box, 
you will readily imagine I posted right forward, passed 
several stages without alighting, and rested not till I had 
reached a considerable town, where my fair one had appointed 
me to wait Her commands had been pointedly obeyed 
the Box always earned to a separate room, and two wax 
candles hghted beside it, for such also had been her order I 
would then lock the chamber, estabhsh myself m my own, 
and take such comfort as the place aflbrded 

“ For a while I was able to employ myself with thinkmg of 
her but by degrees the time began to hang heavy on my 
hands. 1 was not used to hve without companions: these 
I soon found, at tables-d'hdte, in cofiee-houses and public 
places, altogether to my wish. In such a mode of hvmg my 
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have much money and precious ware laid up by you but 
now we have seen your treasure walking down-staiis , and m 
good truth it seemed worthy of being well kept ’ 

" To this I answeied nothing , but paid my reckoning, and 
mounted with my Box into the carnage I again rolled foith 
into the world, with the firmest resolution to be heedful m 
future of the warning given me by my fair and mystenous 
fnend Scarcely, however, had I once more reached a large 
toivn, when forthwith I got acquainted with certain interesting 
ladies, from whom I absolutely could not tear myself away 
Tliey seemed inclined to make me pay dear for then favoui . 
for while they still kept me at a certain distance, they led me 
into one expense after the other , and I, being anxious only 
to piomote their satisfaction, once moie ceased to thmk of 
my purse, but paid and spent straightforward, as occasion 
needed But how great was my astonishment and joy, when, 
after some weeks, I observed that the fulness of my store was 
not in the least diminished, that my purse was still as round 
and crammed as ever * Wishmg to obtain more strict know- 
ledge of this pretty quality, I set myself down to count, I 
accurately marked the sum, and again proceeded in my 
joyous life as before We had no want of excursions by land, 
and excursions by water , of dancing, singing, and other 
recreations But now it required small attention to observe 
that the purse was actually diminishing , as if by my cursed 
counting I had robbed it of the property of bemg uncountable 
However, this gay mode of existence had been once entered 
on, I could not draw back, and yet my ready money soon 
verged to a close I execrated my situation , upbraided iny 
fair friend, for having so led me into temptation , took it as 
an offence that she did not again show heiself to me, re- 
nounced, in my spleen, all duties towards her, and resolved 
to bleak open the Box, and see if peradventure any help 
might be found there I was just about proceeding with my \ 
purpose but I put it off till night, that I might go through 
the business with full composure, and, in the mean time, I 
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Of this I had never spoken to her, nor did I noAV think of 
speaking, though it lay there before our eyes; and both of 
usj by tacit agi cement, took charge of it, as circumstances 
might require ; I, howevei, still carrying it to and from the 
carriage, and bus3ung myself, as formerly, with the locking of 
the doors 

" So long as aught remained in my purse, I had continued 
to pay . but when my cash went done, I signified the fact to 
her ‘That is easily helped,'’ said she, pomtmg to a couple of 
little pouches fixed at the top, to the sides of the carriage. 
These I had often observed before, but never turned to use 
She put her hand mto the one, and pulled out some gold 
pieces, as from the other some coins of silver, thereby 
showing me the possibility of meeting any scale of expendi- 
ture which we might choose to adopt And thus we 
journeyed on from town to town, from land to land, con- 
tented with each other and with the woild and I fancied 
not that she would again leave me , the less so, that for some 
time she had evidently been as loving wives wish to be, a 
circumstance by which oui happiness and mutual affection 
was increased still farthei. But one morning, alas, she could 
not be found and as my actual residence, without her 
company, became displeasing, I again took the road with my 
Box , tried the virtue of the two pouches, and found it still 
unimpaired 

“My journey proceeded ivithout accident But if I had 
hitherto paid little heed to the mysteiies of my adventure, 
expecting a natural solution of the whole, there now occurred 
something which threw me into astonishment, into anxiety, 
nay, into fear Being wont, in my impatience for change of 
place, to hurry forward day and night, it was often my hap to 
be travelling m the dark and when the lamps, by any chancy 
ivent out, to be left in utter obscurity Once in the dead 
of such a night, I had fallen asleep, and on awakening I 
observed the glimmer of a light on the covering of my car- 
nage I examined this moie strictly, and found that it was 
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I had seen her last and I lemembered having he^td that all 
beings of the mermaid and gnome species increased in stature 
very perceptibly at the fall of night She fleiv, as usual, to 
my arms , but I could not with right gladness press her to my 
obstructed hi east 

“ ‘My dearest,’ said she, *I now feel by thy reception of me, 
what, alas, I already knew too well Thou hast seen me in 
the interim thou art acquainted with the state in which, at 
certain times, I find myself, thy happiness and mine is inter- 
rupted, nay, it stands on the brink of being annihilated 
altogether I must leave thee, and I know not whether I 
shall ever see thee again ’ Her presence, the grace with 
which she spoke, directly banished from my memory almost 
every trace of that vision, which indeed had already hovered 
before me as httle more than a dieam I addressed her with 
kind vivacity, convinced her of my passion, assured her that 
I was innocent, that my discovery was accidental , in short, I 
so managed it that she appeared composed, and endeavoured 
to compose me 

“ ‘ Try thyself strictly,’ said she, ‘ whether this discovery has 
not hurt thy love, whether thou canst foiget that I hve in two 
forms beside thee, Avhether the dimmution of my being will not 
also contract thy affection ’ 

“ I looked at hei she was fairer than ever , and I thought 
withm myself Is it so great a misfortune, after all, to have a 
vnfe who from time to time becomes a dwarf, so that one can 
cany her about with him in a casket? Were it not much 
worse if she became a giantess, and put her husband in the 
box ? My gaiety of heart had returned I would not for the 
whole world have let her go ‘Best heart,’ said I, ‘let us be 
and continue ever as we have been Could either of us vush 
to be better ? Enjoy thy conveniency , and I promise thee to 
guard the Box with so much the more faithfulness Why 
should the prettiest sight I have ever seen in my life make a 
bad impression on me ? How happy would lovers be, could 
they but procure such miniature pictures • And after all. 
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hidden grudge broke loose, and by its consequences produced 
to myself the greatest damage 

“ When I look back on it now, I in fact loved my beauiy 
far less, after that unlucky discovery* I was also groiving 
jealous of her, a whim that had never struck me before This 
night at table, I found myself placed very much to my mind 
beside my two neighbours, a couple of ladies, who, for some 
time, had appeared to me very charming Amid jesting and 
soft small talk, I was not sparing of my wine while, on the 
other side, a pair of musical dilettanti had got hold of my 
ivife, and at last contrived to lead the company into singing 
separately, and by way of chorus. This put me into ill- 
humour The two andatcurs appeared to me impertinent, 
the singing vexed me, and whra, as my turn came, they 
even requested a solo-strophe from me, I grew tiuly indig- 
nant, I emptied my glass, and set it down again with no soft 
movement ' 

“The grace of my two fair neighbours soon pacified me, 
indeed , but there is an evil nature in wrath, when once it is 
set a-going It went on fermenting within me, though all 
things were of a kind to induce joy and complaisance On 
the contrary, I waxed more splenetic than ever when a lute 
was pioduced, and my fair one began fingering it and singing, 
to the admiration of all the rest Unhappily, a general silence 
was requested So then, I was not even to talk any more, 
and these tones were going through me like a toothache 
Was it any wonder that, at last, the smallest spark should 
blow-up the mine ? 

“The songstress had just ended a song amid the loudest 
applauses, when she looked over to me, and this truly with 
the most loving face m the world Unluckily, its lovingness 
could not penetrate so far She perceived that I had just 
gulped down a cup of wine, and was pouring out a fresh 
one W^ith her nght fore-finger she beckoned to me in kind 
threatening * Consider that it is wine • ’ said she, not louder 
than for myself to hear it . — ‘ Water is for mermaids * ’ cried 
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both , thou host scoJShd a.\iay a gieat felicity, and I too must 
renounce my dearest wishes ’ 

** As I now pressed and entreated her to explain herself 
more clearly, she answered ‘That, alas, I can well do; for, 
at all events, my continuance with thee is over. Hear, then, 
what I would rather have concealed to the latest times The 
form, under which thou sawest me in the Eox, is my natural 
and proper form . for I am of the race of Eing Eckwald, the 
dread Sovereign of the Dwarfs, concerning whom authentic 
History has recorded so much Our people are still as of old 
laborious and busy, and therefore easy to govern Thou must 
not fancy that the Dwaifs are behindhand in their manu- 
facturing skill Swords which followed the foe, when you cast 
them after him , invisible and mysteriously bindmg chains , 
impenetrable shields, and suchlike ware, in old times, formed 
their staple pioduce But now they chiefly employ themselves 
with articles of convenience and ornament , in which truly 
they surpass all people of the Earth I may well say, it would 
astonish thee to walk through our workshops and ware- 
houses All this would be right and good, were it not 
that with the whole nation in general, but more particularly 
ivith the royal family, there is one peculiar circumstance 
connected.' 

“She paused for a moment, and I again begged farther 
light on these wonderful secrets , which accordmgly she fortli- 
with proceeded to grant 

“ * It IS well known,’ said she, * that G-od, so soon as he had , 
created the world, and the giound was dry, and the mountains 
were standing bright and glorious, that God, I say, thereupon, 
in the very first place, created the Dwarfs , to the end that 
there might be reasonable beings also, who, in their passages 
and chasms, might contemplate and adore his wonders in the 
inward parts of the Earth It is farther well known, that this 
little race by degrees became uplifted in heart, and attempted 
to acquire the dominion of the Earth , for which reason God 
then created the Dragons, in order to drive back the Dwarfs 
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that so the Dwarf progeny may be refected, and saved from 
entire decay ’ 

“ Though my fair one related these thmgs with an air of 
the utmost sincerity, I looked at her hesitatingly, for it 
seemed as if she meant to palm some fable on me As to her 
own dainty lineage, I had not the smallest doubt but that 
she should have laid hold of me in place of a Knight, occa- 
sioned some mistrust , seeing I knew myself too well to suppose 
that my ancestors had come into the world by an immediate 
act of creation 

concealed my wonder and scepticism, and asked her 
kindly * But tell me, my dear child, how hast thou attained 
this large and stately shape ? For I know few women that in 
richness of foim can compare with thee ’ — ' Thou shalt hear,’ 
replied she *It is a settled maxim in the Council of the 
Dwaif Kings, that this extraordmary step be forborne as long 
as it possibly can , which, indeed, I cannot but say is qmte 
natural eoad proper Feihaps they might have hngered stdl 
longer, had not my brother, bom after me, come into the 
world so exceedingly small, that the nurses actually lost him 
out of his swaddhng-clothes, and no creature yet knows 
whither he is gone On this occurrence, unexampled in the 
annals of Dwarfdom, the Sages were assembled , and without 
more ado, the resolution was taken, and I sent out in quest of 
a husband ’ 

St s resolution ' ’ exclaimed I * that is all extremely 
well One can resolve, one can take his resolution but to 
give a Dwarf this heavenly shape, how did your Sages manage 
that ^ ’ 

“ * It had been provided for already,’ said she, * by our 
ancestors In the royal treasury lay a monstrous gold nng. 

I speak of it as it then appeared to me, when I saw it in my 
childhood for it was this same ring, which I have here on my 
finger We now went to work as follows 

“ ‘ I was informed of aU that awaited me , and instructed 
what I had to^o and to forbear A splendid palace, after the 
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" On healing that our money would run shorty I inquired 
no farther into consequences I shrugged my shoulders , I was 
silent^ and she seemed to understand me 

** We now packed up, and got into our carnage ; the Box 
standing opposite us, in which, howevei, I could still see no 
symptoms of a palace In this way we proceeded several 
stages. Post-money and drink-money were leadily and nchly 
paid from the pouches to the light and left , till at last we 
reached a mountainous district, and no sooner had we alighted 
here, than my fair one walked foiward, directing me to follow 
her with the Box She led me by rather steep paths to a 
narrow plot of green ground, through which a clear brook now 
gushed in little falls, now ran in quiet windings She pointed 
to a little knoll , bade me set the Box doivn there, then said 
' Parewell ' Thou wilt easily find the way back , lemember 
me , I hope to see thee again ■* 

** At this moment, I felt as if I could not leave her. She 
was just now in one of her fine days, or if you will, her fine 
hours Alone with so feir a being, on the greensward, among 
grass and flowers, girt in by rocks, waters murmuring round 
you, what heart could have remained msensible ' I came 
forward to seize her hand, to clasp her in my arms but she 
motioned me back , threatening me, though still kindly 
enough, with great danger, if I did not instantly withdraw 

"*Is there no possibility, then,’ exclaimed I, ‘ of my staying 
with thee, of thy keeping me beside thee?’ These words I 
uttered with such rueful tones and gestures, that she seemed 
touched by them, and after some thought confessed to me that 
a continuance of our umon was not entirely impossible Who 
happier than I ' My importunity, which increased eveiy 
moment, compelled her at last to come out with her scheme, 
and inform me that if I too could resolve on becoming as 
little as I had once seen her, I might still remain with her, be 
admitted to her house, her kingdom, her family The pro- 
posal was not altogether to my mind , yet at this moment I 
positively could not tear myself away , so, having already for 
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saloon, I directly recognised the 6ieplace which I had formerly 
seen from above, and the chair in which she had then been 
sitting And on looking up, I actually fancied I could still 
see something of the chink in the dome, thiough which I had 
peeped m. I spare you the description of the lest in a word, 
all was spacious, splendid, and tasteful Scarcely had I 
recovered from my astonishment, when I heard afer off a 
sound of military music My better half sprang up , and with 
rapture announced to me the approach of His Majesty her 
Fathei. We stept out to the threshold, and here beheld a 
magmficent procession moving towards us, from a considerable 
cleft m the rock Soldiers, servants, officers of state and 
glittering courtiers, followed in order At last you observed 
a golden throng, and in the midst of it the King himself. So 
soon as the whole procession had drawn up before the palace, 
the King, with his nearest retinue, stept foiwaid His loving 
daughter hastened out to him, pulling me along with her. 
We threw ourselves at his feet , he raised me very graciously ; 
and on commg to stand before him, I perceived, that in this 
little woild I was still the most considerable figure. We pro- 
ceeded together to the palace , where His Majesty, in presence 
of his whole court, was pleased to welcome me with a well- 
studied oration, in which he expressed his surprise at finding 
us here acknowledged me as his son-in-law, and appointed 
the nuptial ceremony to take place on the morrow. 

“A cold sweat went over me as I heard him speak of 
marriage, for I dreaded this even more than music, which 
otherwise appeared to me the most hateful thing on Earth 
Your music-makers, I used to say, enjoy at least the conceit of 
being in unison with each other, and working in concord , for 
when they have tweaked and tuned long enough, grating our 
ears with all manner of screeches, they believe in then hearts 
that the matter is now adjusted, and one instiument accurately 
suited to the other The band-master himself is in this happy 
delusion ; and so they set forth jbylully, though still tearing 
our nerves to pieces. In tlie mariiage-state, even this is not 
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approached me with courtesy, nay, with reverence, and even re- 
commended itself to my good graces I learned that the Ants 
had now become allies of my father-in-law, and by him been 
called out in the present emergency, and commissioned to fetch 
me back. Here, then, was little I in the hands of creatuies 
still less. I had nothing for it but looking forward to the 
marriage , nay, I must now thank Heaven, if my father-in-law 
were not wroth, if my fair one had not taken the sullens 

" Let me skip over the whole tram of ceremonies , in a 
word, we were wedded Gaily and joyously as matteis went, 
there were nevertheless solitary horns, in whieh you were led 
astray into reflection , and now there happened to me some- 
thing which had never happened before . what, and how, you 
shall learn 

“Everything about me was completely' adapted to my 
present form and wants , the bottles and glasses were in a fit 
ratio to a little toper, nay, if you will, better measure, m 
proportion, than with us In my tiny palate, the dainty 
titbits tasted excellently , a kiss from the little mouth of my 
spouse was still the most charming thing in nature , and I 
ivill not deny that novelty made all these circumstances highly 
agreeable Unhappily, however, I had not forgotten my 
former situation I felt within me a scale of bygone great- 
ness , and it rendered me restless and cheerless Now, for the 
first time, did I understand what the philosophers might mean 
by their Ideal, which they say so plagues the mind of man I 
had an Ideal of myself , and often in dreams I appeared as a 
giant In short, my wife, my nng, my dwaif figure, and so 
many other bonds and restrictions, made me utterly unhappy , 
so that I began to think seriously about obtainmg my 
deliverance 

“ Being persuaded that the whole magic lay in the ring, I 
resolved on filing this asunder Erom the couit-jeweller, 
accordingly, I borrowed some files By good luck, I was 
left-handed, os indeed, throughout my whole life, I had never 
done aught in the right-handed way I stood tightly to the 
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And here, first of all, as necessarily happens between friends 
meeting after some separation, the question was started How 
far they had altered in the interim ? Eriedrich would have it 
that Wilhelm was exactly the same as befoire * to Wilhelm 
again it seemed that his young friend, though no whit abated 
in mirth and discursiveness, was somewhat more staid in his 
manner. " It were pity,” interrupted Fiiedrich, “ if the father 
of three children, the husband of an exemplary matron, had 
not hkewise gained a little in dignity of bearmg ” 

Now, also, it came to light, that all the persons whom we 
got acquainted with in the Apprenticeship were still living and 
well , nay, better than before , being now in full and decisive 
activity , each, in his own way, associated with many fellow- 
labourers, and striving towards the noblest aim Of this, 
however, it is not for the present permitted us to impart any 
more precise infoimation , as, in a little book hke ours, reserve 
and secrecy may be no unseemly qualities 

But whatever, in the course of this confidential conversation, 
transpired respecting the Society in which we now are, as 
their more intimate relations, maxims and objects, by httle 
and little, came to view, it is our duty and opportumty to 
disclose in this place 

“ The whim of Emigration,” such was the substance of 
Fiiediich'’s talk on this matter, ** the whim of Emigration may, 
in stiaitened and painful cucumstances, very naturally lay hold 
of men, if paiticular cases chance to be favoured by a happy 
issue, this whim will, m the general mmd, rise to the rank of 
passion , as we have seen, as we still see, and withal cannot 
deny that we, in our time, have been befooled by such a 
delusion ouisdves 

‘‘Emigiation takes place in the treacherous hope of an im- 
provement in oui circumstances , and it is too often counter- 
balanced by a subsequent emigration , since, go where you 
may, you still find yourself in a conditional world, and if not 
constiamed to a new emigration, are yet inchned in secret to 
cherish such a desire 
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such as many lead in the world, and a well-meditated, happily- 
commenced undertaking like ours, of which I shall at tins 
time say no more in praise.” 

The quaint, fitful and most dainty story of The Foolish 
PtlffnmesSi with which om two friends now occupied their 
morning, we feel ourselves constrained, not unieluctantly, by 
certain grave calculations, to reserve for some future and 
better season. 


CHAPTER XVm 

Lbnakoo having freed himself from business foi an houi, 
took dinner with his friends , and at table he began to explain 
to them his family circumstances His eldest sister was 
married A rich brother-in-law, to the great satisfaction of 
the Uncle, had undertaken the management of all the estates , 
with him Valenna’s husband was stoutly cooperating, they 
were labouring on the great scale , stiengthemng their enter- 
prises by connexion with distant countries and places 

Here likewise our oldest fnends once more make their 
appearance Lothaiio, Werner, the Abb^, are on their side 
proceeding in the highest diligence, while Jarno occupies him- 
self with mining A geneial Insurance has been instituted , 
we discern a vast property in Land , and on this depends the 
existence of a large Wandering Society, the individual membeis 
of which, under the condition of the greatest possible useful- 
ness, are recommended to all the world, aie forwarded m eveiy 
undertaking, and secured against all mischances, while they 
again, as scattered colonists, may be supposed to react on their 
mothei country with favourable influences 

Thioughout all this, we observe Lenardo recogmsed as the 
wandermg Bond ; in smallei and greatei combinations, he, for 
most part, is elected on him is placed the most unrestneted 
confidence. 

So far had the disclosure, partly from Lenardo, partly from 
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By way of desseit, Lenardo received a packet, at the opening 
of which, he, with some tokens of suipnse, handed a letter to 
Wilhelm “ What secrets, what speedy concerns can sister 
BCersilia have with our fnend * To be delivered instantly, 
and opened privately, without the presence of any one, friend 
or stranger * ’ let us give him all possible convenience, Fried- 
iich , let us withdraw • ” Wilhelm hastily broke open the 
sheet, and read . 


JSTeraiha to Wilhelm 

Wherever this letter may reach you, my noble fnend, to a 
certainty it will find you m some nook, where you are stnving 
m vain to hide from yourself By making you acquainted with 
my two fair dames, I have done you a sorry service. 

But wherever you may be lurking, and doubtless it will 
search you out, my promise is, that after reading this letter, 
you do not forthwith leap from your seat, and, like a pious 
pilgrim, appear in my presence without delay, I must declare 
you to be the manliest of all men that is to say, the one most 
completely void of the finest property belonging to our sex , I 
mean Curiosity, which at this moment is afflicting me in its 
sharpest concentration 

In one word, then, your Casket has now got its key , this, 
however, none but you and I are to know. How it came into 
my bands, let me now tell you 

Some days ago, our Man of Law gets despatches iirom a 
distant Tribunal , wherein he was asked if, at such and such 
a time, there had not been a boy prowling about our neigh- 
bourhood, who had played all manner of tricks, and at length, 
in a rash enterprise, lost his jacket. 

By the way this biat was described, no doubt remained with 
us but he was Fitz , the gay comrade whom Felix talked so 
much of, and so often wished back to play with him 

Now, for the present, those Authorities request that said 
article of dress may be sent to them, if it is still in existence , 
as the boy, at last involved in judicial examinations, refers to 
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me, what say you to this picture of the riddle •* Does it not 
remind you of Arrows ivith barbs ? God help us ' But the 
Box must first stand unopened between you and me , and then 
when opened, tell us farther what we have to do I ivish there 
weie nothing whatever in it , and who knows what all I wish, 
and what all I could tell but do you look at this, and hasten 
so much the fastei to get upon the road. 



Eriediich returned more gay and lively than he had gone : 
“ Good news • ” cried he “ good luck • Lenardo has received 
some pretty letters, to facilitate the partmg credit more than 
sufiicient , and thou too shalt have thy share in it Fortune 
herself surely knows not what she is about , for once in her 
time she has done wise woithy fellows a favour ” 

BCeieupon he handed to his friend some clipped fragmei^ts 
of maps, with directions where they were to be produced, and 
changed for haid cash or bills, as he might choose Wilhelm 
was obliged to accept them, though he kept assuring his com- 
panion, that for the present he had no need of such things 
“Then others will need them'” cried Friediich “constrain 
not thy good feelings , and wherever thou art, appear as a 
benefactor But now come along, let us have a look at this 
manuscript it is long till night, one tires of talking and 
hstenmg, so I have begged some writing for our entertainment 
Eveiy leaf in Lenardo’s Aichives is penned in the spirit of the 
whole in giving me this he said * Well, take it and read it ; 
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had laboured for a common aim, had determined in concert 
what was next to be done , and the mother had not wanted 
skill to execute wisely, by herself, what the two had planned 
together. Double and treble was now the widower’s anxiety, 
seeing, as he could not but daily see, that for the sons of 
professors, even in universities, it was only by a sort of 
miracle that a happy education could be expected 

In this strait he applied to his friend the Oberamtmann of 
R , with whom he had already been treating of plans for a 
closer alliance between their famihes The Oberamtmann 
gave him counsel and assistance, so the son was established 
in one of those Institutions, which still flourish in Germany, 
and where charge is taken of the whole man, and body, soul 
and spirit are trained with all attention 

The son was thus provided for ; the father, however, felt 
himself very lonely robbed of Ins wife, shut out from the 
cheerful presence of the boy, whom he had seen, without 
effort of his, growing up in such desirable culture But here 
again the friendship of the Obeiamtmaim served him in 
good stead , the distance of their abodes vanished before his 
affection, his desire for movement, for diversion of thought 
In this hospitable home the widowed Man of Letters found, 
in a family-circle motherless like his own, two beautiful little 
daughters growing up in diveree loveliness ; a state of things 
which more and more confirmed the fathers in their purpose, 
in their hope, of one day seemg their families united m the 
most joyful bonds 

They lived under the sway of a mild good Prince the 
meritorious Oberamtmann was certain of his post during life , 
and in the appointment of a successor his recommendation 
was likely to go far. And now, according to the wise family 
anangement, sanctioned also by the Minister, Lucidor was to 
tram himself for the important oifice of his future father-in- 
law This m consequence he did from step to step Nothmg 
was neglected in communicating to him all sorts of knowledge, 
in developmg in him all sorts of activity, which the State in 
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Juha’s father often left hei for weeks to the care of his 
tiled friend. She was actually advancing in knowledge of 
her science, and already the inhabited woild, in its main 
features, in its chief points and places, stood befoie her with 
some accuracy and distinctness The garbs of foreign nations 
attracted her peculiar attention , and often when her foster- 
father asked her in jest If among the many young handsome 
men who were passing to and fro before her window, there 
was not some one oi other whom she hked she would answer 
“Yes, indeed, if he do but look odd enough” And as oui 
young students are seldom behindhand in this particular, she 
had often occasion to take notice of individuals among them 
they brought to her mind the costume of foreign nations, 
however, she declared in the end, that if she was to bestow 
her undivided attention on any one, he must be at least a 
Grieek, equipped in the complete fashion of Ins country, on 
which account, also, she longed to be at some Leipzig Fair, 
where, as she undeistood, such persons were to be seen 
walking the stieets 

After his dry and often irksome labours, our Teacher had 
now no happier moments than those he spent in mu thfully 
instiucting her, tiiumphing withal, in secret, that a being 
so attractive, ever entei taming, ever entertained, was in the 
end to be his own daughter Tor the i^st, the two fathers 
had mutually agreed, that no hint of their purpose should he 
communicated to the girls; from X<ucidor, also, it was kept 
secret 

Thus had years passed away, as indeed theyr very lightly 
pass, Eucidor presented himself completed, having stood all 
trials to the joy even of the superior overseers, who wished 
nothing more heartily than being able, with a good conscience, 
to fulfil the hopes of old, worthy, favoured and desemng 
servants. 

And so the business had at length by quiet regular steps 
come so far, that Lucidor, after having demeaned himself in 
subordinate stations to universal satisfaction, was now to be 
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those of heiself. So passed the day , peculiarly agreeahle to 
all, only to Lucidor not he, at all times silent, had been 
forced, that he might avoid sinking dumb entirely, to employ 
himself in asking questions, and in this attitude no one 
appears to advantage 

Throughout he had been absent-minded, for at the first 
glance he had felt, not aversion or repugnance, yet estrange- 
ment, toivards Julia Eucinda, on the contrary, attracted him, 
so that he trembled every time she looked at him mth her 
full pure peaceful eyes 

Thus hard bestead, he reached his chamber the first night, 
and gave vent to his heart in that soliloquy with which we 
began But to explain this sufficiently, to show how the 
violence of such an emphatic speech agrees with what we know 
of him already, another little statement will be necessary. 

liucidor was of a deep character, and for most part had 
something else in his mind than what the present scene 
required hence talk and social conversation would never 
prosper rightly with him , he felt this, and was wont to con- 
tinue silent, except when the topic happened to be particular, 
on some department which he had completely studied, and of 
which whatever he needed was at all times ready. Besides 
this, in his early years at school, and later at the university, 
he had been deceived in fnends, and had wasted the effusions 
of his heart unhappily, hence every communication of his 
feelings seemed to him a doubtful step, and doubting destroys 
all such communication "With his father he was used to 
speak only in unison , therefore his full heart poured itself out 
in monologues, so soon as he was by himself 

Next morning he had summoned up his resolution , and 
yet he almost lost heart and composure again, when Julia met 
him with still more fiiendliness, gaiety and frankness than 
ever. She had much to ask , about his journeys by land and 
journeys by water, how, when a student, with his knapsack 
on his back, he had roamed and climbed through Switzerland, 
nay, crossed the Alps themselves. And now of those fair 
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sho^rs him the fairest^ noblest social and hospitable attentions 
that little fool would run through the world with any one for 
anything or nothing. Besides, she is a wag, her interest 
in cities and countries is a farce, by which she keeps us in 
silence But why do I look at the afiair so perplexedly, so 
narrowly ? Is not the Oberamtmann himself the most judicious, 
the dealest, the kindest mediator •* Thou wilt tell him how 
thou feelest and thinkest , and he wiU think with thee, if not 
likewise feel. With thy father he has all influence And is 
not the one as well as the other his daughter ? What would 
this Antoni the Traveller with Lucinda, who is bom for 
home, to be happy and to make happy ^ Let the wavenng 
quicksilver fasten itself to the Wandering Jew that will be a 
right match ” 

Next morning Lucidor came doivn, with the firm purpose 
of speaking with the father, and waiting on him expressly 
to that end, at the hour when he knew him to be disengaged 
How great was his vexation, his perplexity, on learning that 
the Oberamtmann had been called away on business, and was 
not expected till the day after the morrow ' Juba, on this 
occasion, seemed to be expressly in her travdhng fit , she 
kept by the world-wanderer, and, with some sportive hits at 
domestic economy, gave up Lucidor to Lucinda If our friend, 
viewing this noble maiden from a certain distance, and under 
one general impression, had alieady, with his whole heart, 
loved her, he failed not now in this nearest nearness to discover 
with double and treble vividness in detoil, all that had before 
as a whole attracted him 

The good old friend of the family now brought himself 
forward, in place of the absent father he too had hved, and 
loved , and was now, after many hard bufPetings and bruises 
of life, resting at last, refreshed and cheerful, beside the ftiend 
of his youth He enhvened the conversation , and especially 
expatiated on perplexities in choice of wives , relating several 
remarkable examples of explanations, both in time and too 
late Lucinda appeared in all her splendour. She admitted : 
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of fortune, and occupying a lucrati\e post, had, according to 
his own judgment and perception, according to the taste of 
his wife, nay, at last according to the wishes and whims of his 
children, laid out and forwaided many larger and smaller 
decorations, which by degrees being skilfully connected with 
plantations and paths, adbrded to the promenader, a very 
beautiful, continually varying, characteiistic sciies of scenes 
through these, our young hosts now proposed to 
their guests , as in general we take pleasure in showing our 
improvements to a stranger, that so what has become habitual 
in our eyes may appear inth the charm of novelty m his, and 
leav'e with him, in permanent remembrance, its first fav curable 
impression 

The nearest, as well os the most distant part of the giounds, 
was peculiaily appiopriate foi modest decorations, and alto- 
gether ruial individualities Fertile hills alternated witli 
well-w atered meadows , so that the vrhole was v isiblc from 
time to time, without being flat, and if the land seemed 
chiefly devoted to purposes of utility', the graceful, the attrac- 
tive, was by no means excluded. 

To the dwelling and oflice -houses were united various 
gaidens, orchards and green spaces, out of which you imper- 
ceptibly passed into a little wood, with a broad, clear carriage- 
road winding up and down tlirough the midst of it Here, in 
a central spot, on the most considciable elevation, there had 
been a hall erected, with side-cliambcrs entering fi om it 
On coming through the main door, you saw m a large mirror 
the most favourable prospect which the country afforded, 
and were sure to turn round that instant, to recovei yourself 
on the reality from the effect of this its unexpected image, 
for the approach was artfully enough contnv'cd, and all 
that could excite surprise was carefully hid till the lasf 
moment. No one entered but felt himself plcacurabh 
tempted to turn from tlie mirror to Nature, and from Nature 
to the mirror. 

Once in motion in this fairest, brightest, longest day, our 
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been her work, under the proposal, direction, or favour of her 
revered mother 

But as the longest day at last bends down to evening, our 
party were at last forced to think of returning, and while 
devising some pleasant circuit, the meiry brother proposed 
that they should take the short road, though it commanded 
no fine prospects, and was even in some places more difficult to 
get over. “ For,” cried he, “ you have preached all day about 
your decorations and reparations, and how you have improved 
and beautified the scene for pictorial eyes and feehng hearts . 
let me also have ray turn ” 

Accordingly they now set forth over ploughed grounds, by 
coarse paths, nay, sometimes picking their way by stepping- 
stones in boggy places , till at last they peiceived, at some 
distance, a pile of machineiy toweimg up in manifold com- 
bination More closely ei^amined, it turned out to be a large 
apparatus foi spoit and games, arranged not without judg- 
ment, and in a certain popular spiiit Here, fixed at suitable 
distances, stood a large swing-wheel, on which the ascending 
and the descending riders might still sit horizontally, and at 
their ease , other see-saws, swing-ropes, leaping-poles, bowhng 
and nine-pms courses, and whatever can be fancied foi vanedly 
and equally employing and diverting a crowd of people 
gathered on a large common "This,” cried be, "is my 
invention, my decoration • And though my fatliei found the 
money, and a shrewd fellow the brain necessaiy for it, yet 
without me, whom you often call a person of no judgment, 
money and brain would not have come together ” 

In this cheerful mood, the whole four reached home by 
sunset Antoni also joined them, but the little Julia, not 
yet satisfied with this unresting travel, ordered her coach, and 
set forth on a visit to a lady of her friends, in utter despaii 
at not havmg seen her for two days The party left behind 
began to feel embairassed befoie they were aware , it was even 
mentioned in words that the father’s absence distressed them. 
The conveisation was about - to stagnate, when all at once 
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When I know the price of anything, no morsel of it can I 
relish Guests are expected tomorrow, the old man has 
not yet got refitted , Antoni is gone to hunt, we will do the 
same ” 

Guns, pouches, and dogs were ready, as our pair stept down 
into the court , and now they set forth over field and hiU, 
shooting at best some leveret or so, and perhaps here and 
there a poor indifieient undeseiving bird Meanwhile they 
kept talking of domestic affairs, of the household and company 
at present assembled in it Antoni was mentioned, and 
Eucidor failed not to inquire more nariowly about him The 
gay younker, with some self-complaisance, asserted, that 
strange as the man was, and much mystery as he made about 
himself, he, the gay younker, had already seen through him and 
through him “ Without doubt,” continued he, “ Antoni is 
the son of a rich mercantile family, whose large partneiship 
concern fell to ruin* at the very time when he, m the full 
vigour of youth, was preparing to take a cheerful and actiie 
hand in their great undertakings, and withal to share m their 
abundant piofits Dashed down ftom the summit of his hopes, 
he gathered himself together, and undertook to perform for 
strangers what he was no longer in a case to perform for his 
relatives And so he travelled through the world, became 
thoroughly acquainted with it and its mutual traffickings, in 
the mean while not forgetting his own advantage Unwearied 
diligence and tned fidelity obtained and secured for him un- 
bounded confidence from many Thus in all places he acquired 
connexions and friends ; nay, it is easy to see that his fortune 
IS as widely scattered abroad as his acquaintance , and accord- 
ingly his piesence is from time to time required in all quarters 
of the world ” 

These things the merry y ounkei told in a more mrcumstantial 
and simple style, introducing many farcical observations, as if 
he meant to spin out his story to full length 

** How long, for instance,” cried he, “ has this Antoni been 
connected with my father • They think I see nothing, becaw^e 
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that it was a lady and a man, which latter was that instant 
warmly kissing the hand of his companion EEow great, 
accordingly, was Lucidor's astonishment, when, on recovering 
his clearness of vision, he beheld Antoni sitting by Lucinda • 
He was like to sink through the ground , he stood, however, 
as if rooted to the spot, till Lucinda, in the kindest, most 
unembarrassed manner, shifted a little to a side, and invited 
him to take a seat on her right hand. Unconsciously he 
obeyed her, and while she addressed him, inquiring aftei his 
present day's lustoiy, asking pardon for hei absence on dom- 
estic engagements, he could scaicely hear her voice Antoni 
rose, and took his leave Lucinda, restmg herself from her 
toil, as the others weie doing, invited Lucidor to a short stroll 
Walking by her side, he was silent and embarrassed , she, too, 
seemed ill at ease and had he been in the slightest degree 
self-collected, her deep-diawn breathing must have disclosed 
to him that she had heartfelt sighs to suppress She at last 
took her leave, as they approached the house he on the 
other hand turned lound at first slowly, then at a violent 
pace to the open country- The park was too narrow foi 
him, he hastened through the fields, listening only to the 
voice of his heart, and without eyes foi the beauties of this 
loveliest evening When he found himself alone, and his 
feelings were rehevmg their violence in a showei of teais, he 
exclaimed 

“ Already in my life, but never with such fierceness, have I 
felt the agony which now makes me altogether wretclied to 
see the long-wisbed-for happiness at length reach me , hand- 
in-hand and arm-in-arm unite with me, and at the same 
moment announce its eternal depaiture ' I was sitting by hei, 

I was walking by her , her fluttering garment touched me, and 
I have lost her • Reckon it not over, torture not thy heart 
i\ith it, be silent, and determine 

He laid a prohibition on his lips ; he held his peace, and 
planned and meditated, stepping over field and meadow and 
bush, not always by the smoothest paths Late at night, on 
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to a college fnend, with whom he had lived m cheerful, cordial 
union, and in this crisis seeking refuge beside him His old 
confidence had been awakened, the intervening miles were not 
counted , he had fancied himself already at the side of his true- 
hearted and judicious friend, finding counsel and assuagement 
from his words and looks This prospect was now cut off. 
yet not entirely, if he could venture with the fresh pedestnan 
limbs, which still stood at his command, to set forth towards 
the goal 

First of all, accordingly, he struck through the park , mak- 
ing for the open country, and the road which was to lead him 
to his friend Of his direction he was not quite certain, when 
looking to the left, his eye fell upon the Hermitage, which had 
hitherto been kept secret from him , a strange edifice, nsing 
with grotesque joinery thiough bush and tree: and here, to 
his extreme astonishment, he observed the good old man, who 
foi some days had been considered sick, standing in the gallery 
under the Chinese roof, and looking blithely through the soft 
morning The friendhest salutation, the most pressmg en- 
treaties to come up, Lucidor lesisted with excuses and gestures 
of haste Nothing but sympathy with the good old man, 
who, hastening down with infirm step, seemed every moment 
in danger of falling to the bottom, could induce him to turn 
thither, and then suffer himself to be conducted up With 
surprise he entered the pretty little hall it had only three 
windows, turned towards the park, a most graceful piospect* 
the other sides were decorated, or rather covered, with hundreds 
of portraits, copperplate or painted, which were fixed in a 
certain order to the wall, and separated by coloured borders 
and interstices 

“ I favour you, my friend, more than I do every one , this is 
the sanctuary in which I peacefully spend my last days Here 
I recover myself from all the mistakes which society tempts 
me to commit here my dietetic errors are corrected, and my 
old being is agam restored to equihbrium " 

Ltucidor looked over the place , and being well read in 
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when he learns it Lucidor’s horse I have ridden somewhat 
hard , it has lost a shoe, and I was obliged to leave the beast 
behind me. What will he say He is too absuid, when one 
behaves absurdly." 

*‘Come up said the old man, and turned in to Luddor 
“Now, what say you?” Lucidor was silent, and the wild 
blade entered The discussion of the business lasted long at 
length it was determined to despatch the groom forthwith, 
that he might seek the horse and toke charge of it 

Leaving the old man, the two younkers hastened to the 
house, Lucidor, not quite unwillmgly, submittmg to this 
arrangement Come of it what might, within these walls the 
sole wish of his heart was included In such despeiate cases, 
we are, at any rate, cut off from the assistance of our free 
will , and we feel ourselves reheved for a moment, when, from 
any quarter, direction and constraint takes hold of us Vet, 
on entering his chamber, he found himself in the strangest 
mood , like a man who, having just left an apaitment of 
an inn, is forced to return to it, by the breaking of an 
axle 

The gay younker fell upon the travelling-bag, unpacking it 
all in due order, especially selecting eveiy article of holyday 
apparel, which, though only on the travellmg scale, was to be 
found there He forced Lucidor to put on fresh shoes and 
stockings , he dressed for him his clustering brown locks, and 
decked him at all points with his best skill Then stepping 
back, and surveying our friend and his oivn handiwork from 
head to foot, he exclaimed “ Now, then, my good fellow, you 
do look like a man that has some pretensions to pretty 
damsels , and seiious enough, moreover, to spy about you for 
a bride Wait one moment ' You shall see how I too can 
produce myself, when the hour strikes This knack I learned 
from your military officers , the girls are always glancing at 
them, so I likewise have enrolled myself among a certain 
Soldiery ; and now they look at me too, and look again, and 
no soul of them knoivs what to make -of it. And so, from 
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him doubly and trebly, as the form of Lucinda seemed to 
retire firom him at the same time 

He turned to go out into the open air, but found himself a 
prisoner His gay friend, heedlessly or roguishly, had left the 
dooi locked Lucidor, however, did not long continue in this 
durance for the other returned , apologised for his oversight, 
and leally called forth good humour by his singular appear- 
ance A certain audacity of colour and cut in his clothes was 
softened by natural taste, as even to tattooed Indians we 
refuse not a certain approbation “Today,” cued he, “the 
tedium of bygone days shall be made good to us Worthy 
friends, merry friends aie come, pretty giils, roguish and 
fond, and my father to boot, and wonder on wonder’ youi 
father too. This will be a festival truly , they are all assembled 
for breakfast in the parlour ■" 

With Lucidor, at this piece of information, it was as if he 
were looking into deep fog , all the figuies, known and 
unknown, which the words announced to him, assumed a 
spectral aspect , yet his resolution, and the consciousness of a 
pure hear^ sustained him and, in a few seconds, he felt 
himself prepared for everything He followed his hastening 
friend with a steady step, firmly determined to await the issue, 
be what it might, and explain his own pmposes, come what 
come might 

And yet, at the very thieshold of the hall, he was struck 
%vith some alarm In a laige half circle, ranged round by the 
windows, he immediately descried his father with the Obei- 
amtmann, both splendidly attired The two sisters, Antoni, 
and others known and unknown, he burned over with a glance, 
which was threatening to grow dim Half wavering, he 
approached his father , who bade him iv elcome with the 
utmost kindness, yet in a certain style of foimality which 
scarcely invited any tiustful application Standing before so 
many persons, he looked round to find a place among them for 
a moment he might ha^ e arianged himself beside Lucinda , 
but Julia, contrary to the i igour of etiquette, made room for 
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sunk in his sorrow, he had heard no footsteps approach , 
feeling some one touch him, he started up, and percei\ed 
l/ucinda standing by his side. 

Fancying they had sent her to bring him back, had com- 
missioned her to lead him with fit sisterly words into the 
assemblage to front his hated doom, he exclaimed. “You 
they should not have sent, Lucinda, for it was you that 
drove me away I will not return Give me, if you are 
capable of any pity, procure me convenience and means of 
flight For, that you yourself may testify how impossible it 
was to bring me back, listen to the explanation of my conduct, 
which to you and all of them must seem insane. Hear now 
the oath which I have sworn in my soul, and which I 
incessantly repeat in words . with you only did I wish to hve ; 
with you to enjoy, to employ my days, fiom youth to old 
age, in true honourable union And let this be as firm and 
sure as aught ever sworn before the altar , this which I now 
swear, now when I leave you, ihe most pibable of all men ” 

He made a movement to glide past her, os she stood close 
before him , but she caught him softly in her arms “ What 
IS this • ” exclaimed he 

“Lucidor*” cried she, **not pitiable as you think you 
are mine, I am yours , I hold you in my arms , delay not to 
thiow your arms about me. Your father has agreed to all, 
Antoni marries my sister ■" 

In astonishment he recoiled from her “Can it be?” 
Lucinda smiled and nodded, he drew back from her arms 
“Let me vieiv once more, at a distance, what is to be mme 
so nearly, so mseparably ” He grasped her hands “ Lucinda, 
are you mine ? ” 

She answered “ Well, then, yes,” the sweetest teats m the 
truest eyes , he clasped her to bis bieast, and threw his head 
behind hers, he hung like a shipwrecked manner on the 
chfFs of the coast, the ground still shook under him. And 
now his enraptuied eye, again openmg, hghted on the mirror. 
He saw her there m his arms, himself clasped in hers; he 
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help ourselves. Over the mountams sumpters shall cany us, 
and our coach also " 

“You are a dear creature*’’ cned Julia The boy came 
forward ; and with the quiclcness of a conjuror, exhibited all 
the conveniences, little advantages, comforts and celerities > of 
the whole light edifice > 

** On Earth I have no thanks,” cned Juba; “ but from this 
bttle moving Heaven, from this cloUd, into which you raise 
me, I will heartily thank you.” She had already bounded in, 
throwing him kind looks and a kiss of the hand “ Eor the 
present you come not hither, but there is another whom I 
mean to take along with me in this proof excursion, he 
himself has still a proof to undeigo ” She called to Lucidor; 
who, just then occupied in mute conversation with his father 
and father-in-law, wilhngly took refuge in the light vehicle , 
feeling an irresistible necessity to dissipate his thoughts in 
some way or other, though it were but for a moment He 
placed himself beside her; she diiected the postillion where 
he was to drive Instantly they darted o5^ enveloped in a 
cloud of dust, and vanished from the eyes of the amazed 
spectators 

J ulia fixed herself in the comer as firmly and commodiously 
as she could wish " Now do you shift into that one too, good 
brothel , so that we may look each other rightly in the face ” 
Lucidor. You feel my confusion, my embarrassment* I am 
still as if in a dream , help me out of it 

Jttha Inok at these gay peasants, how kindly they salute 
us ' You have never seen the XJppei Hamlet yet, since you 
came hither All good substantial people there, and all 
thoroughly devoted to me No one of them so nch that you 
cannot, by a time, do a little kind service to him This road, 
which we whi^l along so smoothly, is my father’s doing, 
another of his benefits to the community 

Lucidor I beliWe it, and wilbngly admit it but what 
have these external things to do with the perplexity of my 
internal feelings ? 
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Julia. So now we are sitting here, and oijie is nothing to the 
other Thus it was destined to be Thte little Quicksilver 
would not suit you Love it you could pot, it was hateful 
to you ' 

Eucidoi's astonishment increased i 

Julta But Eucinda, indeed* She is the paragon of all 
peidections, and the pretty sistei was once foi all cast out 
I see it, the question hovers on youi bps who has told us 
all so accurately ** 

iMCidor Theie is tieacheiy in it ’ 

Julta Yes, tiuly > There has been a Traitoi at work in 
the inattei 

Imcidoi Name him 

Julia He IS soon unmasked You I You have the praise- 
worthy or blameworthy custom of talking to yourself* and 
now, in the name of all, I must confess that in turn we have 
overheaid you 

Intcido} (starting up) A soriy piece of hospitahty, to lay 
snares foi a sti anger in this way * 

Jidia By no means ’ "We thought not of watchmg you, 
moie than any other But, you know, your bed stands in the 
lecess of the wall, on the opposite side is another alcove, 
commonly employed foi laying up household aiticles Hithei, 
some days befoie, we had shifted our old mans bed, being 
anxious about him in his remote Hermitage and here, t le 
fiist night, you started some such passionate soliloquy, which 
he next morning took his oppoituniiy of rehearsing 

Eucidor had not the heart to interiupt her He withdrew. 
Julia (rising and following him) What a service this dis- 
covery did us all ' Eoi I will confess, if you were not positively 
disagreeable, the situation which awaited me was not by any 
meSs to my mind To be Frau Oberamtmannin, what a 
dreadful state * To have a brave gallant husband, who is to 
pass judgment on the people , and, for sheer judgment, cannot 
set to lustice ' Who can please neither high nor low ; and, 
what is worse, not even himself 1 I know what my poor mother 
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itself I can assure you, moieover, that^all of us at length 
thought the joke too long j 

Ltundor. Why did you not end it, then ? 

Juha That, too, I must explam No sooner had my father 
got intelhgence of your fiist monologue, and seen, as was easy 
to do, that none of his children would object to such an ex- 
change, than he determined on visiting your father. The 
importance of the business gave him much anxiety A father 
alone can feel the respect which is due to a father “ He must 
be informed of it in the first place,” said mine, “ that he may 
not in the end, when we are all agreed, be reduced to give a 
forced and displeased consent 1 Icnow him well , I know how 
any thought, any ivish, any purpose cleaves to him , and I have 
my own fears about the issue Juha, his maps and pictures, 
he has long viewed as one thing; he has it in his eye to trans- 
port all this hither, when the young pair are once settled lierci 
and his old pupil cannot change her abode so readily , on us 
he IS to bestow his holydays , and who knoivs what other kind 
friendly things he has projected. He must forthwith be in- 
formed what a tnck Nature has played us, while yet nothing is 
declared, nothing is determined ” And with this, he exacted 
from us all the most solemn promise that we should observe 
you, and, come what might, retain you here till his return 
How this return has been protracted , what art, toil and per- 
severance it has cost to gain your father's consent, he himself 
will inform you In short, the busmess is adjusted Eucmda 
IS yours 

And thus had the two promenaders, sharply removing from 
their first restmg-place, then pausing by the way, then speak- 
ing and walking slowly thiough the green fields, at last reached 
the height, where another well-levelled road received them 
The carriage came whirling up Julia in the mean while 
turned her friend’s attention to a strange sight The whole 
machinery, of which her gay brother had bragged so much, was 
now ahve and in motion , the wheels were already heaving up 
and down a multitude of people, the see-saws were flying; 
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eye glanced moist , and a fair imposing youth shone thiough 
the veil 

And so both pans moved off to join the company, with 
feelings which the finest dieam could not have given them. 


CHAPTER LAST 

Thus, my friends,” said Lenaido, aftei a short preamble, 
if we survey the most papulous provinces and kingdoms of 
the firm Earth, we obseive on all sides that wherever an avail- 
able soil appears, it is cultivated, planted, shaped, beautified , 
and in the same proportion, coveted, taken into possession, 
fortified and defended Hereby we bring home to our con- 
ceptions the high worth of property in land , and aie obliged 
to consider it as the first and best acquirement that can be 
allotted to man And if on closer inspection we find parental 
and fihal love, the union of countrymen and townsmen, and 
therefore the universal feehng of patriotism, founded imme- 
diately on this same mterest in the soil, we cannot but regard 
that seizing and retaining of Space, in the great or the small 
scale, as a thing still more important and venerable Yes, 
Natuie herself has so ordered it ' A man born on the glebe 
comes by habit to belong to it , the two grow together, and 
the fairest ties are spun from their union "Who is there, then, 
that would spitefully disturb this foundation-stone of all exist- 
ence , that would blmdly deny the worth and digmty of such 
precious and peculiar gifts of Heaven 

*‘And yet we may assert, that if what man possesses is of 
great worth, what he does and accomplishes must be of still 
greater In a wide view of things, therefore, we must look on 
property in land as one small part of the possessions that have 
been given us Of these the greatest and the most precious 
part consists especially in what is movable, and in what is 
gained by a moving life 

“Towards this quaitei, we youngei men are peculiarly con- 
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“ It has been said, and over again said "Where I am well, 
IS my coimtry • But this consolatory saw'^were better worded 
Where I am useful, is my country • At home, you may be 
useless, and the fact not instantly observed, abroad m the 
world, the useless man is speedily convicted. And now, if I 
say Let each endeavour everywhere to be of use to himself 
and others, — this is not a precept, or a counsel, but the utter- 
ance of life itself 

** Cast a glance over the terrestrial ball, and for the present 
leave the ocean out of sight , let not its hurrying fleets dis- 
tract your thoughts , but fix your eye on the firm earth, and 
be amazed to see how it is overflowed with a swarnung ant- 
tribe, jostling and crossing, and runmng to and fro forever ! 
So was it ordained of the Lord himself, when, obstructing the 
Tower of Babel, he scattered the human race abroad into all 
the world Let us praise his name on this account, for the 
blessmg has extended to all generations 

“Observe now, and cheerfully, how the j^oung, on eveiy 
side, instantly get into movement As instiuction is not 
offered them within doors, and knocks not at their gates, they 
hasten forthwith to those countries and cities whither the call 
of science and wisdom allures them Here, no sooner have 
they gained a rapid and scanty training, than they feel them- 
selves impelled to look round in the world, whether heie and 
there some profitable experience, applicable to their objects, 
may not be met with and appropriated Let these try their 
fortune' We turn from them to those completed and dis- 
tinguished men, those noble inquirers into Nature, who mt- 
tingly encounter every difficulfy, every peril, that to the world 
they may lay the world open, and, through the most Impassable, 
pave easy roads 

“ But observe also, on beaten highways, how dust on dust, 
in long cloudy trams, mounts up, betokening the track of 
commodious top-laden carnages, in which the rich, the noble, 
and so many others, are whirled along , whose varying purposes 
and dispositions "yorick has most daintily explained to us. 
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renouncing serious piofitable engagements, tiiese men delight 
to change place with place, according as rising talents, com- 
bined mth using wants, furnish pietext and occasion For 
this success they commonly piepare themselves, by leaving no 
important stage in then native land untrodden 

“Nor let us foiget to cast a glance ovei the professorial 
class these, too, you find in continual motion, occupying and 
forsaking one chair after the other, to scatter iichly abioad 
on every side the seeds of a hasty culture Moie assiduous, 
however, and of wider aim, are those pious souls who disperse 
themselves through all quarters of the world, to bring salvation 
to their brethren Others, on the contrary, are pilgnmmg 
to seek salvation for themselves they march in hosts to con- 
secrated, wonder-working places, there to ask and receive what 
was denied their souls at home 

“And if all these sorts of men surprise us less by then 
wandering, as for most part, witliout wandering, the business 
of their life were impossible, of those again who dedicate their 
diligence to the soil, we should certainly expect that they, at 
least, were fixed By no means * E\en without possession, 
occupation is conceivable, and we behold the eager farmer 
forsaking the ground which for years has yielded him profit 
and enjoyment , impatiently he searches after similar or greater 
profit, be it far or near Nay, the owner himself ivill abandon 
Iris new-grubbed clear age so soon as, by his cultivation, he has 
rendered it commodious for a less enterpiismg husbandman 
once more he presses into the wilderness, again makes space 
for himself in the forests , in recompense of that first toiling, 
a double and treble space, on which also, it may be, he thinks 
not to continue 

There we shall leave him, bickering with bears and other 
monsters , and turn back into the polished world, where we 
find the state of things no whit more stationary Do but view 
any great and regulated kingdom , the ablest man is also the 
man who moves the oftenest , at the beck of his prince, at the 
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some honour, declaring as we have done the most distinguished 
portion of active men to be our mates and fellows in destiny, 
there now remains for you, my beloved friends, by way of 
termination, a glory higher than all the rest, seeing you find 
3 'ourselves united in brotherhood with princes, kings and 
emperors Think first, with blessmgs and reverence, of the 
imperial wanderer Hadrian, who on foot, at the head of his 
army, paced out the circle of the world which was subject to 
him, and thus in veiy deed took possession of it Think then 
with horror of the Conqueror, that armed Wanderer, against 
whom no resistance availed, no wall or bulwark could shelter 
armed nations In fine, accompany with honest sympathy 
those hapless exiled princes, who, descending from the summit 
of the height, cannot even be received into the modest guild 
of active wanderers 

**And now while we call forth and illustrate all this to one 
another, no narrow despondency, no passionate perversion can 
rule over us The time is past when people rushed forth at 
landom into the wide world by the labours of scientific 
travellers describing wisely and copying like artists, we have 
become sufiiciently acquainted with the Earth, to know 
moderately well what is to be looked for everyivhere. 

“Yet foi obtaining perfect information an individual will 
not suffice Our Society is founded on the principle that each 
in his degree, for his purposes, be thoroughly informed Has 
any one of us some country in his eye, towards which his 
wishes are tending, we endeavour to make clear to him, in 
special detail, what was hovering befoie his imagination as a 
whole to afford each other a survey of the inhabited and 
inhabitable world, is a most pleasant and most profitable kind 
of conversation 

“ Under this aspect, we can look upon ourselves as members 
of a Union belonging to the world Simple and grand is the 
thought , easy is its execution by understanding and strength 
Unity is all-powerful , no division, therefore, no contention 
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parting, we have thought good once more to recount, to unfold, 
to hear and acknowledge, as also to seal with a trustful 
Farewell. 


Keep not standing' fix'd and rooted. 
Briskly venture, briskly roam ' 
Head and band, irbere'er thou foot it. 
And stout heart are still at home 
In each land the sun does 'visit 
We are gay whate'er he-hde ; 

To give space for wand'nng is it 
That the world was made so wide.' 
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GOETHE 

Goctho's AutoLiograpli}'. Bom at FmnLfort-on-Mayn^ 28th August 
1740 Favourable circumstances of hts family , Healthy^ genuine char- 
actors of his parents Destined for the profession of laiv^ could but the 
ambition of ircalth and ofRcial celebrity have adequately inspired him 
Brightest and, blackest forecastings struggling vnthin His true destina- 
tion a hfo of literature OBta von Berhchxngcn and Sorrows qf irerier 
Goethe's unlooked-for popularity ihr from affording him the satisfachon 
lie crav'od Anxiety, doubt of any sort, can only bo removed by Action 
(vol 1 p 12) — Ills connexion with the Court of IFcimar Diversity of 
Ills studies and acquisitions Diterary labours A univ ei sxl development 
of our spiritual nature more precious than the solace of our vanity 
German Plulistines Goethe's mental faculties ripened and beaubfied by 
the adv anco of age (17) — A King of himself and of liis vi orld He has 
inquired fearlessly , and, while fearlessly denying the false, has not 
forgotten to search out and admit the true His assiduous culture pro- 
porbonato to the bountifulncss of his gifts Composure and cheerful 
seriousnoss seem to breathe over all his character This also is the spirit 
of our Shakspeare (28) — Goethe not a German Voltaire His province 
high and peculiar TIio angels and demons that can lav prostrate our 
hearts in the nineteenth century must be of another fosluon than those 
which subdued us in the ninth In Goethe a now world, of Earnestness 
and Sport, begins to open before us Inconsistencies and shortcommgs 
(28) — Wxlhelm Jllexster's Wanderjahre hos less relation to Fielding’s Tom 
Jones than to Spenser's Fatry Queen Goethe's recepbon by Enghdi 
readers Our own literature peopled with kingly intellects and hearts 
A new Poet, and Preacher of Truth to nil men (82), 


THE END 


Frlated by T and A Oohstabix, Frlntata to Her Hidesty 
at the Sdlnbuisfi Untrenity Press 





